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Trade Exhibit Grosses Boosted To 
New High Via Show Biz Techniques 


The trade and industrial shows 4 
how being run in _ metropolitan, 
arenas, exhibition halls and hotel | 


ballrooms, are increasingly assuming 
the stature of big business. The ur- 
ban version of the state and county 
fairs are growing to the extent that 
grosses of successful shows fre- 
quently top $200,000 in 10 days with 
admission tops to run as high as 
$2. 


With the emergence of these shows 


into high finance, promoters are in- | 








Vallee May Turn Agent 


Rudy Vallee hankers to enter the 
radio agency business on the Coast 
after he completes current engage- 
ments. Although the crooner is still 
being submitted for cafe and vaude 
dates at prices ranging from $7,500 
to $10,000 by the Associated Booking 
Agency, he’s dickering with Joe 
Glaser, head of that office, to form a 


creasingly using show business bally- | '@dio dept. which he’ll head, 


hoo and staging to sell these venture 
to the public. Except in certain type 
shows, the day when an exhibitor 
could set his wares into a booth and 
wait for the public to come in is 
ever: For example, the forthcoming 
Fashion show to be held in Madison 
Square Garden, N, Y., June -12-18, 
is being staged by Leon Leonidoff, 
Radio City Music Hall producer, 
with, sets designed by Raoul Pene 
DuBois and chairmanned by Tex Mc- 


Crary. former editor and now radio 


luminary, 
With this 
wealth of ballyhoo, promoters of 


(Continued on page 64) 


‘Lucasta’ Cast Charges 
- Philly Pub Refused To 
Serve Rex Ingram, et al. 


Philadelphia, March 11. 
The manager and a bartender of 
the Bellevue Court Bar and Grill, 
midtown eatery, were held in §$2,- 





| 


Ss 





Singer is slated to open at the 
Copacabana, Chicago, April 10, for 
four weeks at $7,500 and if no other 
dates come up afterward, he wants 
to start the department in May. 


Rank Lassoing 
His Brit. Stars 





:' 
type of staging and| His fingers somewhat singed from 


recent experiences with British stars, 
J. Arthur Rank has now fixed a hard 
and fast ban against hiring new 
talent for his pix without the pre- 
liminary inking of long-term em- 
ployment pacts. Action has been 
taken in light of the westward trek 
of a number ‘of his top players to 
Hollywood because of the lure of 


bigger th and lower taxes. As 
a result, Britain’s ace filmaker and 
his organization have lost out on 


stars whose popularity was estab- 
lished on both sides of the ocean 





500 bail each for court Wednesday | through Rank productions. 


(5) on charges of refusing to serve 


a@ party that included Rex Ingram | c hose e . 
and several members of the all-| film for the British organization is| time peak in 1946, but there were 


Negro cast of “Anna Lucasta.” 

The hearing at which George H. 
Hudson, manager of the tavern, and 
James Ferguson, bartender, were 
placed under bail, was held before 

(Continued on page 62) 


Colman Mr. & Mrs. Show 
Mulled as Jack Benny Sub 


Foote, Cone & Belding, 





agency } 


Latest of the stars calling off Rank 
ties is Phyllis Calvert whose last 


j}currently under way with Sydney 
Box producing. hiss Calvert is 
terminating her pact with. Rank to 
star in “Make Me a Fine Wife” for 
Paramount in Hollywood and will 
probably follow with a stint for Sir 
| Alexander Korda. She claims that 
lonly three stories were satisfactory 
ito her of the 14 pix which she made 
for him in the past seven years. 

' In this claim, Miss Calvert is not 





| 


on’ the American Tobacco account, | alone. James Mason, in his recent 


is mulling a Mr, and Mrs. show built | Walkout, attacked the British tycoon | 
around Ronald Colman and his wife, 
Benita Hume, as a summer replace- | 


ment for Jack Benny. Plan is 
Start off the show with a husband- 
Wife kidding routine, then segue into 
® 20-minute dramatization. 


to} 


| with the charge that Rank was a bad 


(Continued on page 70) 
! 





C&O’s News Flashes 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad will 
add a special day train to its sched- 


The Colmans have done a number ule featuring a rear-projection news 
of guest. shots on the Benny show |screen in every car. 


during the past season, with the pair 


integrated into the comedy format.| Western Union news wire will 


Replacement show is reportedly in 
the $7,000-$8,000 weekly talent 


bracket, high in terms of summer | 


Programming, 


No films will be used, but a special 
be 
projected with latest flashes. 
| There'll be no commentary. Equip- 
iment will be Trans-Lux supplied, 
‘used only in that train. 


news 


NEED EM 
OFFSET BL 


How to get America’s 
non-theatregoers into the nation’s 
film houses the major domestic 
problem facing the industry today. 
according to execs familiar with the 





1s 





U. S. public’s theatre-attendance 
|habits. With Hollywod rapidly get- 
iting itself into a serious squeeze | 


between rising preduction costs and | 


slackening b.o.s, the only logical solu- 
tion seen is a conscious widening of 
the screen to attract that tremendous 
segment of the potential film audi- 
ence which regularly ducks pictures. 


allie 
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25,000,000 | 





Fact that more than 30% of Ameri- 
cans economically and _ physically 
able to attend theatres make a habit 
of avoiding them has been well- 
known to a handful of top industry 
execs for several years. No one did 
much worrying about it, however, 
since the theatres were already filled 
with 56,000,000 other Americans who 
attended films each week. 

With the happy days of anything- 
goes now a thing of the past, method 
must be found of widening that gap 
between costs and income. Costs, it | 

(Continued on page 62) 


U. S. Niteries Hit 
Peak Gross Of 
$353,383,209 in Ap 














Washington, March 11. 
The nation’s nitery biz hit its all- 


| definite indications toward the end 

of the year that the peak had been 
| passed and that 1947 would show 
| descending volume. On the basis of | 
| the Federal 20% bite on the tabs, the | 
| late spots chalked up a terrific gross 
| of $353,383,255 last year, which was | 
well ahead of the huge $315,447,740 
| (Continued on page 64) 


‘Guild To Pay Barton 16 
_ Weekly This and Next Yr. 




















Welles to Film ‘Macbeth’ 


Choice between two studio deals 
offered Orson Welles to direct and 
star in “Macbeth” 


Attorney will also handle the ink- 
ing of Anita Colby’s new Paramount 
pact, which he negotiated for her, 
as well as confab with Mary 
ford, whom he represents. 


the Coast last week for the confabs 


British Vs. U.S. In 





Reich Film War 


Berlin, March 11. 
Britain's concentration on beating 
out the American film industry for 
world markets is jumping common- 
sense ideological considerations here, 


according to international observers. | 


British in their zone of Germany are 
digging back into the vaults to fill 
screen time with Nazi-made features, 
rather than accept American films 
and thus open their own pictures to 
comparison with the Hollywood 
product, it is said. It’s a battle, of 
course, to establish the future Brit- 
ish market here. 

Americans are pretty much 
burned up about the _ situation, 
especially inasmuch as no coin is in- 
volved, since neither British nor 
U. S. industries can expert currency 
from Germany. As a matter of fact, 
it has been learned, major American 


| film studios have offered their prod- 


juct free to the British to fill the 
l vaccum created by an _ insufficient 
|supply of English pix. Until re- 


cently, when they began to accept a 
few American films, screens in the 
British zone carried as much as 60% 
German pix. 

English, of course, carefully weed 
out all evident propaganda films, but 
many observers feel that any locally- 


{made picture has inherent in it a 


Though He’s Not To Tour 'subversifying influence on the Ger- 


It’s definitely decided that James 
| Barton won't go on the road with 
‘Eugene O'Neill's “The Iceman 
|Cometh” which winds up on Broad- 
lway this Saturday (15). Actor de-| 
iclined to switch from the part 


j 


he | 
originated to that played by Dudley | 
| Digges, who is also withdrawing. 

As Barton rul -of-the-play. 
(Continued page 62) 


has a 


on 


| . 
}man mind. 


Such an outwardly 
(Continued on page 64) 
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Schuberts’ Life Pension 
Vienna, March 4. 
Last descendant of 
ily here, Mrs. Johanna Schubert and 
her blind daughter, were awarded 
a life pension by the 
harmonic Orchestra. 


will be made by | 
Welles this week in huddles with his | 


|}counsel and agent, Arnold Grant 
He planes to the Coast from New! 
York today (Wednesday) for the 
talks. 


Pick- | 
His part- | 
ner, Herman L. Weisman, planed to | 





| role 


| release 


| government 


Detroit, March 11. 
Police today (11) closed 
Eugene O’Neill’s “A Moon far 





the Misbegotten,” which opened 
two-week run at Cass theatre 
| here last night (Mon.), charging 
it contains “dirty and risque 
dialog. Authorities said the The- 
atre Guild production, starr'ng 
James Dunn, won't be allowed to 
reopen unless offending lines are 
revised. A spokesman for the 
theatre said the play’s producers 
were willing te do this and 
| would continue ticket sales pend- 
ing police appreval of the dialog. 

{In New York, Lawrence 
Langner, Theatre Guild co-direc- 
tor, saids “I find it amus ng 
that a Detroit police commis- 
sioner should try to rewrite a 
play by Eugene O'Neill.” He dis- 
claimed further knowledge of 
the ‘incident. ] 





Pitt Kicks It Around 
Pittsburgh, March 11}, 
Eugene O’Neill’s new drama, “A 
' Moon for the Misbegotten,” got quite 
a kicking around last week at 
Nixon, not only from the drama 
critics, who panned it without ex- 
ception, but also from ‘columnists, 
(Continued on page 64) 


Miranda’s Copa Date To 
Be a Live Trailer For 
Her ‘Copacabana’ Pic 


Having completed her co-starring 
(with Groucho Marx) in the 
film, “Copacabana” (UA), Carmen 
Miranda will headline the show at 
the New York nitery of the same 
name on April 17, concurrently with 
of the film which was co- 
produced by the cafe’s operator, 
Monte Proser. Signed at $7,500 per 
week, Miss Miranda will appear in 
layout built around the film’s motif, 
including the film score of five tunes 
cleffed by Sam Coslow, pic's other 
(Continued on page 64) 


Rank’s ‘In’ on®D-Day Plans 
Disclosed Via Ike’s Kudo 


J. Arthur Rank was the only non- 
civilian in the world 
who knew in advance that June 6, 


the 





| 1944, had been fixed as D-day for 
the Normandy invasion. He was so 
informed officially when the high 


Schubert fam- | 


command envisaged the possibility 
of a postponement of the kickoff be- 
cause of adverse weather and turned 
to him to house the soldiers in Brit- 
ish theatres in that event. Rank 


|agreed to quietly make the theatres 


Vienna Phil- | 


available without red tape, but was 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Le Gallic Kid, Chevalier, Toujours 


Sockeroo in 


American Comeback 





By ABEL GREEN 


As we lammisters from a French} 


menu say around the plush boites, 
Maurice Chevalier—ie plus grand 
Gallic kid—is toujours 
Et comment! 
(10) at the Henry Miller, N. Y., his | 
first U. S. date in 12 years, the | 
Francophiles, the refugees and the | 
plain customers alike gave out with | 
the mitt music as if Chevalier were | 
a combination road company of ¢he | 


Folies Bergere, rue Blondel and 
Chanel Numero Cing- for free. 

This is the era of the great come- 
backs All we need is Sir Harry 
Lauder and the third of perhaps to- | 
day's three greatest single entertain- 
ers will have completed the come- 
back circle Locks like maybe 
Larry Parks will have to Berlitz up 
for a Chevalier biopic just as he 


eorked up for Al Jolson. 

All the tricks of a fertile stage 
career are uncorked by the French 
charmer on a simple draped stage, 
cut down to “three,” with Irving 
Actman, an unobtrusive piano ac- 





sockeroo. 
At $9.60 Monday night | 


_ 


Super-Automat 

They call it the “magic table.” 
Except for a slot in the top it 
looks like any other. The diner 
marks desired items on the menu- 
check, drops check into the slot. 
His food-and-drink order appears 
on a small elevator that rises 
from the center of the table— 
without any visible human inter- 


vention. 

It eliminates lining up for 
cafeteria counter service tray- 
toting. etc. Manufactured by the 
Bay State Elevator Co. of 


Springfield, Mass. 


Ed Perkins Finds It 
A ‘4 Worlds’ Map But 
Hollywood Tops All 


People around the world are more 
interested in Hollywood personali- 
ties than in Marshall, Bevin or 











companist at the right, reading his 
music from scores, as Chevalier, in 
characteristic straw skimmer and 
petulantly drooping lip,. sings and 
struts himself to a truly formidable 
bunch of hand-to-hand acclaim. 


His repertoire of 10 or 12 songs | 
is showmanly paced, lyrically 
punchy, appealingly tuneful. His 


black tie is a camouflage for a din- 
ner jacket which is actually a natty 
blue serge suit. He’s in that getup 
throughout save for a couple of de- 
partures to a nonsense mandarin 


getup, a tophatted boulevardier 
(“Place Pigalle’ number), and a 
hobo. 


Showmanship is manifest mana- 
gerially as Arthur Lesser seemingly 
instilled the idea of letting les 
Americains dig the Gallic jive, which 
means Chevalier explains his lyric 
eontent to the complete understand- 
ing of the non-Linguaphonists. This 
apparently was a switch from the 
preceding evening’s American Aid 
for France gala ($50 top) where 
Chevalier was heavy on the native 
argot. 

Working sans mike, in the inti- 
mate Henry Miller, and with his en- 
gagement limited to four weeks 
($9.60 opening night; $4.80 regular 
top), the great French comedian be- 
lies his 57 years. Showman that he 
is, he throws away any jingoistic 
pitch for kind-applause. By indirec- 
tion the impact is even greater as 
he soliloquizes, in song, on the 
wooden shoes the French had to 
wear (no leather); the GI paradise 
in Pigalle (perverted into Pig 
Alley), but otherwise the tunes are 
gay, romantic, saucy, characteristic, 
as the case may: be. 

As a first-part interlude he re- 
prises “You Brought a New Kind 
of Love to Me,” “Helle Beautiful” 
and “Mimi,” and for a routine en- 
core reprises “Louise” and “Valen- 
tina.’ Otherwise his songs are 
fresh and, incidentally, dominantly 
co-authored by himself (lyrics) with 
native French tunesmiths. A couple 
of them are a cinch for American 
appeal with Yankee wordage. 

Premiere saw one of those extra- 
ordinary showbiz turnouts, along 
with the French socialites, etc. A 
strong Hollywood contingent min- 
gled with many legit players who, 
because of Sunday performances 
and Monday night off, rallied to one 
of the top comedians extant. Che- 
valier singled out Claudette Colbert 
and Beatrice Lillie for mention. 
Along with personalities from the 
Coast and Broadway there was also 
— Bernard Baruch, piloted by 


illy Rose, his one-time stenog- 
rapher. 
Chevalier looks hotter. than an 


FOB Detroit due-bill all over again. 
Hollywood will undoubtedly beckon 
him and RKO right now apparently 
has a great showmanship ride when 
“Golden Silence,” since renamed 
“Man About Town,” which he com- 
pleted for Rene Clair at RKO-Pathe 
in Paris, is due for release shortly. 





Liberty Wants to Borrow 


Spencer Tracy for ‘Union’ 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Liberty Films is negotiating with 

Metro for a loaneut of Spencer 

Tracy for “State of the Union.” No 

release has been set for the film yet. 

Liberty and not Metro is making 





| Molotov, says Edward Perkins, 
{showman just returned to New 
| York following a round-the-globe 
| quest for new attractions. 

“Motion pictures are the foremost 
amusement in every part of the 
universe, and the Hollywood prod- 
}uct still leads the field by a wide 
margin,” he found. “Betty Grable’s 


svelte figure achieves more good- 
neighbor results than the Rocke- 
feller committee. The Hindus and 


Moslems stop rioting and queue up 
to see Irene Dunne. Stalin has a 
yen for Deanna Durbin instead of 
his Soviet stars. Bob Hope is a 
riot in Dublin. Loretta Young and 
Gary Cooper are top favorites in 
Lisbon. Bing Crosby is the mar- 
quee king in Buenos Aires.” 


From the entertainment angle, 
Perkins declared, there are four 
worlds, not one—but with Holly- 


wood the capital of them all. These 
“worlds” are the English-speaking 
orbit, the Latin countries, the Ori- 


ent, and the Soviet sphere. 
“France, Germany, Italy and 
Greece are in the question-.aark 


column, wavering between the Eng- 
lish-speaking world and the Soviet 
sphere,” said the showman. “Nev- 
ertheless, in all these countries pic- 
tures from Hollywood rate No. 1 
with the public.” 


NEW ASTAIRE DANCERY 
REPRESENTS 2506 NUT 


New Fred Astaire dance studios, 
which preemed last Thursday (6) in 
New York, represents a $250,000 in- 
vestment, with understanding that 
additional capitalization is being 
projected. Charles Casanave, form- 
erly executive veepee of National 
Screen Service, is executive v.p. and 
g.m. of the new venture, with the 
name hoofer as president. 

Housed on the second floor of the 
Park Avenue theatre building at 59th 
and Park avenue, diagonally oppo- 
site Delmonico’s, the location is 
psychologically advantageous, as are 
| the auspices, for there are no names 
|greater in modern hoofology than 
| the Astaires. The second floor rep- 
iresents a claimed $160,000 decor job 
| by Katherine Cowden and Jessica 
(Mrs, Richard) Barthelmess, each 
of the 32 studio rooms being differ- 
ently designed, and each named after 
a film star or a motion picture in 
which Astaire was featured. 

Park Ave. dancery was treated to 
a smash seven-hour opening party 
Thursday (6), with the 70 staff in- 
structors guiding visiting guests 
through the 32 studios into which 
music is piped from each of eight 
turntables. A selector in each studio 
brings desired rhythm over a pa. 

Five branches are set, including 
Sea Island, Ga., and the Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall, Atlantic City. Ulti- 
jmate plan is to have branches all 
,over the country. Astaire and Casa- 
|}nave wil] both headquarter in New 
| York, with former supervising op- 
|erations while the film exec handles 
| the business end. 











Frank Morgan Submitted 
| For Vauders at $10,000 


Frank Morgan, film actor, is being 

submitted for vaude dates as soon 
jas his Pall Mall ciggie show goes 
off the air next month. 











247th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Save me a seat. I'm coming back, 
it’s a million laughs.” 


BETTY GRABLE. 








Theatres Eye 


UN Housing B.0. 


Rush is on to build film houses in 
the vicinity of the United Nations 
housing development in the Jamaica 
section of New York. Project, to con- 
sist of mainly garden apartments, 
already has been under construction 
for six months and is figured to pro- 
vide plenty of potential picture pa- 
trons when completed. 

Currently the Interboro circuit and 
the real estate firm of Webb & Knapp 
have filed plans for new houses. 
Former acquired a site in the area 
long before the housing development 
was even contemplated, according to 
Interboro attorney William Gold. His 
client plans a 1,200-seater to be erect- 
ed at a cost of $450,000. 

W & K realty firm is mapping a 
2,000-seater and estimates the cost at 
$1,000,000. Company exec revealed 
last week that it plans to lease the 
house, when completed, inasmuch as 
his firm is not in the business of ex- 
hibition. Idéntity of the prospective 
operator was not disclosed since 
negotiations are incomplete. 

However, a snag arose last week 
when the City Planning Commission 
moved to rezone the street upon 
which both theatres will abut, Hear- 
ings were held and a decision is ex- 
pected to be handed down within a 
week, Attorney Gold pointed out that 
since Interboro’s site had previously 
been approved, he anticipates a fa- 
vorable ruling. Furthermore, 


an advisory body and actual approval 
of zone changes must be made by 
N. Y. City’s Board of Estimate. 





Russian Cantor Set By 


Morris Agcy. in Concert 


First singer out of Russia for con- 
cert dates in America has arrived. 
He’s Miihal Kousevitsky, high cantor 
of Warsaw's famed Tlomckie syna- 
gog, who in 1939 was reported slain 
by the Nazis. He was signed by 
William Morris, Jr., for a spring and 
summer series, Action parallels step 
taken by William Morris, founder of 
the agency, who, in 1913, imported 
the late Cantor Sirota, primo cantor 
in Warsaw, who was later succeeded 
by Kousevitsky. 

Cantor has sung for Russian 
troops and was at one time awarded 
the Stalin medal of merit. He gave 
a concert in London's Albert hall 
before arriving in this country last 
week, 


DRESS MESS 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Costumes, or lack of same, worn 
by Hazel Brooks in “Body and Soul” 
are the cause of a dispute between 
Enterprise and the Johnston office. 
Johnstonites contend the gal’s gar- 
ments reveal more body than soul. 


= 








—— 





My Favorite Story 

Gertie and Sadie, two Brooklyn 
characters, were walking along 
Flatbush avenue when suddenly 
Sadie saw two midgets from the 
circus, Says Sadie: “Ooh, look! 
Isn't that turrible? Oh, gee, I 
don’t know what to say. I'm s0 
pertoibed!” 

“I don’t see anything wrong,” 
said Gertrude. “It’s just two little 
midgets from the circus.” 

“Oh, thank God,” said Sadie. 


-American Indian Citizens 


he 
added, the Planning Commission is 


Kazan’s Triple 

Elia Kazan has the unusual dis- 
tinction for a director of being 
triply represented on Broadway 
currently. Two top grossing pic- 
tures and a hit legiter all are the 
product of his direction. 

Pix are “Boomerang” (20th) 
at the Roxy, and “Sea of Grass” 
(M-G) at the Music Hall. Legiter 
is “All My Sons” at the Coronet. 


Too Much Northern 
Hospitality Lays 
‘Sen. Claghorn’ Low 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 

Kenny Delmar (Senator Claghorn) 
didn’t do a very good public rela- 
tions job for himself here last Tues- 
day (4) during his one-day p.a. 





Joke, Son,” which was opening next 


morning at Senator. Delmar pleaded | 
relations. 
|her venture into the ranks of pro- 
or, at least, his sponsors pleaded .it | 


illness, weariness from sleepless night 
on the train and an upset stomach— 


for him—for a couple of nonappear- 
ances. 

Following a luncheon for the press 
and radio people, Claghorn was 
scheduled to show at the Carnegie 
Tech drama school and after that at 
Gimbel’s, department store having 
taken out big ads in the paper that 
he would meet kids in boy’s depart- 
ment that afternoon. At latter place, 
more than 2,000 youngsters waited in 
vain for him. Even PRC men who 
accompanied Delmar to town didn't 
know where he had disappeared to 
after the luncheon. Understood he 
took a room at another hotel, where 


they couldn't find him, to get some | 
! 


sleep. 

He was an hour and a half late 
in the evening getting to a dinner for 
Greek Relief, but did make his sched- 
uled p.a. at the Senator theatre in 
the evening. P. §S.: “It’s a Joke, Son” 
opened Wednesday and closed Fri- 
day night after three days of its 
scheduled week's run. 


REDSKINS WON'T BITE 
DISCRIMINATION DUST 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Latest Redskin uprising in these 
parts took no Paleface scalps but re- 
sulted in the formation of the 
League, 
with Will Rogers, Jr., as chief. Ob- 
jects of the League, composed chiefly 
of Hollywood figures of Indian de- 
scent, is to fight discrimination 
against citizens of aboriginal Amer- 
ican lineage. 

Executive committee consists of 
Monte Blue, Bill Wilkerson, Steve 
Whiteflower, Tom Humphrey, Tonto 
Thundercloud, P. F. Frazier, Reuben 
Jacobs, Ralph Roanhorse, Bryan 
Trueblood, Andrew Mord, Arthur 
Manning, Joseph DePorte, Victor M. 
Kelly and Riley Sunrise, screen 
actors. 


Football-Fix Gal May Go 
Into NTG’s Nitery Show 


Ida Maguire, film bit player who's 
been headlined in connection with 
the football-fix case in New York, 
may go into the show headed by Nils 
T. Granlund (NTG) at the Rio 
Cabana, N. Y. Deal, being nego- 
tiated by her agent, Leon Newman, 
depends upon her medico’s okay on 
the date. 

Before entering films, 
Maguire was a tap dancer 
started in show business as a con- 
tortion act until a back injury made 
that kind of act impossible for her. 


Helen Walker Sued For 
150G Over Auto Smash 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

Helen Walker was sued for $150,000 
in Superior Court, San Bernardino 
County, by Philip Marcado, one of 
hitch-hikers who was injured last 
New Year’s Day when her car went 
off the road. 

Actress also faces a charge of man- 
slaughter as a result of the death of 
Robert Lee, another hitch-hiking pas- 
senger. 


Coast Friars Meet 


Holtywood, March 11. 

Friars Club of California, at its 
first general meeting, approved terms 
of a clubhouse lease and elected an 
advisory board to cooperate with 
George Jessel, abbot. 

Board consists of Harry Cohn, 
chairman, Groucho Marx, So] Lesser, 
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Miss Truman Hit 
Despite Detroit 
Press Fiasco 


Detroit, March 11, 
Although her radio debut was post- 
poned due to laryngitis, Margaret 
Truman turned the spotlight of the 
nation on Detroit last week and 
stood the Motor City on its ear. 


The President’s daughter is sched- 


_uled to try again next weekend over 


ABC’s Sunday Evening Hour (16). 
Her appearance gives Detroit its 
most important network origination 


|}in recent years and its most sensa- 
in | 
connection with the picture, “It’s a} 


tional radio story. In return, Detroit 
gave Miss Truman’s charm and per- 
sonality glowing press notices, and 
her party a lesson in handling press 
For the only criticism of 


fessional artists was her party’s un- 
professional handling of the press. 
Experienced press heads of ABC, 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, and the Detroit 
Music Hall were all ready and will- 
ing to carry the press ball, but the 
White House seemed to be calling 
the plays, with no experienced press 
secretary to coordinate activities in 
Detroit. Network and agency flacks 
never had authority to put their ex- 


perience to use, and the Detroit 


| press became quite annoyed by lack 
' 7 
of 


information and frequent run- 
arounds from the presidential suite 
in the Book Cadillac. 


Most of the press announcements 
in Detroit were issued by Mrs. 
Thomas J. Strickler, Miss Truman’s 
voice instructor, who seemed to be 
cast in the role of instructor, man- 
ager, pressagent and duenna. It 
was too heavy an assignment and 
she had to bear the brunt of the 
reporters’ resentment of the press 
bungling. 

The first press conference an- 
nounced Thursday evening at 6 al- 
most ended disastrously. Mrs. Strick- 
ler arrived late, was interviewed, 
and then announced that Miss Tru- 
man would not appear, as White 
House policy prohibited interviews. 

Reporters howled their disappoint- 
ment and protested so vigorously that 
Mrs, Strickler called Washington 
again. When she returned, she quot- 
ed Mrs. Truman as saying. “I don't 
hold press conferences and I don’t 
want Margaret to.” However, it was 
decided to allow the press to watch 
Miss Truman pose for photos, but 
positively no questions. 

At 7:15 Miss Truman entered the 
suite dressed for the evening’s con- 
cert. She was accompanied by Karl 
Krueger, Detroit Symph conductor. 
She shook hands with everyone in 
the room. Then she posed gracious- 
ly and willingly for a number of 
photos. General consensus among 
the press was that she was “charm- 
ing, pretty, poised, delightfully unaf- 
fected.” 

Rumor and speculation ran ram- 
pant as no further press conference 
was held until Saturday, when the 
announcement was made that Miss 
Truman’s radio debut would be post- 
poned due to laryngitis. The “con- 
ference” developed as a result of re- 
porters swarming outside the presi- 
dential suite and remaining until the 
announcement was made. Photogra- 
phers waited for shots in vain. 

The President’s daughter will be 
paid for her appearance, but the 
amount was withheld. Mrs. Strick- 
ler described it as a “reasonable but 
not exorbitant fee.” 





Geo. White Gets Nix 


Again on Parole Plea 
San Diego, March 11. 

George White was turned down 

for the second time in his plea for 

parole from the road gang, to which 

he was sentenced following an auto- 

mobile accident in which two per- 
sons were killed. 

Parole Board ruled that White 

was receiving proper treatment for 


the two ailments he named in hi 
appeal, pyorrhea and an _ injure 
knee. 





BEBE’8 PLATTERS 


Hollywood, March ." 

Bete Daniels has signed with En- 
terprise Records to make a series of 
juvenile platters under the title of 
“Bebe Daniels Productions.” First 
will be a four-sided album of mop- 
pet stories narrated by Jimmy Scrib- 
ner, radio actor. 








the film, despite earlier reports that! Harry Romm, who's agenting “For a minute I thought. they | Sid Grauman, Archie Mayo, George Miss Daniels, meanwhile. caon- 
M-G would do it. Frank Capra will | Morgan, is asking $10,000 weekly were rationing men!” Burns, Joseph Sistrom and Arthur | tinues as a producer for 
' g@irect: - ; plus percentages. , 


the Hal 
Peter Donald. xs 


| Roach studios, 
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CENSORS AVER E 





‘Best Years 8-, Olivia de Haviland 7-5, 
Stewart 6-5 in Academy Sweepstakes 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Oscar Derby at post-time: 
Best picture: “Best Years” 8- 





Sent to the Rear 


5; “Wearling 2-1; “Wonderful 
Life” 3-1; “Henry V” 5-1; “Ra- Hollywood, March 11. 
zor’s Edge” 10-1, Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


PICTURES 3 





CONTRADICTIONS 
ALol DEPLORED 


Recent flurry of censorship prob- 
lems hitting the film industry, cli- 
maxed by the pending Wilson-Con- 
don bill in the New York state 
legislature, points up the inadequacy 





and Sciences is going through with 
its refusal to permit tameramen to 
shoot the Oscar Derby across the 
footlights, regardless of threats by | 
newsreel execs to ignore the 
this year. 

Arrangements have been made to 
shoot the Oscar winners in special 
booths backstage. Filming from the 
audience. the Academy 
| would disturb the cash customers, 


Best Actor: James Stewart 6- 
5; Gregory Peck 3-1; Larry Parks 
3-1; Fredric March 4-1. 

Best actress: Olivia De Hayil- 
land 7-5; Resalind Russell 5-2; 
Jane Wyman 3-1; Jennifer Jones 
5-1; Celia Johnson 20-1. 


show 





Now comes the time when the 


makers of motion pictures, with ap- 
propriate Hollywood fanfare and 
ballyhoo, select what they consider 
their best work during 1946. All| 


through the year the public, through ’ 
the boxoffice, has been registering WS on ure 
no uncertain opinion of the films, 
but come Friday morning of this . 9 
week the film producers, artists and H wood S Labor 
Ills: Sen Mor se 
” e 


: ; | 
craftsmen will let the public in on | 
what Hollywood considers its best | 
| 
Washington, March 11. 
Doubt that jurisdictional disputes, 








picture, best actor and actress, best | 
music, best technical work, etc. 

In other words the annual awards | 
of the Academy of Motion Picture | 
Arts & Sciences will be revealed in | 
the news and advertising pages | 
throughout the country. : 

The votes were all in last Satur- | Such as the long one in Hollywood, 


| PCA authorities, they claim, 


and necessity for revision of the 
Production Code Administration 
rulings, in the opinion of toppers 
from state censor boards throughout 


| the country. 


have 
black- 
that the 


been consistently inconsistent, 
balling certain sequences 


| boards would approve unquestion- 
declared, | ably 


and passing other parts of 
films that are obviously eensorable 
State boards, as a result, are forced 
to take arbitrary stands on most 
Hollywood product today, having 
come to the realization they can no 
longer depend on the PCA. To cor- 
rect this, they believe, the code 
should be rewritten to take into 
account the change in morals broushi 
about since it was first issued and 
should be worded in as precise terms 
as possible to rule out any possibil- 
ity of misinterpretation. 
Illustrative of the PCA’s 
sistency, according to the state cen- 
sors, was their action on “Duel in 
the Sun” and “Notorious Gentleman.” 
Code athuprities passed “Duel,” giv- 


incon- 








dav night at midnight and by this |can be cured by legislation was ex- 
time Price, Waterhouse Co., official | pressed yesterday (10), by Senator 


ing it their seal apparently without 
hesitation despite the sequence which 





accountants for the Academy, have Morse. (R Ore.). in a 


(Continued on page 70) 
youn ~—e marathon labor speech on the Sen- 


ate floor. 
Printed Legal Record Morse said the real solution would 
In Decree Suit Will 


Wayne 





come from cooperation among 
unions and through internal media- 
tion, although both have been tried 
unsuccessfully in the studios strike. 





Cost Up to $100 000) Peris of the strike were dis- 

’ ; cussed last Saturday before the 

The Government and the majors] poyse labor committee by Oscar | 
may exchange blows before the U.S.| schatte, superintendent of a crew 


Supreme Court preliminary to the 
ayoff argument on the merits of 

anti-trust suit itself. That possi- 
bility is seen by legalites as a re- 


| of set carpenters, and members of 
| the Brotherhood of Carpenters & 
Joiners Schatte, member of the 


. eee |he might 1 of Studio Unions, said 
sult of the Dept. of Justice’s insist- |}. might lose his job and even his 


ance that the entire record of the | | life because of his testimony before 
case, which fills three file cabinets, | the committee. 
be printed. Estimated cost of such | Schatte said his story was one of 


a large-scale printing — operation | “terrific and appalling violence and 
would run between $50,000 and 


(Continued on page 70) 


Metro Hiking 





Hollywood, March 11. 
This year’s production schedule at 
Metro may be upped from 20 feat- 
ures to a total of 28 or 32. Studio 
execs are reported huddling over the 
idea of increasing the number of 
films while holding down the costs 
Program was recently . whittled 


retrenchment campaign. 





Rathvon’s East Move 





| absolute, utter disregard for law.” ; ; 
$100,000. | He claimed the strike was partly While N. Peter Rathvon, RKO 
Majors have countered with an | due to a rivalry between Herbert | Prexy, intends continuing to keep 


offer to print those parts which they | gorre}] 





of CSU and Richard F. 
deem relevant to the point appealed Walsh of IATSE. for the “dictatdr- 
from, Negotiations will be launched ship” of labor in Hollywood, He 


to thrash the matter out across the | 
table but if that doesn’t work, then | 
company lawyers say they will take | 
the matter up to the court itself. 


(Continued on page 29) 


BOB BUCKNER DICKERS 




















close tab on Coast production, even 
with Dore Schary now in charge of 
production at the RKO plant, indi- 
cations are that he will be able to 
spend more time in N. Y. under the 
new setup. 

He is not due back east until May, 


Film Slate to 32 


| was 








‘ILM CODE 


DATED © 





Ent Execs Push First 4 Films To 
Liquidate $9,200,000 in Negatives 





Sour Notes in Burbank 


Los Angeles> March 11. 


~* With United 
| send 
| into release domestically, 





Emil Hilb, former conductor .of | 
the Denver Symphony Orchestra, 
filed a $60,000 damage suit against 
Warner Bros., Leo Forbstein, studio 
music chief, and Joseph Weisen- 
freund, studio musician and brother 
of Paul Muni. 

Plaintiff declares Weisenfreund 


slugged him on the eye last Feb. 6 
and laid him up for three weeks 


PCA Ban on 6 
Dope Pix Refutes 
Scare of Cycle’ 


Seven yarns dealing with narcotics 
themes have been submitted to the 
-roduction Code Administration 
since the code was liberalized last 
Sept. 12 to permit such yarns—and 
all but one has been rejected. That's 
refutation of the Catholic Church 
and Hearst press charge that the 
amendment would lead to a “cycle” 
of dope films, declared Jay 
Kennedy in New York this week. 

Kennedy is associate producer and 
author of Columbia’s “Assigned to 
Treasury,” the one dope pic ap- 
proved, and, in working with the 
U. S. Treasury’s Bureau of Narcotics, 
largely responsible for the 





| change in the production code. He | 


down to 20 as part of the company’s | 





declared the amendment was made 

at the request of Harry J. Anslinger, 

commissioner of the Narcotics Bu- 
(Continued on page 27) 


Was Everybody in The 





Act? Asks Ehner Davis 


| York 


Elmer Davis, former boss of the 
Office of War Information, has found 
that so many in the press-radio-pix 
circles he now encounters as a civil- 
ian had worked in his department, 
unbeknownst to himself, that he now 
frankly inquires, “Did you ever 
work with us in OWI?” 

Reason for this is that he’s since 
found himself working for a couple 
of guys who used to work for him, 














{ 


| within the 


cash position, 


Artists preparing to 
the first of Enterprise’s films 
and Metro 
release abroad 
months, David 
Loew, Enterprise board chairman, 
and George J. Schaefer, v.p. in 
distribution, expressed 
complete optimism in New York this 


them into 
next few 


putting 


charge of 


week regarding the company's fue 
ture Both execs, however, ex- 
yressed anxiety to get the unit's first 


four films into distribution as quickly 
as possible to restore Enterprise’s 


admittedly depleted by 


| having more than $9,000,000 tied up 


in negatives not yet started into 


| liquidation. 


Erickson 


Richard 


| 
| 
be Durning, O. L. 


Loew and Schaefer both denied 
reports that Schaefer was named 
| distrib chief in a deal by which he 
| paid $250,000 into Enterprise. Like- 
they denied recent reports that 
JYonahue & Coe ad agency had made 
a $200,000 investment to get the 
unit’s eaccount away from McCann- 
Schaefer refused to en- 
on his deal with the company 
to state vehemently that he 
invested a cent. Loew said 
(Continued on page 30) 


Odlum Hosts RKO And 
Atlas Board Members 
At His Indio Ranch 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Floyd Odlum held a joint meeting 
'of RKO and Atlas boards over the 
i} weekend at his Indio ranch, similar 
to annual joint sessions of two 
| boards held there for past two years. 
Odlum, who. is prexy of Atlas and 
chairman of the RKO board, was 
joined by Atlas board members 
L. Boyd Hatch, senior veepee, Harry 
Johnson and 
RKO board con- 
Peter Rathvon, Ned 
George Shaw, Frederick L. 
and L. Lawrence Green. 
board members left for New 
Monday (10) night, while 
RKO board members will remain for 
several days longer. 


| wise 


arge 
except 
hadn't 


George Howard 
sists of N. 
Depinet, 
|} Ehrman 
Atlas 


There were no discussions on any 
sale of RKO and only discussions 
pertaining to RKO films were Rath- 
von’s reports on story material and 
costs of possible productions. 

Dore Schary, new studio head, was 
introduced to combined boards of 
organizations. 
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Pickford-Chapln' New Distrib ’ 
Terms Insure UA a Better % 





Mary Pickford and Charles Chap- 


lin have agreed to give up their 
right to “most favored” distribution 
ierms for release of their product 
via United Artists and new con- 
tracts are now being drawn up for 
them. As, co-owners of the com- 
pany they can, of course, have any 
terms they like, but there is tacit 
agreement that whatever figure they 





Stewart-Capra Continue 
Shilling for Their ‘Life’ 


James Stewart and_ probably 
Frank Capra will go to Mexico City 
the end of this month for the open- 
ing of “It’s a Wonderful Life” there 
and probably will fly to London in 


You Said It 


Washington, March il. 

MPA Title Registration Bureau 
announced Sunday (9) that “you” 
was the No. 1 word appearing in 
film titles regisf#$red with it by 
producers in 1946. It appeared 
683 times. 

Others and their frequency: 
“Jove,” 649 times; “I” 595 times; 
“my,” 560 times, and “man,” 363 
times. As a result the MPA flack 
roost came up with the 1946 slo- 
gan, “I love you, my man,” re- 
placing the “little man, I love 
you,” of 1945. 











Schaefer; Jr, and Cahill to Handle 
Those 350-375 Universal Reissues 


r’ 





M-G’s Rodgers Returns 
To H.O. After Coast Trip 


Metro sales weepee William F. 
Rodgers is slated to return to the 
homeoffice from the Coast next 
Monday (17) after six weeks of hud- 
dles with studio execs. During his 


vv 





Deal he recently made with Uni- 
versal, George J. Schaefer said in 
New York Monday (10), will give 
him between 350 and 375 reissues, 
plus serials, westerns and shorts. 


Ten-year franchise, he declared, calls 


for an on-the-line payment now of 
$1,500,000, plus a percentage of the 
income from the pix. 

Schaefer said the deal provided 


ce emumen eee 

. 3 rj ‘ ic’s iti Coast stay, Rodgers also had a look : : cantion 
decide on will be sufficiently high April for the pic's British preem. | . a ° a — “ yr tee cat ott for U turning over to him practically 
to give UA a profit. It is assumed, | Presence of the star and director at Kousse y 0g it at Orin ars & ; e rf all its product distributed between 
: a. ere? an » pi in vari siti in various stages of production. ' ‘ 
thérefore, that the distribution fee | a hah ak ae wy cienely acl e t t epict pei pag sa cae ake pate hig ges Ms (A pou’ 

will be around 25% domestic and ; “rouge ; . & Cues Righ 0 D s : ‘ - ~ ee 
‘haps the same across the board |it off to an improved start at the return will be to set up regional | season, which the company will re- 
ae tenes Ge eae: |b.0., which leads to the desire for C | b Sa P ‘esion| sales meets, at which members of | tain. Reissues will be states-righted 
‘jenslaur Verdoux.” Chaplin's | them to go abroad for its preems eieds ns erml | the field staff are expected to get | he declared, with operation handled 


forthcoming pic, will be handled by 


Mex opening is at the new Prado 





Lengthy treatment of the moot/ together to talk over the anti-trust | by his present firm, George J. Schae- 


PE ar 27 r} > al- ; } a ics | - ‘ ? ; » | fer enol > j aor > 
UA under the terms of the new theatre March ote It will be at | subject of unauthorized biographical decree and how Metro’s sales policy | fer Associates. His son, George Zz. 
agreement. Chaplin had no actual | tended by Mexico’s president and/ works and how far they can 0, will be changed to meet it. Meets | Schaefer, Jr., and son-in-law, John 
ag > if. 2 in a no « « nm ', ve V : 8 : ’ ; , 
distribution contract in effect with | diplomatic corps. London teeoff will | which N.Y. Supreme Court Justice | will start early in April, with the | Cahill, will run the outfit. 
the company “but included in his| be @ day-d@ter April 6 and the New | Bernard L. Schientag handed down | first one probably held in New York| He'll take only an advisory role 
any, l s 


prerogatives as an owner was the 


| Gallery and Tivoli theatres. 





llast week in denying an injunction 


for division manager John 





| 


P. | 


Schaefer said, but will hold a major 


é : ” 3j ' ‘ge Koussevit- | Byrne’s territor financial interest in the setup. Of- 
right to demand “most favored to music conductor Serge yi y: : : 
oman Miss Pickford had a pact to | . * zky, will have important repercus- fices are being established in the 
run “until “next Sept. 1 with the} sions in show biz, legalites believe. Paramount building to separate the 
“most favored” clause, but has| ay IS rl The subject recently came to the reissue activities from operation of 


agreed to tear it up. 
“Most favored” terms provided for 
a 25% fee up to an $800,000 gross 


‘Duel’ After All 


fore,in the film industry when Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt raised strong 
objections to Metro's picturization 
of President Roosevelt in “The Be- 





Mason Sues Rose; 





which 
of 


Enterprise Productions, of 

Schaefer became v.p. in charge 

distribution a few weeks ago. 
Coin for the U deal was advanced 


oun sneer se payor i | ginning or the End.” Advice of her Sa 7 Memorandum by the financing outfit which he con- 
- saad te od 21" e andlir ‘ e lawyers against bringing a suit par- trols, Equity Capital Corp., Schaefer 
somewhere around 21%, —s a “ ‘allels Justice Shientag’s ruling which | ‘aetna Ye esd Realty weald 
ne ay co ge a Metaalene te 0 S lg |decided the point for the first time | leontinue in existence, but would 
under the o acts. / 


other non-stockholding producers 
held similar terms, but they are be- 
ing changed as fast as the contracts 
expire. 

Contracts for Miss Pickford and 
Chaplin are now being drawn up 
in New York and will be forwarded 
them with blanks left for the fee. 
- The two owners will decide between 
them what they want to set it at 
and fill the blanks in when they 
sign the pacts. 


Despite the split a few weeks ago 
between David O. Selznick and | 
United Artists, possibility arose last 
week that UA will handle physical 
distribution of “Duel in the Sun” 
for DOS. UA directors, acting as 
result of an agreement made during 
negotiations for the breakup with 
Selznick, determined that it would 
be possible for the company to han- 
dle physical distribution if Selznick 
were willing to pay a fee that would 


in the state. 

Koussevitzky’s plaint was that his 
rights of privacy were invaded by 
the publication, advertisement and 
distribution of “Koussevitzky,” biog 
written by Moses Smith, Boston 
critic. In laying down the rule-of- 
thumb which producers in every 
media can follow, the court lifted the 
veil of obscurity which had befogged 
treatment of living persons in radio, 
pix and legit, it’s said. 

Standard outlined by the court 


Contract Is Invalid 


James Mason’s chances of doing 
pictures in the next five years for 
anyone other than David Rose hinges 
on litigation that popped up last 
week. Rose has an agreement in the 
form of a letter which ties Mason 
exclusively to a company to be 
formed by the duo for the five-year 
stretch, the Mason complaint, served 
on Rose as he disembarked from the 





| probably be inactive in indie pro- 


duction financing, for which it was 
formed. He declared that field was 
not propitious at the moment. 
Exclusively Enterprise 
New Enterprise post, Schaefer 
said, would require his exclusive 
services, except for those activities 
already in the works. Latter in- 
cludes an interest in a Rin Tin Tin 
pic in Vitacolor, which will be re- 
leased by PRC shortly, and owner- 


: “Ver- P : was summed «up as follows: Queen Elizabeth in New York, dis- | ship of American distrib rights to 
Pies: wonton aieta aakahes ha nati ie ee . “The right of privacy statute does closes. j the Italian-made English-language 
pany for release, but that possibility] Discussion at the pair of board |"°t @PPly to an unauthorized biog-| 1, slapping Rose with his N. Y.| Pic: “The 16th Bar,” produced by 


was definitely eliminated at the UA 
board meetings last week when the 
new contracts were discussed. 


meetings which UA held last week 
grew out of an arrangement with 
Selznick counsel Milton A. Kramer 
that the subject would be scrutinized 


raphy of a public figure unless the 
biography is fictional or novelized 
in eharacter. An examination of the 
book complained of clearly shows 
that it is not fictional. That it may 


supreme court action to rescind the 
deal, Mason jumped the gun on Rose. 
Latter had already filed a Federal 
court action in California to restrain 


Stephen Palios. 

Latter film may be distributed by 
the states-rights setup worked out 
for the U reissues, Schaefer said. 


: , : Other new films, as well as foreign 
without imposing legal or moral : ie _|the actor from working for anyone | . , 
COL. REELECTS SLATE; obligations on DOS. It’s believed ress wnllig sient aye seeing action, * else. But with Mason avoiding the or also will be sought, he 
that the original intent was for a Coast environs, complaint was never | # . 


7-YEAR PACTS TO COHNS 


Columbia Pictures stockholders’ 
meeting ended after little more than 
an hour yesterday (Tuesday) with 
everything up for vote passed ac- 
cording to schedule. Highlight of 
the vuting was the quick passage of 
seven-year employment contracts 
for Harry Cohn, prexy, and Jack 
€ohn, executive veepee of the com- 
pany, their first pacts in more than 
one and a half years. Measure was 
passed without modification. 

Company's board of directors was 
returned to office without exception, 
seven members consisting of Harry 
and Jack Cohn, A. Schneider, Nate 
Spingold, Abe Montague, Donald 
Stralem and L. M. Blancke. Also 
reelected were Col. officers Harry 
Cohn, president, Jack Cohn exec 
veepee, Schneider as vice-president 
and treasurer, and veepees Spingold, 
Montague, B. B. Kahane, Lester 
Roth, Joseph A. McConville and 
Louis Barbano. Other officers are 
Charles Schwartz, secretary; Morti- 


deal covering a series of Selznick 
films, but UA board decided that 
it would consider nothing at this 
time beyond a contract for “Duel.” 

Board took no formal action to- 
ward informing Kramer of its de- 
eision, pending a field survey to de- 
termine that handling “Duel” would 
in no way impair its. other opera- 
tions. Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion has, in the meantime, made 
what is apparently a tentative deal 
with an organization of motion pic- 
ture truckers, Film Distributors As- 
sociation, to handle its product. 
Kramer refused comment on the UA 
action, 





New Distribution Setup 
Chicago, March 11. 

New outfit to handle physical dis- 
tribution of films for indie producers 
was born here last week with a 
deal already set to handle Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun.” National Film 
Service, new firm made up of ex- 
change and shipping men, also hopes 
to take on PRC and Monogram in 


Justice Shientag then went on to 
say that any false depictions could 
be the subject of a libel action but 
not the basis of a damage action un- 
der the civil rights laws. 

Opinion pointed up the distinction 
between persons whose duties or 
jobs have a public interest and those 
who live strictly private livés. Those 
in the public eye are subject to treat- 
ment by any of the media, court 
noted, and applying the test to 
Koussevitzky said: “The plaintiff in 
this case during the greater part of 
his life has been and continues to be 
an important public figure. His 
prominent achievements as a 
musician bring him constantly be- 
fore the public eye and make his life 
of general interest.” 


Court’s ruling, if upheld on appeal, 
leaves no doubt that Hollywood may 
limn a prominent figure with or 
without consent providing the de- 
piction sticks to the facts and leaves 
out details of private life which are 
ordinarily none of the public’s busi- 
ness, industry attorneys now con- 


served on him. Rose, of course, will 
counterclaim in the current action 
brought by his erstwhile partner. 


Entire dispute rests on a letter 
addressed by Rose to Mason on June 
5, 1946 which sets forth their scheme 
to form a new ecompany. Britisher’s 
complaint attacks the letter with the 
assertion that it was not the final 
deal which was to be drawn later. 
Rose, it’s claimed, refused to par- 
ticipate in the drafting of a full- 
scale pact and thereby repudiated 
the entire project. 

Paramount Catch In It 

Main gripe of Mason, according 
to the pleading, is the alleged at- 
tempt by Rose to sell him to Para- 
mount. By so doing, it’s alleged, 
Rose abandoned both the spirit and 
the letter of the agreement. More- 
over, charge is made that the ex- 
Paramount g.m. in England had con- 
cealed an understanding 
(Rose) was to get $25,000 for every 
pic that Mason made for Par, 


that he|- 


Plans for Enterprise do not at the 
moment envisage addition of any 
sales staff, Schaefer explained. He 
said he’d be actively in supervision 
of distribution by United Artists 
domestically and Metro abroad. Pub- 
licity-advertising setup will be de- 
veloped, however, he said, with of- 
fice space now being sought to house 
the whole Ent eastern ff, includ- 
ing its story ed and studio rep. 





Mannix Back at M-G 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Eddie Mannix returned to Metrg 
yesterday (10) after almost a week 
in Cedars of Lebanon hospital. 
Exec was hospitalized with a sore 
throat and returned home over the 
weekend. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Brian Aherne 
Brian Ahearn 
Rupert Allan 





mer Wormser, ass't treasurer; Leo j clude. Any advertising or exploi-| Mason-Rose letter called for for-| Annabella 
Jaffe, ass't treasurer; David Fogel: |"¢ar future, it was said at a nation-| tation which is eoremwes: | to the vam mer to receive $2,000 weekly for five| Benedict Bogeaus 
son and Duncan Kassell, asst secre- | Wide conclave here. Setup has Na-| will also be free from the taint of |¥e®"s plus 50% of the profits of all William Boyd 


taries, and C. B. Wikoff, controller. 

Up for vote and passed were com- 
mon stock warrants for several of 
the officers. 


Exam Paulette Goddard 
In Bercovici Vs. Chaplin 


Deposition of Paulette Goddard 
was taken in the N. Y. federal court 
last week in the $5,000,000 suit filed 
by Konrad Bercovici against Char- 
lie Chaplin in 1941. Bercovici has 





tional doing everything but actual 
selling of product and _ physical 
trucking, which will be dealt out 
to individual carriers. 

Headed by J. P. Clark, of Clark Film 
Distributors, Philadelphia, outfit will 
have branches in 21 key cities, with 
following managers: S. J. Marshall, 
Boston and New Haven; Harold Mc- 
Kinney, Des Moines and Omaha; 
Edward Johnson, Cleveland; George 
Callahan, Jr., Pittsburgh; Lex Ben- 
ton, Atlanta: R. V. Martin, Dallas: 
M. H. Brandon, New Orleans and 


invasion of private life under the 
same rules of conduct, it’s believed. 


PROTESTANT CHURCH 
WANTS PIX-RADIO CO-OP 


Means of interesting more film 
and radio writers in religious topics 
were explored last week at a two- 
day meeting of various Protestant 
denominations held under the aus- 





pix. Rose’s stipend was $1,000 per 
week and the other half of the take. 
In attempting a deal with Par which 
would have given Mason $100,000 
advance on each film to be applied 
to 25% cut on the gross after one 
and nine-tenths of negative costs 
had been returned to Par, Rose be- 
haved “completely inconsistent” with 
his original pact, it’s asserted, 


N. Y. to L. A. 





Walter Branson 
William G. Brenner 
Sammy Cahn 
Claudette Colbert 
Betty Comden 
Dixie Crosby 
Bullets Durgom 
Jack Elliott 
David Franklin 
Jack Gertsman 
William Goetz 
Adolph Green 
Martin Jurow 


: ec t Ricardo Amador Maud Lamy 
elaimed he wrote “Haymarket Riot” | Memphis: John Vickers, Charlotte, | Pices of the Missionary Education] « Pam Blumenthal Carl Leserman 
and “Cry of Wolf” for Chaplin in|N, C.; Earl Jameson, Kansas City, | Movement at St. George's Protestant} Jay Burton Anita Loos 
1937 and that the latter turned them | st, Louis, and Denver; Thomas Gil- | ©Piseopal Church, N. Y. Conclave} Irving Brecher David Lord 
down, but subsequently incorpo- 


rated the two stories in his “Great 
Dictator.” 

With the suit not scheduled for 
the court docket for two months, 
Miss Goddard's deposition was 


taken last week because the actress | 


sailed for England for a six-month’s 





boys, San Francisco; W. A. Staler, 


Pacific Northwest; Charles Trampey, t 


Milwaukee, and Frank Smith, Buffalo 
and Albany. Chicago rep has not 
been determined yet. 





Pressburger Due in U. S. 


also discussed methods of directing 
Hollywood's attention toward more 
religious films, and especially noted 
|a need of more scripts—both film and 
| radio—where the Protestant faith is 
depicted. 

|; Conference was arranged by Mrs. 
| Margaret B. Cobb, chairman of the 





Tom Drake 
Arnold Grant 
John Hertz, Jr. 
Eric Johnston 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Paul MacNamara 
Paul Mantz 

Ed Perkins 


George Mayer 

S. Barret McCormick 
Bill Pierce 

Zasu Pitts 

Rudy Polk 

William F. Rodgers 
Budd Rogers 
Lizbeth. Scott 


stay. She was called as a witness} Arnold Pressburger sails from | drama committee Missionary Edu-| Mr. and Mrs. Walter Reade, Jr, Charles K. Stearn 
by Louis Frohlich, counsel for | England to New York, Saturday (15) | cation Movement. Dr. Franklin] David Rose Jule Styne 
Chaplin, to refute Bercovici’s charge |OM the Queen Elizabeth, having been | Cogswell, prexy and executive sec-| Wesley Ruggles Deems Taylor 

that he had huddled consistently | #broad several months. He will re-| retary of the organization, presided.| Toots Shor John M. Whittaker 


with Chaplin at his home in 1937, | turn to England in about two months | Panel discussions were headed by Dr. 


when he was married to Miss God- | for start lensing of “Then and Now”| Fred Eastman, professor of drama 


dard. Actress declared Bercovici 

had come to their home only once 

and was not a constant visitor. 
Louis Nizer represented Bercovici 





in Italy in June, interiors to be shot | 
in England. 


Pressburger has completed a deal 


at tne Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary, among others. Mrs. Cobb de- 
scribed the MEM as a non-pressure 


Harry Thomas 
Martha Vickers 
Don Wilson 


Europe to N. Y. 


Wilde Twins 
N. Y. to Europe 


Ambrose Doskaw 
Miriam Gantz 





to do production in Europe with J. 


group which acts in purely an ad- 
Arthur Rank. 


visory capacity. 


Sam Siritzky 
Henry Fielding 


Arthur M. Loew 
Joseph Siritzky 











at the hearing. 
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RECORD TIE-UP PROMOTION SET 
FOR BOB HOPE'S PRIZE PICTURE! 






Huge Exploitation Plan 
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Sti ~ Insures Top Hope Grosses! 
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That Will Register Over a BILION Seling Impres 





10 BOB HOPE-PEPSODENT BROADCASTS 125,000 DISPLAYS IN 78,00 
over 163 NBC Stations. Listen for Bob’s —_8,00€ Chevrolet ‘showrooms 4 
first public announcement of contest on dug and chain outlets. 


| March 18th program. 42 MILLION ENTRY BLANKS distributed 


432 INSERTIONS OF SIX 630-LINE NEWS- thru these 78,000 stores and in thousands 
PAPER ADS in full color—in 72 Sunday of theatres. 


papers in 64 cities for 6 consecutive weeks. NEWSPAPER CONTESTS IN 15 STRATEGIC 


250,000 SALES PERSONNEL of drug stores CITIES. Local contests with extra local 


will plug the contest by word-of-mouth. prizes and promotion in 15 pre-release keys. 
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00 WORTH OF PRIZES! 
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o 24 Free Chevrolets - 
o~ 48 Free Frigidaires -= 
e~ 60 Free $100 Bills -= 
= Scores of Local Prizes -= 























In Paramount-Pepsodent’s Nationwide 


NEER JINGLE LONTESI 














Bi 29 Major Prizes A Week—Every Week For 6 Weeks! 


From March 18th to April 29th, all Amer- | competing in 6 separate weekly contests 
ica will be writing 2-line jingles, starting to win 4 Chevrolets, 8 Frigidaires and. 10 
with the words “My Favorite Brunette.....”, hundred-dollar bills awarded each week! 
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And The Picture’s 
As Colossal As The Promotion! 


— 


“Hope was never treated to a better 
vehicle”... . 2... . . Says. Boxoffice 





“It figures to top the comedian’s previous 
best grosses!”, . . . . Says M. P. Herald 


“The boxoffice will love it!”’.. Says Film Daily 








“It’s a perfectly swell hunk of boxoffice 
merchandise!” . .. .. Says M. P. Daily 





“Gag piles on gag...in sure-fire boxoffice!” 
Says Variety 


THY 
O R 


Ou 










ee 








More gags and laughs 
than you can count 
In Hope’s Prize hit from 


Paramount 








Pe By 
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STARTING T0 TH 





- With U of Rank Pix for US. Distribution 


An even break with Universal on 





the selection of British pix of J. Ar- 
thur Rank intended for U. S. dis- 
tribution by the two companies will 
be sought by Arthur Krim, E-L 
prexy, during talks with Rank of- 
ficials which start in London this 
week. Krim, it’s been learned, will 
ask for an agreement in black-and- 
white which would insure his com- 
pany against playing second fiddle 
to U on allocation of Rank’s pix to | 
the two American companies that | 
handle his films in the U. S. 

Under the current setup which 
probably will continue, British pix 
are grooved to the two companies 
on the decision of a reviewing board 
which consists of Krim, Robert Ben- 
jamin, Rank’s U. S. topper; Matty 
Fox, U’s executive veepee; William 
J. Heineman, sales chief for Rank’s 
product distributed by U; Alfred 
Schwalberg, E-L sales head, and 
Jock Lawrence, veepee of Rank’s 
U. S. outfit. Board is to designate 
a minimum of 12 British films an- 
nually to U and eight to E-L. 

Krim will point to the solid per- 
formance of his sales force in ped- 
dling the company’s first British re- 
lease, “Bedelia,” as proof that his 
outfit is geared to handle big Rank 
properties. E-L prexy, moreover, 
will make a point of the effective 
bally currently being stirred by his 
flackery for both “Bedelia” and its 
successor, “The Adventuress.” 

Despite an impression to the con- 
trary in U. S. trade circles, under- 
standing between Pathe Industries, 

arent organization of E-L, and 
se has always been that E-L 
would have an equal voice in the 
selection of films, it’s said. How- 
ever, Krim is anxious to obtain 
written verification of that under- 
Standing to dispel the misconcep- 
tion of his company’s role in dis- 
tributing Rank’s pix. Consequently, 
that will be one of his prime ob- 
jectives in the huddles which are 
expected to last some 10 days. 


SEARS STILL TESTING 
‘CARNEGIE HALL’ POLICY 


Insistence of the producers on 
roadshowing “Carnegie Hall” is be- 
ing resisted by United Artists dis- 
tribution chief Grad Sears, who is 
desirous of making further tests on 
the picture before setting a policy. 
Sears was pleased with the four-day 
experimental roadshow engagement 
in Hartford two weeks ago, but is 
desirous of a similar trial in another 
town on a grind basis at regular ad- 
mission prices. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., sales chief for 
Boris Morros - William LeBaron’s 
Federal Films, feels that the Hart- 
ford tryout proved his point in favor 
of a roadshow policy. Musical 
played two-a-day in the 2,000-seat 
Bushnell Memorial Auditorium at 
$2.40 top and got $15,990 for its eight 
performances. That’s considered ex- 
ceptionally good on any standard, 
but especially so in view of the fact 
that the test engagement was pre- 
ceded by no national advertising and 
only $4,000 was spent on the local 
campaign. 

Decision on whether to go ahead 
©n a roadshow basis or make the 
Popular-price tests Sears wants may 
be arrived at this week. Meantime, 
plans are going ahead for a New 
York engagement, probably at two 
houses day-and-date, one on a grind 








| talking of suits 





and one on a two-a-day policy. 





Franey’s Rank Powwow 


In London on 16m Plans 


James Franey, United World Pic- , 


tures’ prexy, sailed Friday (7) 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth for Lon- 
don huddles with execs of the J. 
Arthur Rank organization. Talks 
are aimed at completing details for 
the handling of Rank’s narrow- 
Gauge versions in the U.S. UWP, a 
Universal subsid, has a reciprocal 
distribution arrangement with Rank 
and has already begun to sell British 
educational and religious shorts. 
Franey will remain in England for 
ur weeks. 


ao 


Telefilm Plans Expansion 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Joseph A. Thomas, prexy of Tele- | 
film, Inc., announced an appropria- 
tion of $1,500,000 for an expansion 
program, currently under way. 
Company is constructing new 
studios for 16m production and in- 
creasing facilities for video work. 


Exhibs Gripe At 
4-Walls Leasing 





Habit by Distribs 


Exhib reaction is reported grow- 
ing throughout the country—partic- 
ularly in the Chicago area—against 
the increasing number of theatre- 
leasing deals being entered into by 
producers as a means of establishing 
minimum admission prices for their 
pictures. Exhibs maintain the move 
is just a subterfuge to get around 
the provision of the court decree 
outlawing clauses governing, mini- 
mum b.o. tap in licensing contracts. 

Number of indie exhibs have been 
against producers 
and distribs who are leasing or plan 
to lease houses, although their 
grounds — from a purely legalistic 
standpoint—aren’t quite clear. Most 
of their venom ties up with resent- 
ment at what they claim are ex- 
orbitant terms being asked for films. 
They feel that the leasing deals are 
being used to push up film rentals 
as well as admish fees. 

RKO is the only company using 
the leasing method now on a large 
scale. It. is selling Samuel Gold- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Krim Wants E-L to Get Equal Choice 
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9 PIX DOWN TO 
10, WILL GUT 100 


Studio labor troubles of the past 
Six months, coupled with long-range 
planning by the majors to cut down, | 
are flattening film backlogs which | 
steadily climbed to a high of 129 
early in the fall of ’46. In a reversal 
of the trend which gathered strength 
during the war, three companies | 
have already slashed the number of | 
completed but unreleased films while 
releasing schedules for the others | 
indicate that they will soon follow | 
suit. As things now stand, the eight 
majors have a total backlog of 110 | 
pix which represents a $40,000,000 | 
decrease of thereabouts in inventory 
on the shelves, 

An accelerated releasing pace | 
matched to the strike-caused pro- | 
duction slowdown is the main | 
answer to the slipping backlog total. | 
The stepping up of releases beyond 
the point where studio production 

(Continued on page 29) 


Wilson Sues Graphic 
Circuit and Distribs 
In 1006 Anti-Trust Claim 


Burlington, Vt., March 11. 
A suit filed in Federal court here 


4 











IN OUT BACKLOGS 


IATSE Intervenes and Stalls N. Y. Lab 
Technicians Strike Yesterday (Tues.) 








last week by Joseph P. Wilson, op- 
erator of the Brandon, seeks $100,- 
000 damages from each of 14 de-| 
fendants alleged to have combined 
|in a conspiracy to violate the anti- 
trust laws. 

Including four exhibitors and 10 
distributors, the defendants are 
| Samuel Kurson of Bangor, Me.; 
| Newell and Kenneth Kurson of 
| Newton, Mass.; Millinocket Opera 
| House, Inc., with offices in Bran- 
'don, and the following distributors: 
| Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO, 
| United Artists, Universal, Columbia, 
| Republic, Monogram and PRC. 








| Plaintiff claims his business was 
| (Continued on page 31) 
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‘Future of Hollywood’ 


Symposium on the future of 
Hollywood will be, held tomorrow 
(13) at the Screen Publicists Guild 
membership meeting at Hotel Picca- 
dilly, N. Y. 

Speakers will be Maurice Berg- 
man, Universal ad-publicity direc- 
tor, Richard Griffith, National Board 
of Review national director, 
John T. McManus, PM staffer. 


Cutting Down On 
No. of Changes To 
Combat Distribs 


Minneapolis, March 11. 

Aroused by mounting film 
costs and distributors’ disregard of 
their City indepen- 
dent exhibitors are trying a brand 
new line of attack in a campaign to 
obtain better deals. They're cutting 
down the number of their weekly 
changes, believing that by this 
method they finally can break the 
companies down. 





the 


protests, Twin 


Many of the uptown independent 
situations already have reduced 
their number of changes from three 
and four to as few as two. By so 
doing, they point out, they are able 
to get along with fewer companies’ 
product. Elimination of even one 
company effects an economy for 
them and leaves the particular dis- 
tributor without potential cus- 
tomers. Eventually, they hope, by 
pursuing such a course of action 

(Continued on page 22) 

















Wall Sts Pros 





and Cons on 


Pix Stocks | 


Poor showing of film stocks in the past three months on the New York Stock Exchange has Wall Street’s 


wizards studying their charts to dope the less than average market trend of the majors. 


A number of in- 


vestment advisers have recently circulated their conclusions among subscribers on the subject with the 


latest by Carl M. Loeb, Rhoades & 


the major motion picture companies has been carried too far.” 


Co. 
In the 


Latter believ es that “the discounting of lower earnings for most of 


same vein, the report says: “We 


believe the comparatively poor action of the movie stocks reflects a persistent but largely unjustified Wall 


Street prejudice as well as confused thinking on the industry facts.” 


Unraveling the complex financial 


factors involved, the report tabulates the following doudle-entry ledger on pros-and-cons of films’ future worth 


in earnings: 


FAVORABLE FACTORS IN FILMS OUTLOOK 


Field research indicates only slight reduction in 


1, 
revenues for 1947, at the worst. 
questioning of film execs.) 


U. S. films are holding own in 


In 1946 revenues increased 10% 


seas. 
Decree-ordered competitive sell 


basis has proven no added hardship “during the 
period of reduced picture production and high 
It may even result in higher 


boxoffice receipts. 
rentals. 


during a depression. 


for producing more costly and r 


Theatre operation is more flexib 
believed. Some 30%-35% of 


would fall with dip in b.o. grosses. 


Use of reissues has, on whole, p 


Majors have registered 
building up strong financial! 
and priorities erased or shar 


working capital is large and liquid. 


Wartime building restrictions 
costs have tended to maintain 
tions to affiliates. Industry, als 
indulging in excessive constru 
sion expenditures. 


The report sees no real th 
sponsorurg an expensive picture | 
stocks, Paramount ts const 

| risk from a failing foreign mar 
RKO, Metro, Colum 
This lineup takes i 





| 


Pix have a lag in their correlation to consumer 
spending. They're one of the last things to dip 


Industry, forewarned, is in process of working 
off highest cost product and has deferred plans 


cessful. Cost for them negligible and profits solid. 


treme 
c 


dered the bes 


nto consid 
biz now being done in possible danger areas, 


Best available 
(As indicated by 


foreign countries. 
over 1945 over- 


ing on individual this period of 


isky films. 

le than commonly 
operating costs pix. 

roven highly suc- 


ndous strides in 
onditions. Debts 


move in New 
ply reduced and 


and current high (Not indicated 
favorable condi- 
o, prevented from 


ction and expan- 








eration kumber of theatres owned in 
report indicates. 


foreign economic systems. 
several directions. 
and restrictions on importation or playing of pix, 
and heightened competition from local filmakers. 
Control of costs very difficult because of nature 
of industry, its habits and those of leading per- 
sonalities. Cost cuts may impair quality. More- 
over, purchase price of stories and salary nut to 
top players show no indication of dipping with 
competition as hot as ever. 

Studio labor is apt to continue troublesome and 
force even higher production costs. 

Necessity to spend large sums to exploit and sell 


UNFAVORABLE FACTORS 


figures indicate film attendance in 


U. S. has not kept pace with population growth. 
Phenomenon suggests nation’s movie-going habit 
has been impaired by growth of other amuse- 
ments, primarily radio, automobiling and sports. 
Heavy dependence on foreign revenues creates 
“high degree of vulnerability,” especially during 


growing disruption in important 
Danger comes from 
These include stricter quotas 


Industry is one of favorite targets for Congres- 
sional investigations and anti-trust suits. 

(Not indicated by report.) 
wards higher amusement taxes, with states and 
localities jumping on the bandwagon. 


Continued trend to- 


Current 
York typifies politicos’ view that 


amusements are fair game to meet higher govern- 
ment overhead. 


by report.) Growing following for 


British and foreign language importations. While 
not a serious threat as yet to U. S. films in do- 
mestic market, 
by industry execs. 


that possibility is not discounted 


reat to the industry from television since there’s little likelihood of anyone 
for broadcast when it would be shown only once. 
t bet for investors; 20th-Fox, second; and Metro, third. So far as 
ket is concerned, Par is subject least to it; 20th next; then Warner Bros., 
bia and Universal in that order. 


In rating individual 


U. S. and gross amount of foreign 


and | 


Narrowly averting a paralyzing 
walkout of 2,000 workers in 18 
major New York labs, heads df the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees intervened in the 
situation Monday (10) and ordered 
| its subsidiary, Film Lab Technicians, 
Local 702, to negotiations 
with the companies for a new con- 


resume 





tract. Step was taken after a union 
membership meeting had voted last 
Sunday (9) to empower the local’s 


executive board to strike, if neces- 
i sary, following the rupture 
tract talks two days before 

Despite fact that the old pact ex- 
pired Monday, IATSE toppers re- 
fused to approve Local 702’s request 
for strike sanction before another 
attempt was made to break through 
the deadlocked union-company con- 


of con- 


fabs. In a move to facilitate a so- 
lution, Richard F. Walsh, IA prez, 
appointed a special international rep 
to collaborate with the local’s ne- 
gotiating committee at the next 
powwow with company heads sched- 
uled for tomorrow (13). 

Reluctance of the IA to put an 


okay stamp on Local 702 strike was 
understood to have stemmed from 
an awareness that such an action 
would have immediately shut down 
practically every theatre in the area. 
Not only would production and 
printing of negatives have been tied 
up, but other IA subsidiaries, like 
the projectionist and _ stagehand 
unions, would have refused to pass 
picket lines intended to be set up 
around theatres by Local 702. 

According to John J. Francavilla, 
local prez, negotiations were broken 
off last Friday after the companies 
presented a list of counter-demands 
which, in his estimation, would have 
destroyed all gains made by the 
union during the past 10 years, in- 
cluding the closed shop. Basic union 
demand for wage parity with West 
Coast lab workers was not discussed 
in view of the companies’ attitude, 
Francavilla stated. 


HUGHES AMENDS SUIT 
ON MPA’S ‘OUTLAW’ NIX 


Claiming damages amounting to 
$7,500,000, attorneys for Howard 
Hughes Production filed an amended 
complaint in N. Y. federal district 
court yesterday (11) charging con- 
spiracy by the Motion Picture Assn. 
to revoke seal of approval from 
plaintiff's picture, “The Outlaw.” 
Declaring that no indie producer 
can successfully market a feature 
unless screened in theatres affiliated 
to the MPA, Hughes’ attorney, 
Charles Poletti, asks the court to 
enjoin MPA from interfering in any 
way with distribution and exhibition 
of films produced by Hughes, or 
from compelling him to conform in 
his advertising to MPA standards 
in order to obtain the Production 
Code seal. Plaintiff also seeks to 
recover three times the damages 
that it will establish at trial of the 
action. 





Dozier-Fontaine’s Duo 


Via Universal Release 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Rampart Films, owned by William 
Dozier and Joan Fontaine, his wife, 
will produce “Possession” and “Let- 
ter From an Unknown Woman” as 
their first two offerings, with Miss 
Fontaine in the star spot. Dana An- 
drews will co-star in the first, Sheri- 
dan Gibney producing. “Letter” 
will be produced by John Houseman, 
One of the two films will roll in 
October, followed by the other pic- 
ture immediately. Universal-Inter- 
national, with which Dozier is a stu- 
dio executive, will release. 





Roz’s First for Own Co. 
Hollywood, March 11. 
“Lucky Penny” starring Rosalind 





Russell, will be the first vehicle for 
Independent Artists, using its star- 
owner. Frederick Brisson, her hus- 
band, is prexy of IA. 

Yarn will start lensing in mid- 
August with Humphrey Bogart get- 
ting the pitch to play male lead. 
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High Barbaree 
Hollywood, March 8. 


Meiro release of Everett Riskin produc- 
tion. Stars Van Johnson, June Allysen; 
Jeatures Thomas Mitchell, Marilyn Maxwell, 
Henry Hull, Claude Jarman, Jr. Directed 
by Jack Conway. Screenplay, Anne Mor- 
vison Chapin, Whitfield Cook, Cyril Hume; 
based on. novel by Charles Nordhoff and 
James Norman Hall; camera, Sidney Wee- 
ner; editor, Conrad -A. Nervig. Tradeshown 
March 5, ‘47. Running time, 91 MINS. 


MOG  WrOGRS ..f 3. ccdecndacecosre Van Johnson 
et. Pee or ee June Allyson 
Capt. Thad Vail...... ee++.Thomas Mitchell 
Diana Case..........-.....Marilyn Maxwell 
RAGE. BEOOROs. oi dccsecss. Camefon Mitchell 
Alec (age 14)..... es--.-Claude Jarman, Jr. 
wns SN. 6 > SUR bOh batt deb bes-e Henry Hull 
Mire. Brooke.....e<+- PTT eT Geraldine Wall 
BIGMA PASROOS «osc cies cccess Barbara Brown 
BON COAG es oc twe ccddaivies ..Paul Harvey 
Colonel Taylor. ..ccsseccscces Charles Evaus 





Flashback technique used in telling 
“High Barbaree” keeps it from being 
a war story, although its premise is 


laid in the Pacific during the recent | 
fight against Japan. It has been mov- | 
ingly developed under Jack Conway's | 


directorial skill and the strong pro- 


duction guidance by Everett Riskin. | 
Picture carries top marquee strength 
in the names of Van Johnson, June | 
Allyson, Thomas Mitchell and others | 


to give it promising gross outlook. 


Title derives from mythical island | 
imagined by a seafaring uncle of a| 


small boy in telling the youngster 
tall tales of life on the bounding 


main. It so captures the imagination | 


of the kid that when his plane is 
downed in-the Pacifie he sets a course 
for the spot, little knowing that it 
is symbolic of death. 

As the seaplane drifts towards 
High Barbaree, Van Johnson, the 
pilot, recounts his childhood to his 
only remaining companion, Cameron 
Mitchell. These flashbacks to civilian 
life are the means of keeping up 
morale for the two fliers and ring 
with genuine emotional appeal. Script 
by Anne Morrison Chapin, Whitfield 


Cook and Cyril Hume, based on novel | 


of same title by Charles Nordhoff 
and James Norman Hall, is packed 
with lines and situations that punch 
over realism of family life. . 

Players do a sock job of making 
believeable the drama. Johnson gives 
an unusually good account of him- 
self in the top male role. June Ally- 
son is sincere and appealing as the 
childhood sweetheart grown up who 
brings Johnson back on the path of 
his destiny. Hers is a talent capable 
of moving an audience. Thomas 
Mitchell is fine as the uncle who pe- 
riodically comes home from the sea 
with a new set of adventures. Mari- 
lyn Maxwell makes an attractive 
rival love interest. Moppets portray- 
ing leads in childhood are headed up 
by Claude Jarman, Jr., Cameron 
Mitchelk,-screen newcomer, impresses 
in his role with Johnson. « Henry 
Hull, Geraldine Wall, Barbara Brown, 
Paul Harvey are among others show- 
ing well. 

Picture has been given excellent 
lensing by Sidney Wagner, and other 
technical functions are of high stand- 
ard, Brog. 





Buck Privates Come 
Home 
Hollywood, March 8. 


Universal-International release of Robert 
Arthur production. Stars Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costello; features Tom Brown, Joan 
Fulton, Nat Pendleton, Donald MacBride, 
Beverly Simmons. Directed by Charles Bar- 
ton. Screenplay, John Grant, Frederie IT. 
Rinaldo; Robert Lees: based on story by 
Richard Macaulay and Bradford Ropes; 
camera, Charles Van Enger, David 8S. Hors- 
ley; music, Walter Schumann: editor, Ed- 





ward Curtiss. Previewed March 6. °47. 
Running time, 77 MINS. 
Cpl. Siicker WMS... .. cee acce Bud Abbott 
BrerOye BO Wiris .kk occ chee cote Lou Gostello 
Bill Gregory...... Mss veletescars Tom Brown 
a Se a a ae Joan Fulton 
Bags A s wha Becdi cs cer ee Nat Pendleton 
Yvonne LeBru (Evey)..... Beverly Simmons 
oe. OE a Don Beddoe 
Ca ptaiteicscsctves chee $8 te Tees een Don Porter 
Police Captain. ........... Donald MacBride 
Ist Lieutenant...... ET ee Lane Watson 
2nd Ist Lieutenant......... William Ching 
ee ET ee Se ek ae Peter Thompson 
| Pe ere a Tacteeevens George Beban, Jr. 
Wiser cand oe andi eS ey ree Jimmie Dodd 
i ee) ae Lennie Bremen 
ee Pee See te Ft oe Al Murphy 
OG is <<. 06:4 0:09.40 PURE ACES cca'e oe ..Bob Wilke 
Husband bss Seb hbase Se bedeces William Hande 
IMO ts hays sae cashes eeo.ess.- Janna de Loos 
Wew Work Cop. .iscdssies ss Buddy Roosevelt 
New Work Cop. iiksissds cs Chuck Hamilton 





Back in 1941, Universal sent Abbott 
& Costello off to war in “Buck Pri- 
vates.” Six years and 18 pictures 
later, Universal-International brings 
them back to civilian life in “Buck 
Privates Come Home.” The return is 
strong A&C film fare, geared for 
hearty risibility reaction and good 
boxoffice. 

Fat and thin comics romp through 
familiar routines with few variations. 
but it’s still strong laugh material 
with capacity to satisfy fans of rowdy 
slapstick. Picture opens with scene 
from the original “Buck Privates,” 
getting things going with a sure 
laugh. Pace is maintained through- 
out by Charles Barton's direction 
which has plenty of punch to put 
over the crazy brand of comedy. 

Sight gags, situations and chases 
that always feature Abbott & Cos- 
tello comedies are strung on a story 
line that has the boys smuggling a 
little French girl into this country 
upon their return from overseas. 
Efforts to conceal the kid and pre- 
vent her deportation is frantic fun, 
climaxing in a hilarious chase that 
is socko. Chase has Costello taking 
off in a midget racing car with police 
after him and builds to hysterical 

aks of audience gasps. Another 
igh spot is version of the old heights 
situation wherein Costello dangles 


Miniature Reviews 

“High Barbaree” (MG). Good 
dramatic tale that minimizes 
war background by flashbacks. 
Strong cast to aid b.o. 

“Buck Privates Come Home” 
(UD. Zany Abbott & Costello 
comedy with good b.o. outlook. 

“The Imperfeet Lady” (Par). 


Teresa Wright, Ray Milland 
starrer due for moderate b.0o. 
“High Conquest” (Mono). 


Mountain-climbing ¢rama _ con- 
siderably above Mono average; 
b.o. prospects good. 

“Lost Honeymoon” (E-L). Bet- 


ter than average dualer but- 
tressed with some neat direc- 
torial touches. 





“Ivan the Terrible” (Artkino). 
Russian-made story of 16th cen- 
| tury czar is okay Soviet fare but 
| disappointing generally. 

“Range Beyond the _ Biue” 
(PRC). than average 
oatuner in Eddie Dean se- 


Better 
the 





ries. 


} 








| from a clothes-line between two high | 
buildings. 

Lending strong support to come- 
| dians is Nat Pendleton as the tough 
| top kick who is driven frantic by an- 
| ties. Romance angle is carried off by 
| Tom Brown and Joan Fulton in sat- 
| isfactory fashion, and Beverly Sim- 
| mons is cute as the little French girl 
| who causes all the trouble. Donald 
| MacBride and others are good. 
| Robert Arthur has given exceilent 
| production values to the script by | 
John Grant, Frederic I. Rinaldo and | 
Robert Lees, based on a story by 
Richard Macaulay and _ Bradford 
Ropes. Lensing, background music, 
editing and other factors are expert. 

Brog. 








The Imperfect Lady 
Paramount release of Kar] Tunberg pro- 
duction. Stars Ray Milland, Teresa Wright; 
features Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Virginia 





Field, Anthony Quinn, Reginald Owen. Di- 
rected by Lewis Allen Screenplay, Tun- 
berg based on story by Ladislas Fodor; 
camera, John F. Seitz; editor, Duncan 
Mansfield; score Victor Young Trade- 
shown N. Y¥., March 6, °47 Lunning time, | 
95 MINS. 

ol Be RP ee ....Ray Milland 
Millicent Hopkins..\........Teresa Wright 
Lord Belmont.........Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Rose’ Bridges ..cccacccscses .. Virginia Field 
Tame MGVSINCK cc cccscectes .Anthony Quinn 
REG,. FENPEING..cccccessecess Reginald Owen 
Lord Montglyn.............Melville Cooper 
Inspector Carston.....+-.... Rhys Williams 
ae De. cage ce eoetbecteuss George Zucco 
Gam Travers. ....ccccceces Charles Coleman 
Mr. Rogan...... sVoeseeeetes ‘Miles’ Mander 
Glpdstone Laas 6 0000¢86a000% Gordon Richards 
Lord Chief Justice..........Edmond Breon 
Henderscre™®............-.Frederic Worlock 
Malcolm Gadhy...............Michael Dyne 
LASOVS 6-56 Sas awe tes i re Joan Winfield 
} Mrs. 


GUNMOP..ccccsesecares Lilian Fontaine 


A galaxy of Paramount’s top name 
| players lends this pic a. lustre that 
will pay off nicely at the wickets. 
“The Imperfect Lady,” however, fails 
to measure up to the full b.o. pos- 
sibilities afforded by its starring bat- 
tery of Ray Milland and Teresa 
Wright chiefly because of a stunting 
screenplay and loose direction. . 


Pic is handicapped séverely by the 
routine treatment given to the al- 
ready familiar theme of an obscure 
showgirl .surmounting obstacles of 
inferior social status and sullied rep- 
utation to win the love of an upper- 
crust English nobleman. Even the 
venerable melodramatic contrivance 
of a murder trial at the climax fails 
to rouse any tension due to director 
Lewis Allen’s consistent habit of tele- 
graphing far in advance every twist 
and turn in the plot, 

Production mountings that have a 
solid mahogany illusion and a superb 
cast of lead and supporting players 
tend to counteract somewhat the 
negative effects of the inferior script- 
ing. A period drama localed in Eng- 
laf circa 1890, film gives enough of 
a glimpse into the life of the upper 
clawses which, together with the 
elaborate costumes, fancy dress balls 
and romantic heartaches, should 
stamp it as a good women’s picture. 

Miss Wright registers with an ex- 
ceptionally appealing performance as 
the young ballerina who, while tour- 
ing with her troupe, meets Milland 
in the midst of his election campaign 
for Parliament. Usual case of love at 
first sight, romance between the two 
is quickly blighted by the opposition 
of Milland’s brother, Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, a tradition-stuffed lord who 
persuades the gal to make an exit 
for the sake of Milland’s promising 
career. * 


During this temporary romantic 
eclipse, Miss Wright gets mixed up 
in a jam with a hot-headed Spanish 
concert pianist (Anthony Quinn) and 
is forced to spend the night, in total 
innocence, at his rooms during a po- 
lice roundup. Later, after Miss 
Wright and Milland get married over 
all family objections, Quinn is picked 
up on a false murder rap with Miss 
Wright's visit to his room the only 
alibi to prove his innocence, Dilemma 
of whether to reveal herself at the 
trial and risk the flood of innuendo 
or keep silent and sce an innocent 
man condemned is resolved honestly 
and happily. 

Milland puts in his usual polished 
performance, overcoming a series of 
stilted and cliched lines by using his 
native sense of humor to good effect. 








Hardwicke’s playing of the English 
lord is to the manner born of a stiff- 
necked yet sympathetic aristocrat, 
his part being of standout. brilliance 
in its full credibility. Other cast 
members who turn in credible per- 
formances are Virginia Field, as Miss 
Wright's ambitious cockney dancing 
partner; Reginald Owen, as the poor 
but honest father; Quinn, as the im- 
petuous Spaniard, + and Melville 
Cooper, in a brief characterization of 
a titled bon vivant. Herm. 





High Conquest 
Hollywood, March 8. 
Monogram release of irving Allen pro- 
duction, directed by Allen. Stars Anna Lee, 


Gilbert Roland, Warren Douglas; features 
Bevlah Bondi, C. Aubrey Smith, John 
Qualen, Helene Thimig, Alan Napier. 
Screenplay, Max Troll; original story, Aben 


Kandel; based on novel by James Ramsey 


Ullman; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; exteriors 
| photographed in Switzerland by Richard 
Angst and Tony Braun, score, Lud Gluskin 
ecitor, Charles Craft Previewed March 7, 
‘47 Running time, 79 MINS, 
Marie saa Anna Lee 
Hugo Lanpier ..Gilbert Roland 
Jeftvey Stevens.. .Warren Douglas 
Clara Kirgsley ....- Beulah Bondi 
Col. Hugh Banning Sir C. Aubrey Smith 
Peter Oberwaldet John Qualen 
Mama Oberwalder,, Helene Thimig 
Thomas Donlin Alan Napier 
Jules Koerbet .Eric Feldary 
Young Peter. ..ccccccceccteoss .Mickey Kuhn 
gp) we ee re ry eee Louis Mercier 
GONG iss. 6s 6 os ceceenetcdewes ei Richard Flato 
SPPrvirenh irre Oe 
SUNS aek 60 ce be seebetasedises Al Mathews 
DORR TAMSIN. ois Sina cecacewesisect John Good 
Stefani. .....ccecvecccccccccsces: John Vosper 
EPOMHINSION 0.0 6c cee seeceecese .Wilton Graff 
Waiter ood eeeeee-- Maurice Cass 
_s SPP ED CRELIETE LITTLE ee Fritz Leiber 
Re ee ee eee .Eddie Parks 
Miss Woodley... «...-Minerva Urecal 
Traveler.... .. ...-+.John Bleifer 
Young. Banning......... .Douglas Walton 
Miss Spencer Regina Wallace 





“High Conquest” generates consid- | 


erable interest as result of exterior 
footage being actually filmed in Switz- 
erland. It’s an expert blend of real 
mountain shots with studio-manu- 
factured story points and the sum 
total is on the credit side. Film has 
production gloss well above usual 
Monogram standard and _ “returns 
should be profitable in the company’s 
market. 

Plot, briefly, deals with a young 
man who returns to the Matterhorn 
site where his mountain-climbing 


| father was killed many years before. 


Story is not always clear and its de- 
velopment of young man’s reluct- 
ance to try to climb the mountain 
himself but overall effect is okay for 
sustaining some strong moments of 
suspense and action. These are aided 
by the good music score by Lud 
Gluskin, which helps to build excite- 
ment. 

Story is taken from the James 
Ramsey -4eman novel of same title, 
as.scripnted by Max Troll. As pro- 
ducer-director, Irving Allen has 
made a nigh-perfect match between 
footage filmed in the Alps and studio 
sequences. Exterior shoots are com- 
pelling in showing the rugged,~pic- 
turesque country of mountainous 
Switzerland and the peaks that an- 
nually attract human conquerors. 

Anna Lee and Warren Douglas 
carry off leads as Swiss girl and the 
American boy who doesn’t like 
mountains. Miss Lee is good but 
Douglas falls short in his interpreta- 
tion, although script is no particular 
help in explaining his actions. Gil- 
bert Roland shows well as _ the 
mountain guide. C. Aubrey Smith is 
in as narrator for some portions of 
the story. Better moments are con- 
tributed by John Qualen and Helene 
Thimig. Others in cast measure up. 

Excellent location footage was 
lensed by Richard Angst and Tony 
Braun with Jack Greenhalgh’s studio 
footage blending perfectly. Brog. 


Lost Honeymoon 


Eagle-Lion release of Bryan Foy (T.ee 
Marcus) production. Stars Franchot Tone, 
Ann Richards, Tom Conway: features 
Frances Rafferty, Clarence Kolb, Una 
O'Connor, Winston Severn. Directed by 
Leigh Jason. Original screenplay, Joseph 
Fields; camera, L. W. O'Connell: editor, 
Norman Colbert: music, Irving Friedman, 
At Victoria, N. Y¥., March 5, '47. Running 
time, 71 MINS, 
eee. Gee. .cb0the6s20%s-00 Franchot Tone 
Amy Atkins......... Coeevep vas Ann Richards 
Doctor Davis.......e.e00.-+...TOM Conway 
TAlS BVANS.. cocesececcrdes .Frances Rafferty 
Mr. Bvanm...csdcesscee qeoceer Clarence Kolb 
Mera. Wate. «6 .0tks< coeees.,Una O'Connor 
Johntty, Jr... cceeeeececesss. Winston Severn 
SUTOD 6 ag tesccns eeseeceeees. Allele Davenport 
Bee. Semis. oo cicesdctecvad Sandra Roger 
Major..... 


Werryyist fre John Wald 


Eagle-Lion’s second U. S.-produced 
1elease is a whipped-up bit of broth 
with entertainment values several 
rungs above average in the dual 
bracket. In it some neat pieces of 
business, cannily designed, are strung 
on-a machine-made story. It should 
earn a respectable profit all around. 

It's the icing on the cake that 
makes “Lost Honcymoon” despite 
that familiar pattern—the man afflict- 
ed with amnesia—who has (or has 
he?) married the gal while under 
its cinematic, if unmedical, spell. The 
sugar is in such gadgets as Franchot 
Tone struggling futilely to unwrap 
the cellulose packaging of his shirt: 
or seeking a return to amnesia by 
clunking his head against a street 
lamp, or, then again, pajama-clad. 
chasing along the midnight highways 
in quest of advice from a friend. 
These gather laughs and keep things 
lively. Poised against these credit- 
able directorial foibles is a farce 
which fails to build up into punch 
finish. f 





His tongue-in-cheek portrayal of 
the harried swain and father is nicely 





Alexander’s Ragtime 


Band 


Most important reissue on 20th- 
Fox's current release slate, “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band” received 
a rave review “1 Var-Ery when 
the film was « Zinally released 
in 1938. Declaring the cavalcade- 
type musical of Irving Berlin’s 
songs was “out in front of the 
new season’s parade, VARIETY’s 
reviewer (Flin) declared that “its 
inevitable career is sock box- 
office, profitable exploitation en- 
gagements, extended runs and re- 
peat showings. Superlative in 
conception, execution and show- 
manship, it provides a rare the- 
atrical and emotional experi- 
ence.” 

In its new release, “Band” is 
to be given special handling by 
20th, corresponding in all ways 
to that given a top new film. 
Company hopes to outgross the 
$2,000,000 originally earned by 
the picture and has allocated 
$500,000 for a special ballyhoo 
campaign, much more than was 
spent for publicity when it was 
first released. Names of Tyrone 
Power (“Band” was one of his 
first big films), Alice Faye, Don 
Ameche, Jack Haley and Ethel 
Merman in the cast are expected 
to prove stronger boxoffice now 
than before. [20th is reportedly 
planning a new series of pix for 
Miss Faye and hopes to revive 
publie interest in her via “Band.” ] 

Film will not be cut as a re- 
issue, running the same 105 min- 
utes it did when originally re- 
leased. It’s to be tradeshown at 
the 20th homeoffice next Monday 
(17). 








Ann Richards is effectively pert and 
likeable in her role as the unexpect- 
ed visitor from across the seas. In 
slighter parts, Tom Conway, Frances 
Rafferty and Clarence Kolb amply 
meet the requisites. Wit. 








Ivan the Terrible 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino release of Central Cinema produc- 
tion. Stars Nikolai Cherkassov; features 
Seraphima Birman, Nazvanov Directed by 
Sergei Eisenstein. Screenplay, Eisenstein; 
camera, Edward Tisse, Andrei Moskvin; 
rousic, Sergei Prokofieff; English titles, 
Charles Clement. Previewed N. Y., March 
6, "47. Running time, 96 MINS, 

BURT oc 0 in eseed Nikolai Cherkassov 


Anastasia pcweder Ludmila Tselikovskaya 
The Bovyarina Staritzkaya.Seraphima Birman 
Viadimir Andreyevich...Piotr Kadochnikov 
Prince Andrei Kurbsky a Nazvanov 
Prince Fyodor Kolychoyv...Alex. Abrikosov 


DL 8G 564 64a0 On Chars Vsevolod Pudovkin 
Malyuta Skuratov........ -Mikhail Zharov 
Alexei Basmanov...........4 Alexei Buchma 
ND a 5-5 a0 49d a eae Mikhail Kuznetzov 





* (In Russian; English; Titles) 

Despite usual good Russian pho- 
tography, a powerful score, a couple 
of nice.performances and flashes of 
original direction, “Ivan the Terrible” 
will disappoint the average Ameri- 
can picture patron. However, it is 
fairly palatable to those who go for 
Russian productions and appears 
good for sizable boxoffice in for- 
eign-language and arty theatres. 

Picture has so mutch that is tire- 
some, has so little action and becomes 
so involved that the average history 
student hardly will recognize this 
glorified Ivan. Additionally, it has 
the usual quota of Soviet propaganda 
that is so obvious it screams its mean- 
ing.. Such blatant message material 
might have been forgiven if the re- 
sult was outstanding entertainment. 
This isn’t. These heavy-handed prop- 
aganda slugs include bows to the 
common folks, the merchants and 
tradesmen, pleas for a strong Russia, 
united to face the world and halt 
foreign intrigue. . 

Yarn makes Ivan virtually a saint. 
and at least the final saviour of his 
people. Story hardly depicts him as 
the man known in history, and sel- 
dom as one of action. Film starts out 
like this was to be the first of two 
or three super-productions. It never 
measures up to its initial premise or 
even its opening colorful coronation 
scene, 

There’s an impressive final scene 
where thousands of Ivan’'s friends 
follow him in the snow away from 
Moscow and his scheming éenemies. 
But that sequence, like the battle 
scene and several others, never quite 
rises to its potentialities because of 
flighty direction or cutting, or a com- 
bination of both. Principal fault 
seems to lie in the fact that the pro- 
ducers fail to make up their minds 
as to whether it is a spectacle, a his- 
waning opus or a character study of 
van. ° 

Another “Ivan the Terrible” pic- 
ture was made in silent version 
nearly 20 years ago. Understood that 
Eisenstein originally planned making 
this story in three pictures, each as 
long or longer than this one. 

On the credit side is a splendid 
score by Sergei Prokofieff, fairly 
good if spotty direction by Eisenstein, 
fine camera work by Edward Tisse 
and Andrei Moskvin, and the superb 
character portrayal of Ivan by Nik- 
olai Cherkassov. Besides Cherkassov’s 
performance, Ludmila Tselikovskaya. 
Seraphima Birman and Nazvanov 
contribute the best thesping work. 
Charles Clement’s English titling 
often is more vivid than the action 
on the screen. 

Aside from the extreme wordiness 
and minimum of action, vehicle lacks 
humor of any sort. Even in the 16th 





Century, there must have been mo- 
ments of levity. Apparently Eisen- 
stein should have confined his efforts 
to directing because his script fails 
to be interest-sustaining. ear. 


Range Beyond the Blue 
(SONGS) 


PRC release of Jerry Thomas production, 
Stars Eddie Dean; features Rescoe Ates, 
Helen Mowery, Bob Duncan. Direvied by 
Ray Taylor, Screenplay, Patricia Harper; 
songs, Eddie Dean, Bob Dean, Pete Gates, 





Hal Blair; music, Waiter Greene; editor, 
Hugh Winn: camera, Robert Cline. Pree 
viewed N, Y¥. March 7, ‘47. Running time, 
53 MINS. 

Eddie Dean...... cccccosececes -maGie Dean 
SOaApy......ce0e Poeedcccecasoces Roscoe Ates 
Margie Rodgers........++.+..-Helen Mowery 
Lash Taggert.......c-ssee «+.--Bobh Duncan 
Henry Rodgers....... osasaks «+++, Ted Adams 
Pra Tri oeeess Bill Hammond 
a ae ee ee 6géee ebsensae George Turner 
SMECZEr. ... es ceees eeccccces e+... Ped French 
RSNA 8 04 Oe reese Pererririyi vit Brad Slavin 
MENT Gut ot sp cb 6c es ¥eenccceess 1 ceeeve late 


Sunshine Boys..........e+e0e85 

With plenty of gunplay, a fair plot 
and okay songs spotted in the right 
places, “Range Beyond the Blue” 
emerges as a_ better-than-average 
oatuner in the Eddie Dean series. 
Cayuse classic should find acceptance 
in most action situations. 

Still operating. as undercover in- 
vestigators, Eddie Dean and pardner, 
Roscoe Ates, foil a stagecoach hold- 
up on a line owned and operated by 
Helen Mowery. Stage’s gold ship- 
ments ostensibly are the loot sought 
by the road agents, but Dean sus- 
pects something else is behind the 
frequent attacks. Suspense built up 
by scripter Patricia Harper should 
hold an audience even though the 
film’s denouement is rather obvious. 

Climax is reached with the law’s 
rout of the bandits led by Bob Dun- 
can, Latter’s a tool of Ted Adams 


Themselves 


| prexy of the local bank, who seeks to 
| gain control of Miss Mowery’s stage 
tuned to the film's. farcical intents. 


line. In the melee between the out- 
laws and a posse headed by Dean and 
Ates, there’s plenty of six-shootin’ 
before the badmen are rounded up 
and Adams bites the dust. 

Thesping, direction and camera are 
relatively good in view of the low 
budget. Dean handles his chores in 
forthright fashion while Ates provides 
the comedy relief. Miss Mowery 
winsome blonde, doesn't quite ging 
true as a stagecoach operator“ Sup- 
porting cast composed of Duncan, 
Adams, Ted French and others are 
adequate. Ray Taylor directed at a 
smooth pace. 


Tales of Palestine 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
(Decumentary ) 

London, Feb. 24 


Produced, written, and directed by Joseph 
Leytes, Stars Abraham Sofaer, Alexander 
Sarner. Music, Mischa Spoliansky: camera, 
Lipinski. At British Council, London, Feb, 


24, ‘47. Running time, 50 MINS, 


This is the best short yet made on 
Palestine. It has heart, soul and dig- 
nity. Not one reference is made to 
the troubled political situation, and 
can therefore be shown to any audi- 
ence, Few people will remain un- 
moved by this simple story of con- 
verting sand and swamp and stone 
into a land fit for unwanted humans 
to live in. 

Tieup with present-day situation is 


given by visit of few Palestinians of 


Jewish Brigade (including Abraham 
Sofaer) to Belsen. In conversation 
with a Hitler victim (Alexander 
Sarner), bereft of any hope, they 
tell him of Palestine. One soldier 
relates what his. recent leave was 
like in his communal settlement; an- 
other tells how displaced and un- 
wanted orphans were settled in Pal- 
estine; a third speaks of the River 
Jordan and the promise of harness- 
ing the waters to bring life to the 
dead deserts of the South. 

Most moving of all the episodes is 
that of the children, played by 
youngsters of a Palestine gettlement. 
Brilliant is the performance given by 
the unnamed child playing Tamara, 
a girl more animal than human, 
transplanted from a_ concentration 
camp to a home fn Palestine. This 
part of the film alone is worth my- 
riads of pamphlets and volumes of 
speeches. Commentary is at all times 
simple and dignified. : 

Production refiects greatest credit 
on Joseph Leytes, onetime ace di- 
rector in Warsaw. Spending six 
weeks in Palestine with a hand cam- 
era, raw stock of all makes collected 
from odd places, and recruiting locals 
from the settlements, he has made a 
a moving picture. Sofaer and 

arner were the only professionals 
and they are admirable. 

Spoliansky’s music matches the 
mood of the picture and is some of 
the best he has composed. His “Jor- 
dan” theme has all the quality of a 
notable tone-poem. Camera work by 
Lipinski (who also won laurels in 
former Polish film industry) is 
worthy of highest praise. 

Distribution has not yet been set 
here and political situation may mili- 
tate against wide showing. but it 
should have nationwide screening in 
America and deserves it on ——- 

ane. 


PICKER GETS ‘HIDEOUT’ 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Republic handed Sidney Picker 
producer responsibility on ‘“Hide- 
out,” a suspense yarn, to be directed 
by Lesley Selander. 

Picture follows “City Slicker,” the 
Al Pearce starrer, on the Picker 
agenda. 
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and Managing Director. 


This is a fitting tribute to this fine American comedy 


based upon the perennial best-seller by Betty MacDonald. 


We extend our appreciation to Gus Eyssell and to all ex- 
hibitors throughout the country who will ultimately appraise 
to the same degree the box office and entertainment quality 
of “THE EGG AND I.” At this writing it is estimated that 
“THE EGG AND 1” has been read by twenty-five million 
persons. This indicates that,“THE EGG AND I!’ will be one 


of the best patronized pictures of all time. 


Naturally, U-I is backing it up with the biggest adver- 


tising campaign in its history. 









— 
= SS Of course, we are extremely excited 


and happy sions “THE EGG AND I” being booked into 
the Radio City Music Hall by Mr. Gus Eyssell, President 


Book by Betty MacDonald 


~~ me 
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POSTWAR BALLY BOOM PAYS OFF 





N. J. Allied Pans 1 
Sales Tax; Sets 


Indiscriminate distribution of 16m 4 


6m Pix, Bingo, 
Atlantic City Meet 





ims, a proposed amendment to the 

ew Jersey State Constitution pro- 
viding for the legalization of bingo 
and a bill permitting municipalities 
in the State to impose sales or 
luxury: taxes, were thoroughly 
blasted at a meeting of directors 
and general membership of the 
Allied Theatre Owners of New| 
Jersey held in New York, Monday 
(10), 

Introduced in the New Jersey 
State Legislature the same day by 
the Atlantic County delegation, tax 
measure, which if approved by 
the lawmakers would authorize a 
permanent 5% sales or luxury im- 
post, was firmly opposed by Allied. 
Organization emphasized through its 
prexy, Edward Lachman of Boon- 
ton, N. J., that “we are prepared to 
use every means at our disposal, in- 
cluding the screens of more than 400 
motion picture houses throughout the 
state, to inform citizens of the latest 
threat to their pocketbooks and 
pleasures.” 


Pointing to a gaudy 16m brochure 
repared by one of the majors, 
t chinht also stated his organization 
“viewed with alarm” the use of 16m 
films by camps, summer resorts and 
hotels. He declared that New Jer- 
sey Allied does not oppose the ex- 
hibition of narrow-gauge pix in 
schools or for shut-ins but added 
that where such pictures were in 
competition to the exhibitor, Allied 
will recommend that its members in- 
eorporate in their film contracts a 


Chevalier’s Bilingual 
Maurice Chevalier’s 
made in France for RKO 
under the title of “Golden Silence” 
will be released in the U. S. as “Man 
About Town.” While Chevalier | 
speaks English in the picture, other | 


picture he 


| players speak French. 


This gap is covered for American 
market by having Chevalier narrate 
the story and vital passages in Eng- 
lish, 


N.Y. Theatre Execs 
Trek to Albany To 





Quartet of New York theatre execs 
are traveling up the Hudson today 
(12) in a desperate effort to head 
off the proposed 5% admission tax 
which would be superimposed-on the 
existing 20% Federal bite. Trek to 
Albany is being made so that the 
delegation, repping N. Y. metropoli- 
tan theatre owners, can put the bee 
on the legislature's leaders before 
the tax bill, proposed by Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey, comes up for 
vote. Exhibs have asked for a hear- 








clause stating that no picture of that 


ing before Dewey but, so far, have 





company be released to hotels, sum- 
mer resorts, et al. 


For years bingo has been illegal in 
the state, Lachman said, and the 
constitutional amendment as intro- 
duced Feb. 10 in the legislature 
“gets beyond the scope of entertain- 
ment.” According to procedure 
amendment must first be published 
in at least one newspaper of each 
county and thereafter does not be- 


geome law until three years have 
elapsed. “Legalization of bingo,” 
Lachman said he personally felt, 


“brings gambling to children and the 


aged under the guise of charitable | 
. it’s a constant drain on | 


purposes .. 

the finances of the average home.” 
Conclave also fixed the date of its 

annual convention. Allied huddles 


_ this year are slated for the Hotel 


Ambassador, Atlantic City, June 24- 
26. An international flavor will be 
leni to the meet inasmuch as Allied 
will be sharing the Ambassador with 
the United Nations. 

Before adjourning, the possibility 
of sponsoring anti-ASCAP legisla- 
tion was also discussed. Idea, how- 
ever, was merely mulled and _ it’s 
believed that were such a _ bill 
drafted, it would be modelled large- 
ly after the anti-ASCAP measures 
now pending in thé legislative bod- 
ies of Indiana and other States. 


Stoltz Plus Six Others 
To Bally ‘Years’ in Field 


Arnold Stoltz, former pub-ad 
chief and special sales rep for PRC, 
joined the Goldwyn field exploita- 
tion staff last week to handle open- 
ing of “Best Years of Our Lives” in 
Philadelphia. He’s one of seven ad- 
ditions in the past week to the spe- 
cial “Years” field force, which is 
augmenting Goldwyn’s regular staff. 

Other newcomers are George 
Weissman, handling Minneapolis, 
who's new to the pic biz, having 
formerly worked on fund-raising 
drives; Saul Minick, in Washington 
and later going to Cleveland, like- 
wise new to films; Jack Leewood, 
Plugging the Atlanta opening, for- 
merly with Warner Bros.; Gordon 
Berger, doing the Canadian preems. 
Montreal publicity man with no 
film background; Harriet O’Brien, 
working Boston, a former indie p.a. 
there, and Alexander Stoller, op- 
erating in Baltimore, who had pre- 
viously worked on “Years” cam- 
Paign in New York. 





Of pub-ad chief Lynn Farnol's | « 


regular staff, Bill Ruder is in De- 
troit; Shirley Strickler in Cleveland. 
Llewellyn Miller in St. Louis, and | 


Ben Washer is traveling with Har- | 
one of the players in| 


old Russell, 
the picture. 


~," 


received no word from him. 


Tagged to front for the the- 
atre operators were Fred Schwartz, 
| Century Circuit exec and prez of 
the Metropolitan Theatre Owners of 
New York: Harry Brandt, Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners Assn. prexy; 
Robert Coyne, executive secretary 
of American Theatres Assn.; and 
Oscar Doob, Loew’s Theatres exec. 

Exhib groups are considering 
an appeal to the public via trailers. 
ads and publicity should the direct 
approach to Albany prove fruitless. 
Np move along those lines will be 
attempted at the moment, it’s under- 
stood, because there’s a desire not 
to antagonize state officials so long 

(Continued on page 30) 


ATT’Y MILTON KRAMER 
SRO’S BD CHAIRMAN 


His election as exec v.p. and board 
chairman of Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization will not interfere with 
his legal practice, which will con- 
tinue to occupy the major part of 
| his time, Milton A. Kramer said this 
week. Kramer's firm, Paine, Kramer 
& Marx, is counsel for David O. 





Selznick. 
Kramer. who returned to New 
York over the weekend from two- 


week trip to Cuba, succeeds Ernest 
L. Seanlon, exec v.p. of Vanguard 
Films, as chairman of the board 
of SRO. Scanlon remains on the 
SRO board, but will devote himself 
principally to fiscal affairs of Van- 
guard, Selznick pagducing unit. 





Kussell on Coast 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Milton Kussell, general 
manager Selznick Releasing Organi- 
zation, arrived yesterday (10) from 
N. Y. to spend week organizing the 
western division of SRO. He will 
open offices here, Seattle, San Fran- 
cisco, Salt Lake and Denver prior 
to returning east next Wednesday. 
Kussell stated 21 key city offices 
will open next week in the east, 
first chore being the “Duel in the | 
Sun” release 











‘Hollywood Park Hit By 


Inglewood City Tax 


| 
| 
| Hollywood. March 11. 
| Inglewood city council takes a bite 
|at horseracing in a new ordinance} 
‘alling for a 5c. tax on all amuse- 
ment tickets costing more than 40c. 
Tax goes into effect April 10 when | 
the steeds start running at Holly- 
wood rark. 

Understood the bite will fatten the 
‘city treasury by $53,000 per year. 


release | 


K.0. New 5%, Tax 


sales 


BUT BIDS CUE 
MORE PRE-GALES 


Constant clamor by most film in- 





dustry toppers for a return to old- 
time showmanship techniques to 
maintain top boxoffice levels has 
|}apparently paid off. with almost 
| every company figuring that hypoed | 
| ballyhoo campaigns have added con- 
siderably to their grosses. Concen- 
| trated handling of each picture in 
} each situation will become even 
more important, however, when the 


anti-trust decree swings into effect 


situations are expected to figure 
heavily in bids turned in by subse- 


quent run exhibitors in the same 
territories. 
Illustrating the ballyhoo boom | 





are 20th-Fox and Metro, 
| set the pace to date in selling their | 
| product via concentrated comaelns 
|} at each opening situation. Under the | 
} Supervision of ad-pub chief, Charley 
Schlaifer, 20th mapped out what 
was probably the most intensive 
pre-selling campaign since the war's 
end on “Razor’s Edge,” spending 
more than $600,000 for ballyhooing 
the film. As a result, “Edge,” despite 
a raft of unfavorable reviews, has 
proved one of the boxoffice cham- 
pions of the last several months, 
with much of the boff gross at- 


tributed to the special publicity 
handling given the film. 

Metro, with exploitation § chief 
William R. Ferguson at the helm, 


showed what ballyhoo could do for 
a modest-budgeter with the cam- 
paign staged for “Gallant Bess,” in 
which the equine star of the film 
was taken on a nationwide p.a. tour. 
Entire campaign cost about $100,000 
and the film grossed nearly $2,000,- 


000—at least half of which Metro 
attributes to the ballyhoo, Ferguson 
has also conducted special cam- 


(Continued on page 31) 
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as grosses raked in by a film in key | 


i“*Good News,” 


Flock of Remakes Keyed to Current 
Trend to Emphasize Pre-Selling 


+ Demand for the studios to turn 
out pre-sold product that will garner 
Metro Inks Torme that required extra playing time on 
the nation’s screens has spotlighted 
March 11 the trend towards an_ increased 
Mel Torme, current here at| number of remakes of films that first 
Bocage, has signed by Metro, | gained popularity years ago. Some 
| Specifically for its forthcoming | forthcoming product from 
and with options for | different studios was filmed for the 
two more films within a year first time as long ago as 1920 





Hollywood, 


been 


several 





As a consequence, Torme’s book- Majors deny that the increased 
ing into Copacabana, N. Y., carded |number of remakes indicates a 
to commence May 6, has been post- | paucity of good, original story 
poned four weeks to enable singer | properities. Instead, the studio top- 
to fulfill the “News” chore. pers aver that refilming the oldies 

lean pay off in two different ways: 
1). Oldtimers who saw and enjoyed 
the pictures years ago will be almost 
| SC oses ‘certain customers for a new version, 
land 2). each year sees a new audi- 
jence of several million customers in 


who have | 





generation. who will 
new films based on old 


ithe younger 

also go for 

| properties. 
Metro leads the resurgence to the 


Brisk Pix St 
a oldies with at least five scheduled 
fa S al for the present season. “Show-O!T,” 
first the li rj 


on list with Red Skelton 


‘ ; j;and Marilyn Maxwell starred. was 

: Philadelphia, March 11. | gone twice by Paramount, in 1926 
Activity in. virtually every film | anq 1929, and was made once before 
stock was brisk during the month |». Metro. Spencer Tracy and Madge 


ending February 10, 
the report made _ public 


according to) Fyans starred in that production, in 


yesterday 


1934. Other forthcoming M-G re- 
(Mon.) by the Securities & Ex-/ makes include “Summer Holiday,” 
change Commission. Largest hold- | turned out originally under its title 
ing report was made by Barney | of “an, Wilderness” in 1930; “Merton 
Balaban who disclosed to the SEC | of the Movies.” produced by Famous 
that he possessed 2,000,000—2%4° | pjayers-Lasky in 1924 and starring 
conversion notes in Paramount. Glenn Hunter and Viola Dana: 


Activity in Paramount stock in- 
cluded sales of 900 shares by Bar- 
ney Balaban; sale of 300 by Henry 
Ginsberg, Hollywood, and a report 
by Leonard H. Goldenson, New 
York, that he sold 300 shares jointly 
with his wife, leaving his holdings | 
at 2.100. 

Frederick L. Ehrman, New York, | 
disposed of 2,300 shares of 


(Continued on page 22) 


“Black Oxen,” turned out by First 
National in 1924 with Corinne Grif- 
| fith and Conway Tearle starred; and 
\“If Winter Comes.” originally done 
by Fox in 1923 with Percy Marmont 
starred, 

Prize for the oldest story went 
to Warners, with this year’s produc- 
tion of “Humoresque.” Film was 
RKO originally produced from the same 
Fannie Hurst novel back in 1920 by 
the old Gosmopolitan Productions 








Briefs From the Lots 


land starred Vera Gordon, Gaston 
|Glass and Dore Davidson. “Rupert 
'of Hentzau,” which David O. Selz- 
| nick plans to produce this year, was 
| originally turned out by DOS’ father 








Hollywood, March 11. 

Alexine Brune shifted from Ed- 
ward Smalls organization to become 
associate story editor for Michael 
Curtiz...Jo Ann Marlow draws the 
moppet spot in “Keeper of the Bees” 
at Columbia...Jay C. Flippen makes 
film bow in Mark Hellinger’s “Brute 
Force.”...Hal Gerson’ signed as 
eastern representative of Kanin 
Productions, with headquarters in 
N. Y....Harry Franklin shifted from 
Enterprise to Universal as produc- 
tion assistant...Sol M. Wurtzel’s 


Chance.”... 
lic, is climbing off her horse to play 


Woman” . Michele Morgan sails 
for England in June to make three 
pictures for Alexander Korda . 
Jack Natteford and Luci Ward as- 
signed to screenplay “Black Burt,” 
to be produced by Paul Malvern for 
UI . . . Ray Hyke hikes from How- 
ard Hawks’ “Red River” to role in 
|The Man from Colorado” at Colum- 
jbia . . Seymour Friedman taking 
inoculation shots for a trip to Egypt 
las director of a location troupe for 
Columbia's “Assigned to Treasury.” 
“Counterpoint” new handle on 
“Memory of Love” at RKO. . 
RKO borrowed Gloria Grahame from 








Metro for a key role in “Crossfire” 

RKO will world preem “Trail 
Street” March 25 in Liberal, Kan.. 
| actual locale of story . . Max 
| King production. “Killer Dill.” got 
| the gun at Nassour studio, Lewis 


| Collings directing and Stuart Erwin, 
{Ann Gwynne and Frank Albertson 


|heading cast .@ Anne Revere 
washed up her term contract with 
20th and shifted to Universal as a 


freelance in “Secret Behind the Door” 
Martha Stewart plays femme 
lead opposite Dan Dailey in “Off to} 


' Buffalo.” prduced by Walter Moros- | 
co and directed by Lloyd Bacon at. 
| 20th-Fox. 


Belita will star in “The Hunted,” 
| which Jack Bernard will produce for | 


| Allied Artists, starting April 1. . «| Bees,” 


dramatic roles, starting with “Tres- ! 
passer.” formerly titled “The Finger | 





Dale Evans, femme lead in numer- 
ous Roy Rogers westerns at Repub- | 
| Screen Guild. 


; in from the east to collaborate with | 
“Deadlock” has a new title, “Second |Guy Bolton on screenplay of “Follow | 


at RKO . 


| Lewis J. Selznick. That production, 


Steven Geray, currently on loanout | jn 1923. featured an all-star cast 
to Warners, returns to his home lot, | comprising Elaine Hammerstein, 
Columbia, April 14 for “Double Bert Lytell, Lew Cody and Claire 
Take” . Ann O'Neill femme lead | windsor 

in “I Love My Mother-in-Law. “That Way with Women.” on 
But. . . +,” Pete Smith specialty at | Warners’ current release slate, has 
Metro . ... W. C. Boyd, Canadian | been termed by the critics a remake 
producer, to make “The Calgary | of “The Millionaire,” which the late 
Stampede,” picture of big game in. and Evalyn Knapp 


ripe : |George Arliss 
Canada, for Meridian Productions . . . |starred in for Warners in 1931. 


Benedict Bogeaus announced $250.- | Warners also did a remake last year 
000 ballyhoo campaign for “The |o¢ “Of Human Bondage.” starring 
Macomber Affair” . Eddie Davis | pa.) Henreid and Eleanor Parker. 
Original version, produced in 1934, 


starred Bette Davis and the late 


the Girls” B. B. Ray signed to || esiie Howard. Universal-Interna- 
direct “Western Barn Dance.” to be ji ona} has only one such film on its 


produced by Jack Schwarz for current schedule, “I'll Be Yours,” a 


‘remake of “Good Fairy” which was 
turned out originally by U in 1935. 

Of the majors, RKO and 20th-Fox 
are the only companies not planning 
to tefilm any old properties this 
year. 


Joan Loring featured in Wanger’s | 
“The Lost Love,” at Universal, Mar- 
tin Gabel director ... Warners winds 
up this year’s Memory Lane series of 
six musical shorts with “Let's Sing 
Grandfather’s Favorites” and Let's 
Sing a Stephen Foster Song” 





Sunlight, rodeo show horse, makes 
film bow in “Swing the Western MacNamara (Selznick) 
Way” at Columbia... Universal lined | Continues Gillham Talk 


up special “The Egg and I" trailers for | 
the American, British, French and 
Portuguese markets, in addition to | 
a cartoon job by Walter Lantz .. 


He's still hopeful of corraling Bob 
Gillham to head up David O. Selz- 
nick’s eastern publicity and adver- 


’ | tis F S pub- 

Frank Albertson draws role of a ‘ising, Paul MacNamara. On _ 

i i in * ” ad head, said in New York yester- 

script writer in “The Hucksters” at a (‘Tusstay),- Negotiation: wave 
Metro .. . Screen Guild inked Ar- | C8Y ‘*uesday ?- ieee 


been going on for weeks with Gill- 
ham, who heads the film and tele- 
vision department of the J. Waller 
Thompson ad agency. and is former 
pub-ad chief of Paramount. 

MacNamara said he hoped to have 

Jay Dratler screenplaying “Noth- # definite answer from Gillham by 
ing But the Night” on U. S. Pictures the time the latter returns from a 
program at Warners . . Shooting | Florida vacation at the end of this 
of Howard Hughes’ “Vendetta” re-, week. If the reply is negative. Mac- 
sumed on Goldwyn lot after week | Namara said, the search will be on 
of idleness caused by Stuart Heisler’s | 484in for a man to fill the post. 
illness Gertrude Astor drew; Selznick flack chief also was in 
featured role in “Indian Summer’) New York to huddle on a new ad 
. . Adele Jergens joined | agency to replace Foote, Cone & 
Janet Blair and Janis Carter as one | Belding, which resigned the account 
(of femme leads in “Double Take,” | last week. He said one of the ma- 
S. Sylvan Simon production at Col- | jor agencies, undoubtedly one with 
umbia . Harry Davenport drew | Coast offices, would get the account, 
| top male character role in the John with announcement in about two 
|Haggott production, “Keeper of the | weeks. MacNamara planed back to 
at Columbia. the Coast last night (Tuesday), 


mida to star in “Brazilian Bomb- 
shell.” produced by Jack Schwarz... 
Diana Lynn second femme lead in 
“Sainted Sisters.” Betty Hutton star- 
rer. to be produced by Val Lewton 
at Paramount. 
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der, they took, her ionthtir Gang / 


From one man’s arms to another she fled 
—trying to escape the evil memory of 
the tragic trinket whose strange power 
changed her life...destroyed her loves! 
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herazade” (U) (3d wk). ‘Okay $6,- 
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Wednesday, March 12, 1947 





L. A. Loaded With H.0.’s, Pace Slower; 


‘End No Atom at 


Kid Oke 286, 3; Boomerang’ 556, 2d 


Los Angeles, March 1l. +4 


$50,000 in 3 Spots, 





Firstrun biz is lagging this week 
with the new entries no help in 
bolstering numerous holdovers. “Be- 
ginning or End” started off slowly 
and looks like no more than fair 
$50,000 in three theatres. “Michigan | 
Kid” shapes as okay $28,000 in three | 
fair-sized houses. | 


“Boomerang” is pacing the hold- | 
overs with nice $55,000 in second | 
week in four houses. “Red House” | 
is heading for neat $31,500 or near | 
for second frame in four spots. | 
“Dead Reckoning” is light $29,000 in 
second week, two locations. Fourth | 
session for “California” is okay $26,- | 
000 in two houses and “Nora Pren- | 
tiss” looks only $29,000 in third in 
three Third week for “Song of 
Scheherazade” is satisfactory $24,- 
500 in five spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Michigan Kid” (U) and “Sweet- 
heart Sigma Chi’ (Mono). Okay 
$5.000. Last week, “Housekeeper’s 

(SG) and “One Million 


Daughter” 
B. C.” (SG) (reissues), slow $3,300. 
(FWC) (1,352: $1-1.80)— 

(RKO) (ilth wk). 
Steady $11,000 Last week, good 
$12,200 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1) — “Red 
House” (UA) (2d wk). Good $5,000. 
Last week, fine $7,100. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; $1- 
1.80)—“Yearling” (M-G) (11th wk). 
Finales at $9,000. Last week, nice 


$9.500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 

50-$1) — “Boomerang” (20th) (2d 
$15,000. Last week, 


wk). Smart 
stout $18,200. 

Dewntown (WB) (1.800; 50-$1)— 
“Nora Prentiss’ (WB) (3d. wk) 
Good $12,000. Last week, better 
than hoped at $14,600. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872: 55-$1)—“Red House” 
(UA) (2d wk). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, below expectancy at $17,500. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Beginning or End” (M-G). Fair 
$14,000, Last week, “Lady in Lake” 
(M-G) (3d wk), fair $7,000. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1) — 
“Michigan Kid” (U) and “Sweet- 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, “Housekeeper’s 
Daughter” (SG) and “One Million 
B.c.” (SG) (reissues), dull $3,100. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—“‘Duel in Sun” (SRO) (9th wk). 
Steady $12,000. Last week, good $12,- 


200. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1- 
$1.50) —“Stairway to Heaven” (U) 
(7th wk). Smooth $6,000. Last week, 
fine $6,200. 


Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Song 


Beverly 
“Best Years” 


Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk). Slow 
$2,500. Last week, fair $3,400. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 


50-$1)—“Red House” (UA) (2d wk). 
Active $6,000. .Last week, fancy 
$8.000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (3d wk). Just 
$8,500. Last week, fair $10,500. 

Hollywood Music Halli (Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85)—‘‘Red House” 
(UA) (2d wk). Neat $4,500. Last 
week, smart $6,800. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—“Sche- 
herazade” (U) (3d wk). Only $3,500. 

ast week, good $4,800. 

Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
50-$1) — “Boomerang” (20th) (2d 
wk). Good $20,000. Last week, stout 
$29,500. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
50-91 ee or End” (M-G). ' 
Fair $24,000. Last week, “Lady in 


sane; (M-G) (3d wk), light $10,- 
00. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248; $50-$1) — 


“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk). Nifty 
$9,000. Last week, sturdy $11,200. 
Million Dollar (D’town) (2,420; 50- 
85)—“Open City” (Indie) and “Se- 
eret Whistler” (Col) (2d runs). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “City Without 
Men” (Indie) and “Prison Without 
ae: (Indie) (reissues), okay $7,- 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 50- 


$1) — “Michigan Kid” (U) and 
“Sweetheart Sigma Chi” (Mono). 
Nice $18,000. Last week, “House- 


keeper's Daughter” (SG) and “One 


Million B.C.” (SG) (reissues), slow 
$12,000. 

Palace (D'town-WC) (1,237; $1- 
$1.80) — “Best Years” (RKO) (7th 


wk). Holding up to $21,000. Last 
week, steady $22,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk) 
and “Cigarette Girl” (Col). Down 
to $13,000. Last week, with “Betty 
Co-Ed” (Col), slow $20,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“California” (Par) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep) (4th wk). Closing with 
$16,000. Last week, good $19,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451: 50-$1)—“California” (Par) (4th 
wk). Near $10,000. Last week, neat 
$12.400. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80)—“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d 
wk) and “Cigarette Girl” (Col). Fair 
$16,000. Last week, with “Betty Co- 
Ed” «Col), okay $24,900. 

Ritz (FWC) (1.370; 50-$1)—“Sche- 


Broadway Grosses 





‘Boomerang’ Strong At 
$13,000 in Mild Balto 


Baltimore, March 11, 

Slight lift in business with better 
weather here but trend generally is 
a bit offish. Best currently is “Dead 
Reckoning” at the combo Hippo- 
drome and “Boomerang” at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Beginning or End” (M-G). 
Thinning out after big preem with 
only $15,000 likely, modest. Last 
week, “Mighty McGurk” 4M-G), sad 
$9,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70 )—*‘Dead Reckoning” (Col) plus 





Estimated Total Gross 
ame WOE . <440 33-005 $712,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $726,000 | 
(Based on 16 theatres) 





‘Quentin -Vaude 











Great 426, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March ll. | 

Return to vaude-film policy, with 
King Cole Trio and Sue Ryan on | 
first bill, teamed with “San Quen- 
tin” will boost the Palace up to 
smash biz again. “Dead Reckoning” | 
also is. big at the Hipp to oe 
straight-filmers “Beginning or End” 
is disappointing at the State. “Sis. | 
ters’ Secret” is doing well at 
Ohio. 





the | 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“T'll 
Be Yours” (U). Good $10,000 or 
near. Last week, “Swell Guy” (UV), 
$8,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col). Showing 
plenty of punch at $29,000, and may 
hold. Last week, “Humoresque” 
(WB) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)—Hu- 
moresque” (WB) ’(m.o.}. Nice $4,000. 
Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) 
(m.o.), oke $3,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Sister’s Secret” (PRC). Surprising 
at $6,000 or close. Last week, ‘Daniel 


cc n 


Boone” (RKO) (reissue), phenom- 
enal $9,000. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 95c)—“San 


Quentin” (RKO) plus King Cole trio 
and Sue Ryan on stage. First mid- 
winter vaude show giving house a 
big shot in arm and great $42,000. 
Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) 
(2d wk), sock $18,000 at 55-70c. scale. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Beginning or End” (M-G). Slow 
opening and definitely disappointing 
at $17,000. Last week, “Affairs of Bel 
Ami” (UA), thin $14,000, despite An- 
gela Landsbury’s p.a. and below ex- 
pectancy. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par). Well liked 
at $11,000. Last week, “Lady in 
Lake” (M-G) (m.o.),- ditto. 


‘END’ NOT ATOMIC IN 
ST. LOUIS AT $14,500 


St. Louis, March 11. 

Mixed reviews and a snowstorm 
greeted “Beginning or the End” and 
natives are not taking too kindly 
to this opus. Many holdovers this 
stanza, most of them big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘“Wonderful Life” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Smash $18,000 after big $20,000 





opener. 
Fox (F&M) .000; 50-75)—"Song 
of South” (RKO) (2d wk) plus 


“Santa Fe Trail” (Col). Nice $17,000. 
Last week, with “Out California 
Way” (Rep), $21,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) and 
“Betty Co-Ed” (Col). Modest $14,- 
500. Last week, “Jolson Story” (Col) 
(4th wk), $14,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par) and “Easy 
Come” (Par). .Good $19,000. Last 
week “Angel and Badman” (Rep) 
and “Affairs Geraldine” (Rep), 
$15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 50-75)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (m.o.). Stout 
$7,500. Last week, “Wicked Lady” 
(U) and “Wild West” (PRC), $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Swell Guy” (U) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay $6,000 
after neat $8,000 opener. 





000 on finale. Last week, good $7,500. 
Studio City (FW) (880: 50-$1)— 
“Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk). Fair 


$3,000. Last week, nice $4,400. 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 50- 
$1)—“Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk). 


— $9,500. Last week, nifty $12,- 


Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk). Smart 
$11,000. Last week, bright $14,000. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— 
“Duel” (SRO) (10th wk). Stead 

12,500 on close. Last week, smoot 


12,600. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 
“Beginning or End” (M-G). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Lady in Lake” 
(M-G) (3d wk), closed with. light 
$7,000. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 50-$1)— 


“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (3d wk). Thin 





$8,500.. Last week, okay $11,500. 


| $19,000. Last week, “Beat Band” (Col) 


“| “California” 


vaude. Leading current parade at big 


plus Sammy Kay orch, strong $17,- 
800 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"“Smash-Up” (U). Starts today 
(Tues.) after third week of ‘“Califor- 
nia” (Par) at fancy $9,700. 





Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-60)— 


“Calendar Girl” (Rep), Strongly sold | ™ 


fand above average at $6,000. Last | 
week, “Scandal in Paris” (UA), fair 
$5.400 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 


“Boomerang” (20th). Strong $13,000 
for this spot. Last week, second of 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th), $8,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 24-75)—“Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). Mild $12,- 
000 after solid $17,400 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Maintaining pace at $13,000 after sock 
$17,300 initial week. 


— 


L’ ville Lively on Brea 
In Weather; ‘Calif.’ Hot 


21G, ‘Pursued’ Lusty 106 


Louisville, March 11, 

Downtown houses got a break on 
the weather over the weekend, and 
are perking up nicely. “California” 
at the Rialto is doing great biz, six 
shows a day helping it to top coin. 
“Beginning or End” at the State 
didn’t fare too well with crix, and 
about same at the boxoffice. “Pur- 
sued” at the Mary Anderson looks to 
land a smash total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew's-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) 
and “Strange Journey” (20th) (m.o.). 
Neat $5,000. Last week, “Nocturne” 
(RKO) and “Vacation in Reno” 
(RKO) (m.o.), light $3,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘Blue Skies” (Par) and “Sioux 
City Sue” (Rep). Brisk $3,200. Last 
week, “Show-Off” (M-G) and “Lady 
Luck” (RKO), $3,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60 )—“‘Pursued” (WB). Joining in 
b.o. upswing to land smash $10,000. 
Last week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB) 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400: 40-60) 
—“Song of .Scheherdzade” (U) (2d 
wk). Okay $7,500, after last week’s 
satisfactory $9,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—“California” (Par). Frequent 
audience turnover, six shows a day, 
spelling big $21,000> Last week, 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and “Strange 
Journey” (20th), strong $16,000, and 
m 


0. 

State (Loew’s) (3,300: 40-60)— 
“Beginning® or End” (M-G) and 
“Secret of Whistler” (Col). Con- 
siderably less than terrific at $17,- 
000. . Last week, “Johnny O’Clock” 
(Col) and “Susie Steps Out” (UA), 
modest $14,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.200: 40- 
60)—“It’s a Joke, Son” (E-L) and 
“Devil on Wheels” (PRC). Neat 
$6,000. Last week, “Stella Dallas” 
(FC) and “These Three” (FC) (re- 
issues), fairish $5,000. 


OMAHA STILL DRAGS 
BUT ‘QUENTIN’ $7,000 


Omaha, March 11. 

Boxoffice still is slow currently. 
Lent, cold weather and a flu epidemic 
all are hurting. “San Quentin” is 
doing best comparatively in town at 
Brandeis, Bigeest drop is at Para- 
mount with “Beginning Or the End” 
which is way off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Brennan 
Girl” (Rep). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) 
and “Betty Co-Ed” (Rep) (2d wk), 
fine $7,300. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 16-65)— 
“California” (Par) (m.o.) with 
“Lady Chaser” (PRC). Great $10,- 
500. Last week, “Man I Love” (WB) 
and “Accomplice” (PRC), $8,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 
—“Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep). 
Slender $9,000. Last week, “Ver- 
dict” (WB) plus Charlie Spivak 
orch, just got by at $18,500 at 20-85¢c 
scale. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Beginning Or End” (M-G). 
Below average at $9,800. Last week, 
(Par), smash $15,000, 
way over hopes due to spurt near 
end of run. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 15-50)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) and “’Neath 
Canadian Skies” (FC). Opened today 

















(Tues.). Last week, “Shanghai Ges- 
ture” (FC) and “I Met a Murderer” 
(FC) (reissues), fair $3,200. 





New Pix Boom Pitt; ‘Lives on 4-a-Day 
Torrid $31,000, ‘Henry’ Great 5146, 
‘Pursued Big 196, But ‘End Sad 12G 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ......... $3,273,400 
(Based on 22 cities, 213 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Nats 
Total Gross Same Week 








Ok Te sim <camnd% $3,267,600 
(Based on 22 Cities, 187 theatres) 
se Te aN 








Bliz Bops K. C. But 
Sinbad Sock 196 


Kansas City, March 11. 

Weather continues to nick biz here 
with a heavy midweek snow slowing 
boxoffice take all over. “Sinbad the 
Sailor,” at the Orpheum, is standing 
up well in face of the storm and will 
hold. “Beginning or the End” in at 
the Midland on a special preem was 
slapped down by the bliz, and looks 
to be in for a mild week. “Angel 
and Badman” is suffering with the 
others at three theatre Fox-Midwest 
day-date combo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox- 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep). Moder- 
ate $13,000,. looks about all. Last 
week, “I'll Be Yours” (U>}, slower at 


$12,000. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)— 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (2d wk). 


Holding up fairly well at $4,000. Last 
week, $4,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col). Opened in bliz- 
zard, and weather has slowed take. 
Mild $14,000. Last week, “The 
Chase” (UA) and “Return Monte 
Cristo” (Col), $12,000. i 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). 
Slight $9,000. Last week, $15,000, 
good in face of weather. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) and 
“Dangerous Money” (Mono). Fancy 
$15,000. Last week, “Humoresque” 
(WB) and “Blonde for Day” (PRC), 
$9,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 
—“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th) 
and “Magnificent Rogue” (Rep) with 
vaude. verage $8,000. Last week, 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep) with stage show, 


‘Beginning’ Leads Prov., 
Solid $23,000, ‘Locket’ 
Big 216, ‘Prentiss’ 186 


Providence, March 11. 

Hypoed by preem night program, 
“Beginning or End” spurted to. solid 
start at Loew’s State and likely will 
lead town. Also big are RKO Al- 
bee’s “The Locket” and Mz,;estic’s 
“Nora Prentiss.” Metropolitan has 
switched from name band to straight 
film policy with “Shocking Miss Pil- 
grim” coming in at pop prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“The 
Locket” (RKO) and “Plainsman and 
Lady” (RKO). May hit great $21,- 
000. Last week, “Wicked Lady” (U) 
and “Beat Band” (RKO), nice 
$14,000. « 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400% 44-65) 
—"“Mighty McGurk” ¢M-G) and 
“Cigarette Girl” (Col) (2d run). 
Brisk $5,500. Last week, “Chase” 
(UA) and “Mr. District Attorney” 
(Col) (2d run), $4,500. 

_ Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 )—“Bring- 
ing Up Father” (Mono) and vaude 
on stage. Lively $7,500. Last week, 
ae (Rep) and vaude, nifty 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Nice $18,000. 
Last week, “Humoresque” (WB) (2d 
wk), fancy $13,500. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and 
“Hard-Boiled Mahoney” (Rep). Spot 
reopened Saturday (8) with switch 
from name band weekend policy to 
first-run pics. Opened fairly well. 
Last week, dark. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
mh 8, or End” (M-G) and 
Millie’s Daughter” (Col). Given 
nice sendoff on preem which was at- 
terided by the governor and his staff, 
press and radio of Rhode Island, 
scientists from R. I. Colleges, judges 
and military gentry. Solid $23,000 
= ~ Mae ets “Mighty Mc- 

ur - and “Cigaret irl’ 
(Col), $21,000. stages 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—“Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Lone 
Wolf Mexico” (Col). Started yester- 
day (Mon.). Last week, “Jolson 
Story” (Col) (6th wk), solid $12,000 








after $13,000 for fifth. 





Pittsburgh, March 1}. 

Town hasn’t had such a surfeit of 
big films in years and it’s boomirg 
Golden Triangle generally. Chief 
attention is being fixed on the way 
“Best Years Of Our Lives” at Fulton 
is playing at hiked prices with first- 
come, first get the best seats, but 
only four shews daily.. Looks like 
it’s catching on. Big first stanza 
sured although the idea’s still a little 
confusing to those brought up on 
either road-show. or strictly grind. 
“Henry V” is getting heavy sugar 
on two-a-day policy at tiny Art 
Cinema and ought to stick around for 
a run. 

Only major disappointment is 
“Beginning Or End” at Penn. Got 
terrific campaign but they're just 
not going for it. Stanley is doing 
well with “Pursued,” which got fine 
notices and would have done better 
against less sturdy competition. “It's 
A Joke, Son” was a bust at Senator 
and came out after three days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Art Cinema (270; $1.20-$2.40)— 

“Henry V” (UA). Off to great start 
at around $5,500, very big for this 
tiny-seater. Playing two a day ex- 
cept on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays when extra shows are 
tossed in at 5:30 p.m. Never such 
raves for a picture, and student trade 
from schools and colleges is figuring 
importantly. Last week, not first- 
run. . 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Trade here is 
keeping a close eye on this date. 
Limited to four showings daily at 
twice the house’s regular scale, but 
no seats reserved. Only the number 
of seats in the house are sold for any 
ene showing. However, there’s only 
been a complete sell-out at a few 
scattered performances, chiefly over 
the weekend. High admission is a 
big factor and first week should hit 
around $31,000, plenty. sweet but 
doesn’t prove the efficacy of this 
policy. Last*week, “Brasher Doub- 
loon” (20th), (24 wk), weak $2,500 
in 4 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (4th wk). 
House had figured on this being the 
last stanza, but doesn’t look that way 
now. Holding stoutly at probably 
$16,000. Last week, sock $19,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70 )— 
“Beginning or End” (M-G). Just 
not buying this one, despite expen- 
sive campaign and a big night-time 
preem with trimmings. ~ Crix give it 
lukewarm notices, and only may do 
$12,000, pretty woeful. Last week, 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G), 


$12,500. 
(WB) (800; 40-70)—“Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) (m.o.). 
About average $3,000. Last week, 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) fourth 
week of downtown run was almost 
$5,000, best house has done in months. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Stanley and Livingston” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Looks good $3,000. This bill 
was shot in at last minute when “It's 
A Joke, Son” (PRC) did a folderoo. 
Despite p.a. of Kenny Delmar ‘(Sen- 
ator Claghorn), “Joke” was very 
thin and in 3 days got less than 


$1,000 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Pursued” (WB). Not much fanfare 
but crix went for it and word-of- 
mouth is helping. Likely will hit 
nearly $19,000, not bad considering 
unusual first-run situation this week. 


as- 


Last week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB), 
n.s.h. $14,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (m.o.). Won't 


do much more than $6,500, mild. 
Last week, “Fabulous Dorseys” 
(UA), finished strong at $10,500, con- 
siderably over hopes. 


‘Jolson’ Sockeroo 30G 


For 3 Denver Houses 


: Denver, March 11. 

Holdovers predominate first-runs 
here currently but biz is soaring over 
recent weeks. Standout is “Jolson 
Story” in three spots. Best holdover 
looks to be “California” which stays 
at the Denham for a third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” 
(Col) (m.o.). Fine $6,000. Last 
week, “13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
and “Rolling Home” (SG) (m.0.), 
good $5,500. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
and “Caravan Trail” (PRC) (2d wk). 
Good $6,000. Last week, fire $9,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74 )— 
“California” (Par) (2d wk). Smash 
$17,000 and holds. Last week, big 
$18.000. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col), dgy-date with 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Chi Not Lush; ‘Locket’ OK $16,000, 
‘Marriage’ Neat 176, ‘Beginning’ Same 


Chicago, March 11. 
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Loop biz is far from lush, with 
four new entries failing to come up 
with any fancy opening. frames. 
Rialto, with two oldies, “Last of 
Mohicans” and “Kit Carson,” did 
better than usual at $20,000. 
fect Marriage” bowed at United 
Artists with neat $17,000, while “Be- 
inning or End,” at Garrick, with 
17,000 or near, is strong. 

“The Locket,” at Palace, looks to 
do about $16,000, not big. “The 
Yearling” looks prime ¢$38,000 at 











Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as ree 
ported herewith from the varie 
ous key cities, are net, i.e, with 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in 














Indpls. Biz Off Albeit 
‘Humoresque’ Nice 156 


: Indianapolis, Mareh 11. 
Film biz largely is below normal 
at first-run spots this week, Lenten 
influence being blamed partly. 
“Humoresque,” at Indiana, is the 
best grosser. “The Chase” at Loew’s, 
“Nocturne” at Circle and “Sheher- 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) 
—"Nocturne” (RKO) and “Vacation 
in Reno” (RKO), Thin $10,000. Last 
week, “Black Angel” (U), with Clyde 
McCoy orch, Michael O’Shea, others, 
on stage, okay $18,000 at 48-72c scale. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
—"“Humoresque” (WB). Solid $15,- 








azade” at Keith's all are below hopes. | 


Weather Ups N.Y.; Boomerang -Regan, 
Sullivan-Dunham-Caesar Socko 1296, 
‘Pursued -Prima Hot 806, ‘Noon’ 306 


Despite near proximity of Fed- 


;eral income tax day, often a sour 


note in theatre operations, and with 
little new product, much better 
weather is proving a real hypo to 
Broazway ffirstruns this stanza. 
Much milder temperature and ar- 
rival of spring-like weather proved 
the shot in the arm that N. Y. de- 


one or two more weeks additionally 
with “Late George Apley” (20th) 
and Hall’s Easter Show due to open 
March 20 or 27. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Years Between” (U). Shaping up 
comparatively as strongly as “Stair- 
way to Heaven” (U), initial picture 
here under new management and 





State-Lake in third frame. “Jolson clude the U.S. amusement tax. 000. Last week, “Song of South” |luxers needed over the weekend.| policy. Looks to strike excellent 
Story” is steady at $21,000, about | ers erate Shenae iim=} (RKO) and “Blondie’s Big Moment” | Without this lift from the weather, | $15,000 on first frame ending next 
same 1. feet ete Week | L t P = (Col), hefty $16,000. chances are that the current session ee (14) night. Continues. In 
as ‘ ‘ re | Keith’s ( co . ° | wo ave bee mos spotty as | ahead, final (11) week of “Stairway” 
* Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95 )—“Jol- | ent, Froximity of Tax “Gong of Shenae! OD), tae a ne Se Se 
son Story” (Col) (llth wk). Fancy | D Hi M | a a ate $9,000. Last week " “Sister's Brightest spots with new bills are Riveli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
$21,000, Last week, about same. ay it pis.; Prentiss Secret” (PRC) and “Wild Beauty” the Roxy and Strand, both doing|—“Blaze of Noon” (Par). Initial 
: Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95 )— (U), tepid $7,000. aut terrific: business. Top coin of this| week ending yesterday (Mon.) went 
‘Dead Reckoning” (Col) 3d wk) | Onl 16 000 EF qd’ 15G Loew’s (Loew's) (2.450: 40-60)—/| Pair goes to the former with $129,-| to nice $30,000 albeit below hopes. 
plus Connee Boswell heading stage. | y ; ; n “Chase” (UA) and “Return Monte |000 likely for “Boomerang” and| Title is figured as no big help to this 
Sturdy $45,000. Last week, fine | Minneapolis, March 11 Cristo” (UA). Mild $11,000 or over. | stageshow headed by Ed Sullivan,|one despite elaborate ad campaign. 
$50,009. | Major > “atin ",, |Last week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G),| Katherine Dunham dancers, Phil| Last week, “California” (Par) (7th 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95)—“Be- | Majo new pictures continue t0/ fancy $15,000. : A ’|! Regan and Sid Caesar. Strand is| wk), $18,000, fine. 
ginning or End” (M-G), Strong | rive only in driblets, reissues and| Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— | Comparatively | as sock with “Pur-| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 
$17,000 or better. Last week, “Wicked | holdovers still predominating. Lent | “Song of South” (RKO) and “Blon- | sued” and Louis Prima band as prin-} “House of Seven Gables” (U) (re- 
Lady” (U) (4th wk), $8,000. and income tax pay . die’s Big Moment” (Col) (mo.),|CiPal stage attraction. Looks to go|issue). Passably good $7,000 but 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95 )—“Sin- mé [ax Payment time ap-| Nifty $6,500. Last week, “Darling | ver $80,000, one of best non-holiday | doesn't hold. Tn, ahead. eee Od, 
band the Sailor” (RKO) (4th wk), | P@vently are exercising a restraining | Clementine” (20th) (m.o.), $5,500. | Weeks at this house. Both “Pur-| Kid” (U) (2d wk), slipped to $8,000, 
Ticy $14,000, Last week, nice $16,000, | influence on bookings as well as the it as sued” and “Boomerang” were | but okay. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95)— | boxoffice. “Nora Prentiss” ‘“ helped by fine crix praise. Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“The Chase” (UA) plus Slate Bros. | .:,..: te - rentiss” and Be- ‘ bd 9 e “Blaze of Noon,” another im-| “Boomerang” (20th) plus Ed_Sulli- 
topping stage (2d wk). Mild $33,000, | &'"™!"8 or End” are the lone im- in portant picture opening on Broad-| van, Katherine Dunham, Phil Regan, 
Last week, $39,000. | portant entries and both look fairly e 1g way, is a bit disappointing at the Ernesto) Rares tony Sid egy -? 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)—“The | good. Reissues are ; : . Rivoli with $30,000 on tap for first|stage (2d wk). First week ende 
Locket” (RKO) and “Sweetheart Gopher again It's he souee wae ie « seven days ended last Monday (10)./last (Tues.) night soared to terrific 
Sigma Chi” (RKO). Tasty $16,000.| for .“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” and “Years Between,” at Park Avenue, | $129,000. Nice reviews helped. In 
Last week, “Song of Scheherazade” | “Jolson Story,” third for “Califor- ih ef looks excellent $15,000 on first week | ahead, “Miss Pilgrim” (20th) plus 
(U) and “Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep), | nia” and second for the feodehate | ending next Friday (14). “Stairway |Peter Lorre, Evelyn Knight, Gil 
fine $18,000. ; date of “Henry V” ae m= to Heaven,” which ap yeme up 11 —_ Ge wk), $05,S0>, below hopes, 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 5-95 )— er - ' , : etroit, March 11. srofitable weeks at this house, opens State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Last of Mohicans” (PRC) ne Estimates for This Wee\ “Lady in Lake” at the Palms- next Friday (14) at the Winter Gar-| “Perfect Marriage” (Par) (2d run) 
Carson” (PRC) (reissues). Sock |..4ster_(Par) (900; 30-44) — “Last | State is doing top biz in town this | den. plus Molly Picon, Eddie Peabody 
$20,000. Last week, “Bowery” (20th) | Mile” (FC) and “Let 'Em Have It”| week, with “I'll Be Yours” at Fox| Another new entry, “Thief of|heading yaude. Mild $21,000 looks 
and “Stanley, Livingstone’ (20th) | (Indie), (reissues). Okay $2,200 in| 1" Tunner-up spot. Latter is disap- Bagdad,” at the Victoria, is doing | about all. with film blamed, Last 
(reissues), $15,000. 5 days. Last week, “Biondie’s Big| Pointing. Rest of town is largely | $22,500, not, bad for a, reissue. week, “Mr. District Attorney” (Col) 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 65-95)— Moment” (Col) and “Tracy Vs. Cue- | holdover. " | “House of Seven Gables,” another (Ist- run) with Max Baer, Maxie 
8g rome +f (WB) (5th wk). Stays | Pall” (RKO), $2,500 in 5 days. ‘ Estimates for This Week relseue, is, wate $7,000 as the a  ~ gagaeacaae topping vaude bill, $28,- 

ealthy at $15,000. Last week. trir Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — Adams (Balaban) (1,740; a “Sea oO zrass” an stageshow . ee - 
$17,000. eek, trim \“California” (Par) (m.o.). Here after | “Jolson Story” (Col) Tied — likely will be down to $120.000 in ‘ Strand - (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 65-95)— ltwo very big weeks at Radio City, | Good $7,500, Last week, about same. | Second week at the Music Hall, and | “Pursued” (WB) with Louis Prima 
“Yearling” (M-G) (3rd wk). Prime | Still rolling nicely at $7,000. Last Broadway-Capitel (United De-| Will be supplanted by “Late George orch, Jane Wynn, Fi ank peeirowe on 
$38,000. Last week, strong $43,000. | Week. “Boom Town” (M-G) (reis- | troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Chase” (UA) Apley” and Easter Show either on ote i ee > Savercay pe 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- | Sue) (2d wk), good $6,000. and “Calendar Girl” (Rep) (2d wk).| March 20 or 27. “The Locket” isjat this House and grey top $80 

as Rist pee lated . ; : ‘a a : ‘ldue at the Palace on March 19 al-| helping, this should easily top $80,- 
95) Perfect Marriage (Par). Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Shang- Fair $10,000. Last week, strong | GUS es Ton hit 94-1000 » of be holiday week 
Neat $17,000. Last week, “Till Clouds | ai Gesture” (FC) (reissue). Okay $18,000. though “Sinbad the Sailor” hit $24,- | 000, i SS ee : 

" Rr : 9 5 = hag ages é 7, : : a5 ; 000 on seventh week. for theatre. Crix praise for film and 

Roll By” (M-G), $16,000. $3.500. Last week, “Come. Get It Downtown (Balahan) (2,683: 70- . sant = P b: ' tine “aw 
. z Of °C "pice . ow; ” apper L Pele é s Lines tt 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 65-95)— | (FC) (reissue), $4,000. 95)--“Wicked Lady” (U) (2d wk) aa “7 9 Brooklyn = ora. . ro § week “That Way With 
“Best Years” (RKO) (12th wk).|, Lyceum (Murray) (1,900; $1.20- and “Queen of Amazons” (SGP). A Sammy Kaye oespital, “eginning Women” (WB) with Claude Thorn- 
Hefty $30,000. Last week, $33,000. = rc one NS a (2d we). —_ sigan Last week, solo was|\, ree nthe: Ben lt shapes as|hill prch heading stageshow (3d 

as ‘ome through as well as y ,000. eR - . ; y y $3 ; 
P nm . heavy advance sale indicated. But Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) only $55,000 for cumsent (Sd) Wier. W Vickers Maurer). (720-70-$1.20)— 
9 winds up this week at nice $8,000 —“T'll Be Yours” (U) and “The 13th| ably. “Red House” opens at the|“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) (reissue). 
nnn after solid $15,000 opener. Hour” (Col). Not so good at $22,000.| Gigbe next Saturday (15) after|Teeing off fairly well at $22,500. 
Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70) — “Miss | Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” (20th),|ihree nice weeks with “Strange|Last week, “Bedelia” (E-L) (4th 
Pilgrim (20th) (4th wk). Surpris- $25,000. ee Woman.” F wk), got $13,000 in final stanza. 
- |ing stayer, satisfactory $4,000. Last Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; ‘Es imates fer This Week Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
| week, good $5,000. 50-60)—“That Brennan Girl” (Rep) —— , | $1.20)—“T'll Be Yours” (U) (3d-final 
ll | Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50-70)—|and “Plainsman and the Lady” Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) | wk). Down to $12,000 on finale with 
b '“Jolson Story” (Col) (4th wk). Neat | (Rep), okay $2,000 in 3 days. Last|—‘Best Years of Lives (RKO) | modest $16,000 for second. “Stair- 
| $9,000 after nifty $12,000 previous | week, “Caesar and Cleopatra” (UA) | (18th wk). Holding to recent galt.|way to Heaven” (U), which orig- 

RN Boston, March 11, _ | week. and .“Mr. District Attorney” (Col), | with $39,000, fine, likely this week; | inally played at Park Avenue, comes 

‘Beginning or End,” at State and| Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70) —| $2.200 in 3 days. ; ‘| last was same. 7 _ fin next Friday (14). 

Orpheum is leading the town this|‘“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Mixed crix Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039: Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) onvicin a 

week with weather continuing mild, | Opinions on this. Looks only $16,000, | 70-95)—“‘Humoresque” (WB) and | — Beginning or End” with Johnnie | ¢ + 
Income tax deadline, both State and | "Ot smash. Last week, “California” | “Pilgrim Lady” (Rep) (2d wk), | Johnston, Paul Regan, Kathryn 

Federal, is blamed for general down- | (Par) (2d wk), dandy $14,000. Solid $21,000.. Last week, strong | Grayson, Nat Brandwynne orch (3d mer alg 0 
ward scaling of takes everywhere, RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— | $30,000. final wk). Dipping to around $55,000 


but biz is fairly good considering 


“Pennies From Heaven” (Col) and 


Palms-Staie (United Detroit) 


on blowoff, not big, after $61,500 for 


Lent and weak product in most | ‘Sister Eileen” (Col) (reissues). Sec- | (2,976; 70-95)—“Lady in Lake” (M- | second, considerably under hopes. . 
spots. 4 “| ond successive week that house used | G) and “Out California Way” (Rep), “It Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) ] 
Estimates for This Week _— | Teissues, and again successful, with | Strong $28,000. Last week, “Man I| With Sammy Kaye orch heading 5) , 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)—/|trim $8500 in sight. Last week, Love” (WB) and “Affairs Geraldine” | Stageshow opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

“Sweetheart Sigma Chi” (Mono) plus | Destry Rides Again” (U)_ and (Rep), nice $12,000. Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) Philadelphia, March 11. 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning “When Daltons Rode” (U) (reis- United Artists (United Detroit) —Scheherazade (U) (3d wk). City is nearly 100% holdowr this 
others, on \stage. Moderate $31,000, | SUes). $8,000. (1,941; 70-95)—"Beginning or End” | Third stanza starts today (Wed.). | week. Top coin among newcomers 
Last week. “Beat Band” (RKO) plus|_. State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—“Be- (M-G) and “Vacation Days” (Mono), | Second frame held fairly well at| likely will go to “Pursued” at the 


Tex Benecke orch, other stage 
$3,000 4 Ss, on stage, 
By Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.80)— 
Stairway to Heaven” (U) (5th wk). 
Neat $6,000. Last week, $7,200. 
Center (E. M. Loew) (1,600; 40-80) 


| “Wonderful Life” 


ginning or End” (M-G). Heavy ex- 
ploitation helping this to lusty $14,- 
000. Last week, “Lady in Lake” 
(M-G) (2d wk). profitable $8.000. 
Uptown (Par) = (1,000; 


50-55)— | 
(RKO). First nabe | 


pea $15.000. Last week, “Sister 
enny” (RKO) and “Ginger” 
(Mono), $14,000. se 


‘Locket’ Leads Buffalo, 





$20,000: first was good $31,000 albeit 
way below expectancy. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (3d-final 
wk). Weekend spurt helping keep 
this to okay $17,000 after good $24,- 
500 for second. “Red House” (UA) 


Mastbaum, but “Boomerang” is only 
a bit behind in the much smaller Fox, 
and is making the best showing. Big- 
gest money in town will be snared 
by “Jolson Story,” in second week 
at the Stanley. 


—‘Thief Bagdad” (indie) and ae. — $5,500. Last week, opens next Saturday (15) ase twat 1h ag Se ted 

“Murder, Diamond Row" (Indie) | 50"% of South” (RKO), $3,500. $17 500 ?P iss’ tham (Br ; 70-$1.40 “4 ) (1,308; 50-94)—"Lady 

(reissues) (2 r - World (Mann) (350; 50-99) — r _ Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— | i, Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $16,- 
Sssue (2d wk). Just $5,000, “Specter of Rose” (Rep). Critics no ’ ’ entiss 176, “Angel and Badman” (Rep) (2d 


Slightly better over last week's $5,300. 








000 after good $20,000 last week. 


> ; ; ike ‘limbi Bg @ ’ wk). Not far from opening week ' - §0-94)— 
Esquire (M-P) 7 | like but climbing to fine $3,000. Last ° So - . : ; Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 
“Best Years hives” ORKOD Cath week, “Appassionata” (Indie) (Swed- Both Big; ng 136, 2d pace with fancy nae cae hg “Perfect Marriage” (Par) (2d run). 
wk). Lively $11,000 after $11,500 |S)?» $2,200. Buffalo, March 11. | eek pectancy’ two offith days hurt- | Fair_,$4500. Last week. “gecest 
haan inentonn , é “ “a is Dosa . to expectancy, two offish days hurt- | poart” (M-G) (2d run), fine $6,000. 
E . a ~g ch die) (1 300 45-06 The Locket looks to lead the city ing. UA 76 $1 20 $2 40 Boyd (WB) (2.350: 50-94 )\—"“Song 
ee . dl 00; 45-66)— gnne ? 9) | with rousing sessi t the C y Golden ( ) (767)  ($1.20-$2.40)— | “azade” U) (2d wk). Fair- 
“Portrait of Woman” (Indie) and g session a e Century. oH ot , a8 of Scheherazade” ( wk). Fat 
“ : é i | “Nor pail Ba : , enry V” (UA) (28th wk). Perking | ;. > ok 
Wanted for Murder” (Indie) (2d Time, Place 136, Mont) x0: Prentiss” is only a step behind | g bit to land $8.500 for 2ith week | sh $17,000 after nice $23,000 opening 
wk). Socky $6,000 class after about | Montreal, March 11. at the bigger Lakes.» “Beginning or! ending last Saturday (8) night; hit 


$8.000 first. 


Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99 )—“Millie’s 


“Time, Place and Girl” and “Love | End” shapes as disa inti “ 8.000 in 26th week. Continues, with 9 . 
shapes as disappointing. “Song | $8. in week. Co ’ Daughter” (Col) (st wk) with 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— | Laughs at Andy Hardy” look top ssncietsiel teak &| ho closing set. British opus is now | pluses. = . 
“California” (Par) and “Susie Steps | newcomers this week. of Scheherazade” will do okay on| ” & P 3 Lionel Hampton orch (2d_ wk). 


Out” (UA). Here after a week's 
layoff from the Met, strong $11,000. 
Last weck, “Ladies’ Man” (Par) and 





Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63 )—“Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G). Weak 


second frame at the Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 














in its 39th week firstrun for down- 
town N. Y., including first 11 weeks 
at the City Center. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 


Great $32.500. Last week, Hampton 
band with “13th Hour” (Col), sock 
$37,000. 





“Devil on Wheels” (PRC), $9,000. $11,500. Last week, “Temptation” “Beginning or End” (M-G). Passable | — ‘Nora Prentiss” (WB) (3d. wk). came “Tan oe ee hank 
| a Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— | (U). okay $13,000. F ia $12,000, but not up to hopes. Last Not panning out as well as hoped. re oo gage, , Las 
| Last of Mohicans" (PRC) and “Kit |. hmmeriey oh” (Gol) t 30-50)— | week, | “Humoresque” (WB), fine | being down to $18,000 this stanza $14,000. : 

Carson” (PRC) (3d wk). Looks like | “Singin’ in Corn” (Col) and “Blind | ¢16 900 : after okay $19,500 for second. How- | °°. (Gold (1.300: 50-94) 
$5.000 after nice $6,500 for se ond Spot” (Col). Fair $4,500. Last/|* 7° . ~. lever. both mean profit here. “Two Goldman oldman ) (1,300; 50-94 
‘ Memorial (RKO) A 2 ao; week, “Africa Speaks” (Indie) and Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)—| Sica’ Carrolle’ (WB) due to open |< joliman. (Goltengn tach wk). 
; “Razor's Edge” th}. Tied re “Sons of Desert” (U) (2d wk), so-so | “Nora Prentiss” (WB). Nice $17,000. | 4, April 5 Slumped to $10,000 after big $21,000 

gate tata (Tuck). Seca bu | 0 Last week, “California” (Par) (2d! °"paiace (RKO) (1.700; 60-$1.26)— | in third week: ; : 

. arts today (Tues.). Second, big | "Loew's (CT) (2,800: 35-67)—‘“Jol- | wk), big $15,000. Pe heme - ‘ath-fnel wk) Karlten (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
5 $28.000 while first was fast $34,000. |_ “ews 2,800; 35 | “Sinbad” (RKO) (8th-final wk). oe Goldman) (2000; 50-84) 
Metropolitan (M.-P (4.367; 40-80) |S08 Story” «Col) (4th wk), Fine| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Hu- | Staying up nicely, seventh round | F; °810.000 after big $15,000 second 
we, Angel and Badman” (Re ) and | 314,000. Last week, big $16,300. moresque” (WB) (m.o.). Fancy $10,- concluded yesterday (Tues.) being _— wwe after DIZ 919, Ss 

- “Sister's Secret” ‘PRC) Not te + Palace (CT) (2.300; 35-63)—‘“Time, | 000. Last week, “Lady in Lake” (M-| fine $24,000 after €95.500 for sixth. frame. ar RENAE 
. husky at $22,000 Last week ““Nora Place, Girl” (WB). Okay. eG) ae | “The Locket” (RKO) comes in “pil Clouds, Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
Tran nsceen? and "C cw Girl” | Last. week. “Undercurrent” (M-G)| geek (Shea) (1,400; 40-70 —“Mighty | March 19. TS Be % lowi 

) (Rep), $24,000 and “Calendar Gi: (2d wk), $12,300. : P McGurk” (M-G) and “Affairs Gerai- | Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) ha — ES a be | aang following 
) 09, Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-63 )—"“Gal- | 4. - . 4 : “ ° | _*Shddeniy It's Spring” (Par) plus | nifty r Lang eg | 

’ Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— ” +“ ~| dine” (Rep) (2d wk). Trim $6,000 ; fty 90,800 in first samme oy 

“Bowinn} 7 ” wX's ’ >. |lant Bess” (M-G) and Tracy VS.} se, ctout 7.000 ner. | Johnny Long orch, Joan Edwards, |,” u 4,350; 

) 4 inning Oo! End (M-G). Best in Cueball” (RKO) Good $8,000. Last after stout ’ ope | Buddy Lester in person (3d wk) Pursued (WB). Solid $35,000. Last 
) town at solid $29,000. Last week, week. “Never Say Goodbye” (WB)| Lafayette (Basil) (3,100; 40-70 — | third round starts today (Tues.).| week, “Humoresque”, (WB) (3d wk), 
‘slson Story” (Col) (5th wk), $22,- e see —° WB) $7,900 “Song of Scheherazade” (U) and A 2 ¥. day ; .). week 

. a eee ee “Or an? * \ | Second week was solid $72,000, lower ' : 

D ; Crime Doctor's Manhunt” (Col)! Scale being held responsible for| Stanley (WB) (2,950, 50-94)—"‘Jol- 
= _Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— | ~ « ) Monte | (2d wk). Dipping to good $13,000} Sfa.Gy pace: first was fancy $84,000.|son Story” (Col) (2d wk). rte 4 
f Out” UA), "Strong $18000 after $15,000, Last week, ist ir. ‘Twi- | after smash $20,500 initial stanza. Radio Clty Music Hall (Rocke- | $46,000. Last week, huge $47,500 plus 
: week hapedi tres theo run wt Met, Tight™ (con, $14,000 ski 20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Sea of | great $7,000 for Sun. rle showing. 

Las Sunk tie’ then’ (Per) and| i(Translux) (900; 30-74)— | 40-70 \—“The Locket” (RKO). Rous-| Grass” (M-G) and stage show (2d Stanten (WB) » (ds#75; 50-94 )— 

“Devil on Wheels” (PRC), $13,000 fae Friday” (Indic " “Payoff” | i 17.500 or near, Last week, “Sis-| wk). Continues nicely at $120,000; | “Fabulous Dorseys (UA) (24 wk). 
- - Friday” (Indie) and “Payoff” | ing $17, 
‘ "Slate Lew) (3200; 40-80) Indie) (reiss z Moderate $5,000.} ter Kenny” (RKO) and “Criminal | opening week hit — $129,000 but | Down to good $13,000 or near. First 
tng CoS nS B00, 10-00 Dai |Last week, subset t Court” (RKO), only $11,000. not as big as expected. Likely stays! hit fine $17,500. 
Sinning ‘or Ehd” (M-G).. Excellent | Last week, subsequent-run. Oo ’ 
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opulur Demand. 


THE GREATEST CAST 
EVER ASSEMBLED 
IN THE CHAMPION 
MUSICAL OF ALL TIME! 








by Lopular Demand! 


BACKED ALL THE WAY WITH 20th CENTURY- 
FOX SMASH SHOWMANSHIP—PLUS THE _, 
GREATEST RADIO CAMPAIGN EVER ACCORDED 
A MOTION PICTURE! 








by Lopular Demand! 


DAY-AND-DATE IN HUNDREDS 
OF THE NATION’S GREATEST 
THEATRES LED BY THE ROXY, 
NEW YORK CITY! 
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Starring = 


“TYRONE POWER ALICE 
ON AMECHE- ETHEL MERMAN 
~JEAN HERSHOLT 


“HELEN WESTLEY - JOHN CARRADINE ae 
DARRYL F. ZANUCK tn Charge of Production + Directed by HENRY KING : . ze 


Screen Play by Kathryn Scola and Lamar Trotti - Adaptation by Richard Sherman - Lyrics and Music by Irving Berlin SS ie 
Dances Staged! by Seymour Felix - Associate Producer Harry Joe Brown oo : . 























Seen a 






PEER. 






Brought back with 


all its songs, all its stars, 











all its heart by a | 
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Newsreels Finally Back on Feet 
Abroad: Retain Pools in Far East 


U. S. newsreel firms, cut off com- 


pletely during the war from meee 


coverage except for pooling arrange- | 
ments supervised by the Army and 
Navy, have finally regained their 
feet abroad, almost two years after | 
the war’s end. All five reels cur-}| 
rently have correspondents or tie- 
ins with native companies in almost 


every foreign country, except the 
Russian-controlled areas of Europe, 
from which they receive individually 
apout 25,000 feet of film w eekly 
Only two pools remaining—in China 
and Japan—have been maintained, 
purely for economic reasons, and 
these are expected to be dissolved 


in the near future. 

Illustrative of the tremendous 
tasks that confronted the reels fol-| 
lowing V-J Day is the case of Pathe | 
News. Jack Levien, editor, sent out} 
more than 500 tracer letters to 
cameramen who had worked for 
Pathe before the war—and received 
about 60 answers. Rest came back 
with the notation, “address un- 
known.” Levien, consequently, was 
forced to contact RKO foreign man- 


agers in the various countries to 
round up new men and also ob- 
tained them through foreign con- 
sulates in New York. 


Similar difficulties were encoun- 
tered in rebuilding the domestic staff. 
which had been cut to the bone 
when most of the cameramen went 
into service. Efforts to hire some} 
of the Army Signal Corps lensers | 
were stymied by the unions, who! 
refused to license the vets because 


they are allegedly afraid of new 
blood. | 
Today, however, Pathe’s foreign 


coverage is complete. Company has | 
exclusive exchange agreements with | 
Pathe News in Britain and Pathe, 
Journal in France, which cover all | 
of Europe. In addition, John Dored | 
serves as a roving reporter for | 
Europe, ‘servicing both Pathe and | 
Paramount News, Dored_ spends 
most of his time currently in Ger- 
many, figured the hottest 


has exclusive deals with native firms 
in South Africa, Czechoslovakia, 
Holland, Turkey, Italy, Brazil, Canal 
Zone, Australia, Colombia, Cuba, 
Denmark, Finland, Chile, Hungary, 
East Indies, Peru, Russia, Sweden 
and Venezuela. 


Pathe also has a roving man in 
Latin America and has its own cam- 
eramen in Palestine, Greece, Hun- 
gary, the Levantine, New - Zealand, 
Portugal and Finland. In none of 
the countries is Pathe confronied 
with governmental censorship, 
although military authorities in such 
hotbeds as Palestine prohibit the 
newsreel lensers from taking shots at 
times. Once the film is in the can, 
however, it’s permitted to leave the 
country with no trouble. 


Most of the film received from the 
native companies:is bought on a 
footage basis, with the cameramen 
in all cases transmitting editorial 
notes for the homeoffice to work 
from. Of the 25,000 feet received 
from abroad weekly, only about 
1,500 feet is used (750 feet per is- 
sue). Rest of the film goes into stock 
libraries. 








Stox Trading 


Continued from page 15 








common, bringing his holdings to 
200. 

Daniel M. Sheaffer, Philadelphia, 
sold 2,100 shares of Universal com- 
mon, making his total 18,307. 
Charles D. Prutzman disposed of 350 
shares of Universal, leaving him 
with 20,550. Nathan J. Blumberg 
reported the November sale of 200 
shares. J. Cheever Cowdin reported 
holding 11,637. 

Jack L. Warner reported holding 
429.000 shares of Warner Bros. com- 
mon. His trust acquired an addi- 
tional 700 shares making its total an 
even 20,000. Albert Warner holds 
430,000 shares. His trust holdings 


also rose to 20,000 shares with an ' 


addition of 600. Samuel Sehneider. 
New York, purchased 500 shares. 

Norton V. Ritchey exercised his 
option and purchased 2,500 shares of 
Monogram common bringing his 
holdings in this security to 7.754 
shares. 

J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Fort Lee, re- 
ported the acquisition of 17,092 
shares of Associated Motion Pictures 
Industries, Inc., in a stock splitup, 
making its total holdings of AMPI 
stand at 34,184. 





a 
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Whitbeck’s Ivory Payoff 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Frank Whitbeck is not going to 
have any elephants on his hands, 


even though he recently bought pars 


used pachyderms from Metro. 
Trio of ponderous thesps left for | 


Lansing, Micii:., in a private car to 
join Polack Bros. Circus for the 1947 
season, on rental from Whitbeck. 


Trans-Lux Building Its 
Theatres Larger and May | 
Bid for Feature Product | 


Original postwar expansion plans 








of the Trans-Lux theatre circuit 
have been altered to include build- 
ing of larger theatres than originally 
blueprinted, according to chain top- 
per Norman Elson. He said that first 


plans called for the addition of aj} 


number of relatively small theatres 
but that these had been enlarged to 
give the circuit a stronger bidding 
position under the competitive buy- 
ing provisions of the court decree. 








He pointed out, as an example, the 
circuit's proposed new house in 
Washington, which will run_ to 


around 2,000 seats, almost double the | 


size originally proposed. 
Circuit head returned from Mex- | 
ico yesterday (Tuesday) where he 


opening of the new Trans-Lux 


|members of 


| Edwards, 
finished final arrangements for the | 


New Trend on Coverage 
Prewar tendency by the news- 
reels to emphasize fashion shows, 
beauty contests, etc., to the ex- 
clusion of important news has 
become a thing of the past, ac- 
cording to editors of the five 
U. S. reels. Indicative of the 
postwar attempts to bring the- 
atre audiences news of top im- 
portance is the reels’ coverage of 
the present Indo-China fracas. 
Despite the fact that an actual 
war is raging in Indo-China be- 
tween native troops and French 
government soldiers, most U. S. 
newspapers have confined their 
reports to communiques issued 
by the French government. 
Newsreels, however, have sent 
men into the field so that almost 
the only eyewitness reports from 
the country have been found in 
the reels. First film story was 
carried in newsreels on Jan. 28 
and they’ve had two issues since 
then. Current one shows French 
troops landing in Indo-China 
from the Ile de France, carrying 
American-made equipment for 
use against the native insurgents. 








State Dept.’s Film Dept. 





| by it” 
| attached. 


| rectly for the films, a screenplay of Laura Z. Hobson’s novel, 
| Agreement.” 





Letouts Cue Exit For 


D.C. Pix-Press-Radioites 


Washington, March 11, 


State Department’s film 


has handed their notices to some 20 
its New York staff, it 
was disclosed last week by Herbert 
who heads the _ section, 
which comes under the Office of In- 
ternational Information & Cultural 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Moss Hart didn't like Hollywood in 1931 when he wrote that classic 
lampoon, “Once In a Lifetime,” with George S. Kaufman. Putting it mildly, 
he still doesn’t like the town—and he’s pretty grim about it this time. In 
a recent interview printed in the Los Angeles Times, Hart said: “Holly- 
wood is as tight as a military system—and it has the same evils. It is a 
totalitarian town and a very corrupt town; its people are the most fright- 
ened of those in any industry next to radio.” Here’s the reason: “Here 
everything is soft and luxurious—and dangerous. Here people have cars 
and homes and swimming pools. Deep down they know they don’t de- 
serve them but they're damn glad to have them. To hold on to them, they 
knuckle under. This corrupts not only them, the receivers; it corrupts the 
givers -as well.” 

What's he doing in Hollywood then? Hart explains: “I am like the 
woman who meets the incurable alcoholic—and is sure she can reform 
him. I think the motion picture a magnificent medium and I’m tempted 
Hart said that he sold most of his plays with no strings or squawks 
“I took the dough,” he said, “and spent it. I don’t hold with 
those authors who got a great deal of dough for the screen rights and then 
complain afterwards. If their work is really that precious they might as 
well lock it in a drawer for a year, take it out and look at it, and put it 
back again.” 

Hart is currently in Hollywood working on his first script written di- 
“Gentleman’s 





“The Beginning Or the End” nabbed one of those once-in-a-lifetime 
plugs here this week when the Commercial Appeal took the title and the 
Metro picture as the basis for a double-truck lead editorial on Russia’s 
attitude toward the Baruch Plan for atomic control. 


Editorial of such stature about a film, virtually without precedent in 
staid old morning daily, came primarily as result of a special screening 
which Col. Cecil E. Vogel, of Loew’s Palace, arranged for the managing 
editors of all Scripps-Howard newspapers when they were here recently 
as guests of the local dailies. 


Heading its editorial page for Saturday (8) with the title in quotes, “The 


| Beginning Or the End,” the Commercial Appeal said “By combining fact 
section, | 
+which makes and adapts 16m prod- | 
uct designed to sell America abroad, 


with fiction and romance with reality; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has done 
a creditable job in producing the first full-scale motion picture dealing 
with the atomic bomb, and currently showing at Loew’s Palace. 

“Its title is credited to President Truman, and its sponsors claim both 
White House and War Department blessing. As entertainment it meets 
most of the requirements, but its chief value, as we see-it, lies far beyond 
in that it is very plainly an appeal to public conscience, and as such is 


worthy of comment....” 


news | four of which are newsreel houses. 
source on the Continent. Pathe also! 


Prado government-owned house | Affairs. Head-loppings become ef- 
leased by the web which will have 


; : |fective April 4, and are said to be 
its preem Friday (21) with “It's @/an effort to reduce expenditures by 
Wonderful Life.” Trans-Lux has a! ¢19900 between that time and the 
five-year lease on the new a of the fiscal year, June 30. 
with options. Jack Lamont will be | , 
their Sieniens manager, while house | _ With . number of execs in key 

; ,_ |spots among those released, cuts are 
will be run by Alfredo Fernandez | ted to sli tevially inte th 
Hinde. Third of the new theatres | ©¥PECtee to siice ma r pion Bag poh 
ready to go into the works is slated | output of films. Section is a combo 
for midtown New ‘York, giving tne ne roe ocean a 
clntuR: a° Sel: ae 38. wholly Gwned, Inter-American Affairs film divi- 
Elson said that Trans-Lux would | S!oms. As did its two predecessors, 
| welcome bidding as a means of pro- | the State Department’s section has 
|curing topgrade. product, something | been working on a slow and bela- 
| they've been unable to get in their bored tentative. basis, always fearful 
| Boston house. Theatre, which only of the ‘screams from congressmen 
| seats 900, will even have difficulty | Who might construe the films as 
| bidding against bigger houses, but propaganda. 
will probably fare better than now, Resultant lack of a forthright pro- 
he said, when it’s “playing sloughoff | gram and much interference from 
product like ‘Notorious Gentleman’ | higher-ups in the State Department 
and Columbia and Universal horror | have made the job tremendously ex- 
pictures.” pensive for the number of effective 

Newsreel biz, policy of the ma-/| films issued. This may be reflected 
jority of theatres in the circuit, has | in the squawks from economy-mind- 
dropped about 25% from wartime |ed congressmen when the State De- 
levels, according to Elson, who} partment’s budget comes up shortly. 
blames it on lack of war interest and | As a matter of fact, the future of the 
slump in travel. Latter factor was | whole film, press and radio division 
strong in building biz.because people | of the OIICA, headed by John Begg, 
would drop into the houses between | appears precarious when the boys on 
trains. Quality of the news shows| the Hill get to work on it. ® 
has also dropped, he said, although 'y 
length has picked up. Trans-Lux, 
unlike other newsie chains, has no 























Answering the query raised in Variety recently as to how Hollywood 
could put a lid on the alleged loose morals and multiple divorces in the 
film colony, Rabbi Sfdney E. Goldstein replies: “Eric Johnston and the 
presidents and producers in the motion picture industry have the same 
power that the heads of many corporations possess. Because of their social 
responsibility they have the right and the duty to demand decency of con- 
duct in their associates and the members of their organization. They can 
and should dismiss those who violate the common codes of decency. This 
they have done in flagrant cases. It is the only way to end the hypocrisy 
of preaching one standard upon the screen and practicing another standard 
in life.” ; 

Dr. Goldstein, chairman of the Jewish Institute on Marriage and Family, 
was one of three religious leaders, including Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 


and Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, who launched the latest attack upon Holly- 
wood’s off-screen immorality. 





Dissatisfaction by Metro homeoffice and studio execs over the title of 
“Cynthia's Secret,” latest in the Dr. Kildare series, has forced an indefinite 
postponement of the exhibitors’ tradescreening for the film, originally 
scheduled for yesterday (Tuesday). Release date for the picture will also 
be set back until the studio chiefs make up their minds on a new title, 
since no film can be released until after it’s tradeshown. : 

Metro homeoffice spokesmen this week confirmed reports that the film 
will be the last of the series, in line with the company’s policy of cutting 
out as many modest-budgeters as possible to concentrate on A product. 
Metro is expected, however, to continue with the “Maisie” and “Andy 
Hardy” series, which will be used as a proving ground for new talent, 
both thesping and directorial. Company may also continue the “Lassie” 


series, all of which have been very good grossers despite their compara- 
tively small budgets. 





Anita Colby’s deal with Paramount, which will be inked this week, calls 
for $1,200 a week, not the $700 which was originally reported. One of her 
principal assets—which Par figures makes her woith that coin—is her 
ability to convince femme stars that the roles offered them by the studio 


plans for producing its own short 
subjects, despite current cutback 
general in shorts production which, 
Elson said, will hurt if it gets any 
worse, . 


WB Washed Out of 536 
| In Suit Vs. Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

Warners lost a legal battle with 
Old Man River in superior court 
|where the studio’s $53,750 suit 
|against the Los Ahgelés Flood Con- 
‘trol District was dismissed. Plain- 
| tiff declared the flood waters of the 
/Los Angeles River were diverted by 
,control devices, thereby causing 
| damage to the studio’s back lot. 
Case was tossed out because the 
| Studio failed to file its claim within 
;}a year after the flood, which hap- 
|'pened in 1938. 

Universal Pictures Co. filed a pe- 
| tition with the city council for im- 
proved drainage conditions to pre- 
'vent several of the studio buildings 
from foundering. When the studio 
was built years ago, the surrounding 
earth absorbed the rain, but now the 
street pavements divert the water 
into the lot. An additional threat 
is the proposed extension of Holly- 
wood Parkway, which means more 
seepage. 


SCHULBERG’S BOOK TO RKO 

Mrs. Ad Schulberg has agented 
her son Budd Schulberg’s new Ran- 
,dom House novel, “The Harder They 
Fall,” to RKO at a reported price of 
| $100,000. 

Deal also, calls for Schulberg to 





| 








; work on the screenplay. 


Weekly Changes 


Continued from page 9 
they can make distributors see the 
light. 

Abe Kaplan, who operates three 
Twin City houses, says that fewer 
changes reduces their weekly grosses 
all right, but the independents are 
still money ahead’at the end of the 








year. Distributor “unreasonable- 
ness” is hitting a new high, he 
charges. 


Kaplan and others are especially 
wrathy because of the “excessive” 
demands for reissues. Many of 
these reissues are being sold at much 
higher prices today than they did 
when first released, it’s pointed out. 
In view of the fact that the pictures, 





|in most cases, already have earned 
| substantial sums for their producers 
;and distributors and the only ex- 
| pense involved in reissuing them is 
the cost of new prints and the ad- 
| vertising. President Bennie Berger 
,of North Central Allied declares this 
‘amounts to “profiteering.” 





Allied Preps Rocky Mt. 


Organizational Meeting 


Denver, March 11. 
Col, H. A. Cole, regional vice 
; president of National Allied, and 
| president of Texas Allied; Sidney 
| Samuelson, general manager, Allied 
| of Eastern Pennsylvania, and True- 





|man S. Rembusch, president, Indiana 


Allied and owner of two Denver 


| theatres. will be here March 24-26 
| for an organizational meeting. 
| hoped to set up a Rocky Mountain 


It is 
Allied. 





are good for them and should be accepted. 
Miss Colby will also see that the femmes are dressed correctly for pub- 


lic appearances, handle specialized publicity on them and have other duties 
as aide to Henry Ginsberg, studio production topper. 











Exhibs Gripe 


aa Continued from page 9 | 


that way in many situations. United 
Artists is doing the same thing on 
a much more limited basis with 
“Henry V.” UA is also discussing 
doing the same thing, however, with 
“Carnegie Hall” and “Arch of Tri- 
umph.” If they should go through 
with the idea, exhib threats on 
squawking to the Dept. of Justice 
might well take more definite shape. 

Two deals being worked for “Best 
Years” in Philly are pretty typical 
of method of exhibition being used 
on the pic. One house, the Pix, is 
being taken over on a straight four- 
walls basis with the owner, Sam 
Cummins, getting $1,500 a week for 
the house. Arcadia is being taken on 
an alternate plan by which the 
Sabolskys, who operate the theatre, 
are getting $2,500 for rent and over- 
head, plus a supervising fee of 
around $400 a week, plus a cut of 
the gross that starts at 10% and 
can go up to 12%%,. 


MPRF Expands Hospital 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund is 
spending $500,000 on a clinical unit 
as an addition to its Country Home 
hospital se 

William Pereira, MPRF trustee, is 
donating his services as an architect 
and building supervisor 








| MARSHALL GRANT, EX-U, 
HEADS OWN INDIE CO. 


Chicago, March 11. 

Latest entry into the indie pro- 
duction arena is the newly formed 
Marshall Grant productions which 
is reported to have heavy coin back- 
ing. Outfit is backed by a group of 
Chi financiers, most of whom are 
personal friends of the company’s 
board chairman, William D. Saltiel, 
local attorney and secretary of the 
Chieago Civic Opera. Included are 
Maxwell Abbell, owner of Arrow- 
head Springs Hotel in California, 
and A. Ronald Button, theatrical at- 
torney. 

Grant, an ex-Universal producer, 
has inked William Wellman to direct 
“Moonrise” as his first picture, 
Vladimir Pozner having just finished 
scripting it. Grant also signed A. 
H. Griffith, Arthur Lubin and John 
Rawlins to the direction staff. Com- 
pany is arranging shooting facilities. 
RKO or Universal may distribute. 

In addition to “Moonrise,” com- 
pany has three original stories 
which are being set for production. 
Two of them, “Gainsville, Texas” 
and “Domino Parlor,’ have been 
written by Lynn Riggs. Third is a 
local story called “Loop.” 
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Oh, Frankie! Oh, Kathryn! 


Red Kann, of Quigley Publica- Boxoffice Magazine says your 
tions says your picture is: “A tip- picture is: “Great! One of those 
top package of entertainment!” pictures that bulges theatre walls.” 





Oh, Peter! Oh, Jimmy! 


Variety says your picture is: “A Hollywood Reporter predicts for 
star-studded and sock box-office your picture: “Box-office returns 
_ entry!” and enthusiastic word-of-mouth.” 






| ” Oh, Leo! They’re talking about’: 


‘IT KAPPENED IN BROOKLYN’ 


Screen Play by Isobel Lennar Watch first date Capitol, N. Y.! 


py JACK CUMMINGS «A 
etro-Goldwyn- Mayer Picture 
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Metro, Gaumont to Pool in Buying 
New French Houses for Showcases 


Metro International, seeking 
buy back the old Gaumont-Loew- 
Metro circuit in France which it 
formerly owned, will not pick up the 
current Gaumont-operated houses, 


it’s been learned. Metro execs are 
reportedly wary of antagonizing the 
French government by attempting to 





to + 


| 
| 
| 
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Bromberg to Supervise 
UA Latin-America Setup 


Oscar Bromberg, United Artists’ 


general manager in Mexico, has 
been promoted to regional super- 
visor of the northern Latin Amer- 
ican countries, comprising Mexico, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Canal Zone, | 
Colombia, Trinidad, Venezuela and 
the Caribbean area 

J. B. Urbina has been named to 
succeed. Bromberg in Mexico. Urbina 
resigned from UA in 1942, when he 
held the same post, to become sales 
manager of Clasa-Films Mundiales, 
Mexican production-distribution out- 
fit. 





Hinterland Cool 


take over native theatre holdings, 
in light of the current squabbles 
raised by the French industry 
against alleged U. S. monopoly of | 
playing time in France 

Instead of taking over the Gau- 
mont theatres outright, Metro 
and Gaumont are expected ‘to pool 
their interests in acquiring new 
theatres in France which are to 
serve as showcases for both Metro 
and Gaumont product. In addition, 
the deal calls for Metro to guaran- 
tee playing time for Gaumont 
product in Loew’s theatres in the 
U. S., with Gaumont reportedly 


holding out for the Broadway first- 
run showcase. 


Arthur M. Loew. Metro Interna- 
tional prexy, is slated to sail to Eu- 
rope next week to consummate the 
deal Metro’s acquisition of new 


theatres is expected to set a pattern 
for most of the other U.S. majors, 
which are prepping their foreign de- 
partments for new theatre buys. 





To Foreign Pix 


Rush of dozens of neophytes to 
l'e¢limb onte the foreign film distribu- 
|tion bandwagon since the end of the 
|war also happened at the close of 
the first world war, J. H. Hoffberg, 
industry old-timer, recalled last 
week. “Then the country was 


Basic idea behind the foreign expan- | 


sion is to lower company faxes in 
the U.S. by having the majors sink 


|“and the 


flooded with foreign silents,” he said, 
situation is largely the 


their excess profits into new theatre | same today.” 


holdings abroad. 

George Weltner, Paramount Inter- 
national prexy, is scheduled to leave 
for Europe April 15 to decide on 
Par’s theatre policy and Joseph H. 
Seidelman, Universal International 
chief, is reportedly also on the look- 
out for possible theatre buys during 
his current trip to Paris. 


Litigation Holds Up 
Forst’s Highly Touted 
‘Vienna Maidens’ Film 


Uncut aygd largely unsynchronized 
sections of Willi Forst’s “Vienna 
Maidens,” recently privately pre- 
viewed here, reveal film as living 
up to chatter naming it as best as 
well as most ambitious German lan- 
Zuage production to date. Most 
striking to U.S. viewers was amaz- 
ing realism and depth of its Agfa- 
eolor (German) photography. 


Forst piece is lavish in back- 
ground,. music and color. Humor 
department is provided by Hans 
Moser, who props Forst’s lead as 
Michael Ziehrer, Viennese military 
band leader. Story deals with 
Ziehrer’s failure to make a dent 
against Johann Strauss’ popularity as 
waltz king in the 1860’s. But the 
youngster hits solidly in brass band 
work and competes opposite a crack 
U. S. brass band (patterned after 
Sousa) in a battle of music at 
Vienna World’s Fair in the ’80s. Fin- 
ish, the battle of bands, is excitingly 
done. Wonder .is how Forst got 
away with shooting Sousa marches, 
including “Stars and Stripes,” with 
U. S. flags in background, while un- 
der Goebbels supervision in 1944 and 
*45. 


“Maidens” is a long way from re- 
lease. First, question of ownership 
of negative presently in litigation be- 
tween Forst and Wien Film, is to be 
settled. Then facilities must be 
found for mixing and synchronizing 
music and color printing the Agfa 
process. Understood only plant 
capable of the latter work is in 
Prague. 


U.S. STUDIOS BID ON 
NEW MAUGHAM BOOK 


London, March 4. 


British and American studios have 
started bidding on Somerset 
Maugham’s latest book. With “Razor's 
Edge” in mind it likely will draw 
considerable interest. Maugham has 
been hinting that this may be his 
last book before he retires from 








writing. 
In his villa near Nice, France, 
which was looted and _ badly 


damaged during the German occupa- 
tion, Maugham is now putting the 
finishing touches to the book. It’s 


called “Catalina,” name _ of _its 
heroine. The setting of the story 
is Spain in the days of King 
Philip WI. 


| 


Surveying the b.o. possibilities of | 
foreign pix, Hoffberg placed U. S.| 
art houses, in the strict sense of the 
word, as amounting to only eight or 
nine theatres. Practically all of 
these are centered on both coasts. 

“In the midwest,” Hoffberg noted, 


|“with the sole exception of Chicago 


there are no art houses at all. For- 
eign films don’t go in the west and 


a French picture is something a 
sailor shows you in a doorway,” he 
declared. “As for the south, it’s 
almost impossible to sell ’em there. 
Even” New Orleans with 
French population won't go for 
Gallic films. ‘3 
“Why, recently we booked a 
French pictyre in one of the Blu- 
menthal houses in South Carolina. 
A few weeks later our share of the 


$8.37.” 
perils of foreign film distribution, 
Hoffberg declared that 


advertising and overhead and the 
exhib takes his cut, he has “noth- 
ing left but buttons.” 

Italian and Scandinavian films are 
also difficult to sell, Hoffberg pointea 
out, since the habits of these peoples 
are to attend weekends. Business is 
strong then but it falls sharply on 
Monday and at the week’s end the 
exhib and distrib usually come out 
owing themselves money. Weekday 
slump in grosses happens every- 
where in foreign language situations, 
he said. He emphasized that there 
are very few “Open Cities” and 
“Welldigger’s Daughters.” 

Discussing the “product shortage,” 
Hoffberg, whose firm handles be- 
tween two and three hundred oldies 
as well as a hundred-odd foreign 
films, said there is no lack of films. 
“What is needed,” he said, “are some 
money making pictures.” 


Mex Filmers Cast Eyes 
On European Market 


London, March 5. 
William Karol, general representa- 
tive of UFA, for 12 years before the 
war and now with Pelioulas Mexi- 
canas, is here planning to enter the 
European film market. With his com- 





‘|pany owning three modern film stu- 


dios, Karol maintains he is in a posi- 
tion to supply Europe with 25 pix 
annually. 

He has with him five films for 
showing. They are “Portrait of 
Maria,” starring Dolores del Rio and 
Pedro Armandariz; “Las Abando- 
nadas,” “Flor Silvester,’ “Bugam- 
bila,” latter three also starring same 
artists, and “Mujer de Todos,” intro- 
ducing Maria Felix. 

Showing of these films is held up 
here due to fuel shortage. 





Lambert Ballet for Aussie 


Melbourne, Feb. 27. 
Lambert Ballet company will 
come here from London this year 
under Dan O’Connor management. 
It’s understood that the Fullers may 





be interested in venture. 


|\labor organization 


south. The midwest’s conception of | 


its large | 


gross was forwarded—a check for | 
Citing an example of the) 


after the) 
average foreign film distrib pays his | 


Lilian Harvey in Zurich 
Zurich, Feb. 25. 

English actress Lilian Harvey, who 
made many pictures in Germany and 
| Austria before the war, has arrived 
here from Paris. She is in Switzer- 
land on a vacation, She was last 
here in 1941. 

After her stay in Switzerland, Miss 
Harvey will go to Strasbourg and 
then return to N. Y. via Paris. 


$870,000 Hike For 
Can. Film Board 








Ottawa. March 11. 
Dominion government estimates 
how National Film Board gets 
early $820,000 more than last year 
to work with in ensuing fiscal term 
NFB’s appropriation for 1947-48 an- 


nounced by Finance Minister Howe 
is $2,078.874 of which $766,000 is ear- 
marked for production of new films 
and $862,000 for distribution. Both 
are over the last fiscal year. Total 
salaries are set at $162,002. 

Increases in production 
tures include animated films, 
for schools, foreign language pro- 
grams and French-language produc- 
tions. NFB’s 1947-48 plans include 
introduction of color in its theatrical 
Canada Carries On series. 








Mex. Pix Union Wane In 
Politics Seen in OK To 
‘Ninotchka,’ ‘Breakfast’ 


Mexico City, March 11. 
Seen as indication of waning polit- 
ical strength of the Confederation of 
Mexican Workers, Mexico's largest 
controlling most 
amusement industry workers, is the 


exhibition here, at long last, of 
“Ninotchka” and “He Stayed for 
Breakfast.” 


Attempts to exhibit both pix pre- 
viously failed. The CTM refused to 
lallow its members to have anything 
to do with the screening of the films, 
though the Mexican censors had ap- 
| proved them. It contended that they 
jeer communism and therefore are 
offensive to a friendly nation. 

CTM called a strike on.the eve of 
;the opening of “Ninotchka” at the 
|Cine Palacio and only ended the 
shutdown when the exhibitor prom- 
ised not to try to exhibit the subject. 
| Like action banned “Breakfast” from 
the Cine Alameda. 


taneously at the Cines Magerit 
and Lido and “Breakfast” is on dis- 
|play at the Cine Chapultepec. Both 


are tied in with Melvyn Douglas’ | 


| starring in the legiter “Our Town” 
|by the American theatre stock at 
'the Teatro Iris, fifth week (4-9). 
Douglas personaled at the cinemas. 


65c Top and Res’d Seats 
New Pix Ideas in Tokyo 


Tokyo, March 4. 

Jap Price Board officials are 
frowning on the recent tendency 
among first-run cinemas to raise ad- 
mission charges to 10 yen (65c.), and 
are expected to take action in the 
near future. The raise has already 
been introduced in Osaka, and is 
contemplated in Tokyo soon. 

Subaru-za Cinema, leading first- 
run in Tokyo, announced it will 
number its seats and adopt a res- 
ervation policy, which will be revo- 
lutionary in Japan. 

Toho theatre’s business manager 
declared that, although it is spending 
a huge amount to repair its over- 
crowded shows, it has not found in- 
troduction of the reservation system 
possible “under the existing circum- 
stances.” 

Reparations and restitution de- 
mands may deprive the estimated 
35,000 GIs who attend Tokyo’s Ernie 
Pyle Theatre weekly of hearing the 
house’s huge organ. Dr. Edward 
Quisumbling, of the Philippine Mis- 
sion on Reparations and Restitution, 
now here on a survey, declared the 
organ was stolen during the war 
from the Philippines, and believed 
it to be the one belonging to Mrs. 
Manuel Quezon. 








Chevalier Pacts Lopez 
Paris, March 11. 

Francis Lopez, French Basque 
composer whose current operetta 
hit, “La Belle Au Cadiz,” is slated 
for October production in New York 
by Lee Shubert, has been commis- 
sioned by Maurice Chevalier to 
write special songs for his current 
American tour. 





expendi- | 
films | 


“Ninotchka” now is playing simul- | 


No. Africa Film Biz Suffers From 
Uneven Local Rules, Sez Col's, Stein 





Par Int'l Toppers 


Due in Aussie Soon 
Sydney, March 4. 

Albert Deane, who is coming here 

with George Weltner, head of Par- 

amount International, and Clem 

Crystal, topper of foreign theatre 

division, early this month is making 

his first reappearance here after 20 
years 





Local Par execs~are getting out 
the red carpet for the toppers flying 


in. Deane will be wined and dined | 


by his home folk. 


Dubbed Pix Don't 





Click With Swiss 


Zurich, Feb. 25. 
Dubbed films 
|popular in Switzerland—especially 
|in the big,,towns, it was revealed 


are definitely un- | 


here recently when a German- | 
dubbed version of Noel Coward's | 
'“Brief Encounter” had _ its 


weil at the boxoffice but consensus 
of opinion here is that it’s a mistake 
to dub films locally. And actual busi- 
| ness is reported reduced because of 
|German sound track. 

Chief objection to sync versions 


Swiss 
|preem. Actually the film did fairly | 


'is that the majority of the population | 


| understands English and prefers sub- 
titles in German rather than German 
dialogue. 





Spyros Skouras Plans 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Spyros D. Skouras is here visiting 
the studios for ‘week before return- 
ing to New York and his home in 
Greece. He's the nephew of Spyros 
P. Skouras, president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, 


playing time in Greece and al- 
ways will have because natives pre- 
fer them to other countries’ produc- 
tions. Approximately 90% of the 
playing time, according to Skouras, 
prexy and general manager of the 
| D. P. Skouras circuit, which controls 
eight theatres in Athens, Port of 
Piaeus and Salonika, are given over 
to American pictures. Skouras is 
also head of Skouras Film Co., dis- 
'tributor in Greece of 20th-Fox, RKO 
and Paramount. He states films are 
shown during two season in Greece 
—during winter indoors and during 
summer outdoors, with former the- 
atres closing during summer be- 
cause only one house is air-condi- 
tioned, leaving the way for open air 
theatres to operate during four 
months of warm weather. 

Superimposed title, or separate 
film, projected below the regular 
screen, carry the dialog. Price of ad- 
mission is about 2,500 drachmas or 
approximately 30c because black 
market prices have hiked the 
drachma from official 5,000 to about 
8,000 per U. S. dollar value. 

Skouras is here with his wife and 
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Argyros. 


Current London Shows 


London, March 11. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 
“Caviar to General,” Whitehall. 
“Clutierbuck,” Wyndham, 
“Dancing Years,” Casino. 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune, 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Now Barabbas,” Vaudeville. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Romany Love,” Majestys. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 
“Truant in Parklane,” St. James. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 
“Wizard of Oz,” Saville. 














Visiting Native Greece 


Paris, March 4. 

Alexander Stein, Columbia chief 
for French language “territories on 
his return of a North African sur. 
vey claims the situation there js 
suffering from the different treat- 
ment the industry is getting in the 
various territorial subdivisions. In 
Morocco, an exhibitor strike was 
narrowly avoided two months ago 
when the local administration in- 
sisted that admission prices, instead 
of a 5% cut as in continental France, 
be trimmed 10%. 

In Algeria, exhibs struck for a 
|few days because the government 
| would not permit them to tilt the 
| admission scale, claiming this is in 





} eae . 

direct opposition with the govern. 
;}ment policy of refusing to alter 
ceilings. Top in Algeria is 25c. com- 


pared to Morocco’s 50c. 

| In Tunisia, although no strike is 
| current or looming, exhibs aye also 
|suffering from unduly close inter- 
| ference of the administration in the 
operation of their business. 





German Studios Ready 
For Production; U.S. Pix 


Shortage Now Relieved 
Berlin, March 1 

The first American feature film to 
be synchronized with German voices, 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
opened recently at the ‘chauberg 
Cinema in Munich, capital of 
| Bavaria, and despite lack of heat, is 
showing to record audien:es. Film 
has been retitled “Lebenskunstler.” 
The former UFA Film Studios at 
Tempelhof, in Berlin, and the one- 
time .Bavaria Filmkunst Studios at 
Geiselgasieig, near Munich, which 


| have been under reconstruction dur- 


Revealed U. S. films have top| 


ing the past year, are soon to be 
available to the 10 U. S.-licensed 
producers recently given the green 
light by Military Government. 

Since both studios are former 
Reich property, they were. seized by 
Property Control Branch of MG 
pending liquidation of the German- 
owned and controlled UFA film 
cartel. Studies are ncw being made 
to smash this as well as a host of 
other combines which were key- 
stones to the Hitler war machine. 

Synchronization of “Dangerous 
Journey” is being readied. 

The current monthly report of MG 
states that the critical shortage of 
U. S. film features has been relieved 
somewhat by the arrival of nega- 
tives in Berlin several weeks ago. 


Par’s 50-50 Policy On 
Dub Vs. Subtitles Abroad 


Following tests overseas with 20 
dubbed pix distributed between one 
and two years*®ago, Paramount has 
reached a compromise on the ques- 
tion of dubbing vs. subtitles. Hence- 
forth, company will earmark sub- 
titled product for foreign hinterlands, 
rural sections and small towns while 
dubbed versions will be aimed for 
metropolitan centers. With this in 
mind, Par has ordered dubbing of 
its next five films in Spanish for 
distribution in Latin America and 
Spain. 

Survey was made mainly in the 
Carribeans during the 1944-45 and 
1945-46 seasons. Field reports dis- 
closed that patrons in the stix were 
totally unfamiliar with the voices 
of American stars and players. Con- 
sequently, there were no gripes over 
the variance of dubbed-in speech 
with the remembered voices of stars. 
Added reason for a nix on subtitles 
in these spots is the fact that many 
of the patrons are unable to read 
or do so slowly, making dubbing a 
more satisfactory method of convey- 
ing meanings. 

Situation in metropolitan areas 
calls for dubbing for opposite rea- 
sons, it’s said. Patrons in leading 
cities are familiar with the players 
and their voice mannerisms. Any 
substitutions of voice which var, 
from the original have frequentl 
touched off beefs and demands for 
subtitling. Moreover, city dweliers 
are considerably advanced in educa- 
tion so the illiteracy angle doesn't 
apply. 

Trend lately has been away from 
dubbing. Metro, formerly its lead- 
ing exponent, recently slashed its 
dubbing program substantially and 
substituted subtitles which it had 
abandoned with much ballyhoo. 
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Britains Heavy Feb. Snows 


B.0. Returns to US. Film Distrihs 








London, March 11. + 


The stranglehold on British 
theatre business caused by the 
coal pinch was relaxed yester- 
day (Mon.) when the govern- 
ment porastded both London and 
provincial film houses to resume 
normal hours of opening. Legit 
houses are expected to do like- 
wise this week. In effect, the 
lifting of strict regulations erases 
the limit of two performances 
daily, heretofore imposed, which, 
along with a lack of heating, 





caused show biz losses running 

to millions of pounds. 

Pix houses will return to their 
usual four and five shows daily. 
That schedule was out during all 
of February when unusually 
wintry conditions brought on the 
power shortage. 

February blizzards in England 
which snowed under the British 
amusement biz caused a sharp dip of 
20% -25% in returns for the month to 


$$ 


Theatre Bldg. OK? 


Washington, March 11. 

Lid would come off commer- 
cial construction, opening the 
way to new theatre building, 
under a bill to be introduced in 
the House by Rep. Jesse P. Wol- 
cott (R., Mich.), chairman of the 
Banking and Currency Commit- 
tee. Wolcott 





said he might be 


able to. start hearings on. his 
measure before the end of 
March 

am & timates are that prying 
off the lid would give the go” 
signal for about 300 projected 


film hous S | about the nation 





Million-Dollar 


US. film companies and a reflected | 


worldwide drop of 10% in rentals 
over the corresponding stanza of 
1946. In coin of the realm, the bliz- 
zard-caused power pinch in Britain, 
a lass of some $3,000,000 in the 
actual take of the companies meas- 
ured by what February, °46, had 
brought in. 

Total world biz, outside the U-S. 
and Canada, amounted to a little 
over $15,000.000 in rentals to the ma- 
jors, survey indicates. That repre- 
sents a 10% drop over the close to 
$17,000,000 which the American com- 
panies garnered outside 
borders for the year before. Decline 
was almost entirely of Anglo origin, 
it's reported, with most other coun- 
tries continuing to gain over last 
year’s record. 

Amusements showed a remarkable 
staying power in Britain considering 
the terrific handicap of unheated 
theatres, foreign dept. execs aver 
While the drop in returns of 20° 
25% is sizeable, major top- 
pers had feared a much more disas- 
trous dip, it’s stressed. An added 
harrowing factor besides the piled 
up snow banks and the frigid theatre 
interiors were government regula- 
tions which limited performances to 


meant 


companys 


two daily in theatres throughout the 
land. 

Metro, for ‘instance, reports that 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” which 
preemed at the Empire, its London 
showcase, during the worst stretch 


first 
daily, 


of weather did better for its 
week, at two performances 
than the predecessor “Sea of Grass, 
“Secret Heart” and “Undercurrent.” 
all top-bracketed pix playing four 
and five performancés. Partially 
accounting for the remarkable buoy- 
ancy of grosses was an evident de- 
sire by the British public to forget 
its troubles even if it required sit- 
ting in unheated theatres, huddled 
in overcoats. 

One unusual feature of the Brit- 
ish entertainment situation is 
fact that 16m business continued to 
advance during the month. Thought 
of foreign dept. execs on the subject 
is that the narrow gauge houses, lo- 
cated in the isolated sections of the 
country, remained as the sole amuse- 
ment available outside the home to 
local inhabitants. 

Western fringe of Europe main- 
tained its precipitous climb in rev- 
enues. In this sector, France, Bel- 
gium and Italy were strongest with 
one company citing a 50% advance 
in Belgium for the month over 
renreaey, 1946. 


Philly Film Row Soon 
Told to Hit the Road 


Philadelphia, March 11. 
notices for approxi- 
business men and resi- 


the 


Eviction 
Mately 500 


} and 


the U. S. | 
build a 


dents of Vine street, including Phil- | 


ly’s Film Row, affected by the state's 
widening project are expected to be 
sailed soon by the State Depart- 
ment of Property and Supplies. 

The department has set June 30 
as the deadline date for the evacua- 
tion. The 


state now owns title to 
the land, with tenants continuing 
occupancy under month-to-month 
leases. 
‘CROSSFIRE’ BOBS UP 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Three Roberts—Mitchum, Young 


and Ryan—were assigned as co-stars 
in the forthcoming RKO picture, 
“Crossfire.” 

Jacqueline White draws the femme 
lead, with Adrian Scott producing. | 


House for Denver 


Denver, 
Two more new the 
ised Colorado as soon as 


March 11 
atres are prom- 


materials 


are available 

Dave Cockrill, managing directo) 
of the Denham here, will build a 
$1,000,000 first-run theatre at 15th 
and Walton, property for which has 
been acquired. Escalator stairways 
to the balcony, television in lobby, 


germ-proof and 
spacing 


its features. 


between seats, are 
. will 
house in 


Gibralter Enterprises, Denver 
600-seat $85,000 
Colo., where it already 
This will give Love- 
theatres. Site for new 
been bought 


Loveland, 
Operates one 
land three 
theatre has 
Rebuild Texas 
Marshall, 
Construction 
rebuilding of 


House 
Texas, March 11. 
started here on 
Lynn theatre which 
gutted by fire early in January 
Gelling. local manager of East 
Theatres, Inc., which operates 
rebuilding job will 


has 


Was 
W.L 
Texas 
the house, 
be fireproof, 


Says 


700-Seater For Miss. 
Memphis, March 11. 

CPA granted A. J. Tilghman per- 
mit to build a $100,000 modern brick 
700-seater at Louisville, Miss., to be 
called The New. Should be finished 
this summer. 
Small-Seater Opened 
N.C., March 11. 
theatre has been 
Army base located 


N. C. 
Charlotte 
Morris Field 

opened at former 

several miles from Charlotte. 

proximately $20,000 was spent on 

improvements. Max Holden, former 
film row executive, is manager. 


Cosmetics Firm Sues 
Ad Agcy. for $350,000 


In ‘Duel’ Tie-in Snarl 
n ‘Duel’ Tie-in § 
Chicago, March 11. 
was wrongly advised 
campaign, Associated 
firm, last week 
damage suit against 
Ryan ad agency, as 
tie-in promotion be- 
Yu nail polish and 
Sun.” which failed to 
late release date of 


Charging it 

on advertising 
Products, cosmetics 
filed $350,000 
Ruthrauff & 
aftermath of 
tween Chen 
“Duel in the 
jell because of 
pic. 
Cosmetic outfit alleges it was sold 
by R&R. which handled its biz 
through 1946, on idea of promotion 
for special polish shade tabbed ° ‘Sun 
Red,” which was put on market last 
summer. Petition claims firm lost 
$100,000 in profits when pic was not 
released at that time. 

Paul Watson, 


ad agency exec vee- 


‘pee in charge of western opel ations, 


| Said, 


filed in Circuit 
“There is absolutely no 
basis for the claim.” Suit names 
R&R and Norman Phelps, ad agency 
veepee 


after suit was 


court here, 


bunion-proof 
some of 


Ap- | 


H’ wood Farewells Price 


Hollywood, March 11. 


}to Byron Price, who has left the 
Johnston office to become Assistant 
, Secretary General of United Nations. 
| Speakers at a testimonial dinner 
| tossed by the Independent Motion 
| Picture Preducers Association were 
|Donald Nelson, Jean Hersholt, Jo- 
seph I. Breen, Roy Prewer and I. E 
Chadwick. 


‘Callous Indifference Of 
Film Magnates’ to U. S. 
Welfare Hit by Mrs. Meyer 





Atlant City, Mar 

Present day motion pictures and 
radio programs, with the men and 
women responsible for them, cam 
in for a verbal blast here last We 
nesday night »» as Mrs. Eugene 
Meyer, wife of the Washington Post 
owner, addressed the eighth general 
session of the American Assn. of 
School Administrators 

“You know far better than I that 
the killer-diller radio programs and 


the vulgarization of life conveyed 


by 90° of the films are a handicap 
to the moral, mental and emotional 
development of American child- 
hood,’ Mrs. Meyer told the 8,000 
delegates present 
“To be sure,” she added, “radio 

already compensating for its \ yu 
programs with many constructi, 
ones But the film magnates show 
a callous indifference to the nation’s 
| welfare. Only recently the largest 
;combination of motion picture mag 
inates deliberately modified thei! 
|Own code against the use of nar- 


'cotic themes in order to exploit that 
dangerous and suggestive field foi 
lthe’ benefit of our children So 
notorious have our films become the 
world over that they are endanger- 
jing our foreign relations 

| “Many of 


the nations protested at 





ithe last meeting of UNESCO against 
the baneful influence of our films 
and expressed indignation because | 
they were powerless to exclude 
them from their countries The 
stranglehold which these powerful 


moving picture magnates have upon 


the domestic and foreign market is 
a worldwide cultural menace.” 
Mrs. Meyer suggested a remedy. 
“You could start a nationwide de- 
jmand for education over the radio 
jand through the films.” she _ told 
jher audience. “Adult education has 
|'made great progress but we must 
now broaden such endeavors’ by 
nationwide mass education. Such 


programs should be thought out by 
our leading educators and should be 
‘translated into real entertainment 
by the most expert scriptwriters. 
{And however the problem of con- 
|tent may be approached, it should 
be beamed at the stabilization of 
family and community life.” 


Ind.’s Voluntary Censorship 
Indianapolis, March 7. 
Biennial Censorship threat 
Indiana General Assembly is in 
sion was toned down to a resolution 
calling on films, radio stations and 
newspapers to adopt “voluntary 
censorship,” passed by house of 
representatives after tough measure 
providing for a 5-man board of 
censors in every county of the state 


ses- 


lhad been allowed to die in com- 
mittee. 
Resolution stated that General 


Assembly “is not desirous of passing 
restrictive legislation if agencies can 
be made to the gravity of the 
problem and voluntarily cooperate 
in meeting it.” 

It calls on responsible parties to 
“be particularly careful that movies, 
news, stories and other entertain- 
ment coming under the attention of 
juveniles” should be scrutinized to 
remove “obscene or, other matter 
which tend to glamorize crime.” 

Clerk of house was ordered to 
send copies to Indianapolis radio sta- 
tions, newspapers and film distribu- 


see 


tors .to the Federal Communications 
| Commission and president of Mo- 
tion Picture Association 


Ken Collins Joins D. & C. 


Kenneth Collins 
manager of the European 


former general 


edition of 


while 


| lieved she 


'is a former 


the N. Y. Herald-Tribune. has re- 

WB's 5th B’way Buy signed to join the Donohue & Coe 
Hollywood, March 11. lad agency as a senior exec. Agency 

With Warners’ purchase of the presently handles the Metro ac- 
screen rights to the Broadway legit count and recently took over ad 

play, “John Loves Mary.” studio! matters for Enterprise. . 

currently has five New York legiters Collins was formerly associated 
on its program. They include “Life | with Macy’s and Gimbel’s in N. . 
With Father,” “Christopher Blake,” | serving as a veepee with both firms. | 
“The Voice of the Turtle” and’ As a colonel during the war, he was 
“Ladv Windermere’s Fan.” | procurement office! for the air force 


Jerry Wald will produce “John.” 


j in Europe. 


| 


No Further British Curbs in 48 


Hollywood said a formal farewell | 


On U.S. Pix Imports Cued by Cripps 





Ratio of Film Imports 


In the nine months since Bri- 
tain negotiated the $3,750,000,000 
loan from the U. S., it has spent 
$1,600,000,000 in this country with 
7% going for film imports. 
ratio is maintained 
for full amount of loan, Britain 
will have expended $262,000,- 
000 slice on film purchases 


If same 


$825 Loss in 3 
itt Robberies 


March 11 





Pittsburgh 


Picture house bandits had a field 
lay in this area last week. Night 
shift thugs made a $500 haul when 
they entered the Parkway theatre 
in nearby Stowe township, forcing 
open a rear door and taking the 
dough from office’s cash drawer! 

A few nights later, robbers held 
up the cashier of Mario Battiston’s 
Export. Pa.. spot and got away with 

v's receipt amounting to 
$170. A week ago Art Cinema down 
town suffered a $155 loss when an 
armed bandit stuck his gun through 
the boxoffice window and ordered 
girl to hand over the money 














Dope Pix 


_——me continued from page 3 —— 


and acknowledged world leade1 
in fight against dope addiction 

He has no fear of the film’s being 
condemned by the Legion of De- 
as has been threatened, Ken- 
said, since he’s sure the objec- 
are ungrounded and will be 
after the film is reviewed 
He made it as an indie venture with 
Sidney Buchman as producer. He 
and Buchman share equally in the 
profits, with Col holding a half in- 
terest in return for distribution, 
lio and other. services, 


reau 


cency, 
nedy 
tions 


changed 


stu- 


Kennedy is a meneyed Wall 
streeter and New York real estate 
operator who went to Hollywood 14 
months ago because he decided he 
had by that time amassed sufficient 
coin to pamper a long desire “to 
write.” He did the original and 
screenplay of “Treasury” and will 
do the same on the series of features 
on Franklin D. Roosevelt's life, 
which are next on his agenda. 

Roosevelt Pic in 1948 

Initial Roosevelt pic will be re- 
leased in 1948, with Kennedy strik- 
ing out on his own as producer, he 


| said 


Announcement of the agreement 
with James Roosevelt a few weeks 


ago called forth some surprise be- 
eause of Mrs. FDR's objection to 


portrayal of her husband in Metro's 
“Beginning or the End.” It was be- 
also objected to the Ken- 
Roosevelt project, but 
she made a statement last week that 
that was a misunderstanding. She 
said she preferred no pictures being 
made in the near future, but she has 
given her consent to this series. 
Kennedy 


nedy-James 


said the films will not be 
biographical in the ordinary 
but will be an effort to show how 
and why Roosevelt became _ the 
humanitarian and world figure he 
was. Producer got to know the 
President while serving as an econ- 
omist for the Treasury Department 
in arranging the Bretton Woods 
agreement. It also through 


sense, 


was 


these Treasury activities that he be- | 
came familiar With the department's | 


narcotics activities. 

He also has plans in work -for a 
picture on the U. S. penal system in 
an effort to show that the obligation 
»f a prison is not punishment but to 
inmates out into society as 
and normal human beings. 


send its 


decent 


American Prison Assn. is cooper- 
ating 
Kennedy, now in his early forties 


bricklayer and N. Y 
who determined that 
toward becoming a 
be his own financial 
parlayed his earnings 

in the stock market and then in- 

vested them in real estate, becoming 
head of the Jay Richard Kennedy 

Management Corp. in New York. 

Outfit is now run by his assistants, 

while Kennedy works in Hollywood 
and finishes a novel. 


horeman, 
first step 
should 


longs 
his 

writer 
security. He 


London, Mar ch 11. 


Indications that reenactment of 
the British quota act next year 
would not result in further restric- 


tions on the importation of U. S., 
films were offered yesterday (Mon- 
day) by Sir Stafford Cripps, presi- 
'dent of the Board of Trade 
Speaking in Parliament, Cripps 
declared that “films are an im- 


portant factor in 
with relaxation in 


providing 
these 


people 


difficult 


timés.”” He noted that expiration of 
the present quota act in 1948 neces- 
sitated the introduction of a new bill 
but stressed that “we do not feel 
that we should embark upon any 
hurried policy of cutting off imports, 
even if that policy would have any 
fTect 

We are trying to counter this 
tendency to use too many foreign 
films and spend too much on them 
by improving our output and stimu- 
lating our own exports of films,” 
Cripps continues. “In both these 
directions we are having very con- 
siderable success, so that the net 
loss of foreign exchange on films ig 
falling 


Alien Prop. Custodian 
May Get Into Mess 
Over German ‘Bel Ami’ 


March ll. 
Austrian-made 


N ashington, 
Willy Forst’s 
“Bel Ami” rapidly becom- 
minor cause celebre in this 
Justice Department’s Office 
of Alien Property has sprung into ac- 


With 
version of 
ing a 


country, 


tion, it has been learned, to see if it 
can’t get into the act, too. Pic, now 
being exhibited in New York’s Ger- 
manic Yorkville sector, already has 
two claimants to American rights 
and the OAP thinks it may possibly 
be a third 

As a result of the controversy 


the film 
from the 
that the picture is 
propaganda of 1937 vintage—the 
OAP has set its investigators to work 
n Germany to learn if there was 
any German interest in the film via 
contractual tieups. If there was, the 
OAP will resolve the entire contro- 
versy by seizing the picture. 

As far as Department of Justice 


surrounding 


heightened by 
squawks 


French embassy 
anti-French 


records reveal now, film was pro- 
duced by an Austrian company, 
Willy Forst Productions of Vienna, 


which would take it out of OAP jur- 
isdiction, since the government of 
Austria has been recognized now 
and dealings can be made with its 
nationals. Sf&tuation becomes en- 
tirely different, however, if there Is 
a German link. 

“Bel Ami” was bought from Forst 
and is being distributed and exe 
hibited in the U.S. by Joseph Schein- 


man. Copyright, however, is in the 
name of Levinson-Finney Enter- 
prises of Los Angeles, which is also 


claiming it. Further complicating 
the situation is the fact that the film 
is interfering with release of a new 
Hollywood-made version of the de 
Maupassant yarn produced by David 
Loew and Albert Lewin and being 
distributed by United Artists. 


Sears and UA Laas Aide 


Warn of Decree’s Teeth 
Chicago, March 11. 

United Artists branch 

managers and district managers, con- 


salesmen, 


claving at a regional meet here last 
week, were warned that any viola- 
tion of the decree would make them 
personally liable before the law. 
Violations prior to July 1 will open 
them to civil contempt proceedings 


and after July 1 to criminal con- 
tempt, sales reps were warned 
Grad Sears, UA distrib chief, and 


George Raftery, of the company’s 


counsel, went over the decree in 
open forum with the delegates. They 
were told that bidding methods 


into effect 
competitive 
Gold 


vould go immediately in 
areas 


cup was awarded to the Chi 


branch, headed by Sid Rose, as top 
prize in the Grad Sears sales drive. 
Midwest district, topped by Rud 
Lohrenz, snagged district honors. 
Sears and the h.o. party, including 
iles chief J. J. Unger, pub-ad head 
Paul Lazarus, Jr., and Edward 
Schnitzer, eastern and Canadian 
salesmanager, left for New York 


Sunday (9). 
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tremendous business wherever it plays is 


‘ABIE’S IRISH ROSE’ 


from UA! 
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Phil Reisman Advocates Common Film 


Depots for U.S. Distribs, Overseas Marts 





New method of expediting thee 





pooking of films in foreign countries, 
involving a common depot to seryice 
product of all the majors, has been 
broached by Phil Reisman, RKO 
veepee over foreign sales. 

Two or three such pooled depots 
in the top key cities in each country 
could service the entire country and 
save each of the majors the heavy 
maintaining | 


expense involved in 
their own elaborate vaults, shippers, 
inspectors, cutters, ete. at every 


branch. “Branch managers in any 
foreign key city under such an ar- 
rangement,” Reisman declared, 
“should be able to service his entire 
territory with only his desk space as 
an exchange centre.” 

Just back from a tour of RKO ex- 
changes in Latin America, Reisman 
averred such a system is necessary 
in most foreign countries today to| 
help get the foreign market back on 
its feet, and at the same time keep 
costs down, With building materials 
and manpower in most countries at 
a premium so that it’s even difficult 
to build housing, it’s practically im- 
possible for each of the majors to 
set up again his own film centre.} 
Reisman consequently sees the pool | 
system paying off with early returns | 
if-other majers cooperate. In fact, 
he sees why such a modus operandi 
couldn’t save plenty for the majors 
in domestic distribution. [David O. 
Selznick and his sales chief, Neil 
Agnew, have been mulling the possi- | 
bilities of such a system in the U. S. | 
for their own operations.] | 











Reisman believes the common 
depot could also have a common pro- | 
jection room, available to all com-| 
panies utilizing the film centre on a) 
scheduled basis. If the system works 
out in foreign countries, he declared, 


Dish Demand High 


With squawks increasing from 
subsequent-run exhibs on the 
current product shortage in 
their situations, demand on pre- 
miums has shot sky-high. Dish 
people say that exhibs, with the 
necessity for playing second-rate 
films whenever they can’t fill 
playdates with good product,- 
have increased their premium 
expenditures to pick up the slack 
in attendance resulting from bad 
pix, 

Right now virtually all of the 
premium companies are booked 
to capacity in sales, with more 
demand than they can fill. War- 
time shortage stil] holds in most 
dishware, although it’s easing up 
in cutlery and novelty kitchen 
items. 


Film Appeal Coin 











Hits $1,317,037 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Official windup of the United Ap- 
Charities 
Committee for 1947 disclosed a total 
of $1,317,037, donated by workers in 


peal by the Permanent 


the motion picture industry. 


tributions. 
out the studios amounted to $63.75. 
At the final meeting of the drive, 
M. C. Levee, chairman, was awarded 
a scroll of approval, presented 
Edward Arnold, representing 
Permanent Charities Committee. 


the 





it's bound to set a pattern for re- 
vamping exchange centres domesti- | 
cally on a modified basis, 

+ ye | 
Reisman ‘Fed Up’ With | 

Attacks on American Pix | 

Reisman, who’s slated to leave next | 
month for Europe, declared that he’s | 
“fed up” with what he termed the | 
scientific Russo-British attack on | 
American films, which has resolved | 
itself into a “constant campaign of | 
ridicule.” Terming the attacks “de- 
liberate propaganda,” Reisman aver- | 
red that it’s now accepted as gospel 
and decried the fact that American | 
film critics have picked it up as full-| 
grained truth. 

“It might do well for the British | 
to examine their own pictures,” he | 
maintained. “If they want their prod- 
uct to sell in the American market, | 
the burden is on them. It’s not right | 
for them to focus attention on the 
screen by claiming there’s a con- 
Spiracy afoot against U.S. playing 
time for British pictures. Reisman | 
declared that the strong sales power 
effected by other British products in 
this country, such as textiles, Scotch 
whisky, china, etc., proves there’s no 
anti-British feeling among the U/S. 
people and that if British pictures 
don’t sell, it’s simply because they're 
not made right for the American 
screens, 

British have not yet taken the 
Pains to groom their product for the 
U. S. market that Americans have 
taken to please the British, Reisman 
said. He pointed out that RKO rec- 
ognized that there’s a difference be- 
tween English and American accents 
when filming “So Well Remembered” 
in England. With much of the cast} 
recruited from among English ac- 
tors, RKO had a man on the set with 
supreme authority transcending the 
British execs on the picture. As soon | 
as he noticed some semblance of a| 
British accent creeping through, he | 
immediately ordered that particular | 
s€quence reshot. 

“This illustrates,” Reisman said, | 
“that when the U. S. producers make | 
a picture in England for the Amer- 
ican market, they're careful. British 
people have no. trouble understand- | 
igg an American accent, but the Brit- | 
ish don't work that way. Let's put | 
them on the defensive for a change.” 


Reisner Quits MG for E-L 


Hollywood. March 11. 

Chuck Reisner moved off the 
Metro lot after seven years as direc- 
tor and signed a similar pact with 
E «le-Lion. 
First task under the new pact will , 
be “Corkscrew Alley,” starring | 
Richard Basehart. 








| 
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| Labor Ills 





Screen Writers Rap 
H’ wood ‘Glamor’ Films 


Heilywood, March 11. 
Deglamorization of Hollywood 
films and more honest portrayal of 
the American scene were demands 
voiced by the Screen Writers Guild 


j at a round table talkfest over ways 
and means to sell U. S. pictures in | 


»the postwar markets abroad. 





This 
| year’s total established a new high 
for the average of individual con- 
Per capita gifts through- 


by | 





Continued from page 3 


blamed his fear of violence on 
beating up dished out to Sorrell re- 
cently. 

Statement was given to the com- 
mittee by H. W. Steinkraus, chair- 
man of the labor relations committee 
of the U. S, Chamber of Commerce. 
Steinkraus opposed compulsory ar- 
bitration of disputes for favored 
voluntary arbitration. In this 
differed from Erie Johnston, former 
C. of C. president, who told the com- 
mittee earlier in the week that com- 
pulsory arbitration was necessary, 





Dick Walsh’s Optimism 
Optimistically clatming that the 
worst was over in the Hollywood 
jurisdictional labor fight, Richard F. 
Walsh, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees prez. 
disclosed yesterday (11) that several 
important crafts unions, including 


the electrical and building, service | 


workers, were preparing to return 
to work before the end of this week. 
Walsh stated, however, that he did 
not foresee agreement with the car- 
penters and painters in the immedi- 
ate future. Cost of labor disputes to 
Hollywood were estimated at $50,- 
000,000 since April, 1945. 

IA*topper made his victory claims 
at a press conference where he cate- 
gorically denied charges made be- 
fore the House Labor Committee in 


Washington that he or his union 
were conspiring to foist a labor | 
“dictatorship” in Hollywood. Hej, 
charged the “Communists with 


spreading the story” and made spe- 
cial reference to Oscar 


day (8). 

Walsh also denied any complicity 
in the recent beating up of Herbert 
Sorrell, Conference of Studio Union 
head, and pooh-poohed the publicity 


given the incident. “Judging from 
the pictures,” he said, “Sorrell | 
wound up only with a black eye. 


I get those reg- 
rejected 
the 


That’s not violence 
ularly.” Walsh pointedly 
allegations of racketeering in 


IA. stating that if “anyone can prove | 
that Willie Bioff or George Browne | 
has anything to do with any IA lo- 


cal I'll resign as international presi- 
dent.” 





$300,000 House in Regina 
Regina, Sask., March 11. 


A building permit has been issued | 


to Odeon Theatres, Ltd., of Canada 
for. construction of a $300,000 down- 
town house here. Theatre will seat 
1,300. 


the | 


he | 


Shatte, aj} 
Hollywood unionist who testified be- | 
fore the House committee on Satur- 


groups, immigrants and citizens with 
|foreign accents were also 


| Howard Estabrook presided. 


| Wehrenberg’s Faith 
In Bank He Saved 
Cited on 25th Anni 


St. Louis, March 11 





Fred 


Wehrenberg, national 
of MPTOA and owner of a chain of 
nabes in St. Louis and St. Louis 
County, recently was presented 


with gifts by fellow directors, offi- 
cers and employees of the Jefferson- 
Gravois bank, which he saved from 
a run 25 years ago when he an- 
nounced he was going to deposit re- 
ceipts of two of his theatres in the 
institution. The celebration was in 
|}commemoration of Wehrenberg’s 25 
|years as a director and v.p. of the 
| bank 
| It was 25 years ago that Wehren- 
| berg arrived at the bank with the 
theatre receipts and found a crowd 
; outside clamoring for their money. 
|The run had started when a bank 
land trust company, with a similar 
name, had been made defendant in 
a receivership suit filed by stock- 
holders of a trust company that had 
| offices in the bank building. 
Wehrenberg grabbed a box, told 
the crowd he was a depositor in the 
bank and he was so certain the bank 
was solvent that he was going to de- 
| posit the receipts that he exhibited 
| He also said that if the depositors, 
| 





imany of whom he personally knew, | 


| insisted on drawing out their money 
it probably would ruin the bank, and 
when he offered to personally guar- 
|antee the deposits of the crowd they 
| became mollified. The grateful of- 
ficers of the bank invited Wehren- 
berg to join as a director and six 
|months later made him a v.p He 


|has held both positions since. 


| 


| Wilson-Condon Bill on Ad 
Censoring Gets Stalled 


Albany, March 11. 

The Wilson-Condon bill authoriz- 
ing the censorship of motion picture 
|'advertising has been so long delayed 
/in transmission to Governor Dewey 
|}that it may become a 30-day meas- 
| ure. It was still at the Assembly 
j index clerk’s desk more than a fort- 
{night after the Legislature voted en- 
|actment. A printing tieup, due to a 
|jam of bills 
| session, was given as the reason an 
| engrossed copy had not been made. 
| Engrossing is necessary before a bill 
ican be sent to the Governor. 
Normally, the Governor would 
| sign or veto the controversial meas- 





|ure within 10 days of its receipt on | 


| the second floor of the Capitol. The 
| 30-day period follows adjournment 
|of the Legislature. 

Effect of the delay in transmission 


might be to take some of the steam | 


out of the drive by the Motion Pic- 
ture Association of America, the 
|Civil Liberties Union and other 
groups to induce a veto by Governor 
Dewey. It is very difficult to main- 
tain intense opposition to one meas- 
ure, among hundreds which the 
' Governor considers. during the 30- 
day period. A new record for intro- 
duction of bills was made by the 
Legislature this year. As a result, 
the Assembly and Senate desks were 
literally swamped with paper work. 

The impression, however, prevails 
'on Capitol Hill that the chances are 
50-50 or better that Governor Dewey 
may veto the Wilson-Condon meas- 
ure. Opposition by publishers is 
| believed likely to have a potent 
effect on Mr. Dewey,--who, many 
| here think, will be the next Repub- 
lican candidate for President. Cath- 
olic support for the bill, expressed 
in an endorsement by the State 
Catholic Welfare Committee, is prob- 
ably the strongest factor in_ its 
favor. 


Gershon Aides Kanin 


Hal Gershon has been named east- 
ern representative for Kanin Pro- 
| ductions. 

Gershon. who was Garson Kanin’s 
assistant at RKO, will handle deals 
for the company on story properties, 
‘talent and general business connect- 
with his chief's film and legit 


| plans. 





| ed 


Pictures that poke fun at minority | 


con- | 
demned by the meeting, at which | 


prez | 


introduced late in the) 





House Divided Within Metro Typifies 
- General U.S. Resistance to Foreign Pix 





_RKO-Yale Talent Quest 


New Haven, March 11. 

Group of celebs met at Yale 
last week to help the Yale 
Record, Eli humor weekly, in 
putting over a combo beauty 
contest-talent hunt, Affair was 
engineered by Paul Hollister, 
RKO homeoffiee executive, as a 
stunt to unearth a candidate for 
the role of Olga Treskovna in 
“Miracle of the Bells.” 
Prelim selections from leading 
mme colleges competed in 
here as a feature of Yale 
|} Prom weekend. Susan Palmer, 
| of Wellesley, copped first prize, 
a Conover modeling contract 
and an RKO screen test. Besides 
Hollister, judges were Russell 
Patterson, Harry Conover, Candy 
Junes, James Montgomery Flagg, 
Max Shulman, Russell Janney 
and Richard Aldrich. 


See No BO. Cut 
In Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
No cut in admission prices is in 
|prospect in this territory. With 
grosses running only slightly behind 
the similar record-breaking period a 
year ago. Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit) heads see no 
reason for tipping the apple cart. 
These heads also point out that the 


. , 
nnais 








* Tough 


ahead for most fore 


eign pictures, in the general U. S. 
market is spotlighted by the situa- 
tion at Metro, where considerable 
intra-company squabbling is going 
on behind the scenes over who's re- 
sponsible for the slow progress be- 
ing made by Loew’s International's 


road 


importation program. 
Spokesmen for the international 
company, under whose aegis the 


films are bought in the foreign mar- 
ket for the hoped-for release to reg- 
ular Metro accounts in the VU. S.,, 
concede much exhibitor antipathy to 
the films. They charge the domestic 
sales staff with being prejudiced 
against the pictures, consequently, 
and sloughing them off as “too hard 


to sell.” Representative of the do- 
mestic staff. on the other hand, claim 
their field salesmen have gone out 
of their way to sell the films and 
have obtained plenty of playdates 
for them. Most of the contracts 
have never been liquidated, they 
claim, because exhib: in most cases 
grew leery before the scheduled 


dates and cancelled the pix be‘ore 
playing them 

Domestic sales staff. according to 
Loew's International reps, are used 
to getting “some of the 
most saleable product in the world” 


dates on 


and so have become complacent. 
Foreign pictures may be of equal 
merit but have no star names to 
help sell them and so they oifer a 
new problem to the seles force. Lat- 
ter, it’s claimed, sit back for the 
most part and wait for exhibs to 
come to them for dates 


Loew’s Own Theatres Agin’ ’Em 


Loew’s theatres also haven't given 





tilts in the territory have not been} the foreign pix a chance, interna- 
o large as in many other sections.|tional spokesmen charge. “Last 
The last jump for the “A” down-|Chance.” Swiss-made film which 
town first-run houses here was from | was the first of the series. was well- 
55¢c to 70c, including tax. received by exhibs throughout the 

A survey shows independent ex-| country but the Loew’s circuit in 
|hibitors taking a similar attitude.| New York, apparently afraid of it 
The independent exhibitor leaders! pecause jit was a foreign film, slotted 
see no reason for a reduction now] jit for the lower half of a double 
or in the near future, especially 


with business holding up so well and 
the .outlook considered favorable. 
Under any circumstances, it’s pointed 


to take whatever lead 
Amus. may decide upon. 








- Backlog Thins 


Continued 








from page 9 


is replenishing the number of films 
|circulating in theatres is a develop- 
ment which industry biggies have 
predicted for some time. 


' their peak. 

WB, RKO and UA Lead Move 
| Warner Bros. RKO and United 
| Artists are leading the downward 
movement. Metro and 20th-Fox are 
not affected particularly by it since 
neither company ever had a backlog 
in excess of five to six pix. Para- 
mount will soon join the parade 
because current of three films is a 
low ebb for the company while its 
releasing schedule call for distribu- 
tion of two to three pix monthly 
for the next nine months. 

Since the beginning of Octeber, ‘46, 
WB has lopped off five films bringing 
its total to 13; RKO has slashed 
a like number and now has 18; 
and UA has brought down its fig- 
ure from 24 to 16. Par and Colum- 
bia are stationary at 19 and 15 
respectively while Universal has 
three (exclusive 
| 20th four, and Metro, five. 

Industry toppers say that the ma- 
jors will never reduce their back- 
log beyond the safety point though 
what that may be varies with the 
different companies. A fair accumu- 
lation of completed and unreleased 


film essential to protect distribs 
from a sudden shutdown of the 
studios because of a flareup of 
strikes or any other reason. Con- 


sequently, the reverse tilt ultimately 
is expected to break a 100 but to 
hold just short of that mark. 

At the same time, it’s important 
many execs feel, that the companies 
unload their costly productions be- 


Objective | sell, 
of the lopsided ratio is to reduce|!“Inn” Future test runs are to be 
the number of high cost productions | held at Loew's nabe houses but will 
stored in company vaults while both | pe presented straight, without the 
grosses and admission scales are at | attendant 


| bill under “Guest Wife” -(United 


Artists). “Portrait of Maria,” they 
claim, was treated the same way. 
In addition, when the international 


out, the indepéndents are prepared |company wanted to test audience re- 
Minnesota 


action to dubbed versions of the 
i films via “It Happened at the Inn,” 
the theatre chiefs booked it into 
Loew's 72d Street, N. Y.. as a “Hol- 
lywood Preview.” Customers, ex- 


|pecting to see a Hollywood-made 
| film. derided the foreign picture 
| when it flashed on the screen. 


Loew’s International still has big 
Lane for the imports and believes 
the dubbing process will make them 
despite the pannings given 


ballyhoo about a “new 
picture,” so that the audience won't 
be necessarily a preview audience. 

Instead of handing out the usual 
preem cards, reps of both Metro and 
Loew's International will be spotted 
in the audience to detect any ridi- 
cule. Film will then be taken back 
to the labs for changes to meet the 
Situation in light of audience reac- 
tion, so that nobody on the Metro 
staff can be accused of trying to be a 
“supreme critic.” Imports will con- 
tinue to be sold cautiously and 
Loew's International reps empha- 
sized they would not try to jam 
them down exhibs’ throats. 


Brandts to Appeal Again In 


'N.Y. Nix on French ‘Amok’ 





of British pix), | 


Long court fight waged by Dis- 
tinguished Films, Brandt Theatres’ 


subsidiary, to reverse a ban by the 


|N. Y. State Board of Regents on its 


|fore a nationwide recession sets in, 
if it doe Hearking back to 1929, | 
industry toppers are leery of being 


caught with their backlog up when 
the economic level slides. 
sentiment 


hedging on 


French film import “Amok,” came a 
cropper last week when the Appel- 
late Division of the N. Y. Supreme 
court uphell the Regents’ ruling. 
Brandt attorney Melvin A. Albert 
said he will carry the case to the 
court of appeals, the state’s highest 
court 

Based upon the 
Zweig, “Amok’s” 
abortion. 


book by Stefan 
theme deals with 
Board of Regents, it’s un- 
derstood, recommended some 18 cuts 
finding the original version as “inde- 
cent and immoral.” Attorney Albert 
pointed out that “if you cut the film, 
you emasculate it.” 

A pre-war picture, “Amok” was 


produced some cight years ago in 


| France by New Realm Pictures, and 


Their | 
is that it’s better to start | 
inventories now while 


was acquired by Distinguished about 
a year ago. Starring Marcel Chantel 
and Jean Yonnel, film had previously 


the market can absorb them at peak | been “exhibited in London, Boston, 
rentals than to gamble on continued | Los Angeles and Cleveland, accord- 


| sizeable grosses for years to come. 


ing to a Brandt spokesman. 
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DENVER 


Esquire, Webber. Great $20,000 and 


nolaing. may week, “Ramrgod” (UA) | 8 
e 


and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), also Es- 
quire, Webber, nice $16,000. " 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— Jol- 
son Story” (Col), also Denver, Web- 
ber. Big $6,000. Last week, “R 


good $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) and “Va- 
cation in Reno” (Mono) (2d_ wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, big $21,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Mr. Hex” 
(Mono). Nice $11,000. Last week, 
“Wicked Lady” ‘(U-I) and “Larceny 
in Heart” (PRC), nice $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) and “Rolling 
Home” (SG), after week at Denver, 
Esquire, Webber, Aladdin. Fair 
$4.000. Last week, “Open City 
(Indie) (2d wk), good $5,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘Jol- 
son Story” (Col), also Denver, Es- 
quire. Big $4,000. Last week, “Ram- 
rod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), 
good $3,250. 


‘End’ Modest $18,000, 
Frisco; ‘Be Yours’ 146 


San Francisco, March 11. 

Holdovers. and longruns are slow- 
ing pace here this stanza and new 
product is far from smash. “Begin- 
ning or End” is on disappointing 
side at the Warfield, while “Love 
Laughs at Andy Hardy” is barely 
okay at the Paramount. “Ill Be 
Yours” looks in for a mildish week 
at the Orpheum. Ace holdover 1s 
“Sinbad the Sailor,” with vaude 
at the Golden Gate. 

Estimates for Th.; Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
—“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) plus 
vaude, headed by Bob Evans and 
Art Norkus Trio (2d wk). Nice $24,- 
$00. Last week, nifty $34,500. 4 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Cali- 
fornia” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $17,- 
500. Last week, showy $34,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85) — 
“Beginning or End” (M-G). Not so 
hot $18,000. Last week, “Till Clouds 
Roll By” (M-G) (3d wk), steady 
$14,000. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,646; 55-85)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” ‘(M-G). 
Satisfactory $18,500. Last week, 
“Cross My Heart” (Par), scant $14,- 





500. 

State (FWC) (2,133; 55-85)— 
“Prison Without Bars” (UA) and 
“City Without Men” (Col) (reis- 


sues). Scant $8,000. Last week, “Nora 








New York Theatres 





eee - (WB) (2d wk) (m.o.), $10,- | gowntown biz on the bounce, six of 


am- 
rod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” — 


} 


} 
j 
} 











Picture Grosses 


Continued from page 18 = 








Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
5) — “I'll Be Yours” (U). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Mr. District At- 
torney” (Col), thin $11,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207: 55-85)—"‘Red House” (UA) (3d 
wk). Pleasing $10,500. Last week, 
$12,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80- 
$2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (24th wk). 
Steady $5,500. Last week, fine $5,500. 


‘Calif.’ Paces Seattle, 
Huge 236; ‘Beast’ 106 


Seattle, March 11. 
Standout here currently 
fornia,’ which is enjoying an extra 
big week at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse ‘(H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Cross My Heart” (Par) and “7 Were 





week, “Stanley, Livingstone” 
and “Frenchman's Creek” 
issues), mild $2,900. 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) | 


—‘Perfect Marriage” (Par) and “Big | 
Town” (Par). Slow $9,000. Last | 
week, “Song of South” (RKO) (2d | 
wk), great $11,000 in 5 days. 


Liberty (J-vH) (2,349; 45-80)— | 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (11th wk). Big | 
$9,500. Last week, immense $10,800. | 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— | 


“Song of South” (RKO) (m.o.). Big 
7,000 for third downtown week. Last 
week, “Verdict” (WB) and “Betty 
Co-Ed” (Col) (2d wk), good $4,100. 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Beast with Five Fingers” (WB) and 
“Mask of Diijon” (Mono). Swell 
$10,000. Last week, “Cross My Heart” 


| Capitol 


(RKO) (2,000; 55-70)— 
|“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA). Moderate 
$10,500. Last week, “Till Clouds 


is “Cali- | ginning or End” 
| delia” (E-L), plump $13,000. 


| way to Heaven” (UI). 
| 000. 


| 
Saved” (Par) (m.o.). Fair $4,500. Last | 
(20th) | 


(Par) (re- | with 5 Fingers” (WB) and “Tracy 





(Par) and “7 Were Saved” (Par), $9,- 
400 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— | Kaye Tilts ‘Daughters’ 


Corn” (Col). Thin e700, Last ween, | Smash $33,000 In Wash. 


“Temptation” (U) and 
“Man I Love” (WB), nice $9,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“Texas” (Col) (reissue) plus stage. 
Okay $6,000. Last week, “Rolling 
Home” (SG) and “Hotel Reserve” 
(RKO) and vaude, $15,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“California” (Par). Strong $23,000. 
Last week, “Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(3d wk), $9,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$4,500. Last week. “Magnificent DoTl” 
(U) (3d wk), $3,300. 2 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)—“Always Loved You” (Rep) and 
“White Ties, Tails” (U) (3d run). Fair 
$3,000. Last week, “Killers” (U) and 
“Bachelor’s Daughters” (UA) (3d 
run), $2,800, 








Teresa Wright : Robert Mitchum 
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“PURSUED” 


with 
Judith Anderson Dean Jagger 
Alan Hale 
And Introducing 
John Rodney 
Produced by United States Pictures 
For Warners 
In Person 


LOUIS PRIMA 


And His Orchestra 
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BROADWAY 
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DANA ANDREWS in 


“BOOMERANG” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Plus on Sta PHIL EGAN 
KATHERINE DUNHAM 
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ANN SHERIDAN 


In Warner Bros. New Hit 


“NORA PRENTISS” 


Co-Starring 
Kent SMITH © Bruce BENNETT 
Robert ALDA 
Directed by Vincent Sherman 
WARNERS' - 
B’way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 
Spencer TRACY — Katharine HEPBURN 
Robert WALKER — Melvyn pouGtas? 
“THE SEA OF GRASS" $ 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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of NOON’ 
Rivous sx, 


49th St. 








‘PRENTISS’ FANCY 
$17,000 TOPS CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 11. 
A firstrun fiesta for Cincy has 





the seven regular stands being 
hypoed by new product, with better 
weather helping. “Nora Prentiss 
and “Beginning or End” look top 
straight filmers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95)— 
“Magnificent Rogue” (Rep) and 
| Vivian Blaine, others, on stage. All 
|right $27,000. Last week, “Sweet- 
i; heart Sigma Chi” (Mono) and Bob 
| Crosby orch, others, on stage, wham 
| $32,000. 








Roll By” (MG) (4th wk), pleasing | 
$7,000. } 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)—"Be- | 
(MG). Excellent 
Last week, “Be- | 


$14,000. Holds. 


Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—“Stair- 
Sturdy $14,- 
week, “Song of 
(2d wk), nine 


Holds. Last 

Scheherazade” (U) 

days, swell $8,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70 )—“Beast 


Vs. Cueball” (RKO). Socko $9,000. 
Last week, “Madeleine” (20th), third 
week on front line, $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-70)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Great $17,000. 
Last week, “Return of Monte Cristo” 
(Col), floppo $8,500. 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70) 
“Bedelia” (E-L) (m.o.). Sluggish 


$4,000.. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 
(RKO), third downtown week, same. 
Taft (Ind) (2,500; $1.90-$2.50)— 
“Henry V" (UA) (2d wk). Excep- 
tional blurbs by three dailies prod- 
ding this to $13,000 for close of two- 
week run. Last .week, favorable 
$12,000 despite weather handicap. 





Washington, March 11. 
Big news here, in a _ generally 
bright week, is “Sinbad the Sailor” 
initial feature under Metropolitan’s 
new policy of all first-runs. Busi- 
ness is at least 60% better than rec- 
ord for the house in the past year. 
Capitol also chalking up a sock week 
thanks to draw of Sammy Kaye’s 
band plus “Bachelor’s Daughters.” 
“Nora Prentiss” looks in for a fine 
week at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Bachelor’s Daughters” (UA) with 
Sammy Kaye orch. Sock $33,000. 
Last week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par), 
fell off at mid-week to $25,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d run). 
Nice $9,500. Last week, “Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) (2d run), $7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—“Nora 
Prentiss’ (WB). Fine $24,000... Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk), 
$18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.838; 44-80)— 
“Wonderful Life” (RKO). (5th wk). 
Satisfactory $14,000 after last week’s 
fine $15,000. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (17th wk). Slipped 
to $5,000 after near-capacity $6,000 
in previous weeks. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO). Sen- 
sational $20,000 especially big for 
this small-seater. Last week, “Beast 
Five Fingers” (WB) (2d wk), slim 
$7,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-70)— 
“Boomerang” (20th). Disappointing 
$20,000. Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G) (2d wk), thin $12,000. 


2 RKO Releases Switch 
Their Preems in KC Area 


Kansas City, March 11. 

Town is due for couple of area 
premieres within the next month 
through deals set with Fox-Midwest 
Amus. Corp. for its first run houses 
here, both deals departing widely 
from the reglilar exhibition policies. 

Goldwyn’s “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” has been set for a roadshow 
presentation at the Tower beginning 
April 5 at a top price around $1.75. 
Tower's éurrent policy is double fea- 
tures with vaude at 65c top, but 
house has been used once or twice 
in the past for roadshow attractions. 

Booking is an innovation bringing 
an RKO release into a Fox-Midwest 








house instead of the Orpheum 
(RKO). 

Similar switch of an RKO release | 
into the Fox-Midwest trio of first | 
run houses, Esquire, Uptown and | 
Fairway, will be made on “Trail | 
Street” which will show in those | 
houses for an area premiere begin- | 
ing March 28. The K. C. showing 
will follow the national preem in 
Liberal, Kans., March 26. Deal is 
currently in work to bring a bevy 
of RKO players on a trek to Liberal 
March 26, Wichita, March 27 and’ 
K. C., March 28 to boost the film. | 











} It will show at regular prices. 
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Schaefer was a straight salaried em- 
ploye. . 

Loew took the occasion to deny 
Hollywood gossip anent overly-large 
percentage participation to players, 
directors, writers and producers, In 
none of the four pix now almost 
complete, nor in any that are con- 
templated, does Enterprise own less 


Ent. Execs 














rn pase) oo 





terprise lot since “Arch of Triumph,” 
which has cost about $4,000,000 to 
date. 

Enterprise is spending $150,000 for 
improvements on its newly acquired 
Providencia Ranch, to be used as a 
location spot for outdoor filming. 

“Wild Calendar” will be the first 





than 50°, Loew declared. 

In “Arch of Triumph,” Loew said, 
Miss Bergman, David Lewis, the pro- 
ducer, and Lewis Milestone, the di- | 
rector, together have a 50°. interest, 
in addition to which author Erich 
Remarque gets 10% up to $500,000 of 
the net and 15% after that. In “The 
Other Love,’ explained the Ent | 
board chairman, the only stockhold- 
ers are Barbara Stanwyck and Re- 
marque, who authored the story. 

In “Wild Calendar” and “Body and 
Soul,” the units are owned by the | 
stars, Ginger Rogers and John Gar- 
field, respectively, with Enterprise | 
holding no stock, Loew said. Com- 
pany merely gets a percentage of | 
profits and a fee for providing its | 
facilities. In “Ramrod,” producer 
Harry Sherman has an interest, with 
star Joel McCrea getting a partici- 
pation off the top. 

A variety of difficulties in getting 
started, plus generally rising Holly- 
wood costs, created the present cash 
shortage, Loew said, since budgets 
were considerably exceeded on. the 
first four pix, The $10,000,000 re- 
volving credit Enterprise got from 
Bank of America, plus the $1,000,000 
paid-in capitalization of the com- 
pany, were expected to finance six 
pictures, Loew explained, but actu- 
ally will only provide coin for the 
first five. 

Expenditures, he said, were “Arch” 
$3,750,000, “Other Love” $2,250,000, 
“Ramrod” $1,500,000 and “Body and 
Soul” $1,700,000, a total of $9,200,000. 
On this basis, Loew said, Enterprise 
still had some coin available to it 
out of the Bank of America credit 
and also was privileged, under its 
distribution deals with United 
Artists and Metro International, to 
call on those companies for advances 
of cash. That hadn't been neces- 
sary, however, he declared. 

Loew said that “Arch” had gone 
so far over budget because it start- 
ed with much too long a shooting 
script. A _ three-and-one-half-hour 
picture was made instead of a two- 
and-a-quarter or two-and-a-half- 
hour, It hadn’t been possible, Loew 
stated, to cut the shooting script 
sufficiently inasmuch as studio had 
to hurry “Arch” into production te 
fulfill player commitments. 

Loew followed the “Arch” nega- 
tive into New York last week, It 
had to be removed from California 
to avoid the 5% tax that goes on all 
negatives as of March 1 each year. 
He'll remain east finishing up about 
two weeks of scoring and editing 
required on the film. 

Studio will shut down in a couple 
weeks, when shooting is completed 
on “Body and Soul,” fourth pic, 
Loew said. It will resume operation 
around mid-May, when Miss Rogers 
puts her “Wild Calendar” before the 
cameras. 

Loew said no refinancing of En- 
terprise was contemplated. Only 
$1,060,000 was paid in of the $5,000,- 
000 at which the corporation was 
capitalized, he stated, adding: “If the 
company shows earnings when, we 
begin to liquidate our pictures, we 
won't need to sell stock, and if we 
don’t show earnings, we won't be 
able to. So it looks like there won't 
be any changes.” 





$2,500,000 for “Wild Calendar” 
Hollywood, March 11, 


| What 





production to utilize the ranch, al- 


‘though most of the filming will be 
‘done in Denver. 











| N.Y. Tax | 
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| mmmes Continued from page 15 —— 


as there’s a chance of a reversal on 
the tax project. 

While action in Albany may be too 
rapid to mobilize public sentiment 


against the measure, exhibs figure 
| that the opportunity will present 
itself in the fight at local levels. 


with pressing financial prob- 
lems on teachers’ pay and other 


| mounting civil service costs, upstate 


towns and cities will find the temp- 
tation overwhelming. So far as New 
York City is concerned, Mayor Wil- 
liam O’Dwyer several weeks back 
indicated he opposed the levy. 


| Whether he will stand on that state- 
| ment is problematical, however. 





Albany's New Tax Bill 
Albany, March 12. 

Every branch of show business 
could be affected by a permissive 5% 
tax on amusements that counties 
might levy, under the terms of an 
eight-page bill introduced Wednes- 
day (5) to carry out Governor 
Dewey’s recommendations for ex- 
panded taxing authority to localities. 
He estimated in a message to the 
Legislature that the amusement tax 
would raise $8,900,000 annually, with 
an additional $14,900,000 yearly in 
New York. 

The measure, expected to pass de- 
spite opposition, is very detailed as 
to “cabarets and roof gardens” and 
cover charges. Another tax which 
counties and New York City could 
impose is a 3% on meals and drinks 
costing more than $1, in restaurants, 
bars, ete. Other option levies are: 
$10 annual tax on each vending ma- 
chine; 2% sales levy on tangible 
property, excluding food and food 
products, drugs, medicines and eye- 
glasses on a doctor's prescription, 
newspapers and periodicals and ci- 
gars; a $5 impost on non-commercial 
and $10 on commercial cars; a 25% 
levy on state fetail liquor licenses. 





Congress Retains 20% Tax 
Washington, March 11. 

Bill to extend indefinitely the 20% 
wartime bite on theatre admissions 
and niteries was sent to the White 
House over the wekend. The meas- 
ure in final form was approved by 
both the Senate and House. 

The bill continues such high ex- 
cises as those on furs, cosmetics, 
jewelry, ete. 





Lesser Adds 2. More 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Sol Lesser adds “Crazy to Dance” 
and an untitled original to his pro- 
duction slate via Thalia Productions 
during 1947. 
Both films are light comedies, 
slated for a start late in the year. 
a — 
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Charles Einfeld announced a pro- 
duetion budget of $2,500,000 for the 
Ginger Rogers starrer, “Wild Calen- 
dar,” slated to start April 22. Most 
of the picture will be filmed in Den- 
ver, with Wolfgang Reinhart pro- 
ducing, from a screenplay by Abra- 
ham Polonsky. 





WANTED 
INTERESTING SUMMER JOB 


By regularly licensed New York City 
elementary school teacher; young, ¢- 
perienced children’s dramatic play; 
will travel; excellent references. Write 
Box 1019, Variety, 154 West 46th St., 
New York 19, N. Y. 





Budget is the highest on the En- 
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RKO Films Get Pitt Break As WB 
Spot Goes Ist Run; Other News of Keys 


Pittsburgh. 

RKO is finally to get a downtown 

break for its product when the War- 
rer theatre switches on March 21 
rom a moveover to a first-run spot. 
or first couple of months the house 

will be almost exclusively an RKO 
site with films including “Song of 
South.” “San Quentin,” “The Lock- 
et.” “Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer, 
thers. 

ag Age result, only the small-seat 
Ritz will be a moveover site and 
until WB-Loew pool dissolves, m.o 
runs will go to the film making the 
best showing at Penn or 
Poo! has had RKO product all along 
but the company had trouble 
ing preferred time because of com 
mitments to WB, Metro, UA and Pai 
When pool dissolves, Ritz will get 
Stanley moveovers exclusively and 
Loew's will be without subsequent 
m.o. spot for Penn pix. Loéw’s have 


been trying to pick up a downtown | 


spot. 


New Port Arthur House Opens 
Port Arthur, Texas. 


Charles E. Brent opened new 
1.500-seat Village theatre here 
Brent also owns and operates the 


Sunset at Dallas. 


Jack Chalman, publicity director 


for Interstate Theatres at San An- | 


tonio elected commander of Adkins 
T.enoir theatrical post of American 
Legion. Post is composed largely of 
theatre and radio men. He succeeds 
Lynn Kruger, manager of Majestic. 
“Ernest Hauser, former relief man- 
ager of Interstate Theatres at San 
Antonio named manager of the new 
nabe, the JoSephine, operated by 
Muel-Den Enterprises. 
. James H. Sollock named manager 
of Uptown Theatre, Interstate nabe 


in San Antonio replacing Robert 
Nelson. 
Douglas Naylor, recently dis- 


charged from Army, named skipper 
of Laurel in same city. 


Antiech Gets New House 


Los Angeles. 
George Stamm started construc- 
tion on a new 1,000-seat film house, 
to be known as the Stam, in Antioch, 
Calif. Theatre will be of the sta- 
dium type. with 400 loge seats. 
tamm also owns the Casino and El 


ampanil, vaudefilm theatre, in 
Antioch. 
MPA Allies with MPF 


Motion Picture Associates holds its 
28th annual dinner and dance May 
16 at the, Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., the 
affair marking the joining with the 
Motion Picture Foundation. 

Move is on to make MPF the 
parent charity organization within 
the industry, with MPA adminis- 
trating the metropolitan area of 
New York. Usual award for serv- 
ice in the industry will be made at 
the dinner. 


Laemmies Buy L. A. House 
Los Angeles. 

Laemmle brothers bought the Los 
Feliz theatre, a 750-seat de luxe 
neighborhood house, from Herman 

ews, 

The Laemmles also operate the 
Dale, Park and Franklin theatres in 
Huntington Park, and the Ritz in 
Inglewood. 


Feldman Quits PRC's Pitt 
Pittsburgh. 

Mannie Feldman, former WB man- 
ager who recently joined PRC as city 
salesman, resigned and will be re- 
placed by Manny Steinberg. 
return to PRC for latter. He quit 
several months ago to take over A. & 
S. Steinberg theatrical supply house 
upon death of his brother, Sam 
Steinberg. 

Flovd Klingensmith. for 
year Main Line and West 
rep for Republic, placed at 
office as city salesman, replacing 
Lew Lefton, resigned. 

Michael Karolcik, Perryopolis ex- 
hib for 25 years and former Fayette 
county commissioner, convicted of 
malfeasance in office as county offi- 
cial, exonerated when attorney-gen- 
eral asked for a nolle prosse. 


the last 


To Fete Chas. Boasberg 
Charles Boasberg, recently ap- 
Pointed head of RKO’s newly cre- 
ated sales division in the metropoli- 
tan, southern and Canadian terri- 
tories, will he  testimonial-linch- 
eoned March 27 at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., by theatre owners of the 
N. Y. exchange area. Heading a 
committee composed of toppers of 
some 15 metropolitan circuits, Harry 

Brandt is serving as chairman. 


New Sask. Exhib Head 


Regina, Sask 
New chairman of the Regina 
Sask.. Motion Picture Exhibitors is 
I. Reinhorn. of the Roxy. He suc- 


ceeds Jack Watson, of the Rex, who 
IS now ads-donations man. Harold 
Gray. of the Met. is secretary-treas- 
urer, 
Hal Dunn’s Background 

Harold S. Dunn, industry veteran 
Who served a stretch in a Jap con- 
Centration cump, has been tagged 


“ARIETY 
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Stanley. | 


land- | 


It's a! 


Virginia |} 
local | 


ee 


Plugs Pies Over Pix 
Minneapolis, March 11. 

West Twins, W. R. Frank's 

suburban theatre, which runs its 
Own restaurant in conjunction, 
started recently to play up its 
pies over its screen attractions 
in newspaper ads. Bally for the 
pies has gone so far it now 
Stresses chocolate. cocoanut and 
| banana cream pies in larger type 
than 





the screen attractions 
Amusement display ad for the 
theatre this week asserted “We 
| are being simply amazed at the 
talk of people from all over the 


Twin Cities 
here to eat 


who. are 
the most 
pies they have eve! 
where. Be the 
walk 
same roof, with you 
an excellent 
program.” 


driving 
delicious 
eaten any- 
and then 
under the 
family for 
motion picture 


judge 


into our theatre 








for the post of assistant general sales 
manager of PRC. 
terference for Ralph H. Clark, who 


was named to the chief sales job 
of PRC several weeks back. 
New PRC exec was grabhed by 


ithe Nips when they captured Shang- 
hai. He was then acting as foreign 
dept. rep for Warner Bros. for whom 
he worked since 1925. In 
1942, he was repatriated via the 
Gripsholm. Upon repatriation, 
Dunn was hospitalized for a pro- 
tracted period and later recuperated 
in Florida. 





17 Houses Plug Foreign Policy 

Century Circuit is throwing the 
weight of a trailer campaign in its 
17 Brooklyn ( N. Y.) houses behind 
its switch to foreign pix, effective 
Friday (14), in the 
Vogue theatre. Circuit is also cur- 
rently conducting a voll, directed by 
its new research dept., to determine 
the popularity of the changeover. 
Idea behind drive is to create an 
all-borough patronage for the house, 
which is figured to draw on a wider 


present trend to foreign language art 
houses in the metropolitan area. 
Step was taken, according to Joseph 
R. Springer, general theatre man- 





ager, in response to the rising de- 
mand for foreign pix by Century 


patrons. 


Seattle H-E Circuit Changes 
Seattle. 
First change in managerial staffs 
at local Hamrick-Evergreen houses 
in some time followed resignation of 
Don Geddes as manager of the ~ifth 





ager. 

Shift places 
manager of Fifth, being transferred 
from Orpheum, where Del Larrison 
moves in as manager, Larrison had 
been in charge at Coliseum. Jack 
Dudman moves over there from 
Music Box. John Bardue moves up 
;from assistant at Orpheum to 
| Music Box. 





Fox-Midwesco Convention 
Kansas City, March 11. 
Charles Skouras. prexy of National 
| Theatres, due here at annual spring 
| powwow of officials and managers of 
| Fox-Midwest. Upwards of 125 man- 
lagers and execs will come to town 
lfrom the surrounding five-state area 
lin which Fox-Midwest operates. 
| Meetings are set for March 28-31. 
linel.. but site is vet to be selected. 


Fay's Fete April 21 
| Providence. 
Golden testimonial dinner is be- 


ing tendered to Edward M. Fay by | 


‘the Independent Exhibitors of 
| Rhode Island. April 21, at the Bilt- 
more-Sheraton hotel in Providence. 
No Film Candy Tax 
Memphis. 

Mississippi's supreme court has 
ruled that theatres don’t have to pay 
the state chain-store tax on their 
candy counters. Ruling is a victory 
for the Richards-Lightman Theatres 
Corp.. operating at Tupelo, Colum- 
bus and West Point and owned part- 
ly by the Lightman organization of 
Memphis and Saenger Circuit ol 
New Orleans. 

Corporation had 
| Alf Stone of the state tax 
l sion to recover $2.000 collected 
'their lobby candy sales under state's 
tax on chain stores. A Hinds County 
Circuit Court ruled against the the- 
atres. deciding that “stores” actually 
were maintained in the lobbies of a 
theatre chain 


Chairman 
commis- 
on 


sued 


High court last week reversed 
that edict, holding that the advan- 
tages of mass buying and other fac- 
tors in a chain-store operation could 
not be present in the cases of the- 
atre candy counters because the po- 
tential clientele is limited to pur- 
ichasers of theatre tickets. Justices 


Dunn will run in- | 


August, | 


company’s | 


scope than its previous nabe op- | 
eration. 
Switch in policy continues the 


Avenue. Geddes was a veteran man- | 


Jack Hamacher as | 


run | 


noted that the merchandise thus sold 
was purchased by the theatres from 
local wholesale stores, not owned by 
the film people. : 

Decision settles a question which 
had bothered every showman in the 
State, 


Charlotte House’s Facelift 
Charlotte. 
Broadway theatre here, one of 
city’s largest playhouses, will be re- 
decorated soon, according to H. F. 
Kincey, head of Wilby-Kincey which 
operates, 











Butterfield Elections 
Detroit. 
Laurence E. Gordon was elected 
Butterfield Michigan 


| president of 
| Theatre Co., 
| Theatres, Inc.. operating companies 
}for 117 theatres in 36 Michigar 
cities. Gordon succeeds E. C. Beatty 
who died Jan. 2] 


Other officers elected were W 
liam A. Ruble, v.p. in Lansing: Olive 
M. Cox. v.p. in charge of theatre 
operations here: E. K. Ellsworth 


secretary 
Plan Penna. 900-Seater 
; Northampton, Pa 
Northampton Theatre Co Ine 
| will build a new 900-seater theatre 
here as soon as government regula- 





and W. S. Butterfield | 


j tions permit. Company now operates | 


the Roxy here and 
operate it even after the hevw 
jis built 

| : , ne ae 
Selznick Starts in Dallas 
| Dallas 

Selznick Releasing Organization 
has started here with Alfred Del- 
|cambre in charge as southwestern 
| sales manager. W. G. Thompson and 
|George Wood were named exploita- 
tion men 

Suit has been filed in the District 
| court at Waco by five residents for 
|} damages and seeking an injunction 
against Lone Star Theatres 
owners and operators of the Waco 
Drive-In Theatre. 

Plaintiffs claim noise of the theatre 
loudspeakers disturbs them in their 
homes, They seek $1,000 actual and 
$2,000 exemplary damages each, and 
damages for $50 a night for each one 
— operates after date of filing 
; Suit. 


house 





Organist Named Ohie Mer. 
Columbus, O. 
Roger Garrett, former theatre or- 
ganist, named manager of University 
theatre, soon to be opened as the 
seventh house in the Academy Thea- 
tre group 


Kraska Back te Hub Show Biz 
Boston. 
George Kraska. vet Hub showman 
who piloted the Fine Arts here for 


years and built up an audience for 
foreign films. is back in show biz 
again after a year in the toy busi- 


ness. He will manage and book the 
Kenmore theatre, 700-seater. 
has been subsequent-run but 
goes first-run. 


now 


Barney Joffee on Coast Junket 
Kansas City. 





theatre. is off on a two-month trip 
which will take him to Arizona, San 
Francisco and Hollywood. 

Otis Bolinger joined Dickinson 
{circuit as a house manager and is 
| handling the Kimo theatre here in 
| the absence of James Chapman, va- 
cationing on the Coast. Bolinger re- 
'cently sold his State, at Billings, Mo., 
to Buford Lowranze before joining 
| Dickinson. 

Jack Tiernan, Orpheum exploi- 
'teer, is doubling in brass as man- 
|ager and assistant, while Lawrence 

Lehman, manager, and P. T. Kelty, 
j assistant, both are bedded with sick- 
| ness. 
| Mike Cullen, division chief of 





| Loew's theatres. was confined to bed | 


with a strep throat last week and 
| missed out on midwest 
|“Beginning or End” at the Midland 
| here, 

Breckeen Down South 
Charlotte, N.C.. Mareh 11. 
Breckeen, RKO branch 
at Washington. D. C., here 


Joe 
ager 


and Sam Craver. 
Glen Allvine 


of the Motion 


|lotte called a meeting of 
managers, and circuit owners at the 
| Variety Club about Kid Shows on 
|Saturdays. He sought co-operation 
'in keeping horror features off these 
shows. 

Walter Titus. division sales mana- 
ger for Republic due here for confab 


| with Cy Dillon, branch manager of 
Republic. ‘ 
Jack Sims, manager of Midway 


Theatre, Midway Park, N.C., re- 


signea 


Badin Theatre. Badin, N.C, is 
closing. March 29. 
Irving Beck of Metros office in 


Milwaukee. sent here to work in 


booking department. 


McSwain Bros. opening Rose The- 
atre in Hamlet. N.C. soon. gna 
Theatre Booking Service will handle 
all bookings 

Morris Nuger, owner of Grand 


theatre, reported doing satistactorily 


John Hop- 


alter an eye operation at 
kins hospital, Baltimore 

William H. Bowen. manager of 
Vet Administration office here, pre- 


senting awards to reps of city's three 
stations fer their 


War Il 


radio broadcasting 
part in helping World 


eralis. 


Barney Joffee. manager of Tower | 


. ' 
it's planned to 


* 


Randel-Dashkin’s Foolproof Film 
Stub Box Widely Eyed by the Trade 


7% 
Sd 





Disney’s 2-In-1 Comes 
Out ‘Fun and Fancy Free’ 


Next Walt Disney feature release | 
is being slated by RKO for distribu- | 
tion in August. Pic, now nearing 
completion, will be “Fun and Fancy 
Free.” It’s actually a combo of two 
films the cartoonery has had in the 
works for some time 

First half will be “Mickey and the 


Beanstalk,” based on the “Jack and 
the Beanstalk” fable, wit Edgar 
Bergen, Charlie McCarthy and Mor- 
timer Snerd Second half will be 
Bongo trom the Sinclair Lewis 


short story about unicycle-riding cir- 


cus bear born in captivity and which 


wants to go back to primeval living 
Dinah Shore is in it 
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Bally Boom 


Continued from page 
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paigns for openings of Metro pix in 


key cities, with the result that 
|“Yearling” grossed a record $100,000 
in its first two Chicago weeks and 
“Sea of Grass” pulled $10,000 its first 
Gignt aays Lincoln where the 
film preemed, setting a new high fou 
any Metro picture in the city. 
Schlaifer’s Swing 
Schlaifer, who instituted the | 


Inc., | 


policy of making periodic trips into 


| the field to huddle with exhibs and | 
theatre ad chiefs, is slated to leave 
for a swing through the southern 
territory next Monday (17). With 
bid selling to take effect July 
1, such trips will become increas- 
ingly necessary in the _ future, 


| 





House | 





man- | 
on | 

siness wi é enterprises |... BaP _ 
business with B. and L. Enterpris | tributor kicking back part of a film's 
Pic- | 
tures Assn.. N. Y., on visit to Char- 


branch | 


vet- | 


Schlaifer believes. Since exhibs are 
hep to the fact that a top-grosser in 


New York will not necessarily have 
the customers lined up at his box- 
office in the sticks, each territory 
must be handled individually and 
each picture must be established | 
during its first run in that area, | 
Conditions call for a decentraliza. | 


tion of operations back to the field, 
so that the maximum of informa- 
tion on each territory is extremely 
necessary, Schlaifer savs. 

With bids for 
pected to depend on what a picture} 


exhib product ex- 


onus will be on the distributor as 
seller, and it will be necessary for | 
him to reinspect the various zones | 
and get a closeup of new houses, 
where his product might play. Bala- 
ban & Katz circuit in Chicago, for 
example, which presently runs most 
20th product, may be outbid by an- 


| 
does first-run in each territory, the | 


other Chi chain, such as the Es- 
saness, so that 20th must observe 
Fssaness operations to slant cam- 


paigns that way also. 
More Showmanship 
Further proof that old-line show- | 
manship pays off are results of the | 
world preems staged by 20th in vari- | 
ous key cities throughout the coun- | 
“Dolly Sisters” in| 
| 


try. Preem of 
Chi, with personal appearances of 
the stars, drew more people than 


came to see the late President 


} Roosevelt in the city and Chi exhibs, | 
preem 0 


according to Schlaifer, have repeat- 
edly written in asking for more such 
affairs. Exhibs. Schlaifer reiterates, | 
must also work harder in the future 
by full cooperation with the distrib | 
exploitation staff. Decree in itself | 
rules out any possibility of a dis- 


him for 
Exhib 
such 


gross to an exhib to repay 
money laid out for publicity. 
must be prepared to take on 
expense himself. 


Other companies have also hypoed 
their ballvhoo campaigns with pay- 
ing results. FEagle-Lion’s “Bedelia” 
did outstanding business in its Har- , 
risburg, Reading and N. Y. dates via | 
special! publicity drives. RKO. with 
the modestly-budgeted “San Quen- 
tin” to work with, arranged a series 
of special campaigns that boosted | 
the film into the top boxoffice po- 
sition in several cities. Universal- 
International gave special treatment 


to “Killers” and “Canyon Passage” 
with excellent results and its cam- 
paign on “Egg and I” has already 
done much to pre-sell the film. de- | 


spite the fact it won't open for sev- 
eral months. 

Warners has also hypoed its bally- 
hooing, with the current craze line 
for “Nora Prentiss’—“would you 
keep your mouth shut?’—getting al- | 


most as much radio time as “Open | 
the Docr, Richard” arn indicating 


how it's served to pre-sell the film. | 


| hibs for use of 


| file 


On basis of its smooth perform- 
ance during the first two weeks of 
its 60-day test run at the Gotham 
theatre, N. Y.. new Stub-Rod Con- 
trol ticket collecting box 


has been 


put into immediate manufacture. 
Steal-proof gadget, invented by 
Henry Randel, N. Y. Paramount 
branch chief, and Irving Dashkin, 
manager and 25% owner of the 
Savoy theatre, Jamaica, L. I., has 
been the cynosure of dozens of in- 
die exhibs and circuit Operators 
during the current Gotham tryout, 
with orders for over 300- box 5 = 
ready contracted for 

Box, which operates on principle 
of establishing continuity of col- 


tickets o a wire stret 
from spindle on 


lected ching 
top to bottom of the 
has been dubbed 
by visiting 
“private detective” needed 
in the trade to stop employee cheat- 
ing. Execs of several major-affili- 
ated circuits, including Paramount, 


are also displaying keen interest in 


box, ipprovingly, 
exhibs, as the mechani- 


cal long 


the box’s operation Number of 
theatres ultimately installing box in 
this country is expected to total 
over 5,000 


Inventors, who are’also handling 
manufacturing and distribution end 
of business, are 


range of 


currently mul 
be charged 
Probability is 
for different 
upon size and 


rentals to 
box. 
that rentals will vary 
theatres, depending 
type, and will be in neighborhood 
of $5 per week Box is being built 
out of a combination of aluminum 
and steel, which is the only modifi- 
cation made upon the wooden box 
used for the inventors’ model. First 
units will be available in 45 to 60 
days. 

Elliott Ticket Co., which has been 
collaborating with Randel and Dash- 
kin in printing specially perforated 
stubs for the Gotham experimental 
run, is preparing to switch over to 
manufacture of new type tickets de- 
pending upon demand. 

Randel hit upon idea of using a 
wire thread for holding tickets in 
order of their collection by watch- 
ing a curtain hem being fitied ento 
a curtain rod. According to gen- 
eral exhib opinion, new method of 


eX- 


| checking tickets, while they're 
strung on a wire like a Hawaiian 
lei, will revolutionize boxoffice op- 


erations from viewpoint of accuracy 
and facility 











Wilson Suit 


Continued from page 9 =e 








damaged by inability to obtain first- 
run pictures as a result of alleged 
discrimination against independent 


| theatre operators. 


According to the complaint, the 
defendant exhibitors operate a 
chain of approximately 15 theatres, 
known as the Graphic Circuit, in 
Maine. New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, 

Defendants are alleged to 
entirely eliminated competing in- 
dependent exhibitors in every city 
and town in which they have thea- 


have 


tres in Maine, Vermont and New 
Hampshire with the exception of 
Millinocket. Belfort and Bridgton, 


Me., and Middlebury and Brandon, 


Vt. It is further asserted by the 
complaint that even in these five 


places the exhibitors are unable to 


| contract for an adequate supply of 


films to meet their needs. 
Besides asking damages, 
plaintiff appealed to the court 


the 
ior 


an injunction to prevent continua- 
tion of the alleged monopoly and 
an injunction to restrain the de- 


fendants from refusing to enter into 
contracts with the plaintiff for thei 
films. 
Mpls. Suit Postponed 
Chicago. March 11. 


Triple damage anti-trust suit for 
$2,650,000 against nine distributors 
and the Minnesota Amus. Co. was 


postponed in the U. S. District Court 
here to give the defendants time to 
an answer. Suit was originally 
instituted Jan. 20 by the Middle 
States Corp. and the Riverside Op- 
erating Co. on the joint behalf of 
the Minnesota theatre, Minneapolis, 
which claims a loss of $900,000 and 
the Riverside, Milwaukee. for $1,- 
750,000 

The Minnesota case will be heard 
before Judge Michae! Igoe. who had 
rendered the Jackson Park theatre 
verdict, and the Riverside case will 
be tried before Judge Philip L. Sule 
livan 
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Strand, N. Y. 

Prima Orch (16) with 
Allen, Jack Powers; Jane 
Frank Marlow, “Pursued,” 


Louis 
Kathy 


Wunn, 


«WB) reviewed in VaRIETy, Feb. 19, - 


"47. 





show overall packs nice 
even though there 
the 50-minute or so 
runoff. Louis Prima, the 
hibited trumpeter. who seems to 
have cooled off somewhat in ‘his 
stage antics, carries most of the 
load, but is given a big assist by 
a new comic, Frank Marlow (New 
Acts). One other turn is a terp 
routine by Jane Wynn. 
Prima. who worked up a white 
b.o. heat for .. while via his record- 
ings, is just a bit ahead of himself 
here at the Strand. He has another 
disk warming up (“Biacigaloop”) 
and had this date been a few weeks 


Strand 
entertainment 
are lulls in 


jate1 he might have gotten a 
stronger b.o. push (although the 
jammed house Friday (7) evening 


was everything anyone could want). 
Leading a combo of,seven brass, five 
three rhythm, which is far su- 
perior to the group he has led in 
t couple years (don’t misun- 
derstand, it’s still not a crack band), 
Prima does an immense job of Sat- 
isfving the audiences he gets here. 
Strangely enough, Prima doesn’t 
perform one of the arrangements 
which have made him. It’s a com- 
mendable thought not to inflict aged 


Sax, 


ro | r 
( Last 


ideas on the public simply because | 


they have been successful, but in 
this case the lack of even one seems 


to leave a hole in the show. _His 
workover of “Sing, Sing, Sing, 
which is almost entirely a drum 


; Mi 7 ie 
Jimmy Vineent, could ea 


ilv be displaced by one of the band’s 


solo bY 


more outstanding arrangements ol 
the past. Vincent is fast, but he's 
not accomplished enough to hold 
such a spot, not to-mention that 


drum-solos went out with the Japs. 

Prima opens with “Chinatown,” 
2 wild, noisy arrangement that ac- 
complishes nothing but getting the 
show started. Only other Prima- 
band bits thereafter are, “It’s So 
Nice.” a typical two-way lyric by 
Prima, “Sing,” “Biacigaloop,” and 
the finale, “Brooklyn Boogie.” Not 
enough. The “Sing” arrangement 


should be replaced by a back-num- 


ber fave. 

Jack Powers, vocalist, who oc- 
casionally shows flashes of talent, 
but too often reverses that thought, 
works up front. His “Sorrento,” 
with an Italian-lyric interpolation, 
is very ordinary. So’s “Linda.” 
“What Are Ya Gonna Do” is better. 
Kathy (Kay) Allen is the femme 
singer. She’s on Jate with “Mana- 
gua Nicaragua” and “Don’t Wanna 
Be Loved,” both of which Prima 
works into with gags, and “Apple 
Blossom Time” with Powers. It's 
all very entertaining, 

Miss Wynn works right after the 
opening. She seems able enough as 
a tapstress, but too ordinary rou- 
tines, too much makeup, a costume 
that does nothing for her, combine 
to make the turn just another fill- 
in. Marlow, other added, hits the 
jack-pot. Wood. 


Hippedrome, Balto 
Baltimore, March 9. 
The Pitchmen (3), Milton Doug- 
las (2), Dorothy Claire, Joe, Lou & 
Marilyn Caits, Felice Tula House 
Orch (12); “Dead Reckoning” (Col). 





Fast-moving layout plays in good 
succession from opening slot of Joe, 
Lou and Marilyn Caits to strong 
closer allotted the Pitchmen. Caits’ 
opening packs considerable appeal 
via legit hoofery starting out with 
younger mixed twosome and winding 
up with a strong assist from older 
member. Precision stepping is still a 
bell-ringing highlight. 

Dorothy Claire in the deuce is a 
smartly-gowned vocalist with origi- 
nal material wrapped around ar- 
rangements of “Reuben, Reuben,” 
“Coffee in Brazil” and “I Can't Say 
No.” Talking interludes are smartly 
handled and straight rendition of 
“Glocca Morra” is a _ nice pace 
changer. Milton Douglas follows 
with comedy cross-fire with unbilled 
femme who foils nicely. Material is 
okay and registers, 

Closing slot has the Pitchmen 
with their kazoos and comedy musi- 
cal impersonations. Swift patter 
keeps customers laughing and inter- 
polated Yopressions of instruments 
in solo and combination take hold 
mightily. Props are funny and tim- 
ing is sure. Alan Parado gives good 
assist on the ivories. 


Biz big. Burm, 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, March 7. 
Bounie Baker, Buster West & 
Lucille Page, Ben Dova, Lou Vogle, 


Mary Louise & Charles, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “California” (Par). 


Good mixture of standard vaude 
end novelty adds up to a satisfying 
parlay. 

Bonnie Baker toplines with 
shy-style of thrushing for solid re- 
sults. Opens with “Managua Nica- 
yagua” and includes “Specialty For 
You” and “Good Little, Bad Little 
Lady” a newie for her, plus the 
familiars she is identified with. Adds 
up to neat blend of comedy angled 
songs. 

Sockiest of supporting acts is Lou 
Vogle and his impreshes. Guy is 
ossessed of good voice as well as 
gntelligent handling of takeoffs to 


unin- | 


her | 


make for one of the better mimics 
to, play here. Presentations are therine Dunham & Co. (10), Sid 
smooth, with standouts Bing Crosby, seas Ernesto Lecuona, Phil Regan, 
Vaughn Monroe, Inkspots and satiri- | pg Sullivan, emcee: Gae : 
zations on Gabe Heatter and H. V. | Roxyettes, Paul Ash Orch; “Boome- 
Kaltenborn. Topper is his lam: | rang” (20th), reviewed in VARIETY, 
pooning of Churchill. Had to begoff. | yan’ 99. °47 , 

Ben Dova purveys his panto- | om ; 
drunk bit for healthy palm-whack- 
ing, the biz with the lamp-post 
garnering plenty laughs. 

Comedy hoofing and singing of. 
Buster West, plus Lucille Page’s ef- 
fortless acroantics add zingy pace to 
the proceedings. Trapeze work o 
Mary Louise with an able assist by 


Rexy, N. ¥. 





Stage layout currently at the 
| Roxy has all the earmarks of a sock 
show—pace, variety, color and 
laughs. With Katherine Dunhant's 
| troupe of dancers leading the bill, 
|show sustains a high level of en- 
tertainment value through a full 
/snappy one-hour run. 


Charles, brought gasps. | Ed Sullivan, emceeing the pro- 
Les Rhode and house orch back | ceedings, warms up the house by 


show in nifty style. Biz good when ‘teeing off with a film short contain- 


New Acts 


Foster | CONNIE SAWYER 


Comedienne 
12 Mins. 
Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 

A pert. attractive blonde making 
her first pitch for the bigtime in 
Barney Josephson’s downtown bis- 
tro, Connie Sawyer depends more 
on facial and body expressions than 
on material for her comedy. Ma- 
terial is funny enough but strictly 
par. As a result, she draws a 
steady stream of snickers but not 
the full-bellied yocks that mark a 
top comic. 

More effort to project her person- 
ality to the customers would also 
aid the act. As it is, ringsiders get 





caught, Lary. |ing shots of the cinematic greats of 

veer age tas ' yesteryear including Theda Bara, 

. . Charlie Chaplin, Pear] White, Val- 

State, N. Y. entino, etc. Sullivan supplies the | 

Molly Picon, Eddie Peabody, The background narration, synchroniz- 

Herzogs (5), Johnny Woods, Al-|ing his gags with the film’s action. 

phonse Berge (7), Martels & Mignon | It’s an_ interesting item but is it 
(3). Lou Basil House Orch; “Per- | vaudeville? ; 

fect Marriage” (Par). No question, however, with Miss 

——_—_—— | Dunham’s troupe on the stage. Fea- | 


Plenty of diversifying entertain- turing two numbers, group switches 


ment in current week's bill at the | from_a low-down Harlem ballet to 
State with each of the sextet of acts | 2 colorful Latino dance extrava- 
registering with their respective con- | 849Za maintaining throughout | ay 
tributions. It all makes for a snap- steady pulsating sensual beat. Par- | 
pily paced stanza. However, it’s ticularly a the OPERIDE Pee 
Molly Picon, songstress, and Eddie | Where Miss Ba ell r pase 
Peabody, topflight banjoist, playing ae oe a ay Frag seer or yen 
his first N. Y. vaude date after a | 8¢ts elevatec to tne status of as ted 
four-year hitch as Lieut-Comman- | ‘!¢ dance gesture. _ Sophisticatec 
der in the U. S. Navy, who garner stuff, this modern ballet sells the 


| patrons with its suggestion of aban- 
the greatest applause. | Dé hay B 


: idon, yet is in exceptionally ‘good | 
Miss Picon, recently returned from | taste. Lighting, costuming and 


a tour of D. P. camps abroad, whams | choreography 
them with her parodies and dialect | ; 
stories with the same astute sales- 
manship that has i 
her a favorite of 
regulation vauders. 


first-rate. 
Ernesto Lecuona, South 
ma de 


Since 1a¢ 


Yiddish 


. 
long 
both 


| bDrilliantine planistics on a series of 


| his own standout numbers including 
“Siboney,” “The Breeze and I,” and 


and 
Teeing off with 


1 American | 
| composer, is on for a brief turn with | 


~~ i . i a | 
“Jingles Sell,” a satire on singing | Maleguena. Lecuona earns a| 
commercials of radio, she segues | good neighborly hand and serves as | 
into an improvised version of “Last/a live trailer for the Roxy’s next 


Time I Saw Paris,” an impression | attraction, “Carnival in Costa Rica,” 
of a French chantoosey on a French | for which he wrote the score. It’s a 
song, and a dramatic number, “We | good showmanly booking. 
Still Are Here,” for solid returns. Sid Caesar, a solid number in the 
Songs are interspersed with dialect | nitery belt, also packs a laugh wal- 
stories that also register. Brought ;|lop with his vaude routine. Young 
back for an encore, she responds; personable comic gets away fast 
with “Hands.” a number with which | with his familiar burlesque routine 
| she had been identified for years, on a typical Hollywood air-war pic- 
ture. Wizardry in mimicking me- 


Peabody also has them in the palm 





‘of his hand with his expert ban- | chanical sound effects and the corny 
| joistics. They couldn't seem to get aS ation. Wins eg with " 
le him, and was kept on for | °9"« 6. oe . 

pour aed d Opening with | Cleverly executed skit of an_ officer 
| “Sweet Sue” he swings into a commanding a group of soldiers in 


; A vga rr an over- - snarge as i - 
nostalgic medley ranging from “Star- the-top charge as perform 


a : _» |ed by first a group of English ac- 
ldust? to “Some of These Days,” |[°.. 2 mn 
|which has the house jumpin’, For A by the Moscow Art 
| change Breit’ atter g2 ag Rk es Phil Regan closes the bill with 
stuff on “Little Sir Echo” and “See |S0me nifty tenor warbling of a 


group of pop tunes ‘and Irish bal- 
lads. In a nice finishing touch, 
Sullivan and Regan, assisted by the 
Gae Foster girls, lead the house in 
a session of community singing. 
Herm. 


You in My Dreams,” he socks over 
torrid version of “St. Louis Blues 
and offs to terrific response. 

} 


| The Herzogs, femme quintet of 
aerialists, open and click with their 
|nifty trapeeze acroantics. Johnny 
{Woods follows with his songalog 
|ribbing radio commercials and soap 
|operas, and winding with satires on 
i film and other personalities for nice 
| reception. 

Alphonse Berge does okay, as 
{usual, with his draping act, wherein 
he drapes a sextet of models in the 
latest mode of fashions. The Mar- 
tells and Mignon, two men and gal, 
close with their flashy adagio dis- 
play. Edba, 


RKO, Boston 


Boston, March 7. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch, Pat Henning, 


Chi” (Mono), 

Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, still one 
of the best in the biz, provides sock 
show for the customers here, offer- 
ing plenty of variety along with its 
hep music making. 

Dorsey fronts the band and takes 
a few licks but remains mostly well 
in the background, using a number 
of featured band _ instrumentalists 
and vocalists to carry the show. 
Band does productions like “Aces 





Apolie, N. Y. 

Earl “Fatha” Hines Orch (17) with 
Essex Scott, Dolores Parker; Holmes 
& Jean, John Mason, Ford & Harris; 
“The Whistler” (Col). ver’ ‘to whip up audience enthu- 
siasm. 


Instrumentalists featured are John 





Apollo auds get something new in 
their stage fare this week and seem 
to like it. Bill is short of the usual 
| talent lineup, with entire closing pe- 
|riod taken up by “Fatha” Hines and 
| his orch in a George Gershwin con- 
| cert. Medley of standards brings 
great returns. 

Dance and chatter act Ford & Har- | ¢ wae Meh Dab su 
ris af > the bill with a stereotyped | in Rio” ane BF vsen Pa BB 
—- — is only so-so, terps neal for a duo on ‘Quien Sabe,” register- 

oh 9 .o | ing well. It’s a good musical show 

John Mason, nee Spider Bruce, | along conventional lines. . 


joins the ranks of tathers of the Rich- es 
ard who wouldn't open the door. Babs and Bobby supply standard 


Claiming to be one of the originators, 
Mason goes through the tune with 
'a ladder, a backdrop and a cop, a 





the sax section tears through “Holi- 
day for Strings.” Vocals are 
handled by Bob Carroll, 
“Glocca Morra,” ‘Linda” and 
or When,” and Lee Parker, warbling 





sonations and gags. Finisher with 


liitty winherate Sleueting for this S ee of a buzz saw achieved 
piece. It’s all precipitately ended Sormed daly hed tn ee in he 
with the law blackjacking Mason off But the Recaro hs "here deed 
+ gy but it still gets hefty | the pew holders, of which, for Lent, 


there were many at opener. Elie. 


—_—_—— 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, March 7. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (16), with 
Betty Barclay. Mary Marlow. Don 
Cornell, Johnny Ryan; Olsen & Joy, 
Canfield Smith; “Bachelor's Daugh- 


Holmes and Jean are one of the 
top acts on the sepia circuit and 
could be booked well into any kind 
of a spot. Their routining is tight, 
entertaining and original and brings 
'good returns. Both do a_ softshoe 
| stint, after which Holmes moves into | 
}eccentric and acro work, then some 








pretty funny comic chatter, and | ters” (UA). 

closes with a magic stanza. Easy ani 

projection and personality get over| Name bands always earn their 
well, keep in this town. True to form, 
| Hines’ band makes Only sporadic! Sammy Kaye has the customers 


appearances until the “concert,” | “swinging and swaying” to the point 
when they really blow. Medley in-| whexe he may top the record set by 
,cludes just about everything Gersh-| Vaughn Monroe and Stan Kenton. 
win ever did that became popular,;| his most recent predecessors here. 

from “Fascinatin’ Rhythm” through! Though fugitives from town’s-and 


| “Largo a Factotum,” 
‘he could do well for himself in the 





Babs & Bobby; “Sweetheart Sigma | ing the fiddle. 


Up,” ‘Outer Drive” and “John Sil- | 


Night | 


} 





Frigo, fiddling “Tea for Two,” and | 
Karl Kiffe, drumming “Drums Are |ers, Joe Cook, Jr., has both advan- 
Gétting Better All the Time,” while 


| 


singing | comparisons 
“Where | pere. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the impression she wants to rush 
through her lines and get off the 
floor as quickly as possible. Sing- 
ing in a deep, throaty voice like 
Jean Arthur's, she opens her cur- 
rent stint with a takeoff on femme 
nitery photogs, slinging a _ prop 
camera around at the customers. 
Parody on fashion models, titled | 
“Selling Sex at Saks.” gets more 
snickers and a takeoff on “Okla- 


homa!” in which Miss Sawyer struts 


|}around the stage bow-legged in un- 


restrained fashion, is best. Grad- 
ual buildup in the snicker volume 
indicates she’s a slow starter.- 
With better material, she has the 
stuff to move uptown for 


Similar nitery chores or vaude. 


| She’s the only white act in the cur- 


rent Cafe Society show, with Josh 
White, Olivette Miller and Gene 
Sedric’s orch holding over, Stal. 


ERIC THORSON 
Songs 
9 Mins. 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
Eric Thorson, coming to the Latin 


Quarter on short notice as a tempo- | 


rary substitute for the ailing Arthur 


Lee Simpkins, does comparatively | 
well. Impressing with highly pol- 
ished bary pipes, he’s able to get 


hefty mittings with his straight num- 
bers, but special material depending 
on his ability to satirize contempo- 
rary baritones doesn’t come off as 
desired, 

His impressions of Crosby and Nel- 


son Eddy have little resemblance to | 


the originals, but his operatic 


indicates 


bit, 
that 


straight vocal vein, 

More concentration on_ straight 
numbers and some bettey. writing for 
his introes, could put him in the first 
line of cafe and vaude singers. Also 
impresses as likely for legit. Jose. 


HAL RAYWIN 
Instrumenial-Dance 
7 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Hal Raywin offers a terping vio- 
linist turn which can hold up as a 
novelty interlude in production num- 
bers and on the family vaude time. 
In Hungarian magnifico garb, Ray- 
win shows a set of fast-folk dances 
to tunes of that country while play- 


During his dances the fiddling isn’t 


of the Menuhin calibre, and tune 
needs orchestral background for 


complete identification. However, he 
shows a geod brand of straight cat- 
gut scraping when he solos the tricky 
“Hora Staccato” during a production 
number. 

He’s apparently been around for 
some time, but he’s a stranger to 
VARIETY's New Act file. Jose. 


JOE COOK, JR. 
Comedy, Dancing 
8 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
As with all sons of famous fath- 


tages and handicaps when he walks 
out on the stage. There’s a desire 
to like him, coupled with inevitable 
with the illustrious 
Young Cook particularly suf- 
fers from the comparison angle, 
since his routine is essentially an 
effort to duplicate that of his 
father. Without ado, it can be said 


jhe doesn’t succeed. 


| 
j 
' 


terps and Pat Henning, comic wows | 
in a patter routine involving imper- | 





“Liza,” “Lady Be Good,” “Someone! outlying towns-classrooms jam the} 
to Watch Over Me.” right through | matinees, Kaye seems to appeal to | 
to Clifton Small’s nice pianoing of | more mature tastes than do the/| 
“Rhapsody.” Between these numbers | strictly hot bands. Gets appreciation 
Essex Scott, \ husky tenor, comes} throughout for his showmanship, as 
through for pice mitting on “It’s| well as for his very smooth batoning. 
Wonderful.” and Dolores Parker is| Kaye's specialty. “So You Want to 
sock in “Man J Love,” Tomm, | Lead a Band,”-a la his radio show, 


‘novel acro-terp offering. 


Lad is pleasant looking, but lacks 
the warmth and pixie charm of the 
elder Cook. Result is the most 
matter-of-fact sort of turn consist- 
ing of a few gags (n.g.), a bit of 
vocalizing and some terping, latter 
while flailing a brace of Indian 
clubs. It lacks spark, although 
Cook has a basic showmanship that 
appears might shine with a better 
routine. Herb, 
adds novelty and zip to an already 
well balanced program. This audi- 
ence participation stunt is one of 
best seen here. with would-be ma- 
estros and galleries getting equal 
fun out of it. 

Vocalists do well in solo stints. as 
well as in chorus with Kaye Choir, 
composed of band members. Stand- 
outs are Don Cornell and band trio 
in take-off of “Ink Spots” and Betty 
Barclay. 

Numbers lean towards the sweet. 
rather than swing, with special 
audience appreciation for “Anniver- 
sary Song,” by Johnny Ryan. 

Kaye introduces other two acts 
on bill, both of which are wedged 
in as part of the package. Canfield 





Smith gets solid returns for a really | 
Wooden | 


hep ventriloquist routine. 
partner has a Charlie McCarthy-like 
cockiness, and a routine which is in 
character. Olsen and Joy please in a 
Lowe. 


either | 


THREE FLAMES 
Instrumental 

15 Mins, 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

“Three Flames”. impress as one 
|of the top Negro trios to come along 
iin years. Already known via their 
| recordings, the boys are making 
| their nitery debut at this showcase 
spot and, although not such good 
instrumentalists as the excellent 
Herman Chittison trio which pre- 
ceded them, their unique vocals and 
zany comedies more than makz up 
| for this. 
| Trio comprises Tiger Haynes on 
| guitar, Bill Pollard on bass and Roy 
Testamark on piano. They open 
with a hilarious “Nicholas, Don't 
|Be So Ridic-less” and follow with 
; the inevitable “Open the Door, 
| Richard.” Overplayed as the tune 
jis, the boys do a bang-up job on an 





arrangement that’s as. original as 
possible, which earns them a beg- 
|off. They come back with some 
ultra-blue blues and a hot boogie 
|number featuring Testamark that 
ij has the customers jumping. Haynes 
|carries most of the vocals and gets 
|plenty of laughs with his audience 
asides. Stal 


a . =~ ee 
MAURICE AND MARYEA 
Dance Team 
| 12 Mins, 
| Cotillion Room, N. Y. 
Young, good-looking dance teain 
has come east after an extended 
stay in the Chicago nitery belt for a 
return engaement at this class din- 
ing room. Duo, displaying a polished 
‘and versatile style of ballroomology, 


|ean fit into any date, particularly 
|} into the smart spots She is nicely 
accoutred;: male pard in conventional] 
white tie. 

Pair are featured in a Series of 


covering the most 
popular dance forms. Cleverly de- 
signed routine opens with straight 
fancy waltz piece, then segues into 
stylized impressions of the rhumba, 
polka, etc. Splicing their stint into 
this variety of dance forms, all of 
| them replete with difficult acro- 
| turns, sustains high eye-appeal to 
| hold patron interest. Herm 


“dance portraits” 


NIKOLAI, PAUL & SHARI 
Dancing 

16 Mins. 

Club LuMarba, Pittsburgh 





over it that will go anywhere, in the- 
atres or niteries, and the tonier the 
better in the latter category. Two 
| boys and a girl make a flashy show 
ing, and their mixture of ballet, 
Balinese and modern dancing has 
intelligence in design and execution. 
Trio’s different than the usual run 
of cafe act and doesn’t fall into any 
given category, although there will 
probably be some comparisons with 
the Chandra-Kaly dancers, *°whom 
they somewhat resemble, and 
unfavorably, either. 

Men are nice looking and the gal’s 
got a sultry appeal, and all of them 
have striking authority on the floor. 
Their costumes are smart-looking 
and numbers have a dazzling bril- 
liance that will appeal to the bal- 
letomaines and still not be above the 
heads of others. Threesome should 
go places in the proper setting. 

Cohen. 


not 


PETE SEEGER 

Songs 

13 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

Here’s the newest of the current 
crop of folksingers, and, from the 
reception accorded him in his Vil- 
lage Vanguard preem, the lad should 
follow far in the footsteps of Josh 
White, Burl Ives, Richard Dyer-Ben- 
nett and others who preceded him. 

Unlike the others, who accompany 
thémselves on guitars. Seeger strums 
the almost extinct long-necked banjo, 
on which he’s a veritable virtucso. 
| His voice is gothing to rave about, 
| but it’s got a certain infectious qual- 
| ity and good range that sell his par- 
| ticular type of songs remarkably. 
| After opening with an old mariner’s 
| ditty, he swings into the folktunes, 
| most of which originated in the old 
southwest and are unfamiliar. 

Ostensibly fresh off the farm, See- 
ger’s apparent nervousness’ and 
scrubbed-face appearance add to his 
appeal. The lad, with a little more 
showmanship technique (which he 
can gain at the Vanguard), shold 
make out okay. Sto 





FRANK MARLOWE 
Comedy 

15 Mins, 

Strand, N. Y. 

Frank Marlowe's first appearan«c 
at a major New York house will u'- 
doubtedly be followed by other top- 
line bookings when bookers glom his 
turn. The guy's a howl. He is very 
reminiscent, somewhat, of Red Skel- 
ton in the latter's vaude days—not 
in material, but in delivery. (‘He 
was in “Toplitzky of Notre Dame’). 

Ironically enough, Marlow does ji!- 
| tle that anyone can put a finger on; 
| in restrospect one wonders what was 





|so funny. He tells no gags, does 
| prattfalls, dives into the audience, 
[has a ball with the band, ad_ libs 


(seemingly), and caps it all with a 
split on two chair tops, dropping to 


| the stage in that position. And the 
customers fall over. 

Guy warks hard, is young, fresh 
| and very earnest in his efforts, And 
| he’s funny. That’s the sum. He 
should get much work. Wood. 


Here's an act with class written all 


set: 
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By GEORGE ROSEN 


...And in Siloam Springs 





Out in Siloam Springs, Ark., they got to talk- 
ing about the UN General Assembly and the 
hopes for an atom geared to decent, peaceful 
living. Up in Boston the Puritanical Fathers 
and their inhibitions were cast aside as a dif- 
ferent kind of bomb hit the Back Bay waters 
and burst the age-old tabus that kept basic sex 
guidance from its juveniles. Down Georgia way 
an Atlanta station dared—and got away with it 
—to take its stand on the side of humanity as 
democracy crashed through the Mason-Dixon 
Line. The school kids in the hills of old Ken- 
tucky are talking about other school kids—those 
in the USSR—for they know now that their 
Soviet cousins are just “regular kids.” In Steu- 
benville, O., they had one shooting too many, 
and it blew the lid off a modern Gomorrah’s cor- 
ruption. And Little Old New York had to come 
back to the people as its Mayor fought out an 
issue-in which they all had a stake. 


That was radio in 1946. A radio that had its 
say ina community way. And strange, the way 
of one community proved the way of all commu- 
nities. Little or big, they were just people, and 
what affected one, affected all. Radio in the 
first full year of peace was quick to grasp its 
new line of vision, and transfer its scope from 
the world community to its own. 


Radio’s pretty smart. It kinda figured that 
these people that had a say about the air might 
want the air to say for them. And there were a 
lot of things the people wanted said. Radio could 
say it best. So in 1946 radio took up the cudgels 
for its own people on their own front line. And 
when, as in Atlanta, prejudice cropped up in the 


BEES FOSS EFEFESESESESOEEOFE 


headlines, radio fought the good fight. If Siloam 
Springs took the UN Assembly for granted, it 
was only because it didn’t understand it very 
well—until its local station told the story from 
all angles. If tradition-bound Boston shut off 
its stage, its literature, its newspapers, its lec- 
ture platforms to certain verboten subjects, it 
couldn’t shut up radio. If Steubenville was past. 
caring about its rampant iniquities, it thought 
better after radio excoriated the town’s apathy. 


Obviously, all radio didn’t take its task so se- 
riously. To many, the lucrative spot announce- 
ment was still its reason for being. And many 
failed to see beyond the song-and-gag payoff, 
But there were more than enough stations aware 
of the need to distinguish their medium in such 
a way that they would become a vital cog in the 
everyday life of their listeners. 


Yes, it’s a heartening story for radio, this 
story as reflected in the response of American 
and Canadian radio stations to VARIETY’S solici- 
tation of entries for SHOWMANAGEMENT 
Awards. From Maine to Texas, from N. Y. to 
L. A., and into the far reaches of Canada, they 
had a story to tell—and they told it well. A story 
of initiative and aggressiveness in commercial 
and promotional know-how, as well as serving 
the public interest. A story, too, that bodes well 
for radio’s future, as evidenced by the zest and 
enthusiasm with which the new brood of com- 
munity stations hatched by the FCC have been 
helping the industry recapture that daring, pi- 
oneer spirit which characterized the early days 
of radio. Revealing parchments—all, a black- 
and-white documentation of commendable con- 
tributions to American life and culture. 




































How To Run A 
Radio Station 


DEES FEFFEFFEFEFEFE>ESOFOOOS 
WNBC, New York 
WHDH, Boston 
Since its graduation last year from 
the status of a network stepchild 
to an autonomous operation, the 
NBC flagship station in New York 
has achieved a broadcasting pattern 
that’s been remarkably geared to 
community needs. But above and 
beyond the recognition that 
needs must come first, the entire 
modus operandi of the NBC key 
station under the know-how tech- 
nique of manager Jim Gaines has 
vividly mirrored the finer qualities 
VaRIETY went in search of in its bid 
for SHOWMANAGEMENT entries. 
WNBC’s Metropolitan News Round- 
up, an innovation in kilocycle enter- 
prise, was a reflection of the new 
postwar pattern in news program- 
ming, putting the emphasis on 
Brooklyn and the Bronx in place of 
Shanghai and Capetown to better 
serve the needs of its listeners. The 
instituting of a continuing campaign 
of saluting the cities, towns and 
neighborhoods in its listening area— 
with an enviable publicity-promo- 
tion payoff thus far in Bayonne, 
Yonkers, Jersey City, Paterson and 
Brooklyn— again demonstrates an 
awareness of how sock promotional 





local 


campaigning can also translate itself | 
service by high- | 


into real public 
lighting the community’s racial prob- 
lems and their solutions, their. in- 
dustries, educational facilities and 
the life of the people. 

WNBC’s series of daily programs 
in Rockefeller Plaza last fall—before 
an estimated audience of 50,000—to 
promote a better understanding of 
the nations that make up the United 
Nations; its continuous integration 
of discussions of specific problems 
and topics—such as labor-manage- 
ment—into the regular broadcasting 
pattern; its ability to blend show- 
manship with public service—these 


were the achievements that gave | 54 other stations and 16 health or- | threw 


WNEC a character and individuality 
that merits citation. 








| WHDH 1 





Anybody who wondered what the 
Boston Herald-Traveller would do 
with a radio station when they fin- 
ally got one now knows the answer. 
Plenty smart, the new owners pried 
livewire Bill McGrath loose from 
his 10-year berth at WNEW, made 
him manager. McGrath wasted no 
time in commencing a clean-up of a 
stagnant situation. The station was 
completely re-programmed, with 
emphasis on music and lots of it, 
plus hourly news and plenty of 
sports. Choice time was set aside 
for community service—nightly at 
8:30 for a bright and showmanly 
roster of loca] interest features, and 
12:35 p. m. for a New England farm- 
and-food show. Full page newspaper 
displays and other promotion were 
employed to get chary Boston lis- 
teners to try “the new WHDH.” Re- 
sults: In nine months of McGrath, 
station’s overall Hooper rose 113%, 
with the end not yet in sight WHDH 
now dubs itself “New England's 
Fastest Growing Station,” and 
dustry wisenheimers, gaping at its 
meteoric progress, flatly admit that 
for once a slogan really fits. 


Expanding Radio’s : 
Social Usefulness 
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WEEI,. Beston 
KUOM, Minneapolis 
WRY, Oklahoma City 


Puritan Boston, home of the 
Watch and Ward Society, reticent, 
Yankee, and embarassed, found a 
voice to tell its postwar youth the 
facts of life: its Columbia-owned 
outlet, WEEI. In a series 6f nine 
summertime programs at the acces- 
sible hour of 5:30 p.m. on Mondays, 





young people heard an intimate, dig- | 


nified, friendly, scientific exposition 
of juvenile sex problems. Carefully 
prepared and seriously undertaken, 
WEEI'’s “Sex Guidance for Youth” 
broke through radio’s self-imposed 
inhibitions, proved that even the 
most conservative audiences are 
ready for intelligent open discussion 

delicate social subjects. 


in- | 





leggers now deal in verboten books, 
successfully defied oston’s com- 
pounded bigotry, prudishness, and 
Comstockery to do its youth a gen- 
uine service, 





KUOM l 





Striving desperately to stem the 
|polio plague that struck Minne- 
| apolis last summer, health authori- 
ties begged parents to keep their 
kids at home, away from crowds. 
University of Minnesota indie 
KUOM, understanding parental dif- 
ficulties in restraining 
youngsters, promptly 
solid blocks of its schedule to 
“KUOM for Kids,” filling the air 
with fare calculated to keep chil- 
busy in their own homes. 
the epidemic continued un- 
abated past school-starting time, 
“KUOM for Kids” gave way to 
“School by Air.” A greatly enlarged 
staff of educators and technicians 
;turned out showmanly programs 
| carefully slotted for the various age 
groups, seized the opportunity to 
| plug racial and religious goodwill in 





converted 


dren 


When 


a colorful series of social study 
programs. Back in school at last, 
38% of elementary schoolkids 


proved to have heard the programs 
KUOM is now sifting its 
ences, drawing conclusions, prepar- 
| ing to meet some unforeseen future 
emergency with the seasoned know- 
how of having brilliantly met this 
one. 








WKY 





When Oklahoma City took stock 
after the war, it found, among other 
| things, a considerable increase in 
its spirochete count. Alarmed 
health officials, clvic leaders, and 
fearful parents initiated the now, 
| well-known Oklahoma City anti- 
| VD campaign. Radiowise, WKY led 
ithe way. In a memorable series of 
dramatizations of. VD case histories 
—written by three bright young 
ladies—WKY put the facts of VD 
| before the public in compelling and 
| Showmanly form. Transcriptions of 
| the shows were offered to all who 
| would use them, were accepted by 


ganizations. Though perhaps not 
| the first to tackle the VD menace 
via radio, WKY’s handling was the 
best of ‘46, and in any year an ex- 
ample of clear-thinking, public- 
| spirited showmanagement. 


'~ Responsibility To 
$ The Community 
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KLZ, Denver 
WNYC, New York 
WSTV. Steubenville 
WAVE, Louisville 


Hugh Terry’s Rocky Mountain sta- 
tion was quick to realize in the 
postwar year of 1946 that new prob- 
lems faced humanity, that new fields 
of opportunity for service challenged 
| the ingenuity and effort of the 
,; American system of broadcasting. 
| As such KLZ geared its operation to 
;}an honest and intelligent under- 
standing of the issues involved, and 
| it’s significant that about tWo-thirds 
of its non-commercial programming 
in the public interest which the sta- 
tion assumed on its own responsi- 
bility was launched prior to publi- 
cation of the FCC Blue Book. KLZ 
piled up impressive billings during 
‘46, yet one-seventh of its total pro- 
gramming (or a full day of broad- 
casting) involved CBS network. pub- 
lic service sustainers; it earmarked 
$40,000 of its own coin to render an 
invaluable service to its farm public 
with its daily noontime “Farm Re- 
| porter,” originating the show from 
| wherever farming or ranching had 
an interest, sending engineers and 
| its farm editor to Chi, Kansas City, 
|ete., for live pickups to satisfy the 
needs of stockmen and’ rural audi- 
ences. It preempted choice time 
segments for such shows as “Colo- 
rado Speaks” (sandwiched between 
Vaughn Monroe’s Camel show and 
Lucky Strike’s “Hit Parade”), to pre- 








| 


vacationing | 


experi- | 





_ ‘Lest We 


mote better intergroup relations, 
water mark of achievement over 





commercial feature. As many as 





better intergroup relations. The 





99 





Forge 


No record of broadcasting aimed at mass education on democratic 
principles would be complete without taking official cognizance of the 
notable contribution made during 1946 by the Institute for Democratic 
Education. As programming designed to combat intolerance and pro- 


the Institute has reached a high 
the past seven years, during which 


time it has produced 10 series of transcribed dramatic programs, each 
broadcast ky a minimum of 500 stations. 

Particularly notable was the Institute’s 1946 series of 15-minute and 
half-hour dramatic shows, “Lest We Forget—These Great Americans,” 
which were offered without charge to stations for broadcast as a non- 


750 stations grabbed them up; they 


went into 1,900 schools in America, for use as audio-educational aids, 
an accomplishment matched only by the Institute’s pioneering in the 
use of spot announcements utilizing commercial techniques to promote 


Institute cooperated with WNEW 


| (N.Y.) in the development of its one-minute “Keep Faith With Amer- 


ica” 


tolerance spots, with transcriptions currently being distributed on 


a cuffo basis to more than 250 stations throughout the country. Quasi- 
official civic bodies such as the Chicago Mayor’s Commission on Human 
Relations, the Connecticut Interracial Commission, the Detroit Inter- 


blight. 


We Forget—The American Dream,” 
Ralph Bellamy, Frederic March, Canada Lee, etc., dealing specifically 
with the problem of prejudice and emphasizing the contribution ordi- 
nary every-day people make toward eradicating this un-American 


racial Committee, etc., have also undertaken sponsorship of the spots. 


featuring such top-flight stars as 








the state was the fourth hardest hit 
in the nation, and it spoke out 
ifrankly on the subject of syphillis. 
|It brought the Governor and assorted 
| legislators to the mike for its 
|“State’s Problem” series; vividly dis- 
sected Atomic Power even in the 
pre-Bikini days, and took time out 
to help solve the returning Gls prob- 
lems on housing, etc. It was an op- 
eration, too, that reflected radio's 
increasing stature in community af- 
fairs, with Terry and the station’s 
key personnel projected prominently 
into Denver's civic and cultural en- 
deavers, 








WNYC _ 

Hotted up by years of ding-dong 
debate, the five-cent subway fare 
| in New York had become the most 
|}inflammatory civic issue on the 
Mayor O’Dwyer an- 








| books, When 
| nounced open hearings on the fare 


| question with the public invited to | 


| participate, WNYC sensed drama, 
lines into the hearing hall, 
| broadcast every word uttered. For 
| two days and nights the people of 


New York listened fascinated to the | 


point-counterpoint of democracy in 
action, in one of the greatest mass 


For this, capping a year of other 
notable services to the citizens of 
New York, a Variety Award to 
WNYC, the most _ intelligently-op- 
erated non-commercial radio station 
in America. , 
De a ee WSTV | 
The shooting that ended the life 
of a war hero in a Steubenville se- 
raglio failed to dent the weary dis- 
gust of a citizenry long since gone 
sour on hope for improvement. But 
the next day they had reason to 
take heart. In an _ unprecedented 
broadcast, Harry Cochran, WSTV 





p.m. news period to a scathing blast 
at the apathy, corruption, and ve- 
nality that had made Steubenville 
the Gomorrah of Eastern Ohio. 
While respectable citizens rejoiced 


in an unexpected champion, Steu- 
benville’s underworld instinctively 
began to leave town. Encouraged 


by the WSTV initiative. the local 
Ministerial Association appointed a 
twelve-man committee to crusade 
for a clean-up. City, county, and 
State officialdom is now aware that 
the taxpayers of Steubenville ex- 
pect action. For lighting the fuse 
that exploded into a community- 
wide movement for civic decency, 
Variety salutes WSTV. 
oie Nee __ WAVE | 
Provincial Louisville, pride of OI 
Kaintuck,- but hitherto a_whistle- 
stop on the Showmanagement cir- 








cuit, emerged from 1946 with a 
broadened viewpoint and a better 
radio station. Commercial hotshot 


WAVE diverted some energy to lo- 
cal enlightenment, came up with 
some winners. At the height of 
the railway walkout last spring, 
WAVE took cream time (9:30 p.m.), 
|got labor, management and govern- 
| ment partisans to thrash it out be- 





civics lessons in the history of radio. 


news chief, devoted his entire 6:15 | 


} 

WAVE took a deep breath, cele- 
| brated United Nations Week by im- 
| porting from the Museum of Modern 
| Art in New York an exhibit of 
paintings by Soviet schoolkids. Hun- 
| dreds saw the pictures, went away 
with a warm one-worldly feeling 
| that Russian kids were not much 
| different from our own. For cour- 
|ageous showmanagement in_ the 
| Bourbon belt, salutations to WAVE 
from VARIETY. 


FO O4O6F66444666464644446646 


Imagination 
In Promotion 





KSTP, Minneapolis 


KSTP put on the promotion stunt 
ito end all promotion stunts during 


ably being the most 
thing of its kind in radio annals. If 
there was a better one, Variety has 
| still to hear about it. 

One thousand fish were taken 
| from the State Conservation Depart- 
|ment pools, tagged with a number, 
and thrown into ¢he myriad fishing 
| lakes in Minnesota. 
men who caught them, there was a 
total of $567,000 in merchandise 
|prizes. For KSTP, it meant pub- 


tures in every imaginable type of 
publication. Probably without re- 
alizing what it had started, the sta- 
tion snowballed the stunt into a wave 
of enthusiasm that had millions of 
midwest Waltons agog, lending a 
lure to fishing in Minnesota beyond 
the thrill of the sport itself. Imag- 
inative writers were soon calling it 
the biggest fish story since Jonah 
and the Whale. They weren't kid- 
din’, 
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Outstanding 
Service To ; 
The Farmer 





K™MA, Shenandoah 
WLS, Chicago 
Homer Croy has gone on 
doah and he’s got something. This 
rube watter is the farmer’s station— 
body, soul, and gaiters. It serves up 
daily farm fare as hearty as noon- 
day dinner at harvest time, starting 





‘and market reports, interviews, 
| specialized scientific farm info, fea- 
|tures for the farmer's wife, and 


/human interest material in abun- | 
Langfitt | 
| travels 3,000 miles a year to broaden 


_dance. Meantime Merrill 


|the farmer’s viewpoint with first- 
‘hand reports from the field, this 


| year getting as far away from| 


| Shenandoah as Greece and _ Italy, 
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1946, its Tagged Fish contest prob- | 
sensational | 


For the fisher- | 


licity by the freight load, and pic- | 
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stray calf, a new bell for the church, 
or a school teacher for a remote 
village. In New York, rep Lew Avery 
takes around one of the soundest 
pieces of station promotion yet 
turned out, a brochure titled “A 
Rep’s Day on an Iowa Farm.” Pre- 
meditatively aggie in everything it 
does, KMA wins a bow for knowing 
exactly what audience it wants, and 
serving it with solid cornbelt show- 
management, 

| WLS “| 











Best known to national audiences 
|for its commercial network produc- 
| tions and its enterprise in promoting 
|hick talent, WLS in its workaday 
| local efforts remains one of the most 
consistently importan® aggie voices 
iin the U.S.A. This part-time but 
|}muscular radio arm of the Prairie 
Farmer, oldtime hayseed gazette, is 
situated in the meat and wheat 
jcenter of the world and makes the 
most of it. WLS hits the air with 
blow-by-blow livestock reports di- 
|rect from the Chicago yards twice 
| a day, supplements with four other 
|stock broadcasts as vital to the 
farmer as feed to his hogs. Grain 
| reports get similar attention, like- 
wise poultry, rabbits, butter, and 
eggs. Not content with official 
weathe! forecasts alone, _ station 
maintains its own meteorological 
|crystal-gazer, talks about weather 
iconstantly and actually devotes a 
whole quarter-hour to prognostica- 
tion on Saturday nights for the week 
|ahead. Digging deeper into Midwest 
grass roots, WLS this past year 
|picked up good down-home chatter 


shows direct from counties scat- 
itered through four’ midwestern 
states, took its famous noonday 
| Dinnerbell Hour out into the field 


|and put it on remote from all over 
| the map. 
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Fostering Racial 
~ Understanding 
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| WSR, Atlanta 
WINX, Washington, D.C. 


If Emory Burke and Homer 
| Loomis, Jr., momentarily find them- 
selves in legal hot water, the decent 
people of Georgia—and of America 
—can thank WSB and staff scripter 
Brand Crandall for having helped 
put them there. Actually, WSB’s 
fight for tolerance is older than the 
Columbian scandal. In the dramatic 
series, “The Harbor We Seek,” Cran- 
dall and WSB’s enlightened manage- 
ment struck out forcefully for bet- 
ter understanding between the di- 
verse groups whicli compose our 
country. When the shocking activi- 
ties of the Columbians at last came 
to light, WSB turned out a special 
“Harbor” script which matie history 
in southern radio. Slashing at the 
Columbians as “the juvenile delin- 
quents of the Ku Klux: Klan,” the 
program poured wsath and indigna- 
tion upon the whole Columbian 
cabal, aroused Georgia listeners to 
a realization that the outright death 





: | ing, 
| 
| 
| 
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with plenty of newscasts, weather | 


up on what | and practices. 


of democracy was the stake for 
which the Negro-hating, Jew-bait- 
pro-Nazi Columbians’ were 


playing. With an outspoken courage 
all too uncommon below the Mason- 
Dixon line, where certain stations 
would prefer to consider: the whole 
| question of tolerance as somehow 
| “controversial,” WSB did lofty ser- 
| vice not only to its own listeners, 
| but to the total community which is 


a . 
writing jag about KMA in Shenan- | America. 





| | WINX | 
| In the southern city of Washing- 
, ton, D. C., listeners were treated to 
| some strong words about an organi- 
zation more powerful, more sea- 
'soned’, probably more dangerous, 
than Homer Loomis’ Columbians: the 
Ku Klux Klan. As one program of 
the noteworthy dramatic series, 
“Bright Tomorrow,” devoted to the 
furtherance of better racial under- 
| Standing, WINX commissioned staff- 
man Sol Panitz to gather first-hand 
documentary material, turn out an 
authoritative expose of Klan aims 
Panitz’s script, “The 


| 


_ sent editorial opinions chosen from | fore a mike. Four, days later WAVE |UNRRA was doing with good Iowa| Triple K,” told a factual story that 


the state’s daily and weekly news- 
| papers. Its safety educational cam- 
paign was slanted to the kids in 


school assembly, spiced with a show- | meantime said their Say in a con- | 


/manship hypo in terms of a quiz 
show. It lifted the veil on Colo- 
rado’s health problem with a sock 


repeated with a well-balanced panel 
on the President’s drastic proposals 
ifor labor regulation. Teen-agers 


called 
tackling hot ones like 
Medicine,” 


| tinuing series 
| Round Table,” 
| “Socialized 


;where he checked 

| produce. Come graduation time, 
| KMA will hold its annual radio 
graduation for the hundreds of 


crossroads schools whose graduation 


| ceremonies of their own. KMA pub- 


produced more horror and shivers 


than fancy could ever concoct. a 


_story based on eyewitness reports 
. | by pro-tolerance agents who had in- 
“Juvenile | classes are too small to have special | filtrated the Klan as a means of 
| thwarting its purposes. 


“The Atom lishes and distributes its own radio | K” faced up to all the ugly hatreds 
WEEI, job on cancer, another on tubercu- | Bomb,” and “Juvenile Delinquency.” | listing bulletip, and puts itself at the | and spoke them out so that Wash- 


“The Triple 


operating in a city where ex-boot- losis, again on polio at aetime when | Topping these and other good deeds, 'farmer’s service whether to find a’ ington could hear and squirm. 
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WCKY, Cincinnati: L. B. Wilson’s¢ 


50,000-watt station created quite a 
flurry when in 1946 it adapted the 
block programming technique into 
the metropolitan-urban-rural Cincy 
area, raised havoc with the local 
Hoopers, achieved a 33-state (and 
two foreign countries) mail pull, and 
demonstrated how a little daring 
could be translated into a real job 
to the advertiser. 


. 





WIND, Chicage: Ralph Atlass’ 
sports-minded indie was that in 
spades during 1946 and gave its lis- 
teners some notable on-the-spot 





cartoon series. Station can also take 
a bow for its Fred Robbins (1280 
Club”), one of the fresher air per- 
sonalities of the year. 





KIST, Santa Barbara: Harry 
Butcher's new outlet has brought an 
alert showmanship hypo to Santa 





news coverage. 





KFWB. Los Angeles: Shock-proof 
Hollywood got its top exhibition of 
showmanship, thanks to the razzle- 
@azzle techniques of the Waryers | 
station. When you can get 40,000 | 
people to turn out for the unveiling | 
of an electric sign; when you can | 
corral all of Hollywood's top talent | 
for a spectacular March of Dimes 
show and attract another 40,000, 
you've got something worth brag- 
ging about. 


WSRY, Syracuse: Col. Harry Wil- 
@er dug into his pockets for one of 
the real public service items of the 
year—the “Weekend In London” 
free trip being more than a give- | 
away, but an honest effort to help 
solidify U. S.-British relations. 





WSM, Nashville: Fabulous broad- 
casting colossus in the heart of the 
hill country listened to NBC’s blue- 
ribbon aggie program, the Farm and | 
Home Hour, found it wanting so far 
as ~“WSM. farmers were concerned. 
Result was a $30,000 annual appro- 
priation for a special farm show, 
spotted at the choice noonday hour 


Barbara. Lost no time getting roll- 
ing, with 13-week series on juvenile 
delinquency (juves themselves told 
the hows and whys) highlighting its 
realistic programming agenda. 





CKAK, Montreal: Station prepping 
for elaborate celebration of quarter- 
century of broadcasting. Canada’s 
pioneer French station caters to an 
unusual clientele; is itself an un- 
usual operation. Boasts musical li- 
brary of 40,000 selections. 





WISR, Butler: This 250-watter in 
Pennsylvania has been making a 
concerted drive to make street cross- 
ings safer. 





KICA, Clevis, New Mexico: An- 
swered the FCC with its own Blue 
Book No. 2, reflecting an alert op- 
eration in terms of public service 
and entertainment prokramming on 
a local level. 





KVFD, Fort Dedge: Did a notable 
job during the paralyzing snowstorm 
of Jan. 29 and 30 of this year. 





WCBI, Columbus, Miss.: Part of a 








and prominently tagged “Not For 
Sale.” 
WNAX, Yankton: With an au- 


dience 84% 


rural, station sent farm , 


| four-station state net, this ambitious 
|outlet made a deep impression 
| among public service-minded listen- 
ers. 


chief Chris Mack to Guatemala to | 


report on the work of the Tropical 
Plants center established there by 
Iowa State Agricultural College. 
Loaded down with color film, inter- 
American good wishes, and a wealth 
of fascinating new aggie info of im- 
portance to Midwest farmers, Mack 
returned to his home grounds with 
radio talks and personal appear- 
ances that brought a colorful note 
into the more prosaic workaday 
farm world of WNAX’s less sensa- 
tional latitudes. 





WCAE, Pittsburgh: Station set 
aside its 6:45-7 early evening time 
segment Monday through Thursday 
to disseminate info of general inter- 
€st about various educational, indus- 
trial, social and civic organizations 
in Pittsburgh. 





WLAW, Lawrence: Grabbed itself 


@ flock of publicity and $1,200 for | 


March of Dimes on “Ladies Be 
Seated” origination from local thea- 
tre. 





WBBM, Chicago: Did a headsup 
job on behalf of Negro culture and 
their tontributions to America and 
©n behalf of Negro-white under- 
standing. 





WGAL, Lancaster: Effort on be- 
half of Community Chest campaign 
Was energetic, forceful, original. 





WIZE, Springfield: Used letters 
“FP. S.” in teaser campaign that had 
whole town itching to know answer. 
Proved to mean “Promote Spring- 
field,” pointing up WIZE efforts to 
Promote welfare of community. 





KMPC, Los Angeles: This 50 kw 
indie has been put through intensive 
——. grueling by aggressive 

ichards ownership. Station has 
been able to impress local advertis- 
ing gentry strongly. 





WOV, New Yerk: Ralph Weil did 





KSD, St. Louis: This staid old maid 
of St. Loo radio continues to do 
the most conscientious news job in 
'the city. It cost the Pulitzer man- 
|agement a pretty penny to send its 
special events chief, Frank Eschen, 
to Rome with the late Archbishop, 
Cardinal-to-be Glennon. 


| 
; 





WSJS, Winston-Salem: In addition 
|to riding on the NBC coattails dur- 
| ing United Nations Week observ- 
| ance, station made a noteworthy ef- 
| fort to slant established local shows 
'toward the UN topic and produced 
| “United Nations On the March” of 
| documentary ~ actuality . character 
| which included choral music and 
talks by everybody from bank prexy 
| to local rabbi. 


| 





CHOK, Sarnia, Ont: New station 
which preemed in July of ‘46 has 
| been working hard to pay the bills 
|}and grow. Has been battling it out 
| with a Detroit biggie on the basis of 
recorded music and local service. 





| WTAR, Norfolk: Attention FCC: 
| Here's a station with statistics show- 
|ing 3,680 programs, 4,059 announce- 
| ments for public service projects of 
| one kind or another. 





CKWS, Kingston, Ont.: When you 
can claim 70 to 90% of available au- 
dience despite competition (as based 
on Elliott-Haynes report) then you've 
got something to crow about. 








KNX, Los Angeles: CBS’ powerful 
| Coast station went Hollywood in a 
| big way on sales promotion, giving 
| it all the trimmings worthy of a Sam 
, Goldwyn production. 





WBT, Charlotte: The Charlie 
Crutchfield-managed station did a 
bangup job in its safety driving cam- 
paign, cued to the thousands of new 
cars hitting the road, enlisting civic 
leaders, police, governor, mayor, etc. 
Even the station’s “Midnight Danc- 





@ne of the bangup promotion jobs of 


ing Party” show, emceed by Kurt 


the year with his time buyer-slanted, 





Good Ideas Were Plentiful, Both in Adapting Station 


Resources to a Peacetime Era and in 


Overall Showmanship 





Donkey Serenade 


WSKB, the Dixie backwater 
station in McComb, Miss., con- 
tinued to bat 1,000 during 1946 
as the mule’s best friend. 

Station’s “Missing Mule” serv- 
ice is one of the oddities in 
breadcasting annals. For seven 
years the station has been 
broadcasting emergency  an- 
nouncement about mules stray- 
ing away, asking listeners to be 
on the alert. A farmer without 
a mule around McComb is bereft 








of his most valuable asset. To 
the station’s credit, there ain’t 
been a mule permanently lost in 
the seven-year period. 

Station won a Variety plaque 
back in 1940. 








Webster, “Night Mayor” of Charlotte, 


was officially tied in with cam- 
paign. 
WLAN, Lancester: Another new 


station, in operation since August, 
46, and went right into action, get- 


| ting local padres together for round- 


table discussions on 


| Forum,” with no holds barred. 





} 








CKPR, Fert William, Ont.: Station 
has been making a concerted effort 
to reflect local life and business. 





WMAZ, Macon: Does outstanding 
news job, hitting parity with the 
press in the eyes of police, city of- 
ficials, etc. Did own coverage of 
lynching investigation in Athens and 
Battle of Governors in capital. 





WHNC, New Haven: Another vic- 
tim of New Haven’s radio-hating 
newspapers, station staged an “Ex- 
position for Better Living” in State 
Armory which got the brushoff treat- 
ment from dailies but succeeded in 
packing .’em in. 





WCMW, Canton: Six-months-old 
station held its own “UN” on local 
problems, presenting everybody in 
city government. Taking its local 
obligations seriously. 





CKCW, Moncton: Station’s promo- 
tion symbol of “Lionel the Lobster” 
has been an eye-catcher. “Jobs for 
Joe”. series has analyzed returned 
Canadian vets’ individual capabili- 
ties, making a sincere pitch to em- 
ployers. 





WIBG, Philadelphia: On theory 
that if disk shows sell goods why not 
the public good, WIBG has jock Dick 
Mabry devoting his platter-spinning 
to public service efforts. 





KGVO, Missoula: A. J. Mosby, sta- 
tion prexy, is a man of action. Cov- 
ered Bikini in person, sending radio 
reports back daily. Instituted profit- 
sharing plan for station’s 25 em- 
ployees. ef 





WBTM, Danville: Piedmont-belt 
station’s spotting of high school and 
junior college students on own shows 
is one for the books. Kids have carte 
blanche to do what they will on the 


programs, with no attempts to censor | 


them. 





WLIB, New York: Showed com- 
mendable_ sensitivity to life-and- 
death issues of the day, with im- 
pressive roster of important names, 
politics-wise. 





WWL, New Orleans: With stock 
breeding lagging in Louisiana, WWL 
has been plugging day-in-day-out for 
improvement of livestock in state. 





“Pastor's | 


KSAN,. San Francisco: Station’s 
thrice-weekly auction of articles 
fetched tidy sum of $10,000 to fight 
juvenile delinquency, with Mutual 
Business Club of S. F. enlisted to 
distribute coin in the right places. 





WNEW, New York: Bulova-owned 
indie’s transcribed tolerance spots 
terrific stuff, well produced. Station 
also became a showcase for le jazz 
hot. 





¢paign as result of circus holocaust, 
enlisting support of all civic and 
state agencies; buttressed efforts by 
spurring anti-conflagration work by 
Boy Scouts, school children, etc. 





WOR, New “Yerk: Aggressive, 
stunt-minded WOR tugged hard at 
the promotion-publicity traces dur- 
ing 1946, like the city desk of a 
Hearst paper in the old days. Was 
first in N. Y. to hire Nielsen audi- 
meter. 


KMOX, St. Louis: Station, between 
CBS shows, is projecting itself as a 
voice of agriculture. Broadcast av- 
erage of three farm programs a day 
during 1946—1,100 in the course of 
a year. 





WHBF, Rock Island: Did big sales | 


promotion job themed around its 
four-city market of Rock Island, Mo- 
line, East Moline and Davenport “as 
close together as the boroughs of 
New York.” 





WHEC, Rechester: Turned out a 
mighty useful 
technique for speakers, new actors, 


announcers, etc. 





CICA, Edmonton, Alberta: Daily 
aggie show, “Here Comes the ALC” 
(Alberta Livestock Cooperative’), 
aimed at station’s 5-to-2 ratio rural 
audience. 





WONS, Hartford: Manager Ralph 
Kanna doubles in brass as performer 
and salesman, doing a show from 
his own home with wife and baby 
participating. It’s called “Deep 
Purple.” 


os 


CKNW, New Westminster: Com- 
mercially alert station is setting the 
pace in Canada for block-time op- 
eration. First Canuck station to set 
up block time to index listeners. 





WOW, Omaha: Station’s “Opera- 
tion Big Muddy” 


plans for the Missouri river. 





WSAV, Savannah: Station has 
made a laudable habit of preempting 
good time for public service and re- 
fusing to sell it. 





WHAM, Rochester: Station did a 
bangup job of augmenting its news 
facilities during three-month news- 
paper strike, covering virtually 
everything that would be the prov- 
ince of the press. 





WTAM, Cleveland: Station cooper- 
ated with every organization in 
Cleveland from the Zoological Gar- 
dens to the Jewish Committee for 
Russian Relief. 





WBRC, Birmingham: Promoted 
benefit football game for Cripple 
Children’s Clinic, bringing Bill Stern 
down for play-by-play description, 
which pulled in $100,000 from gate 
receipts and contributions. 





WMOX, Meridian: Another °'46 
baby and quick to take the lead in 
two-way pitch to industrialized and 
agricultural sectors. 





WHBQ, Memphis: With its motto 
“Heeds the Needs of Future Citi- 
zens,” station put on a nicely co- 
ordinated, well-rounded campaign to 
reach, teach and entertain Memphis 
juves. 





WILM, Wilmington: New station 
doing fine work to give Delaware 
city a real local station. Seems to 
be fulfilling purpose for which FCC 
handed out these 250-watt commu- 
nity licenses. 





WTIC, Hartford: Station owned by 
Travelers Insurance Co., pulled out 





al the stops on fire prevention cam- 


+ . | 
handbook on mike | 





WOL, Washington: Reflecting as- 
tuteness of Cowles Bros., station has 
undergone facial uplift in past year 
and has emerged much more alert 
on all fronts, particularly in regard 
to news. 


WGY, Schenectady: Old Graybeard 
among American radio stations. Un- 
der new management of G. Emerson 
| Markham there’s been an increased 
emphasis upon locally-originated 
programs of public interest. 


WIS, Columbia, S. C.: Educational 
program service directed at ‘teen- 
| agers, highlighted by “Youth Speaks” 
| student forum. 


——— 


WGAR, Cleveland: In addition to 
first-rate sports coverage, station 
demonstrated breadth of scope in 
| giving Cleveland CIO 15 minutes 
| weekly to do a series on their work 
|in the community, and also in the 
|WGAR “V for Veterans” series. 
| Other sound local programming in 
“Weapons of Peace” series and “You 
and Your Government.” A many- 
| sided radio_ operation close to the 
| heart of the Cleveland audience. 





show explained | 
Army’s reclamation and flood-control | 


WHCU, Ithaca: “Radio Edition of 
the Weekly” press now has the co- 
operation of 74 local newspapers 
within station coverage area, and 
has stimulated a healthy’ spirit of 
rivalry between the various commu- 
nities for preeminence in democratic 
attainments. 





KMBC, Kansas City: A great ra- 
dio station that doesn’t stint on any- 
thing. Promotionwise, last year, it 
came up with a book, “The First 
Quarter-Century of American Broad- 
casting,” which recounted the great 
deeds of the pioneers and aroused 
in those still living a warm nostal- 
gia for those early and somehow 
carefree days of radio development. 





WN O X, Knoxville: Station's 
“Forum of the Air” was well pre- 
| pared, well publicized and featured 
the best people WNOX could lay its 
hands on. 





—_— -—— 


WHBC, Canton: Promoting the 
theme “Your Good Neighbor,” sta- 
tion adopted a cartoon “Good Neigh- 
bor Mike” and followed the “open 
door” policy with regard to all ef- 
fort in the public good. 





WJLS, Beckley, W. Va.: Local 
beauties made life brighter for re- 
turned veterans in the “Blind Date 
For GI's” show, with sponsor footing 
the bill for dinner, dancing, etc 





KRNT, Des Moines: Pioneering 
television in the farm belt; made 
farmers at State Fair video-con- 
scious with International Harvester 
picking up the tab. 





CKEY, Toronto: Privately-owned 
mapleleaf shot the works for every 
public interest effort that came down 
the pike. And was on the bal! show- 
manwise, giving its public! service 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Special Awards 








JACK BENNY 


Currently in his 15th consecutive year as a net- 
work headliner, the “Kid from Waukegan.” through 
his Sunday night NBC program, perhaps best re- 
flects the development of comedy on the air as we 
know it today. The story of Benny is the story of 
the whole transition in radio comedy programming 
through the years; of a comedian who, thanks to his 
own particular savvy, has grown up with the chang- 
ing techniques.in radio. “Variety” salutes him be- 
cause the program represents the acme in smooth 
cooperation between scripters, production crew and 
cast; because Benny himself has always given full 
credit to these component parts to the degree of 
minimizing his own role; because he has been quick 
to grasp the value of situation comedy as the basic 
concept of his approach to the problem of presenting 
fresh, live programs that consistently pay off in 
laughs, and because he’s in a class by himself when 
it comes to kidding the commercials, as evidenced 
anew this year with his “Sportsmen” quartet. These, 
perhaps, best explain why Benny climaxed a I15- 
year career by bouncing into the No. 1 Hooper spot 
early in the season and has been smack up with 
the Top 15 leaders week in-week out. 





WILLIAM 8S. PALEY 


“Variety” this year presents a special award to 
the Columbia Broadcasting System's Chairman of 
the Board for being foremost among industry leaders 
to invite public criticism and suggestion in a spirit 
of sincere and genuine cooperation. When, last Oc- 
tober, Paley stood before NAB convention in Chicago 
and tossed off his Paley Primer On Programming as 
the most effective means of injecting a constructive 
hypo into the radio pattern and combating the 
wholesale wave of criticism against the medium, it 
represented a courageous step. It was a “let’s-put- 
our-house-in-order” note of caution that would in- 
evitably invite a field day for skeptics unless Paley’s 
own CBS took the initiative and did something about 
it. But perhaps they didn’t reckon on Paley, for 
already a noteworthy chapter has been written into 
the Primer. In a precedent-shattering move, Paley 


‘ is knocking off commercial shows at prime time in 


order to program a series of vital documentaries. 
thus exposing the shows to a potential audience 
numbering in the multi-millions. Further, he is pro- 
moting the improvement of international understand- 
ing by experimenting with new program techniques 
and by injecting a new note of realism in reporting 
the events of the world. 

The presence and continuance of a voice such as 
his, within high places in American broadcasting, is 


essential if radio is to fulfill its brightest promise. To 
thousands of practitioners in radio, in the creative 
and technical fields, the traditions of American radio 
which he most clearly articulates are a source of 
constant and renewing encouragement. 





GOODYEAR RUBBER CO. 


As sponsor of the Sunday evening ABC network 
show, “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” the Goodyear 
Rubber Co. has transcended the role of the everyday 
radio bankroller. For the privilege of paying an an- 
nual time-and-talent cost fee in excess of $750,000 to 
spread the brotherhood-of-man motif that underlies 
these notable Biblical presentations, Goodyear is 
waiving all commercial plugs, content with a mere 
back-and-front identification. As an unselfish en- 
deavor toward utilizing radio in the public interest, 
it's a gesture that well nigh stands alone. For Good- 
year has nothing to gain but the satisfaction derived 
from spreading the gospel of universal brotherhood 
into several million homes weekly; the satisfaction 
of knowing that its money has made possible a 
series of dramatic presentations that integrate into 
the religioso format some vigorous, forceful indict- 
ments of intolerance, prejudice and bigotry. And 
the satisfaction of knowing that it all adds up to 
superlative radio. 





CLIFFORD J. DURR 


Cuifford J. Durr is one of the few Commissioners in 
the history of the FCC who has been able to see the 
woods for the trees. By contrast with the lawyers 
and engineers who have usually been his col- 
leagues, he has insisted that the decisive criterion of 
radio.service is not primarily the coverage pattern, 
the balance sheet, or the subtleties of a practitioner 
before the FCC Bar, but what comes out of the loud- 
speaker: the program. It is preeminently Durr who 
has refused to lend his assent to Commission de- 
cisions which might tend to corrode the foundations 
of a truly free and unmonopolized radio. It is Durr 
who has struck out sharply against inflated sale 
prices for facilities which are primarily the property 
of the public. And finally, it is Durr who has not 


hesitated to state his position publicly and in lucid _ . 


terms, stumping the country from end to end to 
preach the gospel of democracy in radio. 

To the Great Dissenter of the present FCC; the 
guardsman of the American people’s stake in the air 
they nominally own and the most showmanagement- 
minded Commissioner on the FCC, “Variety” ex- 
tends its esteem and its 1946 Award. 
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(Continued from page 36) 
that extra filip that makes it lis- 
tenable. 





WOWO, Fort Wayne: This West- 
inghouse property worked hard to 
be a real “good neighbor” to its au- 
dience by keying in closely with lo- 
cal activities of all kinds. 


KWK, St. Louis: Took a forward- 
moving step to establish a KWK 
creed “to strive to dissipate the dark- 
ness of intolerance and ignorance 
through the advancement of true 
Americanism.” 


i 
} 

WTAR, Norfolk: Still doing a good | 
sports public service job. 








KCKN, Kansas City: Brought busi- 
mess men and civic leaders before | 
the mike as personal participants in | 
community broadcasts. 


WHP, Harrisburg: Station’s new | 
program, “The World’s A Stage’— | 
the show about show business— | 
uniquely integrates the One World | 
idea with a solid showmanship hype. | 








WARD, Johnstown, Pa: Opened | 
Aug. 1, '46, and within short space 
of time had won the accolade of 
“The Friendly Station.” 











ithe coal valleys. 


KOIN, Portland: Excellent well- 
rounded community semice job in 
Portland and surrounding territory. 





WCBS, New York: Station, as 
|/usual, was on the beam on clever 
/ads and promotion, with particular 
lemphasis on switchover from old 
call letters to new. 





#464666 ¢¢6-@ 


Highlights: 1946 Showmanagement Review 








WSAI, Cincinnati: Out on its own | 


at last (without WLW) station fought | 


ihard to win Cincinnati with nightly | 


symphonic music, commentator on | 
local affairs, liberalized policy with | 


: , | 

|regard to discussions, labor, etc. 
| 

} 





WHK, Cleveland: Celebrating its 
25th anni on March 5. “Memo To} 
You” a neat framework for public 
interest promotions of all sorts. 





WGKV, Charlesten: On the ball | 
for business and public interest in 





WLAC, Nashville: Integrating well 


with community life, what with | 
silver cups for public schools on | 
occasion of Tennessee’s 150th an- | 


niversary and close cooperation with | 
civic activities, 





WBRC, Birmingham: Hard at work 
reducing traffic and other accidents. 





WMPS, Memphis: Hep on special 





WAZL, Hazleton: Tackled in seri- | 
ous manner problem of returning 
vets and readjustment to civilian 
life; also put emphasis on sports. 





KQY, Phoenix: Did a boff job on 
juvenile delinquency; with the aid 
of civic and social agencies brought 
about a 20% decline in delinquents. 





WRVA, Richmend: Show-hungry 
Richmond finally had its dreams 
come true when station took over 
the Lyric theatre; changed its name 
to WRVA Theatre, and started book- 
ing Broadway shows into town. 





WWSW, Pittsburgh: Non-partisan 
political broadcasts designed to get 
voters to know candidates better. 





“VGBF, Evansville: When fire 
destroyed the plant of the Mt. 
Vernon Democrat in a neighboring 


city, station sought the paper’s good- | 


will by offering free time to the 
daily to broadcast Mt. Vernon news 
until publication could be resumed. 





KFEL, Denver: Made conscientious 


| LaGuardia passing through town in 
his UNRRA days, Jimmy Doolittle | 


events angle. Did good work in the 
field with wire recorder, catching 


and landing of the Memphis Belle. 





| WPAT, Patersen: Aggressive indie 
keyed carefully to Jersey audience. 
Had mayors of the many Jersey 
communities in state area kick prob- 
lems around. 





} 





| KXOA, Sacramento: Station’s 
Lamplighter Campaign urged house- 
holders to burn their porch lights 
| at night to protect women who 
worked late and came home at late 
‘hours. Result was sharp decrease in 
| mugging, with idea now spreading 
through California. 





WHN, New York: Station’s “Book 
On Trial” continued to carry the 
literary torch, taking up where 
“Author Meets *the Critic” left off 
when latter moved over to another 
Station. 


} 





CIOR, Vanceuver: Really blew the 
lid off last April for inauguration 
}of new 5 kw transmitter, Station’s 
| production manager, Dick Diespec- 





forensic efforts, religion and sports. | ker, a man of considerable talents. 


ooo 


They Also Serve 


SHOWMANAGEMENT entry 
by WPOR, ABC station in Port- 
land, Me., was not based on a 
program, nor a promotion. 
Merely an idea. 

Station sold the renting agent 
of a 14-story Portland business 
(quite a skyscraper for Port- 
land) a daily program to pro- 
mote the businesses located’ in 
that building. 

The businesses got the adver- 


tising free. And the renting 
agent got the good will. solidify- 
ing the building’s position with 
its tenants against the possi- | 
bility of less lush times than 
these. 








WINR, Binghamton: Station did | 
a live job getting employment for | 
veterans. 


WENR, Chicago: At a time (prior 
to Bikini) when there was still a 


cloak of secrecy about Atomic 
energy, station hit hard with its 
four-part series of “Man and the 


Atomic Energy” programs. 


———— 


WNAC, Boston: Station’s Com- 
munity Plan projected ever-closer 
integration with community activity, 
with particular emphasis on educa- 
tion. 





WTMJ, Milwaukee: “Grenadier” 
novelty band used as Station’s pro- 
motion vehicle, with series of per- 
sonal appearances in six key Wis- 
consin cities. 





WQXR, New York: Demonstrated | 
anew that good music builds a 
specific, loyal radio audience all its 
own. 





KLAC, Leos Angeles: Under di- 
rection of sports director Sam 
Balter, ex-commentator, station has 
been swinging the sports circuit. 
Also boasts Al Jarvis, top moolah 
hound in the Coast disk jockey field. 


WIBX, Utica: Fine work in co- 
operation with Red Feather welfare 
agencies. 





WMAS, Springfield: Did yeoman 
work during newspaper strike to 
keep public informed on local, na- 
tional and world news picture. 





WNOC, Norwich: One of the itsie- 
bitsies hatched by the FCC during 
*46. Fighting the anti-radio press by 














KQV, Pittsburgh: Station may 
have something of enduring quality 
in its new “Opinion-Aire,” gimmick, 
which has already been tested via 
Mutual’s “American Forum.” 


WCPO, Cincinnati: Developed 
“Teener Quiz” for local Ford deal- 
ers which turned out to be a red- 
hot show. Tied up good public 
service theme: “Return to School— 
Finish Your Education.” 








WMCA, New York: Was alerted to 
the full meaning of Atomic Energy 


KOA, Denver: Self-styled “Co. 
via its “One World or None” series. 


lossus of the Rockies” has a versa- 
tile performer in Hal Rennolet and 
in general is continuing its sock job 
amid the crags and peaks of the 
Colorado uplands. 








WCAU, Philadelphia: Continued | 
its laudable vocational guidance | 
“Career Forum” project and used | 
its power for good to combat civic | 
ills with “It’s Up To You.” 





WHO, Des Moines: This whopping 
50kw station conducts bigtime op- 
erations in a coverage area which 
blankets a good chunk of territory. 
Work is particularly good on 
conservation. ~ 





WHB, Kansas City: This roistering 
slugger in Kansas City butted ahead 
in 1946 to foree industry and audi- 
ence attention and more than its 
share of new business. Pushing hard 
on the familiar WHB swing-plus- 
sex trade promotion theme, station 
integrated same idea into its audi- 
ence promotion, now publishes a 
lively digest dubbed “Swing.” 


soil 





WTNB, Birmingham: Sports, 
stunts, audience participation, hill- 
billies, interviews, politicans and re- 
motes. 








WING, Dayton: Went to 24-hour 
servce with “Swing With Wing” all- 
night platter show, promoting it 
cleverly. 


CHEF, Granby: This Quebec com- 
munity station, 10 months old, and 
its general manager, Jacques A. 
Thivierge, reflect an optimism and 
faith and a go-ahead spirit remark- 
ably in contrast to the melancholia 
of our soothsaying economists. 





WLW, Cincinnati: Jim Shouse 
again demonstrated his alertness in 
the commercial management field 
by cueing his advertising and sell- 
ing techniques to new and different 
marketing conditions. His Triple-A 
Plan on station promotion aimed at 
audience, agency and advertiser 
could well stand as a model for on- 
the-ball operators. Public service- 
wise, station in °46 sent party to in- 
vestigate and report on famine con- 
ditions in Europe. 





KUOA, Siloam Springs: UN Gen- 
eral Assembly coverage was of top 
calibre, hitting all the high spots 
and human interest as well, via 
daily wire recorded broadcasts. At 
the height of the Smuts argument, 
it snared an Indian labor leader from 
South Africa; a Brazilian journalist 
on the Spanish question, etc. 








WEBR, Buffale: Station's “Stand- 
ing Room Only” show marked an 
eager attempt to develop local live 
programming. 


CKWX, Vancouver: Hard-hitting 
promotion effort for allocation of 
promotion equitable to all programs 
on station. 








WQUA, Moline: New station put 
on “Community Hour” five hours a 
week to probe into all aspects of 
community life. 


KADA, Ada, Okla.: Located in the | 
heart of grazing and stock-breeding 
country—the “Hereford Heaven.” 
They fed a Hereford auction to ABC 
last year in which somebody finally 
paid $51,000 for a Hereford bull 
named “Del Zento.” 





WMBD, Peoria: Has developed 
high regard of obligation to com- 
munity. -When bus operators’ strike 
was ealled in early morning hours 
after newspaper had gone to press, 
station did alert news job with ride- 
sharing advice which otherwise 
might have stymied all business, in- 
dustrial operation for lack of em- 
ployees. 





“KPO, San Francisee: Scored beat 
when they took a mike right into 
Alcatraz for the first time in history 
and interviewed the warden right 
after the famous prison break last 
May. 











KSO, Des Meines: Goes right into | 
public and parochial schools to pro- WCOP, Beston: Station’s “Open 
duce “This Is America” and giving | House,” which attracted 23,000 to 





distribdting its own program listings. 


school kids chance to do a real ra- | new studios on opening day, was an 
dio show. co of sock listener promotion. 





WOR (N.Y.) ‘Reforms’ Ban ‘IRMA’ EYED FOR BORDEN 
Personnel From Outside GINNY SIMMS CBS SPOT 


Activity; Stricter Regime 

Personnel at WOR, N. Y. are vari- 
ously worried or upset over the new 
reform or disciplinary wave that’s 
swept the station. Tightening up of 
rules, surprising new regulations, 
economy drives, etc. indicate a 
stricter regime all the more startling 
because of its suddenness, Changes 
started only after station’s 25th an- 
niversary was passed. 

Since March 3 receptionists have 
been instructed to record “in” and 
“out” for all staff members, a la 
timeclock, with everyone due in at 
9:15, promptly. Memos float through 
the station calling attention to need 
of paring budgets, economizing on 
materials, etc. Last week a memo 
was posted from the Executive Com- 
mittee, stating that hereafter all out- 


There’s a strong likelihood that 
when Borden drops the Ginny 
Simms Friday night show on CBS, 
it will pick up as replacement the 


new Cy Howard situation comedy, 
“My Friend Irma.” At least CBS is 
pitching hard with its house-pack- 
aged comedy and there may be a 
decision shortly. 

Meanwhile it’s a tossup whether 
Young & Rubicam retains the Bor- 
den billings or Kenyon & Eckhardt 
moves in on it. Latter currently 
share Borden billings with the CBS 
“County Fair” show. 

“Irma” is femme-topped by Marie 
Wilson of Ken Murray’s “Blackouts” 
on Coast, and Kathy Lewis, a forth- 
right AFRA actress. 





side activity of staffers would be | ment their WOR incomes. A clerk in 
prohibited, except by special per-|one department is a waiter outside 
mission of department heads, who in| hours; a widowed stenog clerks in a 
turn had to get the committee’s ok.|store weekends for supplemental 
Outside employment which already | income. Point of the ukase is con- 
exists, said the memo, is to be ter-/| fusing to staffers, some thinking it 
minated as soon as possible. jan answer to recent union activity 

Ukase has staffers on all of members, others seeing it as club 





levels 


worried, as several write magazine 
articles, books, columns, make re- 
cordings, or act in shows to supple- 


against those the station doesn’t like 
or to be used as excuse if firing is 
sought. 


Net Rate Hikes 


A hike in network rates to adver- 
tisers is definitely not in the cards 
this year, despite the increasing ten- 
sion around the four webs over re- 
cent cancellations, mounting operat- 
ing costs, etc. . 

NBC had been considering the 
matter of upping its rates for some 
time, and the general impression 
was that if that network took the 
lead the others would fall in. How- 
ever, a committee that had been 
studying the matter, sounding out 
sentiment, etc., has just turned in a 


Nixed, But Def 


— 


U. OF DENVER TO ADD | NBC Takes ‘Ellery Queen’ 
| NEW 4-YR. RADIO COURSE On Summer Sublease Plan; 
Denver, March 11. Sensitive to Criticism 


The Univ. of Denver, which has 
just raised a $2,000,000 expansion, wpRC and American Home Prod- 
fund, will add a new four-year ra- F ; 
dio course at the spring quarter, | Cts Co. have effected something in 
Chancellor Caleb F. Gates said R. | the nature of a compromise on mov- 
Russell Porter, co-ordinator of ra-jing the “Ellery Queen” show over 
dio at the university, had been 
named head of the new department. 
Course will include training in 
announcing, continuity writing, ra- 
dio journalism, radio production, 
radio advertising, radio law, con- 
trol room operation and_ radio 
ma.uagement. There will be oppor- | about spotting a whodunit immedi- 
tunities for specialization in an-/ ately after the Catholic Hour pro- 
nouncing, writing, sales, advertising |gram. Aside from that, the network 


ning NBC slot being vacated June 1 
by Bob Burns. NBC now says “you 
can bring it in strictly as a summer- 
time program, but out it goes in the 
fall.” 

NBC is particularly sensitive 








report pointing out the inadvisabil- | 
ity of upping the rates at this time. | 

Feeling of network brass, it’s 
known, is that any such boost would | 
probably invite a mass exodus of, 
clients to other media, now that the | 
competitive sweepstakes are on in 
earnest. 





MILLS ADDS TO ‘HYMNS’ 
Chicago, March 11. 
General Mills has strengthened 
“Hymns of All Churches” on ABC 





Ey ’ 
tp 


wv 


¥ oe 


with the addition of four singers, | 
bringing the choir up to 10 voices, 


and management. doesn’t relish the thought of expos- 
}ing itself to criticism by taking on 
° (an additional mystery show at a 
Memphis One-Way Blues time when social organizations and 
Memphis, March 11. | other critics of that type program- 
Difficulty of getting both sides of ; ming are letting loose with barrage 
a controversy ethered was illus- | after barrage. 
trated here Saturday (8) when 
WMPS carried ABC's portion of Na- | 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers broad- | LANDAU’S WINS POST 
cast, but went into program of rec- | Newly - revamped indie WINS, 
ord music when time came for CIO; N. Y. has set another department 
to have inning in rebuttal. | head in Irving Landau, who becomes 
Left local impression that there | station’s musical director April 1. 
was only one side to the labor-man-| He succeeds Bert Shefter, who has 
agement fracas. resigned. 
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CO-OP TIME HITS THE BIG 


Boxscore on’47 Casualty List 4-WFR 


Following is the list of shows that have either exited from the 
network sweepstakes since the first of the year or have been put 
on the cancellation list: 

Eddie Bracken. Texaco disappointed with Sunday night CBS show 
and replacing it with Tony Martin-Evelyn Knight musical. 

Bob Burns. American Home Products dropping the comedian June 
1. Keeping NBC Sunday time and putting “Ellery Queen” in spot. 

Joan Davis. Lever Bros, dropping the $17,000 Monday night CBS 
package as “too expensive.” Keeping time but has set $4,500 ceiling 


Cued by the passing of wartime 
gravy-train network shows and re- 
| sulting efforts by the webs to bul- 





for new show. wark revenues against leaner bill- | 
Hildegarde. Campbell Soup replacing its “Campbell Room” with ings, cooperatively sponsored pro- | 


a reprise of the lower-budgeted “Corliss Archer.’ 

“That’s Finnegan.” Household Products Corp. 
and picking up “The Whistler” as replacement. 

“Hollywood Jackpot.” Kenny Delmar’s afternoon CBS strip getting 
the heave-ho from American Home Products. Sponsor relinquishing 
time. 

“Hollyweed Players.” Cresta Blanca has gone out of radio. giving up 
its Wednesday night CBS time franchise. 

“Hollywood Star Time.” Frigidaire has gone cold on pix dramatiza- 
tions and is picking up “Man Called X.” 

“It’s Up Te Youth.” Seventeen mag dropping Mutual program. Also 
giving up time. 

“Maisie.” Eversharp dropping the Ann Sothern show and giving up 
the Friday night CBS period. 

“McGarry and His Mouse.” Monday night Mutual 
dropped by General Foods. Client giving up time. 

Frank Morgan. American Tobacco (Pall Mall) dropping NBC pro- angular fray in the past fortnight 
gram. Retaining time and has bought “Feature Assignment” dramatiza- when CBS unwrapped blueprints to 
tions as replacement give the two webs new competition 

“Pot O’ Gold.” Tums-sponsored show checks out latter part of in this field. This leaves only NBC 
March. Client giving up ABC time. still aloof from this form of  pro- 

“Meet Me At Parky’s.” Old Gold parting company with Parkya- gramming, without any separate co- 
karkas and giving up Sunday night NBC time. |op department and with fewer co- 

Buck Rogers. Another General Foods program (on Mutual) scram- 
ming with time being turned back to network. ago. With its time still well sold 

“Roy Rogers Show.” Miles Labs is joining the exit parade of clients. | the net isn’t bothering to push its 
Giving up NBC time. seven co-ops at all. 

Kate Smith. Singer dropping out of the General Foods roster. Her CBS Affiliates Want ’Em 
~ “roo amram package still for sale. Daytime show goes co-op on CBS, with more time open, — 

“Sparkle Time.” Canada Dry dropping the Meredith Willson CBS | {a4 been getting calls from its 

, ss | affiliates to develop and push co-ops 

musical this month and giving up time. | harder Result. ac a4 id last 

Rudy Vallee. Dropped by Philip Morris and replaced this week by nie sainiaas canon eens — 

: | week, was setting up of a new co- 
Milton Berle. 0 division headed by _ Ralpl 

“Vox Pop.” Lipton Tea is dropping the Parks Johnson CBS show “A , " "7 ; oe 
} nye cage Lee 1 tage A en atcher, under general supervision 
and has picked up “Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts” as replacement. of station relations director J. Kelly 


| Smith. Hatcher, brought in from 


grams are experiencing a comeup- 
pance that’s injecting 
steadily greater prominence in the 
overall programming picture 

With the four 
devoting more 
{ week to these 


dropping CBS show 


Major weds now 
than 40 hours pe 
Syndicated” shows 
and with new programs of this type 
|}in the works which would up their 
| total air time to well over 45 hours 
weekly—heightened competition for 
co-op dollars is definitely looming 

The battle for the multi-million 
dollar co-op biz, mainly a two-way 
, tug between ABC and Mutual up 
to this month, developed into a tri- 


show being 











9 rs « the Central Division where he man- 
5 orta -l0- orta man | aged station relations, will spend 
| several weeks prepping for his new | 


assignment and getting his depart- | 


| ment organized, then hit the road to 
personally push sales. His plans 


May Cue Waring Scramming NBC Show se tata 


» | CBS station in the country. 





Fred Waring is at a stalemate with + 


| Meantime, Nancy Cook rt 

the American Federation of Radio + ’ ,. ;, meantime, wancy LOOK, who 

Ame , Eagle’s Brood’: 6.4 | icarned co-op promotion at ABC. 
Artists in negotiating a new con- (Continued on page 48) 


: CBS’ hour-long documentary, | 
tract and Waring threatens that un- 


TOPS 40 HOURS 
| 


them into/! 


| Ops actually on the air than a year | 


call for him to spend the better part | 


less AFRA sees things his way he 
may be forced to give up his five- 


times-a-week morning show on NBC 


and scram out of radio. 


Meanwhile, in view of the upped | 


costs entailed in keeping his 67- 
piece aggregation together on a sus- 
taining basis (show is enly spon- 
sored two mornings a week), Waring 
has asked NBC to hike his fee. He's 
currently getting $10,000 a week, al- 
though when band airs under spon- 
sorship auspices the Waring cofleys 
are swollen. 


Waring has proposed an amend- | 


ment to AFRA regulations which 
will permit him to pay an annual 
guarantee rate to his singers and 
choral members, who come under 
AFRA jurisdiction. Under such 
terms soloists would get $10,400 a 
year minimum and choral members 
$7,280. However, AFRA has re- 
jected the Waring terms as not par- 


alleling the pay-on-a-daily basis 
formula used for AFRA negotia- 
tions. 


It's Waring’s contention that a 
mortal-to-mortal-day-to-day-25-hour 
week-two-hour-daily-rehearsal for- 
mula works a particular hardship on 
him because of the unusual time 
required for rehearsals; that the 
Waring arrangements some time re- 
quire as many as nine soloists in a 
single half-hour program; that be- 
Cause of the peculiar setup of his 
aggregation, he loses money even 
when sponsored cross-the-board. 

AFRA says it has made plenty 
of concessions to Waring, going so 
far as to equalize his losses; that 
the question of rehearsals has al- 
ways been a sore spot in Waring ne- 
Botiations. 

With American Meat Institute 
Sponsoring Waring two days a week, 
Minnesota Canning Co. picks up the 


tab for a third morning next month, | 
checking out again after four weeks. | 


but returning for 26 weeks in July. 
Meanwhile, NBC is negotiating a 
deal for a fourth morning sponsor 
With likelihood that American Meat 


Institute will close the gap by tak- | 


MZ a third morning. 


“The Eagle’s Brood” for which 


face of 
Crosby 
guest) 
ABC. 

The 64 compares with the 
previously-rated 7.8 for “Holly- 
wood Players” in the 10-10:30 
CBS period and 11.1 for “Info” 
in the 10:30-11 slot. 

Crosby ~ating shot up the 
night “Brood” was on, but that’s 
attributed more to the fact that 
Jolson was doing a_ repeat 
guest shot with the Groaner. 


Indies in Frisco 
Face Shutdown 


San Francisco, March 11. 

Shutdown of the six indie stations 
serving the San Francisco area looms 
as a serious threat following a simul- 
taneous deadlock in negotiations be- 
tween the stations and two unions, 
AFRA and the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. 
has already taken initial steps to- 
wards a walkout by passing a strike 
vote at its membership meeting 
March 6. 

Basic area of disagreement be- 
tween stations and AFRA is latter’s 
demand for staff announcer mini- 
mums ranging from $75 to $90 per 
week, depending upon class of sta- 
tion. Stations have countered with 
a scale from $62.50 to $72. IBEW. 
'covering the studio engineers, also 
have been stymied in reaching agree- 
ment with stations over salary. 


opposition from Bing 
(with Al Jolson as 
and Henry Morgan on 

















Benny Signed for 3 Years 
American Tobacco Co has just 
'signed a new three-year : 
with Jack Benny, as of next fall, for 


alien Y sucky Strike | - 
his Sunday night NEC I y | agency on the Pepsodent account, Is 


chow. The 7 o'clock spot, of course 
i goes with it—it’s Benny s. 


| 





AFRA | 


contract | 


the network knocked “Informa- ° 
tion Please” last Wednesday (5) | ee S lhc 
grabbed a 6.4 Hooperating, in the | 

7 


In Show Shuffles 


Young & Rubicam radio dept. ap- 
pears to be having its troubles these 
days, and there’s an air of tension 
and worry at the agency that seems 
even more pronounced than around 
the networks. It stems, of course, 
from the current overhauling ‘of 
commercial programming, which has 
hit a number of Y&R production 
spots. There are some reports that 
the Y&R personnel is due for a 
shakeup but with the exception of 
the bowout of “Sandy” Stronach, 
who has since moved over to Wm 


Morris agency, as yet there have 
been no changes. 
Y&R billings affected in the 


(Continued on page 48) 


REPRISE TUNESHOWS 


It's the musical shows that are 
getting the summer reprise on com- 
mercial network programming. 

Fred Waring, who was bankrolled 
by Johnson's Wax last summer to 


fill in for Fibber McGee & Molly in | 


the NBC slot, looks set for another 
13-week Tuesday night ride under 
the same auspices. And Brown & 
Williamson (Raleigh) has already 
booked Sigmund Romberg to go in 
for Red Skelton—same as last year 


Chandler Whodunit As 
Bob Hope Summer Sub? 


Replacement for Bob Hope this 
summer may be a whodunit based on 
the Raymond Chandler sleuth, Philip 
Marlowe. It’s a new package, char- 
acter never having been on the air 
before 

Decision by Foote, Cone & Belding. 


expected in a few days. 


TIME 








| Pix Lending Hand 


Washington, March 11 

The film industry is extend- 
ing a helping hand to the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters in 
building a new radio code with 
teeth in it 

Don Petty, NAB 
counsel, arrived in Washington 
Sunday (9) after spending a 
week in Hollywood with Joe 
Breen, who has administered 
the film code for the past 15 
years, first as part of the Hays 
office and now under Eric 
Johnston. Breen, backed up by 
Johnston, invited Petty to come 
to Hollywood to from 
Breen all the headaches that the 


general 


learn 


screen had to face in enforcing 
the code 

Petty said the film code is 
only one of several he has stud- 
ied in detail. It is looked on as 
particularly significant for ra- 
dio, also an entertainment me- 
dium 








Lowell Thomas 


- May Go to ABC 
In CBS Impasse 


Because CBS refuses to give 
| Lowell Thomas the 7 o'clock cross- 
| the-board slot for his upcoming 
Procter & Gamble news program, 
|P & G has taken an option on the 
| 6:45 period five-times-a-week on 
ABC and may move him over. If 
deal goes through, it would also in- 
volve a Coast repeat, with Thomas 
thus exiting his CBS Rocky Moun- 
tain-West Coast program, which has 
already begun. 

That throws the whole. thing 
back in CBS’ lap, with a “take-it-or- 
leave-it” proposition, but from all 
indications CBS won't yield on its 
refusal to give Thomas the 7-7:15 
segment, which would spot him 
back-to-back with Bob Trout’s 
Campbell Soup news program heard 
in the 6:45-7 slot. Campbell Soup 
refuses to put a different type pro- 
gram in the 6:45 period, as P & G 
would like, asserting, in effect, 
“we're very happy with Trout” and 
in recent weeks has backed up its 
faith in Trout by splurging coin 
promotion-wise. 

CBS wouldn't be averse to spot- 
ting Thomas in the 7:15-7:30 time 
now occupied by Jack Smith of 
P & G Oxydol division, but Oxydol 
dealers won't hold still for any such 
move. They want Smith to stay 
| put, 

Meanwhile, NBC has been audi- 








a selection reported as imminent. 


| Thomas switches—either to ABC 


FOR SUMMER FARE 


| or CBS—in the fall. 





Shadow on Coast Airing 
Poses Sponsor Problem 


So far tnere’s been no order to 
| NBC for a “Hit Parade” Coast re- 
peat, with many in the trade won- 
dering whether American Tobacco 
will be happy with a 5 o'clock air- 
ng out west after daylight 
sets in April 27 

“Parade’s” switchover from CBS 
to the 9-9:30 Saturday night segment 
on NBC also means dropping of the 


New . York midnight repeat on 
WCBS. Key CBS outlet in New 
York has been carrying the show 
twice the same night, picking up 


a nice piece of change on the repeat. 

With its abbreviated format from 45 

to 30 minutes, it will mean cutting 
|down on the top tunes of the week 
i from 10 to six or seven. 


} 


| mend 


| 
} 


cone Al ‘Clean Up Air’ Drive Gains Momentum 
In Industry-Wide Reform Powwows; 
Three-Point Uplift Program Set 


+ 


Perhaps at no previous time in 
industry annals has there been such 
far-flung activity aimed at elevating 
the standards of broadcasting... Ad- 
vertisers, the agencies, the networks 
and the small radio stations as repre- 
sented by the National 
Broadcasters are buckling down in 
earnest to tackle the preblem of 
“cleaning up the air” and to give 
radio a stature which it's felt it has 
long needed. 

Particularly within recent weeks 
there’s been a flurry of constructive 
action, as reflected, for example, 
only last week when the Assn. of 
National Advertisers — representing 
the top spenders in radio—resumed 
talks with the presidents of the four 
networks and other web and agency 
execs and came up with a 
point program which may have far- 
reaching repercussions. 

Designed to “improve radio's serv- 
ice to the public,” the advertiser- 
agency-network powwow proposed: 
(1) to inform the broadcasters about 
public attitudes and their obliga- 
tions to serve the public interest 
through improved service to radio 
listeners; (2) to develop and recom- 
standards of practice for 
commercial broadcasting: (3) to 
formulate a program of continuing 
research into public acceptance of 
broadcasting. 

It’s known, for example, that the 


Assn. of 


three- 


|advertisers are concerned over com- 
!mercial abuses on the air; that they 


favor such forward setups as elimi- 


nation of unsavory, tasteless com- 


{mercials and other “plus uglies,” as 
| well as cutting down on chain break 


| 





Saving | 


plugs from 30 seconds to possibly 17 
or 18 seconds, etc. 

The ANA-inspired proposals come 
on the heels of steps already taken 
by the NAB to translate into con- 
crete action the setting up of an 
industry code of standard practices, 
long promised by the official broad- 
caster association, with the Broad- 


icasters’ Advisory Council being set 


up by the admen, agencies and net- 
works designed to implement the 
activity of the NAB. 
Optimistie Note 

On top of this comes a note of op- 
timism as the top brass of NBC em- 
barked this week on a cross-country 
tour (Chicago, Atlanta, Dallas, Los 
Angeles, etc.) for a series of station 
meetings in which chief emphasis 
will be put on programming de- 
signed to tackle community prob- 
lems. NBC chieftains cue their ac- 
tion to the fact that the network, 
now in its 21st year, has “come of 


lage”: that the time has arrived for 


radio to assume its responsibility of 
adulthood; that stations become 
more integrated into the community 


(Continued on page 48) 





Station Sale In 


tioning staff newsmen as a succes- | 
sor to Thomas for Sun Oil Co., with | 


| 


| 


Lucky Strike’s 5 0’Clock 


| of the N.Y. Post, intends doing about 


WLIB Shifts? 


There's mounting speculation 
around Manhattan radio circles as to 
what Dorothy Thackrey, publisher 


her WLIE station. The off-the-cuff 
queries became _ accelerated last 
week when Mrs. Thackrey upped 
her new sales manager, Arthur Si- 
mon, to general manager ° 

Simon was brought in to the sta- 
tion less than a month ago. And with 
Simon taking over it’s reported that 
Mrs. Thackrey is now devoting con- 
siderably less time to the station, 
although a couple months back dur- 
ing the drastic WLIB overhaul she 
stated that henceforth she'd be sit- 
ting right on top of the operation 

Some relidble quarters say that 
Mrs. Thackrey wouldn’t be averse to 
unloading the station “to friends.” 
with a $500,000 figure kicked around. 
Further, it’s reported that the old 
east side (off Third Ave.) church 
recently leased to house the sta- 
tion has contributed to the vexa- 
tions 
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Bulova Delayed Pass Plan on WOV To 
Bro-in-Law Due To Set Fireworks Off 


It looks 


like the WOV (N.Y.)-4 





Arde Bulova fireworks are about to 
pop any minute. Bulova has flatly 
rejected the offer made for purchase 
of the station by attorneys for 
Charles Narins, N. Y. businessman 
and lawyer, and Richard O'Dea, 
stockholder in WOV and WNEW, 
Bulova’s other Manhattan station. 
Instead, the watchmaker-station 
owner. who is confronted with the 
problem of getting rid of one of his 
stations under the FCC duopoly rule, 
has completed negotiations with 
his brother-in-law, Harry Henshel, | 
whereby the latter would take ad 
WOV. 

Henshel filed with the FCC Mon- | 
day (10)—and now the O’De a- | 
Narins counsel will spring into ac- | 





tion. They’ve got a couple aces up| 
their sleeve which they’re keeping | 
under wraps, but which they ac- 


knowledge are calculated to create 
something of an industry tempest. 
Meanwhile tension’ runs pretty high 
between the two factions. 

Bulova said the sale would sep- 


arate ownership of WOV_ and 
WNEW. Taking a page from the 
grief he’s had with disappointed 
buyers, like the Mester brothers, 
Bulova’s contract with Henshel 
specifies in black-and-white that if 
FCC does not approve the sale, 
neither shall have any claims or 
liabilities against the other. The ap- 
plication also points out that the 


sales contract is contingent on a final 
coust disposition of the Mesters’ 
suit to upset an FCC decision that 
they were not qualified to run WOV. 
A New York court recently ruled 
against the Mesters, who are be- 
— ready to go to the Supreme 
ourt for a final ruling. 
Application notes that another suit 
is pending against Bulova, WOV 
stockholder Milton Biow, the 


‘conferring with Gen. 





WODAMM Corp., and Greater New 
York Broadcasting Corp. (WNEW). 
This was filed in 1941 by O'Dea, 


(Continued on page 48) 


Scripters May 
Walk in 2 Wks. 


Chicago, March 11. 


Strike talk is heard among writers 
here, as a consequence of network 
stations ignoring request for discus- 
sions with Radio Writers Guild con- 
eerning salary rates. On Feb. 5, the 
former were asked to meet with lat- 
ter by the 28th, but only one an- 
swered and that reply was described 
as “confusing” by the Guild. Walk- 
outs may start in two weeks. 

Seribblers on the whole are 
steamed up because of indifference, 

ing;. that Chicagoans are The 
poorest paid penmen in country, 
comparatively speaking. They add 
that this applies to all types, free- 
lance,: continuity and news. 

Hot beef is on over the freelanc- 
ers’ stipend. One 15-minute web 
show across the board is being 
rapped out for a century. Fee of 
$20 per program is said to be too 
low for a local cast, let alone a chain 
release. It was estimated the na- 
tional strip shduld pay at least $300 
for five scripts. 

As for continuity and news, 
scribes making less than $50 a week 
note that their meagre cash is much 
lower than dished out in Hollywood 
and New York, yet they are doing 
an equal job’ to those in a similar 
eapacity in either coastal city. 

Sorry reward to freelancers is 
blamed mostly on chiselers. Some 
advertisers are paying plenty for 
writing product, but only a part of 
it, it’s claimed, reaches author. 

In this regard, Orin Tovrov, head 
of the Guild, said that large con- 
cerns are not guilty of mistreating 
writers, but small agencies, local 
stations, and some advertisers are 
not aware of the paramount im- 
portance of scripts. 


NBC Axes Flackery 


San Francisco, March 11, 

NBC has pulled in the purse 
strings here and first to feel it, 
naturally, is the press section. A 
heavy axe has been wielded in the 
= of its overall public re- 
ations setup. 

The publicity, news and special 
events departments have been 
merged, consolidation resulting in the 
elease of several persons, including 

uise Landis, publicity head. 








Buck-Free Benny 
Hollywood, March 11, 


Well may Jack Benny shriek 
“yikes” when he adds up the cost 
of his quartet on March 16 
broadcast. Even though he may 
get them cut-rate because of 
the brief tenure of their visit 
it’ll be no peanut item. “Million 
Dollar Quartet” he calls them, 
the them being Bing Crosby 
Dick Haymes, Andy Russell and 
Dennis Day. 

Last Sunday’s search for a 
double brace of harmonizers to 
“mollify the client” turned up 
“The Beat Up Four,” namely, 
Harry Lang, Arthur Q. Bryan, 
Dick Ryan and Ken Christy, ac- 
tive AFRA actors, who teamed 
up when they heard Benny was 
looking for a cheap quartet. 
The cheapest around and doubt- 
less the worst- 








Denny Flies To 
Japan in May 
For Meetings 


War Department will fly George 
V. Denny, Jr., moderator of “Amer- 
ica’s Town Meeting of the Air,” to 
Japan in May to spend two months 
MacArthur 
and his staff on the devélopment of 
the Town Hall plan as an aid to 
democratization of the Japanese. 

If the War Dept. will let him, 
Denny hopes to stage two trans- 
| Pacific “Town Meeting” broadcasts 
during his stay in Japan, with two 
speakers on each from Tokyo and 
two from San Francisco. Also, the 
Army permitting, the forum expert 
hopes to originate a TM session from 
Honolulu on the topic of statehood 
for Hawaii. 

Denny doesn’t yet know exact ex- 
tent of activities MacArthur will 
want him to undertake, but knows 
the Army last year was sponsoring 
weekly airings via the Japanese 
Broadcasting Corp. of “hoso toron 
kai” (Japanese for “radio debate 
meeting”). Denny last spring sup- 
plied technical info to the Army on 
the staging of such forums. 

If it can be arranged, during his 
visit to the Far East, Denny will 
visit Manila to offer advice to the 
sponsors of “Town Hall Philippines” 
which went on the air last fall via 
the U. S. Army radio. 

During Denny’s. absence, 
moderators including Dr. 
Zeimer, educational director of 
Town Hall, will handle “Town 
Meeting” broadcasts (ABC network, 
Thursdays). Forum is starting its 
annual spring tour next week, orig- 
inating from Washington, March 20; 
Purdue Univ. at Lafayette, Ind., 
March 27; Chicago Civic Opera 
House, April 3; Washington, April 
10; Tulsa, April 17, and Oklahoma 
City, April 24. From latter city 
Denny will go to Coast to take off 
for Tokyo. 

Itinerary from April 24 stand is 
undetermined at moment, except 
that “Meeting” will originate from 
Baltimore May 8 and will tour 
Coast during July and August fol- 
lowing Denny’s return to U. S. 

Denny this week announced he 
had brought William R. Traum from 
Rockford, Ill., where latter did out- 
standing job as promotion manager 
of WROK, to be business manager 
of “Town Meeting” because of the 
forum’s activity as a cooperatively 
sponsored program. As of this week, 
TM has 64 local sponsors, including 
N. Y. Herald Tribune on WJZ, N. Y. 


Ruth Miller to WCAU 


Philadelphia, March 11. 
Mrs. Ruth Weir Miller has re- 
signed her post as first radio assist- 
ant of the Radio Committee of the 
Philadelphia public schools to join 
WCAU as assistant to Robert N. 
Pryor, who has taken over ‘addi- 
tional duties as publicity director in 
addition to being director of adver- 

tising, promotion and education, 
Mrs. Miller will concentrate her 
efforts on education. Miss Patricia 
Curry becomes Pryor’s assistant in 


guest 
Gregor 








publicity and promotion. 
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KLZ’s Chief Newshawk 


EARL McCAIN 


With experienced staff of news- 
men, AP and INS wires, and string | 
of state correspondents, KLZ gives 
Denver region its most conscientious 
news coverage. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


‘New World,’ Others Exit 
WMCA to Make Way 
For Baseball Sked 


With advent of the baseball ai 











son, WMCA, N. Y., which is airing 
the Giants full home-and-away 
schedule, is yanking a flock of pub- 


lic service shows. At the end of 
March, “New World A-Céming,” and 
“Halls of Congress” go off to make 
room for broadcast of the pre-sea- 
son exhibition gamés which the in- 
die is carrying for the first time this 
year. 

At the end of April, when the 
regular season gets under way, “In- 
quiring Parent” and “Adventures 
Into the Mind” will be suspended. 


CUFFO STAR NIX 
‘KICK IN SHINS’ 


Washington, March 11. 


Radio station sales managers are 
plenty griped avout a move by the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers forbidding free broadcast ap- 
pearances of big name stars, NAB 
men said here last week. The ban 
applies to interviews of stars only. 

NAB officials said several protests 
have reached their offices on the 
AMPP ruling. A typical broadcast- 
er’s reaction was published in the 
Association report to members last 
week. 

He wrote NAB: “Hereafter radio 
stations must pay any time they 
want to interview a movie star, re- 
gardless of the number of free 
plugs the movies get in such inter- 
views. Although this will affect our 
program department more _ than 
sales, it ‘burns’ me to think of the 
number of stations that still fall for 
the chisel deals by the movie people 
who ask us to run free platters and 
various other kinds of ‘sustaining 
programs.’ 

“Yet, the movie big shots don’t 
hesitate to kick radio in the shins 
when they find that a few stars have 
been interviewed on the air with- 
out being paid for it!” 


M’w’ kee Journal Expands; 
Buys Second Station 


Chicago, March 11, 

Milftaukee Journal, operator of 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, last week bought 
WSAU, Wausau, Wis., from North- 
ern Broadcasting Co. 

Northern execs, who plan retire- 
ment, selected Journal as buyer from 
among several prospects who had 
been trying to swing deal for many 
months. Application has been made 
to FCC for approval of ownership 
transfer, 











High Court Lea Act 
Hearing Due April 28 


Washington, March 11. 

Oral argument on the constitu- 
tionality of the Lea Act will come 
before the Supreme Court April 28, 
it was learned this week. Union’s 
case is being handled by AFL gen- 
eral counsel Joseph Padway, but 
Justice Dept. has still not assigned 
counsel to the case here. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Fred Hartley 
(R., N. J.), chairman of House Com- 
mittee on Labor, said the commit- 
tee may defer testimony from James 
C. Petrillo until the Lea Act is ar- 
gued before the high court. Should 
Petrillo try to avoid testifying, how- 
ever, he will be served with a sub- 
poena, 














GE Offers Schools Cheap, Midget 
FM—To Keep ‘Em Off Com] Toes 





CBS Building Dept. 


In Wholesale Shifts 


CBS has reshuffled its construc- 
tion and building operations depart- 
ment, shifting its building operations 
activities to a newly-created division 
and leaving the original department 
to concentrate on the net’s postwar 
construction projects. 


Under new setup, C. R. Jacobs, 
formerly acting head of the C&BO 
department, becomes director of 
construction, with I. S. Becker, for- 


as associate 
Henry Gross- 
technical opera- 


merly assistant director, 
director of operations. 
man, director of 
tions, becomes assistant director of 
operations, supervising the newly 
created division as well as techni- 
cal operations. Walter R. Pierson, 
manager of sound effects division, 
moves over as building operations 
manager, and Davidson Vorhes steps 
up from assistant manager to man- 
ager of the sound effects division. 


BMI Prexy Post 
Goes Begging As 
Porter Deal Fades 


The $35,000-a-year post of prexy of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., appears to be 
going a-begging. The prospects of 
Paul Porter, ex-FCC chairman and 
OPA administrator, accepting the 
BMI job has practically faded away. 
They say that Porter didn’t want it 
under conditions laid down by the 
BMI board and the latter wouldn’t 
accept Porter under the terms he 
proposed. Porter reportedly wanted 
an arrangement whereby he could 
also occupy himself with outside en- 
gagements on behalf of President 
Truman, etc. He’s currently in 
Greece on his Governmental mission. 

The BMI is anxious to get rolling 
on a new prexy. Its contract expires 
at the seme time with ASCAP, but it 
wants to complete its negotiations in 
advance of ASCAP, primarily to let 
the latter know that they'll still be in 
business in competition with ASCAP. 

‘There’s one report that the BMI 
board committee entrusted with the 
task of finding a president has prof- 
ferred it to Paul W. Morency, gen. 
mgr. of WTIC in Hartford, who has 
been closely identified with BMI 
since its inception. Whether or not 
Morency wants the post is another 
story. 
was projected prominently into the 
limelight a couple of years back as 
a candidate for the post of NAB 
prexy, but at that time he preferred 
to comtinue with the 50,000-watt Con- 
necticut operation. 


WJZ to ‘X-Ray’ N.Y. Public 
School System in New 
Extended Drama Program 


Launching a new weekly series, 
“Your Children and Your Schools,” 
WJZ (N.Y.) will inaugurate the first 
objective treatment of the N. Y. 
public schools undertaken by radio 
Saturday, March 22. Series will be 
based on original research by the 
Publie Education Assn. 

Presented by WJZ and the PEA, 
the 15-minute program will drama- 
tize publie school problems and pre- 
sent interviews with parents, stu- 
dents and educators. 

Describing the extended series, 
Robert Saudok, WJZ-ABC’s director 
of public affairs, stated: “It is in the 
interest of all citizens for WJZ and 
PEA to present a thorough-going 
X-ray examination of the largest 
publie school system in America so 
that the city’s population will be able 
to evaluate its educational efforts for 
the sake of improving the system for 
our future American citizens.” 














Hint Hunt’s Audience Hunt 


Chicago, March 11. 
In order to build interéSt, CBS’ 
“Hint Hunt” will take to the road, 
visiting all parts of the country. 
First stop will be Worcester, on 
March 17, followed by Hartford on 
the 24th. 


Many other towne lined up. 





It’s recalled that his name- 


| Radio Workshops” 





Washington, March 11, 

A plan to hypo educational broad. 
casting by outfitting educators with 
low - powered, midget-sized FM 
transmitters at a fourth the price 
paid for regular FM installations has 
been laid before FCC by officfals 
of the General: Electric Co., it was 
learned here this week. The pro- 
posal, according to its sponsors at 
GE, has the added merit of cutting 
the coverage of non-commercial FM 
stations to the point where they 
won’t be competing with commer. 
cial broadcasters—who, at the mo- 
ment, aren’t looking too kindly on 
new competition from  whateve 
source. 

In brief, GE proposes that educa- 
tors operate smaller “campus FM 
stations” in conjunction with “School 
rather than wait 
months or years for the $20-25,000 
necessary to put up a full-blown 
250-watt FM station. Instead of try- 
ing to get fifty-mile-or-more cover- 
age possible with a 250-watter. GE 
recommends that schools content 
themselves with buying a ‘modu- 
lator section of the FM line” for 
$4-5,000. This is strong enough to 
cover a five-to- eight - mile radius 
from the school studios, but means 
that the educators would have to 
junk any ambitious plans for state- 
wide FM networks for the time be- 
ing. Later on, when they have more 
funds and more savvy in radio 
techniques, GE recommends they 
merely add amplifiers to their low- 
powered units and increase their 
poWer and coverage to compete with 
commercial operators. 

Power of 2.5 Watts 

Midget-sized FM unit which GE 
hopes to market to schools will have 
a power of only 2.5 watts. FCC's 
standards of good engineering prac- 
tice for non-commercial FM stations 
require a minimum power of 250 
watts, which means that should the 
Commission go for the GE plan, it 
would have to amend its rules. 

GE officials laid their blueprint 
for school broadcasting before a 
committee of FCC’ers last month and 
said they were going to test out the 
idea on some of the would-be school 


(Continued on page 44) 


CBS Is Also In 
Packaging Biz 


Like NBC, which is romancing 
agencies with 30 of its own pack- 
age shows, CBS has a flock of ’em, 
too, which it hopes to channel into 
commercial avenues. These include 
shows that are already plattered 
and up for sale and others that are 
currently being aired on a sustain- 
ing basis, 

Plattered shows (which have not 
hit the air as yet) include the 
Marie Wilson-Kathy Lewis half- 
hour situation comedy, “My Friend 
Irma,” developed by the CBS Coast 
staff; a 15-minute song program 
built around Harold Arlen; “Time to 
Remember,” a 15-minute cross-the- 
board show with Milton Bacon; a 
new “Goldbergs” series by Gertrude 
Berg aimed at once-weekly half- 
nour slotting daytime or nighttime; 
“Counsellor-at-Large,” 15-minute 
cross-the-board daytime serial writ- 
ten by Johanna DeWitt, ex-member 
of CBS program writing division, 
and a reprise of “Hawk Larabee” 
and “Theatre of Romance,” both of 
which had previously been aired. 

The CBS-built “Arthur Godfrey’s 
Talent Scout” show has just been 
sold to Lipton Tea. The web is also 
peddling such sustainers as “Once 
Upon a Tune,” currently occupying 
the Columbia Workshop niche; 
“Give and Take,” “Oklahoma 
Roundup,” “Sweeney and March,” 
the John Gueldel package “House 
Party” now on a co-op basis, “Win- 
ner Take All,” “Bouquet for You” 
and the Philadelphia Orchestra. 


‘Digest’ To Go Streamline 
Sans Stars for Summer 


When Hallmark's “Radio Reader's 
Digest” goes off this summer, it will 
probably be replaced by a stream- 
lined similar-type “Digest” show. 
However, it'll be sans stars to bring 
it in under the summertime budget 
limitations. 

Foote, Cone and Belding agency is 
currently mulling the replacement 
format. 
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KOV i in Pittsburgh Smokes Out 
Planned Parenthood Controversy 


Pittsburgh, March 11. ¢ 
Hush hush topic of birth control | , ; 
st Friday night ; 
had a public airing last N | H b & M 
(7) in Pittsburgh, when KQV threw ; ow S$ Mer agg 
the question of planned parenthood | New York may get a Broadway | 
into the ring with two controversial | Version of Tom Brenneman’s “Break- 


1 
| 
| 








programs provoking almost 3,000 | fast in Hollywood” with Maggi Me- 
listeners to telephone their votes on } Nellis nd Herb Sherdon confer- 
the question, “Do you favor planned | enciering a incheon show at the 
parenthood,” by way of Opinionaire, | Latin Quarte: Progran to be 
radio poll inaugurated by KQV 26 called “Luncheon..With Herb and 
weeks ago Maggi” ts slated to have an audition 


lin a bold strike which defied the | tonight (Wednesday) at WNBC, and 
usual timidity of radio, KQV madejif picked p by station will be 
pirth control the subject of active | staged on a Monday through Friday 
public controversy during the two! basis for a half-hour starting 12:30. 
half-hour programs. Plan is to open Latin Quarter for 


From 8:30 until 11:10, the station | luncheon from 12 to 2 
was flooded with local and long dis- | popspriced dish 
tance telephone calls and telegrams 
Telephone company reported an ad- 
ditional 5,401 couldn’t get through | 


because of busy signals. FCC * 

The quest of planned parenthood | Greenli ht 
was introduced to Pittsburgh | 9 S 
through a campaign launched earlie1 
in Mareh by a local organization 
Only one othe~ Pittsburgh station 
gave the campaign time on the air, 
and even then future. broadcast time 
promised to the organization was 
yanked because of public pressure. 

When KQV program director Ben 
Kirk offered to air the sub- | 
ject both sides seized their oppor- | 
tunity. Last Friday night, Mrs. Jo-| FCC gave the greenlight to 10 of | 
seph Shuman, le pd of the local 111 bidders for Chicago FM stations | 
planned parenthood committee, was | yesterday (10) aye ; 
put on the spot by four men, a doc- a By page 2 Fone goer Ponce 
tor, 3 eleer and two newspaper to meet the needs of the listening 
men who fired unrehearsed and ae) tia 8 a aaa gh . 

A public in the Chicago area. 
spontaneous questions at her for half a 1 
an hour. On the spot moderator Bill In a proposed finding, commission 
Burns, allowed all participants to okayed permits. for Amalgamated | 
light into the controversy. Broadcasting System (CIO): Bala- | 

Long taboo, subjects like contra- ban & Katz ‘(Paramount subsidiary, ! 
ception, sterilization, and rhythm| licensee of WBKB tele station); 
system came in for heated discus- | Chicago Federation of Labor 
sion, Later that evening at 10:30| (‘WCFL); Drovers Journal Publish- 
Opinionaire, which was developed | ing Co. (WAAF); UAW-CIO Broad- 
and is broadcast. weekly by KQV/| casting Corp.; WMAQ-NBC; WGES; 
under the supervision of Doctor| WJJD, Inc.; WENR-ABC and WSBC. 
Arthur L. Rayhawk, research expert, | Three of the 10 are unions, two are 
went into action. Opinions from the! foreign language. Only newcomers 
Man in the street, preliminary re-| to radio are the two CIO permittees. 
ports of the telephone voting and Comm. Clifford J. Durr dessented 
transcribed portions of on the spot} with the FCC majority and | 
were broadcast during the half-hour|held some of the 10 winners} 
Opinionaire. At f1:15, Dr. Rayhawk | should have been turned down. 
reported that of the 3,000 calls, 76% | He did not specify which but an- 
were from women, with 80% of the nounced he would release a sepa- 
total against planned parenthood, | 
20° in favor. 

As a result of these two programs 
letters have swamped the station 
commending KQV’s courage. Re- 
ports that announcements were made 
in churches, and religious guilds to 
Stimulate votes, have persuaded 
Pete Wasser, veepee and general 
Manager of station, to repeat the 
performance in several weeks. This 
po ype parenthood supporters | recordings and transcriptions and 
in the drivers’ wk ge hn ; mrtg the devotion of considerable time to 
tions at one of their a oo the broadcasting of horseracing 1n- 

Pittsburgh Sun-T loaes h, news- formation. : 
paper affiliated with rival’ aadee WAIT. is 84% conpenere. sh i 

’ ? mission also pointed to a contract 


Save it a full col : Tinea 
pao meee Suva the station has with the Christian 


vie | Catholic Church of Zion which holds | 

| five hours of time a week. FCC said | 

24 Press Agents Put To this is the reason WAIT is on tem- 

W k M porary license but the FM request | 
ork on Martin Block’s 


is being turned down solely on pro- 
Jock Preem on KFWB 


} 

| 

gram counts. | 

Hollywood, March 11. | 


serving a 
to entice the femme 
| shopping and tourist trade. 


| 


10 Chi FM Bids: | 
WAIT Loses Out’ 


Washington, March 11. 


rate memo opinion later on. 

In turning down WAIT on FM, 
FCC said: “This applicant proposes 
to duplicate completely the a.m. 
program schedule of WAIT, which 
schedule indicates a high percentage 
of commercialization, almost no 
sustaining public service programs, 
‘no sustaining religious broadcasts, a 
minimum of local, live programs, 
with accompanying excessive use of 








finding by the Justice Dept. in its 


Grant to Balaban & Katz was 
There : J 
oS Seen Saw it peers pending anti-trust sul it against Para- 


made contingent on a favorable 
ity. Warners’ KFWB has hired 24 | 


press agents to herald the premiere i} mount for alleged attempts to mo- 
ress agent: i Stone isi atents. 
_ Martin Block on the station, June ae aictan’ “eaiaail out that 
- And that isn’t ¢ n addition oh vy 7 -eatment | 
to the 24 p.a Ferblhent Lod of Sei | WAAF escaped the same treatment | 

: a, S, nth v y ts racing pro- 
until forming their Hollywood Asso- | poh dig re gp tne ah religion | 
Ciates group, Block will have the | 8rams: erally revamping its pro- | 
Support of station staff p.a., Irving | and gene a t tl : time its FM bid |} 
Hamblin. Topping that, the Lock- | ®'@’” ~~ ira AFI , Chicago station 
wood & Shackleford Agency will sha peel kona ‘bee n ruled out, it | 
handle all advertising and the Mike | would also ha ’ 


was indicated, had it not changed its 


Shore-Ber 
? ( spon- tal . " ° 
n Reyes office ‘(respo policy to permit broadcast of pub 


sible for “Mad Man” Muntz) will 
handle exploitation and promotion. 
Deal was worked by Shore-Reyes, |“ vy 

Which helped p.a.’s organize their | m@nasem aa 
group, with station manager, Harry : 

Maizlish. They get a flat fee for the 
two-month campaign, in addition to | 
Office space on the KFWB lot. for 


lic discussion programs and — 
ions at variance with those of the 


CHURCH MILITANT 


latine dpcioned to stimulate con- 
Metly ‘original home of Warner} Platter desis! "Tni Lutheran | 
try n t a Luu a 
Bros. Studios and where there is am- | tribution [0 per by Everett 
Ple space, Phones. desks, etc., are; Churches has Deen ou eee 


yal Division farm 


eing inctalle eemntv | Mitchell. NBC Cent . 
& installed in one of “empt! cultural direc- } 


; ntato and agri 
Studios and boys get to work this | commentator ane 
week. ; tor. 


ltion. “Of course,” 


Chicago, Marc! 11. |e 
i jogs 


}may not have increased anybody's 
« , 7 


__ + 


OO MEMBER OEE 
SALUTARY EFFECT 


Washington, March 11. 


Five out of six FCC commission- } 


ers are outspoken in their belief 


that the Blue Book has had a defi- | 


nite salutary effect on the’ radio 

program listene now nes The 
I—FCC Cc sionel FE K 

Jett— lid ne pe ¢ id yt 18) 

erved. any change vhnateve l 

overall programming that could be 

ttributed FC( 3 

Se Ice repo 

Reaction of FCC embe} ex 


{cept Chairman Charles R. Denny 


vas polled here last week 
Declared FCC Commissione1 Ray 
C. Wakefield: “The Blue Book hz 


already accomplished much of 
purpose in raising the level of 
gramming and checking excess com- 
mercialism and it will accomplish 


more Its results should be 


pro- 


meas- 


ired in this light a ot tl 


‘ms ) 


< re) 


¢ lmMpe) 2 tations ne ] 


‘_We’ll Continue’ 


Washington, March 11, 

The first birthday of FCC's 
Blue Book passed almost un- 
noticed here by radio and gov- 
ernment men last Friday (7) but 
FCC chairman Charles R. Denny 
commemorated the anniversary 
in a short statement to Variety. 

Declared the FCC chairman: 
“During the first fear the Blue 
Book has proved to be the most 
salutary document on broadcast- 
ing ever published. It has given 
broadcasters a clear outline of 
their responsibilities to the pub- 
lic, with facts which they need 
for an intelligent understanding 
of what they have a right to ex- 
pect of the men who are acting 
as trustees of publicly owned 
channels. 

“The Blue Book has aroused 
the liveliest and best informed 
waves of discussion of broad- 
casting ever witnessed in this 
country. 

“The Commission, of course, 
will continue to be guided by 
the principles set forth in the 
Blue Book.” 








cense renewals have been set for 


| hearing.” 


Commissioner Paul C. Walker put 
in another plug for the report: “The 
broadeasters themselves,’ he _ said, 
“will testify to changes they have 
made in their program, formats 
since publication of the Blue Book. 
It has definitely had a stimulating 
effect on public service programs 


and public service responsibilities | 
throughout the} 


of broadcasters 
country.” 
Commissioner 


Rosel Hyde told 


Vaniety he believes the Blue Book | 


“has stimulated but not revolution- 
ized” radio program standards. mat 
has.” he concluded, “undoubtedly | 
been responsible for airing of more 
public service programs and the 
greater percentage of local, live 
broadcasts now on 

FCC member Clifford J. Durr, 
whose name has always been closely | 
associated with the Blue _ Book, 
made a tongue-in-cheek reply. Durr 
said he had noticed a swing far the 
better in some of the radio station 
logs which had come to his atten- 
he said, “I can't 
say personally this is the result of 
the Blue Book. It may be, as some 
station owners have pointed out, 
that their good men are now back 
from the wars and doing a better 


h P - 
ne ail 


| job than the chaps who were in 


charge during the war years.” 

Durr was less sanguine about the 
permanent” effects of the Blue 
Book. When quizzed about a charge 


lthat FCC had not revoked any Sta- 


tion's licenses and was therefore 


‘bleaching’ its Blue Book, Durr 


said merely: “The record speaks for 
ose =e . 
tself.” 
FCC staffers. who have made a 
ireer of perusing tations program 


i 
>} ; 
point out that the Blue Book 


Hooper and may not nave resulted 


tin better Jistening. But, they insist 


has meant that more local, live 


il 


(Continued on page 51) 


GOOD 


The Ladies—God Bless Em—Hold 
Radio Roundup and Find the Air Good 


Distaff side of broadcasting had a 
big weekend in New York. It had a 








Sustaining Comm’Is)—o* 
| Dallas, March 11 sew 


grave moments and many gay 
} 


inging commercials have _ |ones. It was cajoled and counseled, 
found a friend! Lee Segall likes kidded and kudosed. It displayed the 
‘ ost yf then } ‘ cl . . 
i i } ite t | Ie) ) ad ¢ eC) ed ; é 
‘ nu Ls new Stations 
1 > , . jiatest se ous con rns th é 
KIXL and KIXL-FM on the ait ver ——— o> ee oe 
ere n about six week he’s ine world. It was the fourth annual 
oO to se aside 15 ites conclave of the National A f 
i ol i Wied S Bro: ‘asters irtrculate 1 
e < Cl als \ f Wo é B ad ¢ 
Pro ] S firely 
F ist ¢ . N thing ol rhe ry-Snal } ~ 
Varoiea pro Di t no 
. | ‘ ] yy) , , ‘ 
( ge to the sponsor—only re- port transpired in the sessions, which 
quirement being that the s.c.’s vound up Sun. (9). But the occasion 
conform to good taste. Listene: served once again to give the girls 
1! be invited to report which an opportunity to survey their ad- 
vances and obligations in broadcast- 


commercials they like most 


ig, to exchange notes on the jobs 
hey do, and to hear eminent out- 
siders tell what they think about ra- 


Clears Appeal | 'seisit"somen'in ai 


| It must be said that the ‘ natri- 


re} of the mic ophone they 
} re dubbed a pre-conventio 
I rail 5 | Radio Executives Club skit paid 


; much more serious attention to the 





al 


trade-talk sessions than do their mal 


io pte igy at NAB outings. The 
0 ay Imers : are good listeners as well as 


gabbers 


Washington, March 11. In resolutions adopted in their 

On the theory that if FCC won't | closing session, the women broad- 

| halt licensing of daytime stations on | Casters pledged support of the United 
the favored clear channels the courts | Nations and deplored “the present 
can at least delay such grants, a half- | wave of criticism-leveled at Amer- 
dozen of the bigtime operators are ican radio,” declaring that a major- 


now in the process of appealing re- ,ity of U.S. listeners are aware of 
} 7 a] . ‘ - J 

|} cent FCC station grants to the U.S the great benefits derived from the 
|}court of appeals for the District of ; American system of broadcasting as 


| 

|Columbia. -@ supported by free enterprise.” The 
The court will hear Thursday (13) +} women agreed, however, to give 
| protest from station WJR, Detroit,| “serious and due consideration (to 
| against FCC grant of a daytime sta- | criticism by) a constructive 
{tion in Tarboro, N. C., on the WJR | ulate minority” of listeners. 
wavelength, 760 ke. The Detroit} WJZ's Alma Kitchell, president of 
| station earlier filed a similar appeal | | AWB, and Dorothy Lewis, NAB co- 
| against FCC’s approval of another | ordinator of listener activity, guided 
daytime operation in Clanton, Ala. | the nearly 700 radiowomen attending 
| The clears’ gripe is that the day- | through the three-day schedule. H.q. 
| time stations will cut into their serv- | was the Roosevelt hotel. Theme: 
|ice in the hours around sunrise and |“ Phe Woman Broadcaster Looks 
sunset and may preclude the domi- | Anead.” 


artic- 


lnant stations from ever getting the | 

Bex. , : aa Looking ahead > fe ss hear 

|750 kilowatts power which they are | ea we ym ow — a rd 
° ° . pa speakers “0e } eac > - 

|seeking. The big stations want FCC | “P*?* ee $0. Senn Comat 


to hold off such grants until conelu- Sacre. ty reign ~. oh nag Pe neiry a 
| sion of the clear channel hearing but Mee eee ® support the snited nt 
'since FCC has already twice turned tions, to air more educational and 
| down petitions to this effect, the inspirational programs, to uplift the 
| clears are going to court: to require | housewife’s status, ete. They heard, 
the commission to hold hearings be- | [0m J. R. Poppele, Television Broad- 
fore cutting the little stations in on | casters Assn. prexy, of many new op- 
the favored channels | portunities awaiting them in video: 
« a. a6 oa 

WGN, Chicago, last week filed suit | A pretty face on a television screen 
against an FCC grant without hear- | is much .more appealing to a tele- 
ing to Radio Virginia, Inc., Rich- | Viewer than a mustachioed romeo 
gZ ' ? ge Bs 
mond, for a one-kilowatt daytime | with a soft voice. 
operation on the WGN _ channel. | 
WSM, Nashville; WLW, Cincinnati | 
| and WHAS, Louisville, ak pr gen Dewey, speaking via phone from Al- 
to file similar court appeals to force | ,any warn broadcasters to look out 


FCC to accept testimony on inter- for groups “who want to take over 


; radio and manipulate it for political 

and economic purposes” and who 
would put “the iron curtain of gov- 
ernment control over what our peo- 
j;ple shall hear through the air.” 
NAB’s executive vice-president A, D 
| (Jess) Willard, Jr., speaking in per- 
son, joined Dewey in defending the 
her sianp system of broadcasting 





Dewey's Warning 
They heard N. Y.’s Gov. Thomas E. 


| ference caused by recent grants to 
wee-watters. These appeals must be 
filed within the next 20 days. 

Meanwhile, however, if the D. C. 
court of appeals acts favorably on 
the WJR request, the other clear 
channel suits can be dismissed, since 
FCC would have a precedent on fu- 
ture grants 


ST eer ere wasn't anybody who didn’ 
a... radio did a lot of good. Or any- 
body who didn. t think radio could be 


NETS LEVEL OFFERS FOR 
MUSIKERS’ PAY WRRES | Curis secure cctous acces, 


Hollywood, March 11. dio Serves the Public” panel, be- 
After upping their counter offers + lieved the public, “like a child, for- 
‘twice. the networks here stiffened in , ets what is being done for it.” The 
their attitude to the musicians ugjon | Criticisms, she said, “are really based 
and flatly rejected Local 47's con- | 0" flattery and appreciation.” She 
tinued insistence on a 33's" pay urged the women, however, to dispel 
‘hike for commercial cleffers and the | the notion that public service pro- 
union’s demand for a two week paid | 8rams “are inherently dull,” but she 
vacation for staffers. As the matter Warned ag sainst letting them “be han- 
now stands the nets appear adamant dled by the amateur, the bigot or the 
in countering with 25°, for commer- humorless person.” 
cials and 15‘. for staff. Between sessions the energetic la- 
Previously last week the union's | dies of the airlanes breakfasted wit 
board rejected the foregoing net | the American Soap & Glycerine Pro- 
proposals and sent negotiators back | ducers, went to theatre as guests of 
with renewed demands for 33'5°%.| J. Walter Thompson, were wined by 
id the alternate proposal on staff- | all four major networks, the Grocery 
ers of 15° with the vacation of | Manufacturers of America, Matcha- 
20°% without it. However, they were | belli Perfumes, the Millinery Fashion 
met with equally stiff front from} Bureau, the N. Y. Dress Institute, and 
the nets and are now again taking | the Greeting Card Industry, among 
the matter under advisement. It's| @thers: had tea with the American 
possible that a special board session’ Women’s Voluntary Services, and 
iwill be held this week on impasse. | toured UN at Lake Success. 
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$1,000,000 Billings on Tap For Radio 
Lux's 1947 French Programming 


Radio Luxembourg—with its post- + 


war reins back in private hands 
(Compagnie Luxembourgeoise de 
Radiodiffusion)—started its French 
commercial programming schedule 
Jan. 1, 46, and did $200,000 business 
on French programs during the 


year In 1947 it expects to do 
$1,000.000 biz on the French side 
alone. This is only half its time 


available, other half of Radio Lux’s 
programming being in English. 
Company, according to Louis Mer- 
lin. prez of Informations Et Publi 
cite. which handles Radio Lux sales 
and programming, had 10 French 
sponsors its first month, and now has 
45 Billings now run $50,000 a 


month Station has one full-houwr 
sponsored program in Cadoricin’s 
‘Brilliantine) variety show “Pele- 
Mele.” which was the top program 


on the non-commercial French radio 
network before Radio Lux took it 
away. Show costs $3,000 weekly for 
time and talent. 

Coca-Cola has a half-hour week- 
lv music show, as well as one-min- 
ute news headline spots twice daily. 
Longines has its Symphonette pro- 
as the U. S. program 
(transcribed) with French an- 
nouncements subbed, this being first 
time an American show is used 
commercially same as here. Other 
important sponsors include Mar- 
garine Solo (Lever); Imedia Oreal; 
Kleber Colombes (Goodrich), with 
a half-hour quiz; Les Trois Suisses, 
ditto quiz; and Roja, which plans a 
half-hour show starring Maurice 
Chevalier in October. 

Paramount, RKO and French film 
companies take 10-week or shorter 
periods on the French side to plug 
new pix with programs of excerpts 
from thése pix. 

Merlin, who arrived in N. Y. last 
week for a fortnight of confabs with 
his U. S. rep Guy Bolam, revealed 
that Radio Lux’s French evening 
time is all sewed up, but some time 
is available during morning and 
noon sessions. The 200,000 watt 
station, most powerful commercial 
outlet in the world, blankets 82% of 
all radio homes in Europe within its 
primary area (600 miles). Its eve- 
ning weekday programs are in 
French. Sunday afternoon and 
evening programs are in English, to 
catch the audience to whom the 
serious BBC Sabbath programs don't 
appeal. 

English Programs Sustaining 

English commercial programming, 
Merlin admitted, presents a prob- 
lem. With the exception of two 
British sponsors picked up since 
October, all English programs are 
sustainers. British advertisers can’t 
export sterling, so they can’t buy 
time. The exchange control situa- 
tion has made it impossible for 
Radio Lux’s prewar British adver- 
tisers to return. The two exceptions 
—Propax, a patent medicine, and 
William Hill, football pool traders— 
are buying time through a devious 
continental tieup). A further com- 
plication is the fact that British 
commodities are tightly rationed, 
which also militates against adver- 
tising. 

But because 65% of products sold 
in prewar Britain were made, 
owned or otherwise connected with 
U. S. firms, Merlin believes that 
American organizations have a big 
s ake in continuing to advertise in 
the British market, in order to keep 
their brand names alive until prod- 
uct eases. His U. S. visit is un- 
doubtedly tied up with idea of im- 
pressing U. S. producers and their 
ad agencies with need of keeping in- 
Stitutional and similar advertising 
alive in a market of 49,000,000 peo- 
ple. 

Coca-Cola, now buying time on 
French programs, he pointed out, has 
nothing to self in France, due to 
sugar lack, Yet it’s been advertising 
four a year, to create goodwill. It’s 
beginning to pay off, according to 
Merlin, since Coca-Cola is starting to 
sell again Belgium, where sugar 
is available. 

Interesting 
Sponsors, said 
change of type. 


same 


gram, 


point about postwar 
Merlin, was their 
Biggest prewar ad- 








| four years in 


Chi’s Man-of-All-Work 


Chicago, March 11, 
Myron Wallace is taking part in 
22 shows weekly, all acquired in the 
brief span of one year. His chores 
include everything from announcer, 
interviewer, newscaster, narrator to 
actor. 
Before the war, 
radio. 
two-year stint in 


Wallace put in 
Then, after a 
the Navy, he re- 


| entered the field to grab the record 


iin the radio 


|script typists, $26 to $34, and mail 


for numerous roles. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jack Parr mentioned as possible summer replacement for Dennis Day's 
show for Colgate... .Election of Joe Ream as exec veepee of CBS has cued 
the old bromide, “It couldn’t happen to a niger guy,” but the boys really 
mean it.,,.Margaret MacDonald and Jack Orrison added to cast of 
“Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters”’....Ann Burr and Grant Gordon 
join “Lora Lawton” players...,John Raby new to “Rose of My Dreams” 
....Mason Candy Products, Brooklyn, has Preview Records cutting series 
of kiddie disks with commercial pitch at the end. Albums of platters will 
be distributed as merchandising gimmick in cities where product is sold 
....Marion A. Parham has moved from Kenyon & Eckhardt, where she was 
a spot radio time buyer, to Audience Surveys, Inc. 
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CBS, Collarites 
Sign Wage Pact 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Concluding five months of nego- 
tiations on March 6, CBS here and 
the Office Employees International 
Union signed a new wage agreement 
affecting white collar workers. 
Ticket is, in effect, the union’s first 
with any network and the only one 
industry here, Last 
year it assumed the two-year ticket 
formerly held by the Screen Office 
Employees Guild but insisted on re- 
opening “poor” agreement on the 
basis of wages only thereby effecting 
its own first agreement. 

Union gained an average increase 
of 264%, although some of the hikes 
range up to 60% from a low of 
20°. Top ones were due to their 
being~some new job classifications 
created. Agreement runs until] Dec. 
31, 1947, and is retroactive to Jan. 1, 
1947, continuing otherwise on the 
basis of the SOEG’s two-year ticket. 

Merit raises will boost the pay of 
some over the basic minimums due 
to longevity, etc., but following table 
lists the hikes in the o¥der of im- 
portance: Administrative assistants, 
$36 to $50; editors, $36 to $57.50; as- 
sistant editors, $36 to $40 (new clas- 
sification); teletypists, $30 to $40; 
clerks, in four brackets, respective- 
ly, $35 to $43; $30 to $39; $30 to $36 
and $26 to $32.50;* secretaries, $34 
to $42.50 and $30 to $38, in two 
classifications; stenographere, $30 to 
$36; telephone operatois, $828 to 
$37.50; receptionists, $26 to $34: 


clerks, $25 to $30. 


Barry Gray in All-Nite 
Fold Soon; Revamp Of 
Mon. Show in Works 


Barry Gray’s Monday night WOR 
(N. Y.) show will be completely re- 
vamped starting Monday (24), to 
follow the “This Is Jazz” format of 
his current Saturday afternoon 
show. Whether Gray will continue 
in the Monday night slot, however, 
is still being mulled by WOR brass. 
Original show was on for about a 
month, with both Gray and the sta- 
tion disappointed in its ratings. 

Meanwhile Gray also fades out of 
the WOR all-night jockey-gab stanza 
in the next fortnight, which will 
leave him with the two-hour Sat- 
urday afternoon stretch as his solo 
WOR pitch. Meanwhile, station is 
mulling a 15-minute cross-the- 
board show for him, but no de- 
cision yet. 

Likelihood that the all-night show 
will be sold as a package to a 
single sponsor, which will make its 
own disk jockey selection. Show 
will revert to its old title of “Moon- 
light Saving Time” instead of 
“Barry Gray Varieties.” 

.Gray wants to give up the all- 
night grind, says that “with a wife 
and kid it’s another story.” 


| Long a national favorite with T. D. 





Gabbers Elect Bill Henry | 


Washington, March 1]. 





vertisers were drink, food and medi- | 


cine manufacturers. With 
products rationed, biggest sponsors 
are beauty preparation people, with 
women’s wear, in furs, wool, next. 


had branches throughout Europe. 
These haven't been resumed since 
wat’s end. so that a visit to top agen- 
Cies in N. Y. is another Merlin aim. 


today's | 


Radio Correspondents Assn, today | 
(11) elected Bill Henry, CBS com- | 
mentator, as president for the en- | 
suing year, succeeding Rex Goad. | 
Washington bureau chief of Trans- ! 
radio. 

Others elected 


were Albert! 


| Warner, news chief of WOL-Mutual. | 


‘ 


; : | commentator, 
U. S. ad agencies, in prewar days, | 


Elmer Davis, ABC | 
secretary, and Bill | 
McAndrew. news chief of wRc. | 
NBC. treasurer. New officers. plus | 


Goad and Pete Tully, D. C. rep of | 


vice president: 


Greatest Trumpeter Since Gabriel! 


and B. G., Ziggy Klman signed his 
sensational new band to Lang- 
Worth Library Service—exclusively. 


First group of 15 tunes (im - 
mediate release) cut March 6th in 
Liederkranz Hall, New York, After 
hearing play-backs, New York 
critics rate Ziggy — “Greatest 


trumpeter since Gabriel 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 
aie meee EERE Mee, 


Domingo Guido, staff copyist in ABC's music department, convalescing 
at Columbus Hospital after major operation....Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald. 
WJZ’'s breakfast banterers, claim to have found homes for 4,782 cats and 
| 152 dogs since first of 46—and lately got a home for a horse! Evelvn 
Byrd, formerly of Compton’s radio department, now the agency's Coast 
publicity correspondent....Ernie Otto transferred from ABC newsroom to 
nightside publicity. ...Horace Schwerin to Chicago March 15 for presenta- 
tion of his Reactocaster to agencies, sponsors and NBC personnel Ed 
Kobak, Mutual prexy, addresses a “bosses’ night” banquet of the Canton, 
O.. Junior Chamber tomorrow (Thurs.), then hops on to Chicago on net 
biz....Ted Bergmaiin, recently resigned as a program producer for NBC's 
International Division, has checked in at Allen A. Funt Radio Productions 
where he’ll create radio packages....Phil Carlin, MBS program veepee, 
ducked out Friday (8) for a week’s fishing off Florida. En route he passed 
fellow v.p. Bob Schmid headed home from the Everglades... .“Cavalcade 
of America” will broadcast a script called “The Man With Green Fingers” 
next Monday (17), St. Patrick's Day. Script, however, has nothing to do 
with the Irish holiday. Concerns Luther Burbank, naturalist. 

Beverly Chase, ex-CBS, lolling in Florida with mama Another ex- 





Toledo School Test Proof 
That There’s No Test Where| 
Kids, Radio, Music Mix 


Toledo, March 11. 

Because so many high school stu- 
dents insisted they could study just 
as well while listening to their 
favorite radio programs as upstairs 
in the bedroom where it was quiet, 
J. H. O'Neill, principal at nearby 
Maumee High School, conducted a 
series of experiments to determine 
whether the students or the parents 
were right. 

Two groups of 17 students each— 
all sophomores—were given tests, 
one group under conditions of con- 
trolled quiet, the other to the ring- 
ing of bells, pounding of hammers, 
and alternating classical and jazz 
music, 

The group studying in quiet out- 
stripped the distracted group in 
three parts of the five-part test, 
while the distracted group did bet- 
ter in the other two parts. The 
group in the quiet room exceiled in 
tasks requiring attention, 
tion and concentration. The group 


recogni- | 


CBS secretary, Gloria Manes Sharp, goes west via Navy ship and Panama 
Canal with officer-hushand. They're expecting in August....Composer- 
conductor Fred Steiner hitting out for Hollywood in April and staying 
there....Four weeks after director Richard Sanville left N. Y. for Holly- 
wood his father died suddenly in east....Marriage will remove Lesley 
Woods from femme lead of “Crime Photographer.” She's going to Europe 


; with new spouse. 


Jean Lawlor, ex-Compton, now a time buyer for Sullivan, Stauffer, 
Colwell & Bayles....Lipton and its agency, Young & Rubicam, presented 
with the Annual Advertising Awards medal last Friday (7) for airing 
“commercially sponsored program which contributed most to the advance- 
ment of radio advertising as a social force.” Show was the one-shot 
“Hunger Marches On,” broadcast in cooperation with March of Time last 
June 25 over CBS....Grace Matthews, who plays “Big Sister’’-in. soap opera 
of that title, and Margo in ‘The Shadow,” doing a leading rolé in set of 
15-minute transcriptions for N- Y. h.q. of Community Chests. Waxed 
series, designed to promote understanding of Chest activities, will be dis- 
tributed to stations throughout U. S., Canada, Hawaii....Elsie Dick, Mutual 
director of education, a patient at Park East hospital following minor oper- 
ation....Allen A. Funt Productions prepping a summer replacement offer- 
ing, “Your Guiding Star,’ with opera tenor Frank Forest as emcee and 
presenting opera and concert stars with their proteges....A lot of Man- 
hattan radioites wondering why that otherwise smart indie operation can't 
hold on to its flacks. Another hep one checked out last week. 

Radio Writers Guild to unveil new quarters at 6 E. 39th street with 
housewarming party Friday (14) afternoon....Mrs. Irving Berlin and Jim 
Ameche to be guests on Vivian Della Chiesa Mutual program Friday (14) 
for Girl Seouts’ 35th anni party. ...Bert Lee, WHN sportscaster, will be one 
of three selectors for winner of this year’s Calder Memorial Trophy, annual 
award given to outstanding first-year National Hockey League player of 
season....Howard Claney, announcer on “The American Album of Fa- 





in the noisy room excelled in recol- 
lection 
puzzle, “The Wishing Well.” 

General conclusions. drawn from 
the test were: tasks requiring fully 
conscious effort demanded undivided 
attention for maximum _  perform- 
ance; tasks requiring vague aware- 
ness coupled with mechanical skill 
ean be performed with divided at- 
tention; and tasks of routine nature 
can be performed with little atten- 
tion. 

In other words—it all depends. 


PALEY DROPS LIBEL 
ACTION VS. DAILY MAIL 


London, March 11. 

William S. Paley, 
chairman, through counsel here has 
withdrawn a libel action against 
publishers of the London Daily 
Mail. Court was advised the de- 
fendanis had publicly apologized to 
Paley and paid him an undisclosed 
sum of money, which he had turned 
over to the British Red Cross and 





Apology cabled to the CBS exec! 
said the Mail's published report of | 
July 9, 1945, “erroneously stated | 
that Mr. Paley had taken time: off 
from his official duties (as a colonel 
with the Army's psychological war- 
fare branch) to negotiate a private | 
agreement for the right to exploit | 
the Luxembourg radio station” in | 
behalf of CBS. 


- | 


Scheuer Named to Direct 
WFIL Program Operations 


Philadelphia, March 11. | 

John D. Scheuer, Jr., production 
manager of WFIL since August, 1945, | 
has been named director of program | 








| operations for the station, 


Among other chores, Scheuer pro- 
duces “Within Our Gates,” station’s 
prize-winning tolerance show which 
ne was instrumental in originating | 
two years ago. 

Charles J. Keys, formerly of the | 
Philadelphia Record, has joined | 


Yankee Network, will serve as ex-|WFIL as exec secretary to.Roger W. | 


ecutive committee, 


iClipp, general manager. 


and working a syndicated | 


CBS board | 


miliar Music,’ @urrently has one-man show of 20 paintings exhibited at 
the Manor elub, Pelham....Sid Eiges, NBC press chief. off today (Wed.) 
| on five-week tour with stopovers in Chi, Atlanta, Dallas, Houston, New 
| Orleans, Los Angeles, Frisco and Denver. Back April 13. 

| BBD&O just upped four account execs to veepees in Bill O'Donnell and 
Thayer (Tax) Cumings in the N. Y. office; Dale Caston, in Buffalo, and 
Elmore Haring, Cleveland... .Jay Burton, local gag writer, is newest mem- 
ber of Bob Hope's staff, fiying out to his Coast assignment Friday (7). Deal 
was handled by Bill Maloney. 


{IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


To men who know the situation best, Frank Sinatra will be pushing 
up tunes next fall for a sponsor other than Lorillard (Old Gold)... . Failing 
to deliver Jane Powell for the Tony Martin-Texaco series, Mike Kirk is 
wooing Evelyn Knight West. Teenish Powell stays put with Sinatra after 
quite a hassel involving Metro’s L. K. Sidney, Sinatra, Kirk, MCA and 
Mann Holiner of Lennen & Mitchell....Jack Benny couldn't find a suitable 
auditorium in Cueamonga or Azusa for his April 20 broadcast so he'll do it 


| in a high school aud at the other equipped-to-national-prominence small 


town—Ansaheim....Charlie Lung, who has been around radio for 20 years 
with his “100 voices,” being tested by Monogram as Charlie Chan.... 
Walter Lurie headed back to N. Y. with his sample case bulging with Coast 
shows for Mutual and ABC's Adrian Samish checked in to see what's still 
left and what goes with those he corralled last trip. He'll stick around 
until his Hollywood program head, J. Donald Wilson, leaves the hospital. 
Mebbe it’s justa coincidence but it has happened twice now: soon after 
Samish arrived or departed Wilson betook himself to the infirmary.... 
Glenn Hardy started his 14th year as Alka Seltzer newscaster on Don Lee 





: sn | | 8kein, which last week added its 42nd outlet, KXOB. Stockton, Cal..... 
St. John’s Organization. ' 


There's talk around that Horace Heidt will reorganize his band if the 
Tums deal goes through. 


Henry Taylor whipping up the “ad libs” for Phil Baker....James Mel- 
ton’s “Harvest of Stars” airs from Hollywood April 6 and 27....Benny 
s00dman’s option was taken up on the Victor Borge show with consider- 
able rewrite of his contract. Compton agency has the last say on his par- 
Ucipation to give the format more flexibility....Carleton Alsop will cut a 
show around Danny Thomas as possible summer entry for Drene....Eddie 
Cantor entered a Pabst team in the American Bowling Congress meet here 
....Bob Orr felled by the flu and conducting his business bedside. He's 
opening up a small office for his agency in Beverly Hills. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Claude Kirsehner pinch hitting for Bob Elson while latter takes vaca- 
tion from “On the Century”....Nancy Martin, former “Breakfast Club” 
chirper, takes her songs to Ambassador hotel Buttery W. Raymond 
Fowler, Needham, Louis & Brorby veepee, elected to board of directors of 


we ..»+-MeJunkin agency changes name to Gordon Best Co. Larry 
White In new song show via WIND....Shép Chartoc, Chartoc-Coleman 
Productions, in from Coast for look-see....Benne Alter leaves WMT, Cedar 


Rapids, to become program department staffer at WHBF. 

Olan Soule adds part in “Captain Midnight” to “Grand Marquee” chores 
----Johnny Coons is new guy on “Wax and Needle Club” Fred Smith 
in new disk jocKey role at WOWO. Ft. Wayne....WBKB taking on exten- 
sive poll of televiewers to determine best liked video... Martinique mier 
switches from CBS to Mutual net for band remotes....Dr. Lee DeForest 
elected to board of directors of Army Signal Association:...Don Keliey, 
WHBM flack topper, back from 10 days in Washington....Studs Terk! 
suest speaking before Chi Radio Management club 
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NEWSREELS § 


Borden Matches Show to Product: 


WNBT Preps New Talent Showcase 





New Borden’s series on WNBT4 
(NBC, N. Y.), tees off Sunday (16) 
with a one-act dramatic hsow titled 
“Florist Shop,” in the 8:30-9 p.m. slot. 
Program is the first to be produced 
by the Kenyon & Eckhardt ad 
agency, after six months of Young & 
Rubicam productions. Borden execs 
are expected to judge the two series 
and then decide on which agency 
should handle the teleshows. 

“Florist Shop” was selected not so 
much because it will make for a good 
tele production but because it will fit 
a new Borden’s product, Lady Bor- 
den’s Ice Cream, which is to be 
plugged for the first time anywhere 
in the show. Bruno Wick and Nydia 
Westman will appear in the three- 
character cast, with the star yet to be 
selected. Fred Coe produces for 
NBC. 

Next show in the series, for March 
23, may be “Little Brown Jug.” 
Psychological comedy-drama played 
a ‘year ago on Broadway Starring 
Percy Kilbride and did a quick foldo 
after five performances, 

“Show Business, Inc.” 

“Show Business, tnc.,” original new 
show devised by Warren. Wade, NBG 
television production chief, is ex- 
pected to replace the defunct “Hour 
Glass’ on WNBT ‘NBC, N. Y.) in 
the Thursday night 8-9 slot. “Hour 
Glass,” first’bigscale commercial tele 
show under Standard Brands spon- 
sorship, was pulled last week after 
a year on the air. 

“Showbusiness” will follow a va- 
riety format, serving chiefly as a 
program showcase for sponsors via a 
trial spot for package shows. Until 
the show is ready, WNBT has revised 
its schedule to fill the Thursday night 
spot, Present setup includes a stu- 
dio fashion show at 8-8:15 p.m.; ski 
news (film), 8:15-8:20; “In Town To- 
day” (live studio), 8:20-8:35; “What's 
New in N. Y.” (film), 8:35-8:40; “You 
Are an Artist,” studio show featuring 
John Gnagy, 8:40-9 p.m. Of the line- 
up, the Gnagy show is the only com- 
mercial program, sponsored by Culf. 

As a temporary filler for “Dancing 
on Air,” another Standard Brands 
sponsored show, which was pulled 
out of the Sunday night 8-8:15 slot, 
WNBT has moved up Bristol-Myers’ 
“Tele-Varieties” and lengthened it, so 
it now runs from 8 to 8:20. Ten-min- 
ute filra short follows, with the reg- 
ular NBC theatre presentation start- 
ing at 8:30. 


eaaanaanaaaannnaannaaaa’ 
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FEATHERS IN A GALE 

With Maxine Stuart, William Post, 
Grace Coppin, Allan Hale, Cyrilla 
Dorn, Ben Lackland, Ed Nannery, 
Barbara Townsend, others 

Director: Ed Sobol 

Writer: Pauline Jamerson 

Sets: Bob Wade 

55 Mins.; Sunday (9), 8:35 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBT-NBC, N., Y. 


_ WNBT’s presentation of “Feathers 
in a Gale” Sunday (9) night offered 
nimpeachable proof of something 
ill Shakespeare expounded on 300 
years ago—that the play’s the thing 
and no matter how much you try 
to dress up a weak play with good 
acting, production, etc. if it goes 
in bad to the cameras, it will come 
out bad on the“receiving screen. 

An original three-act play by 
Pauline Jamerson, “Feathers” might 
have done okay as an amateur high 
school production but certainly had 
nothing to offer television, or any 
other professional medium. Tale re- 
volved around three destitute wid- 
Ows in a New England fishing town 
of the last century, where the town 
laws required them to be sold into 
servitude to pay their debts. Situ- 
ation offered possibilities for a good 
comedy but it emerged as a tired, 
hamstrung production, full of cliches 
and not much else. 

Apparently still trying to find a 
Way to bridge the acts in these full- 
length shows, the NBC production 
staff came up with a new idea for 
Feathers”"—and it was probably the 
worst yet. Since the play was a sea 
Story, <a male quartet garbed in 
What probably were supposed to re- 
Semble mariners’ costumes of the 

t century gave out with sea ditties 

ween the acts. First time they 
®Ppeared wasn’t too hard to take, 
ut being-forced to watch them at 
every break in the show was too 





Too Close for Comfort 

Television’s got a new value 
now—a way for wives to check 
up on their errant husbands. 

FCC chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr. spoke at the Institute 
of Radio Engineers banquet at 
the Hotel Commodore, N. ma 
last Wednesday (5) night, with 
the event being televised by 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Before 
leaving Washington Wednesday 
morning, his wife had warned 
him to get a haircut before ap- 
pearing in the banquet hall. 

Knowing that Mrs. Denny was 
watching the proceedings via 
her television set in Washington, 
Denny stopped in the middle of 
his speech, turned around so 
that his head was to the video 
cameras, and pointing to the 
back of his neck, remarked in 
an aside to his wife, “Look!” 


LA. Times Jumps Radio 
Listings Ban Via Video 
Schedules in NPA Break 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Los Angeles Times took its read- 
ers—and other papers here with 
which it has a radio-verboten agree- 
ment—by surprise yesterday (Mon- 
day) with the publishing for the 
first time of television program 
listings, tagged to its limited radio 
schedules. 

Paper first announced its inten- 
tion in the Sunday edition and fol- 
lowed through in Mondays, coinci- 
dent with “T-Day”—and not only 
because of the advertising “T-Day” 
generated. The Times, be it known, 
is also in video up to its ears and 
will have its own station here, too, 
for which, a CP has already been 
granted with others. 

Those to be logged will be Don 
Lee’s experimental station, W6XAO, 
on for full week of extra program- 
ming, though normally limited to 
one night weekly and afternoon 
testings twice weekly, and Para- 
mount’s KTLA on for six nights 
weekly, but now augmenting with 
regular weekly schedule in after- 
noons in cooperation with RCA. 

Event probably will precipitate a 
break of the Times from the pool 
and agreement worked with the 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
whereby radio logs are limited to 
key stations and key programs only 
in stamped-out standardized form. 
Last fall the Times also bowed out 
of some cooperative charities. So, 
this looks like curtains while the 
sheet goes all out for video. 


TELECAST TRUMAN'S 
TALK TO CONGRESS 


Telecast of President Truman de- 
livering his message on the Greek 
situation to the joint session of Con- 
gress today (Wed.) will be handled 
by NBC, CBS and DuMont under a 
pool arrangement. Show will be 
aired by N. Y. outlets of all three 
networks from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., 
transmitted from Washington to 
N. Y. via the Bell System’s coaxial 
cable. ; 

Broadcasters are slated to install 
two Image Orthicon cameras inside 
the House chamber, where the Pres- 
ident is to speak. Another 1.0. will 
be stationed atop the Capitol to lens 
preliminary shots of the Washing- 
ton skyline. 

















en for a video fan hardened 

~— the producers’ idiosyncracies. 
On the credit side was the cast, 
with Maxine Stuart in the lead role 
paralleling the fine work she's done 
in other video shows. William — 
and Allan Hale were okay in t € 
male leads but Ed Nannery, as. an 
old sea dog, offered a poor carica- 


ture of the role. Grace Coppin and | 


Cyrilla Dorn also rate nods for their 
work as the other two widows. 
Ed Sobol’s production and direc- 
tion was okay and Bob Wears. two 
sets were good. al. 


AEST MEANS T0 
COMBAT THREAT 


By BOB STAHL 


Commercial newsreel companies, 
facing increased competition from 
the rapidly expanding television 
newsreel services, are finally taking 
steps to combat the threat—but not 
by fighting video. Apparently recog- 
nizing merit in the old slogan, “if 
|} you can't lick ’em, join ’em,” several 
| of the reels are presently mulling the 
| possibility of setting up separate or- 
ganizations to service tele broad- 
casters with newsreel film. 





Pathe News, for one, sees a new 
and fertile field in television. Rea- 
soning behind this is based on the 
belief o Pathe execs that they're far 
better equipped, through experience 
and top personnel, to provide more 
extensive service to tele broadcasters 
}than the broadcasters can provide 
for themselves. Utilizing its present 
staff, both foreign, 
Pathe believes it can service the tele 
inets with worldwide coverage, get- 
ting the film on tele screens as fast 
as the broadcasters now get their 
own materia] before the cameras. 

Pathe already has a television af- 
filiate established in RKO Television, 
headed up by Ralph B. Austrian. 
Originally intended as a film produc- 
tion outfit for video, the company 
‘could be converted into a newsreel 
‘outfit without too much trouble. 
| Films would be sold to broadcasters 
on a footage basis and flown to the 
| key stations in each web for net- 
,working to their affiliates. Those 
; stations not tied in to the network, 
it’s believed, could be serviced by 
having the film reduced to 16m stock 
and flown in, through which means 
any station in the country could 
have news films on the screen within 
24 hours after the occurrence of an 
event. 

One question left unanswered, 
however, and one which tele chiefs 
believe the newsreels will ultimate- 
ly have to take into consideration is 
what market there will be for news- 
reel product once video sets become 
as common as radio sets. Public at- 
tending a film theatre, it’s believed, 
will balk at being forced to sit 
through the same newsreel pictures 
they saw on their home tele screens 
several days previously. If the news- 
reel companies hope to compete with 
television newsreel coverage, they’ll 
have to work out a system of feed- 
ing theatres daily film releases -n- 
stead of the twice-weekly issues now 
in order. Otherwise they’ll continue 
to be scooped as they presently are. 

One method of overcoming this, 
which has been advanced by several 
tele chiefs, involves the piping in of 
newsreels to theatres by tele broad- 
casters on a closed circuit, so that 
theatres would get their news flashes 
at the same time the home teleview- 
ers do. System is considered un- 
feasible, however, since it would re- 
quire all theatres in a single locality 
to run on the same schedule in order 
to leave time open in their pro- 
grams for the news. 


domestic and 














Comes the Cheesecake 
Tele to Ogle It, Too 


NBC television has signed for ex- 
clusive video rights to the forth- 
coming photographic carnival in the 
7ist Regiment Armory, N. Y., May 
15. 16, 17. Sponsored by U. S&S. 
Camera mag, carnival will be the 
first consumer photog show ever 
held, with the public permitted to 
take as many pictures inside the 
building as it desires for free de- 
veloping and printing by the vari- 
ous photography firms represented. 

Television angle comes in via the 
top-name talent, cheese-cake mod- 
els. etc., that the sponsors hope to 
line up to serve as subjects for the 
amateur photogs. 





Premier Pictures has been formed 
in New York by Joseph Ornato to 
| produce pix for television. 
Will begin immediate production 
lon a series of novelty, musical and 
l}eomedy shorts both on 35 and 16m 
\ film, with a similar series also plan- 
ned expressly for television. 





Producing Pix for Tele | 


KEK VIDEO SALE 














| 





Brainstormer Deluxe 
NBC television execs have no 


further worries about how soon 
the coaxial cable will network 
their shows to the hillbilly states 
in the south. They’ve come up 


with a character who claims he’s 
in cirect contact, via “brain come 
munication,” with all NBC tele- 
shows 

In a letter to the network chiefs. 
the Oklahoma hillbilly declared: 
“I am in direct contact with 
NBC by way of brain communi- 
cation and eye television. I also 
know this was caused by radio- 
active elements that formed at 
the base of my brain, containing 
enough phosphorus for eye tele- 
vision and direct contact with 
air waves by ear. I know I 
should be in N. Y. in NBC but 


cannot go there until I have 
information from NBC regarding 
this matter.” 


NBC execs haven't figured out 
yet whether to answer the guy 
by straight mail or beam him 
a television answer. 


N.Y. Realtors Favor 
TBA Tele Aerial Plan 











N. Y. apartment house tenants may 
be permitted to install television sets 
sooner than originally thought. N. Y. 
Realty Board, meeting with the spe- 
cial sub-committee on apartment 
house installations of the Television 
Broadcasters’ Assn., looked with 
favor on an interim plan suggested 
by the TBA pending the develop- 
ment of a suitable multiple-antenna 
system. Board asked for further de- 
tails on the proposed plan, however, 
and will withhold its final decision 
until another meeting next week. 


Details of the plan are being kept 
under strict wraps by TBA until the 
realty board makes up its mind. 
TBA efforts to hasten development 
of the multiple-antenna system, 
meanwhile, have brought 
with RCA; Telicon, and Amy, Aceves 
& King all devoting full time to 
whipping their systems into shape to 
pass TBA approval. 


PAR TELE LINES 
HIT BY LIGHTNING 


Hollywood, March 11. 





from nature’s freak-of-freaks. Light- 
ning twice at different times struck 
Hollywood's television on the after- 
noon of March 5, temporarily silenc- 
ing and darkening Paramount’s 
KTLA, atop Mt. Wilson. The only 
station operating, and at that mere- 
ly for dealer demonsfration in con- 
nection with “T-Day,” it was how- 
ever, back on the air after only a 
brief shutdown, demonstrating alert- 
ness and preparedness of the crew. 


light and telephone lines 
struck. The station got its auxiliary 
Diesel power in operation in a! 


matter of minutes and with the aid ! 


the peak, 18 miles distant. 


Life Tells of Tele 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Life magazine is going to a tele- 
vision party here. As a matter of 
| fact Life has been video-partying for 
|past few days at the Edgar Bergen- 
| Patrick Cunning studios, rounding 
|up a photo essay on Coast live tele | 
| production, 

Break was ordered from New York 
headquarters and will take approxi- 
mately nine days to round up. Being 
used are Cunning’s live production, 
“Paper Moon,” a mood dramatiza- ' 
tion, some of Bergen’s dolls and 
miniatures, plus all writing, costum- 
ing, set, make-up, direction and 
'other activities glommable. 








results, | 





Nowss Time for All Good Scripters 
To Come to Aid of Video—Feiner 


* Television industry today presents 


ja crying need for video writers and 
} it's time for broadcasters to start 
| stimulating publishers and literary 
agents to think along tele lines, ac- 
cording to Ben Feiner, CBS tele- 
vision program director. 

Tele broadcasters offer a fertile 
| field for short stories and one-act 
| plays, Feiner declared, and a one- 
shot video show based on already- 
|} published story properties repre- 
} sents “found” money for the author. 
| Feiner conceded that the average 
$40-S75 paid for a script running 
20-40 minutes isn't high but pointed 
out that, besides giving authors ex- 
tra money, it also offers them a 
|chance to break into video now 
with the assurance that the medium 
will pay off in much higher terms 
in the future. 

Most broadcasters have found, 
Feiner declared, that radio scripts 
with their strictly aural require- 
ments do not offer much for video, 
CBS staff, he declared, recently 
went through some 500 radio scripts 
and gleaned only 10 or 12 suitable 
for teleshows. Radio scripts, he 
noted, are slanted towards ,the hu- 
man imagination, with its qualities 
of acceptance or rejection of the 
| mind pictures conjured up by what 
| the ear hears. Since tele presents 





a visual picture, however, s : 
But Ask Further Data pletures are Wed 40h a shat en 


the most adaptable radio scripts 
|; must be torn down and reconstruct- 
ed to get the maturity of dialog, 
action, etc., required for video. 
“Television is unique,” he said, 
“and can't borrow its pattern from 
other media. If we can’t do some- 
thing as good or better than an- 
other medium can do it, then we 
should lay off the subject.” At- 
tempts by CBS and other broad- 
casters to develop a unique pattern 
from pre-tested material is carried 
out all along the line, Feiner said. 
Instead of merely training the 
cameras on an event for a remote 
pickup and transmitting whatever 
comes within their range, for ex- 
ample, CBS has recently attempted 
to develop a documentary type of 
remote show, building a compact 
| program around the event. 
| At track meets the producers now 
| hypo interest in the show by inter- 
, Viewing the winners at the track- 
| side. This system will also be car- 
| ried out in baseball, Feiner said, 
predicting that giving baseball fans 
a closeup interview of their favorite 





| players will add much more to the 
| 


| tended a game in person. 
Even astral television isn’t safe , 





game than they could get if they at- 
Feiner 
has also attempted to devise a new 
form for televised fashion shows, 
getting more action and movement 
than is to be found in film shorts 
of the same event. 

“What we're trying to do,” he 
Said, “is emphasize taste and quality 
now when the medium is. stil] 
young and so avoid the charges of 
poor taste and over-commercializa- 
tien that have been levied against 
radio recently.” 





transmitter Omy the power and | H WOOD MAKES PLAY TO 
were 


knocked out, the latter last, wee TAKE LEAD SPOT IN TELE 


Hollywood, March 11. 
A thousand well-wishers of show- 


of radio relay atop its Hollywood | iz and local industry at a “T-Day” 
quarters got its image and voice to |!uncheon here yesterday (Monday) 


heard a recorded message of RCA 
veepee J. B. Elliott that Hollywood 
will be television’s programming 


i 
| centre of the nation. Statement was 
| Supported by Harry R. Lubcke, of 


Don Lee, who sees the proximity of 
pix biz and the natural attributes of 
climate, mountain peaks, signal 
strength, ete., abetting and making 
the Coast the centre. 

Stores reported orderly crowds 
likened to Saturday trade instead of 
Monday and the public has seem- 
ingly been sold on video. Set orders 
are expected to flow after today. 
Approximately 1,000 sets have now 
arrived here and the figure is ex- 
pected to double by the month’s end. 
RCA has reported $4,000,000 worth of 
orders, with General Electric and 
other manufacturers reporting a 
shower of orders also. 
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GE’s FM Offer 





stations. FCC Chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr. Commissioner Clifford 
J. Durr, Chief Engineer George 
Adair and FM Broadcast Chief Cyril 
Braum were let in on the plan. But 
FCC it is pointed out, is not likely 
to take the initiative toward lower- 
ing the standards for educational FM 
until the educators themselves come 
forth with formal petition to that 
effect. ; 

It is no secret, however, that FCC 
has been disappointed with the slow- 
ness of educational institutions in 
actually putting stations on the air 





The GE brochure, which will be} 
peddled to schools, makes much olf 
this point. To date, only six educa-| 


tional FM outlets are actually broad- 
casting 22 permits have _ been) 
granted, and another 23 applications 
are pending at FCC, although edu- 
cators have talked of spotting at 
least 1,000 FM stations throughout 
the U. S. The 20 channels FCC} 
has given them would permit even 
more than that number. 


GE’s pamphlet reminds educators 
of the 177 stations they once had on | 
the standard bands and warns them | 
to start out with a smaller invest- 
ment and their feet-on-the-ground | 
in FM or they may forfeit a second 
opportunity to break into radio | 

GE’s proposal is two-fold. In the} 
first place, the company says edu- 
cational radio has an obligation to| 


Continued from page 40 











train radio operators, program men, 
ets., in the schools for later jobs in 
commercial radio. And establish- 
ment of school radio stations is the 


best way to do it, the company’s 
proposal points out. So-called 
“Radio Workshops” can be dove- 
tailed neatly with operating 


“Campus FM stations” such as GE 
proposes at the special $5,000 top- 
price. 

As GE sees it, the public should 
be spared the necessity of listening 
to “the mistakes and growing pains 
of new educational stations.” Col- 


lege and school stations should pro- 


gram for their own school and local- 
interest audiences rather than com- 
pete with commercial FM’ers for the 
attention of the public, “which is 
primarily interested in recreation.” 
In fact, the GE brochure concludes, 
“low power and limited coverage” 


lis a definite advantage for the edu- 


cational station in its early stages. 
Whatever merit the GE plan has 
as a means of speeding construction 
of FM school stations has been out- 
weighed in the educators’ eyes by 
the brochure’s snide remarks at edu- 
cational broadcasting generally. 
With the result that the U. S. Office 
of Education hasn’t gone to bat for 
the GE preposal and some of the 


| government men are frankly burned 


up. 





LE 








DuPont Tie-in With NAB 
With Expanded Awards 
On Aylesworth Agenda 


An effort will be made to interest 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters in | 
taking over the Alfred I. duPont | 
Radio Foundation Awards, and pos- 
sibly to introduce awards in tele- 


~ Inside Stuff—Radio 


Fred Allen may do a one-time fill-in for Lowell Thomas on latter’s CRS 
stanza during the gabber’s current swing through the west. Stint would 
be return favor for Thomas’ guest shot (with H. V. Kaltenborn) on Allen's 
seasonal teeoff last fall. 

Thomas, who spent most of last week skiing at Sun Valley, is hitting the 
western trails to give radio listeners a look at him. (His fairly new CBS 
audience is west of the Mississippi, while his long-standing NBC hookup 
is east of the river. He'll hit most of the major Coast cities, where he 





vision as a new category, starting 
next year. — 

This was disclosed by M. H.| 
Aylesworth, former NBC prexy ‘and | 
member of the Foundation’s fifth an- | 
nual awards committee, following | 
the presentation of 1946 honors | 
Saturday (8) at a dinner at the St. | 
Regis, N. Y. 

Station awards for, “outstanding | 
public service” went to WHO, Des 
Moines (in the 5,000 watts class) and 
WKY, Oklahoma City (in the under 
5,000 watts class). 

As reported in last week's VARIETY, 
the radio commentators award, 
carrying a $1,000 cash prize went to 
Elmer Davis for his “distinguished” 
public service in reporting and 
analyzing the news. 

Awards were accepted by B. J. 
Palmer, president of the Central 
Broadcasting Co., for WHO, and by 
E. K. Gaylord, president of the Okla- 
homa Publishing Co., for WKY. 
Awards are given by Alfred I, Du 
Pont Radio Awards Foundation. 
ABC aired the dinner ceremonies, 
with Mark Woods, net prexy, speak- 
ing briefly. 











The proverbially busy one-armed paper hanger is a gen- 
tleman of leisure compared to Roy Battles. This lanky, 
6-foot-2-inch Midwesterner is WLW’'s Farm Program 
and one of the hardest-working, most 


Director 
conscientious men in radio circles 
An experienced farmer and former 


tles took over his present duties in 1944. . 
still don’t know how he doés it. For example: besides 


directing and appearing on the daily 


etrybody’s Chore Time’’ and “Everybody's Farm Hour,” 
Roy conducts two highly popular Sunday morning farm 
“Farm Front’ .. . 
is responsible largely for the format and content of all 21 
programs of rural appeal originated by WLW each week. 

Roy supervises the activities of assistants Bob Miller 
and Betty Brady whe—along with Farmer Earl Neal and 
Outdoorsman Boss Johnson—help him tailor all farm 
programs to the interests of agriculture in the WLW 
area. He also supervises the operation of WLW’s prac. 
tical, non-subsidized farm, answers countless letters from 


shows, “From the Ground Up” and 


listeners, and greets scores of daily 
body's Farm. 








county ‘agent, Bat- 
. and we 


broadcasts of “Ev. 


but I love it!” 


breadbasket” . ; 


caster 


visitors to Every- 
Virginia. 








Battles is in constant demand as a speaker before farm 
groups, schools, clubs, and meetings of all types--even 
more so since he accompanied WLW’s famine investi- 
gating party on a six weeks’ tour of Europe's worst 
famine areas last year. He spoke before thousands of 
people last year—was forced to turn down more speak- 
ing invitations than he was able to accept. 

How does he do it? When does he get to see his 
family? We asked him and his answer, as he pulled 
away in the mobile unit, sounded like, “I don’t know, 


Which is probably why WLW’s farm programming 
won VARIETY’S award for “contributing to the world’s 
. was cited as “outstanding” in BILL- 
BOARD'S poll of radio editors. It's also the reason why 
Battles is the favorite farm broad- 

(and WLW 
whelmingly dominant station) 
among rural listeners of Ohio, 
Indiana, Kentucky and West 


the over- 





‘FCC Rejects Scripps’ 


also has lecture dates, before windup of the tour in mid-April. On his 


| way back to Manhattan he'll probably stop over long enough to do one 


air shot from Cincinnati, home of Procter & Gamble, his CBS sponsor in 
the west. 

Nelson Case, CBS announcer, joined the gabber last week in Sun Vailey, 
flying out after Thomas heckled the net and agency (Compton) into letting 
Case “come on out.” 


A one-time happy association of two midwestern announcers that turned 
sour has been forcibly sugared-up here thanks to the motion picture busi- 
ness and the bedfellows it can make. Pair were once coldly aloof, follow- 
ing a brushoff scene here not too long ago but are now associated on the 
same motion picture, a disk jockey story. When they worked in Chicago 
one was a local announcer only and the other was the top disk jockey 
thereabout, a person of consequence. The struggling gabber was plainly 
impressed with his pal and basked in reflected glory. Then the jockey 
took a Hollywood indie station offer and became one of many jockeys, 
himself a struggler, though more recently climbing. Shortly thereafter 
the unknown gabber also attained recognition, got a national commercial 
and his star started to rise—but right over his former friend’s. When the 
nouveau riche gabber shifted to Hollywood he, of course, ignored the jockey 
gone local figure. But when a studio (Eagle-Lion) bought the screen story 
penned by the jockey they also decided to feature Mr. Big in it. And 
that’s where the story ends, or begins again. 





Story in Variety in November that AFRA was investigating dismissal of 
Si Mann, an announcer at W.JAS, Pittsburgh, stated that station execs said 
spieler had a persecution complex. Nobody at local CBS outlet said any 
such thing and implication has since been traced to malicious gossip 
about announcer. No investigation by AFRA took place since whole thing 
was strictly a matter between Mann and the station. Since then announcer 
has been devoting all his time to a highly-successful school for training 
radio spielers which Mann and his brother, Joe Mann, of KQV staff, have 
been running for some time. : 

§ 





Child Study Association of America wants writers to think more about 
the importance of juvenile radio programs and, to encourage them to do 
so, has set up a Robert Maxwell Award carrying a $1,000 prize for “the best 
idea or concept for a new and original children’s radio program” sub- 
mitted before next June 1. Award is named for creator and producer of 
several current juve shows. Winner's program will be broadcast over 
Mutual network and author will get continuing royalties if program gets 
sponsor or is continued as a net sustaining feature. Judges of the entries 
are Eleanor Roosevelt, Helen Hayes, Mrs. Mary Fisher Langmuir of Vassar, 
CSA president, and Ed Kobak, president of Mutual. 





Mutual gabbers Gabriel Heatter and Fulton Lewis, Jr. are the subjects 
of a mag parlay this week that has the net’s flackery cooing. Heatter is 
profiled as the “Great Gabbo” in a piece by Jack Alexander to appear in 
the Mar. 15 Satevepost. Heatter, it’s pointed out, once peddled this mag in 
Brooklyn. Lewis is being bioged by Look. 


¥ 














Cleveland Bid, Gives 
Permit to Town Group: 


Washington, March 11. 
FCC last Friday (7) handed a 
standard broadcast station permit to 


the Cleveland Broadcasting Co. and 
turned down the mutually exclusive 
application of Scripps - Howard 
Radio, Inc. in Cleveland. The fac- 
tors of local residence and greater 
familiarity with hometown affairs, 
FCC said, weighted the scales in 
favor of the Cleveland company and 
against Scripps-Howard. Both were 
competing for use of the 1300kc 
wavelength with 5kw power to give 
Cleveland a new day-and-night radio 

















ARTHUR BORAN 


service. a of ceremony, radio beand- 
P * cas “« P son 

Officers and directors of the |] for GIBBONS ALT extelted beaut 

Cleveland Broadcasting Co. (which |f standing critics of theatrical talent as 


America’s most versatile entertainer. 
Artists Corp. 


include the Democratic and Republi- 
can bosses of the town, railroad 
labor leaders Alvanley Johnston and 
Alexander F,. Whitney, and former 
U. S. Senator Robert Bulkley) are 
all local residents. Ray T. Miller 
and Donald Hornbeck, partners in 
the law firm of Miller & Hornbeck, 
will control 60% of the stock. Henry 
Tremmel, president of North Ameri- 
can Fibre Products Co., is president 
of the broadcasting company; Paul 
Aiken, an attorney, is vice-president 
and Ray Lamb, a partner in Merrill, 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane, is 
secretary-treasurer,. 

At the same time, the Commission 
turned down two separate petitions 
from Scripps-Howard to reopen the 
record for more evidence on the 
local residence and familiarity with 
local affairs of Scripps - Howard 
stockholders and directors. Com- 
mission said the testimony Scripps- 
Howard wanted added to the record 
dealt primarily with activities of 
persons in Cleveland connected with 
the Cleveland Press. FCC said it 
didn’t consider the info helpful 
since Scripps had earlier testified 
the Cleveland Press would be run 
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independently of the proposed radio 
station. 
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| Ithaca—Michael R. Herna, general 
|mrnager of WHCU, will he state 
jrado chairman for the 1947 cam- | 
pain of the American “Aaey | 


Society. 
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; Dear Shin Croaby, 


LT should fe phased f Amow, about your column. 
cabled" The Pipers of, New England ‘im the Herald | 
| Trlr, Laat week. Apter all, you did oy that 

for a radio program it is remarkably credible.. 
You used swell phrases Like FARAPRY em 
ond REMMI You ni, thal 


~ the series is very well cast and beautifully paced. 















You wen reminded em that the show i on 
ABC at 8:30 PM. (cst) on Wednesdays. And. ushot | 








gentle and human asthe program is, 





. it's surprisingly funny. 
But while you wew at it, it would -hane teow 
bo easy to port wt that Willie Piper is also 





a Great Buy for some smart, budget - conscious. 
advertiser ushos Looking for a potintiolly 
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Juve Problem (the Nation's Canker) 
Unveiled by CBS in Notable Broadcast 





By GEORGE ROSEN + 


First in a series of 
documentaries which CBS plans to 
present in prime evening 
the expense of knocking off com- 
mercial programming (in itself an 
unprecendented and laudable ges- 
ture), “The Eagle’s Brood,” as put 
on last Wednesday night (5), proved 
to be an indignant, forceful and 
highly dramatic indictment of juve- 


hour-long | 


time at! 


nile delinquency as it cxists in the} 


country today. 


Robert Lewis Shayon, who wrote 
and produced this memorable docu- 
ment, turned out a script that wa 


onceived with deep feeling and un- 


derstanding, the result of his own 
personal cross-country survey, and 
backed with voluminous § facts 
Translated in terms of radio the 


capsule portraits and narrative con- 
tinuity were woven into a 60-minute 
production that held, fascinated, re- 
peliled and incited the listener to a 
full realization of the extent of the 
inroads that juvenile delinquency 
has made in our democracy. 


But above all it demonstrated 
conclusively that, when wrapped up 
in terms of fine radio, vital issues 
can be presented without sugar- 
coating, cankerous sores can be ex- 
posed, national weaknesses can be 
aired and important problems can 
be projected and find eager, listen- 
ing audiences. When an exper‘ly 
wrought and showmanly job such 
as “The Eagle’s Brood” hits the air, 
it, of course, rates the middle-of- 
the-evening spotlighting given it vy 
CBS. The combination of the best 
in writing, production and_ time, 
which exposed to a multi-million 
audience the pressing problem, rep- 
resents a forward step in radio an- 


nals in which CBS merits its full 
share of praise. 

Shayon was brutally frank, or 
rather, his facts were horrible in 


their reality. The story he told was 
one of home backgrounds that pro- 


THE EAGLE’S BROOL 

With Joseph Cotten, Luther 
Adler, Jackson Beck, Walter 
Greaza, Amanda Randolph, 
Lesley Woods, Richard Wid- 
mark, Juano Hernandez, Karl 
Swensen, Eric Dressler, Lu- 
cille Wall, ‘Hester Sonder- 
gaard, John Sylvester, Patsy 
Campbell, William Harrigan, 
Don Whitaker, Ted Yaryen, 
Edwin Bruce, Alexander Sem- 
ler’s orch 


Writer-Producer: Rebert Lewis 
Shayon 

60 mins., Wed. (5), 10-11 p.m. 
(one shot) 


Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N.Y. 








from 
courts 


the 
first-offenders 


becoming 
that try 


public charges; 
these 


and that are mostly concerned with | 


punishing, not correcting, and the | 
institutions for incarceration which 


he portrays as a black mark on our |} 


civic and national honor. The whole 
picture is dark—in the south and 
in the north, in the small towns and 


in the ‘cities of, which we are so 
proud. 

Just when the problem looms 
overwhelming, insurmountable, and 
the reporter-narrator despondent 


beyond hope, Shayon gives his work- 
ing solution for a plan of action. He 
brushes aside the leaders 
their necks with their .ongues” 
presents a community plan for at- 
tacking the problem from the bot- 
tom up, by the individual, by one 
neighbor talking to another and do- 
ing something, by each small street 
or neighberhood combining the ef- 
forts of its own people, each doing 


the little that they can to contribute | 


to understanding and eliminate some 
of the worst stumbling blocks. 


Shayon’s plan is a good plan. 


Whether it is good enough to stem |} 


who “break | 
and | 


sume all its vast wealth in trying to 
cure the ills, whereas nothing short 
of basic changes could eradicate the 
blight. 

In any event, Shayon feels deply 
the injustice done to these unloved, 
unwanted delinquents; he sees fur- 
ther the harm that this vast army 
of castoff humanity can bring upon 
our economy and progress, and with 
sincerity and integrity he tries to 
make all this clear and important 
}to all that he can reach. 
| Joseph Cotten bore the brunt of 
\the 60-minute sfanza in the role of 
the narrator-reporter going forth in 
|quest of the facts. Never dramatic, 
but always forceful, he was a splen- 
did choice for the role. Luther Adler 
and the others assembled to put 
across the documentary were equally 
as effective. Alexander Semler's 
bridge and background music was 
an integral part of the production 
and quite noteworthy 





GIRL MEETS BOY 
With Ed Cooper, Jo Hipple, 
Moore, Venita Jones, organist 
Producer: Allen Fishburn 
Writer: Ken Houston 
30 mins., Fri. 9 p.m. 
SCHUTTER CANDY CO. 
WGN, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 
Three girls and three boys, want- 
ing to meet members of the opposite 
sex and go out on a date, are se- 


Tom 





| lected from the, audience, They are | 
| plied with questions by Jo Hipple, | 


| femme _ interrogator, and by 
| Cooper, bringing out the personal 
likes and dislikes of the six. 

A jury of five, chosen from out 
front, weighs the reactions, then 
pairs off the lads and lasses in its 
estimation of the most congenial 
couples. As a spur to stimulating 
them toward closer friendships or 
the altar, sponsor affords them 


Ed | 


an | 


evening out in one of the pop niter- | 


ies. 


Quizzers dig right in, 


personal stuff, which draws plenty | 


| of response from the audience. Gals 


hitting on | 


try to be aloof of course, thereby 
giving openings that were pried 
into deeply, to the titters of the | 


| listeners. 
| Show should have wide appeal 
Only debatable point 
number of commercials. 








duce.a constant stream of delin-|the tide and start turning these use- | ject is awarded a box of sponsor’s 
quents, rotten both because of jless tens of thousands who never | candy accompanied by a short spiel 
economic want and lack of under-|had a chance into worthwhile citi- | on the merits of sweets. _Opening 
standing; the agencies grossly under-|zens is another point, and one upon| and closing commercials bring the 
staffed and pitiably equipped* that | which many may, differ with| number to eight. Program should 
try to quell the ever-increasing |Shayon. The causes are so deep | improve greatly if it halves the 
number of misunderstood children! rooted that thé nation could con-! number of plugs. 
<4 : fecen 2 Me 
Le res a 3 My, 
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building listenership .. . merchandising your show to the 
thousands of Ark-La-Tex radio homes thru... 


$0-kw KWKH. In addition to dominant and exclusive 
coverage of the great 47-county Ark-La-Tex and its billion 
dollar buying power, alert KWKH promotion® is constantly 


So 
















Effective direct mail 


+ 

® Frequent spot announcements 
- 

® Outdoor 





Regular, large-space newspaper ads 


* At absolutely no charge 
to the sponsor, 


SHREVEPORT _ 
S02 000 WATTS _ 


Represented by The Branham 


concerns the | 
Each sub- | 


| With Roger 





we 


Jolson’s Guesters 


Al Jolson has the right idea 
about not bothering with the 
headaches of his own programs 
if he can continue doing as he 
did with Crosby and Cantor two 
nights in a row last week. Just 
guesting around should be nice 
$5,000-a-crack pin-money for 
America’s No. 1 one-man enter- 
tainer whom Larry’ Parks 
“brought back.” 

Such is the transition of time 
and space that it took a new- 
comer’s mimicry of the original’s 
crack soundtrack, in a film bio- 
graphical, to bring Jolson back 
from a place he never went to, 
for the simple reason he’s never 
been “away.” 

As Jolson ad libbed with Can- 
tor he has enough years left for 
two more pictures in view of 
Parks ending “The Jolson Story” 


at 35. Incidentally, Cantor even 
topped Crosby by permitting 
Jolie to garner all the toppers. 
Both let Jolson bounce every- 
thing on them but a connonball. 
The challenge between Jolson 
and Cantor was natural—Jolie 


doing Cantor’s “Susie” and the 
latter taking-off on Jolson’s 
“California Here I Come.” Jol- 
son’s salute to Cantor’s “Ida” 
and the latter’s tribute to “the 
world’s . greatest entertainer” 
made this—like the Crosby show 
the night before—one of the top 
half-hours in radio. After all, 
where could get a better 
parlay than Jolson and Crosby, 
unless it might be Jolson and 
Cantor. That reads like a bene- 
fit. It was—for the radio lis- 
tener. It made it worthwhile for 
them to listen about the “33 fine 
brews in Pabst’s. Blue Ribbon” 
or the Groaner and the mammy- 
singer dueting the Philco com- 
mercial. And Jolie gets in his 
own commercial—the plug for 
“The Anniversary Song,” writ- 
teh by himself and Saul Chap- 
lin, which he sang on both 
shows. (Incidentally, it may be 
fitting to answer here those 
captious correspondents to 
Variety about the tune being a 
‘lift’ on a PD (public domain) 
tune, “Over the Waves,” when 
it’s reprised that Jolson, fpr 
years, has instructed ASCAP to 
automatically mail his dividend 
checks to the Will Rogers Sani- 
tarium at Saranac). Abel. 


you 








LUNCHEON AT SARDIrsS 

Bower, emcee; George 
Hogan, announcer; Vincent Sardi, 
Jr.; Harry Hershfield, Roscoe 
Karns, Jan Murray, Paula Lau- 
rence, Johnny Long, Judith Eve- 
lyn, Bert Wheeler, others 


Writer-Director: Gary Stevens 
Producer: Marlowe Lewis 

30 mins., Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

If this new Saturday afternoon 
feature maintains the pace it set in 
its preem airing (8), it ought to be 
in for a good run, Opener was click 
stuff. Roger Bower, presiding at a 


| mike set up in Vincent Sardi’s see- 


| and-be-seen 


bistro, “a heartbeat 
away from Times Square,” corraled 


a bevy of the Broadway limelighters 
who frequent the place to give the 
series a good sendoff. 

With dishes clattering faintly for 
background, Bower introduced the 
stanza—“a sort of vocal 
guess you might call it’—with a 
brief description of Sardi’s, its his- 
tory as a gathering place of theatri- 
cal folk and its locale. Vincent Sardi, 
Jr., came up and told how, as soon 
as he returned from the war,* hi 


| father turned the place over to him 


and hiked out to see the country. 
Then followed, for the better part 


| of the 30-min. cycle, a swift parade 
| to the mike of show-worldly  habi- 


| tues 





of Sardi’s, 
Hershfield. 
Roscoe Karns reported he was re- 
hearsing “Heyday,” in which he 
wears a nightgown throughout. 
Bandleader Johnny Long said he 


led off by Harry 


thought the pop trend is to sweet ! 


ee THERE'S PLENTY OF 
play. Jan | 


music. Judith Evelyn, star of “Craig’s 
Wife,” said she didn’t see the. orig- 
inal production of this 
Murray, comedian appearing at Van- 
ity Fair, remembered a video per- 
formance he did which “held back 
television about 20 years.” Paula 
Laurence, of the cast of ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” and an outlander, Mrs. 
Richard Ash, in town to see some 
shows, described each other’s hats. 
Bert Wheeler told how he had been 
pinch-hitting for ailing Jackie Glea- 
son at Billy Rose’s boite. 

Tempo of the banter mounted as 
the period progressed, everybody 
sticking around to toss in 


ening at moments to an everybody’s- 
in-the-act pitch. Bower, having 
adeptly set the repartee in motion. 


had only to slam on the brakes as | 


the time ran out. 


Variety, I 


} another | 
two bits’ worth, the chatter height- | 





PRELUDE TO MOSCOW - 

With Chartes Collingwood, Howarg 
K. Smith, Richard Hottelet, Ste. 
ee Laird, William L. Shirer 

verett Holles, Allan Jackson . 
| Supervisor: Ruth Ashton 
| Producer: Robert Heller 
30 mins.,-Sun. (9), 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N.Y. 

With the Big Four Foreign Minis. 
ters meeting in Moscow Monday 
(10) on the momentous question of 
settling the problem of Germany 
and hence the problem of worid 
peace, the CBS Documentary Unit 
‘In cooperation with CBS News. 
skedded this show Sunday (9) 4s 
the conference’s curtain-raiser, to 
sketch in the background of the 
problem. 

In a brief half-hour CBS tried to 
highlight the problerr in short head. 
line discussion, bringing in its ex. 
perts on both sides of the Atlantie. 





If the material was necessarily fa- 
miliar, or the presentation a little 
general or even superficial, th¢ pro- 


gram was nevertheless important. It 
was a needed refresher on the Ger- 
man. problem, important in im- 
presSting the world, and certainly 
CBS’ American-listening public, with 


the awesome consequences of this 
meeting. Hence the program was a 
notable public service, in keeping 
with CBS’ high tradition in this 
field. 


as narrator in New York, program 
| shifted to Berlin, to “.ondon, to N. Y. 
| again, picking up expert findings on 
| the State of Germany, opinion among 
} the Allies, and feeling for thé future. 


|One expert followed another with- 
out fanfare, to get to the point of 
the discussion in sharply-etched, 
documentary fashion. Program ran 
i smo »thly. 

Richard Hottelet, from Berlin, 
(Continued on page 50) 











es 


even 
better! 


NOW — 
along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 





A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Origine! 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “Vive 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 
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With Charles Collingwood acting 


|'Making the best 
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SOUND 


As mariners place confidence in—and are 
guided by—a beam of light, radio listeners in 
America's Third Largest Market place con- 
fidence in—ard are guided by—the beam of 
sound they know as WCAU. 


This confidence, built upon twenty-five years of 
broadcasting good entertainment, purposeful 
community service and prestige advertising 
can be your guide in charting a successful 
course in the great WCAU coverage area. 


WCAU 


50,000 WATTS 


PHILADELPHIA'S LEADING RADIO INSTITUTION 


* CBS AFFILIATE 
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Co-op Time Hits The Big Time 


Continued from page 39 





has moved in to do a similar job 
for CBS and already is whipping up 


*, full kit of merchandising aids for 


use in hypoing co-op sales. Net at 
the same time has announced an in- 
centive cash bonus plan for local 
station salesmen and repriced co-up 
shows to stations to compensate for 
differences in time zones and station 
market sizes. 


Co-ops have been steadily taking 
on added significance in recent 
months as result of the addition of 
F. H. LaGuardia, “Town Meeting of 
the Air,” Kate Smith, Elmer Davis 
and other “name” properties to the 
list of offerings under this heading. 
Still more high-calibre fare is in 
the making; Mutual, which claims 
No. 1 position in the co-op stakes 
(but doesn’t air quite as many co- 
op hours per week as ABC at pres- 
ent), is angling for two “really big- 
name calibre” shows to bill coop- 
eratively alongside Miss Smith and 
LaGuardia. 


In fact Mutual “is definitely 
thinking and talking of five new co- 
op shows,” reports Bert Hauser, di- 
rector of co-op sales. Besides the 
two top-notch items, still very much 
under wraps, the additions would 
include “Meet the Press,” “Ameri- 
can Forum” and “Alexander’s Me- 
diation Board.” With 13 co-op 
shows running 12% hours weekly 











now on the ether, and Kate Smith’s 
five-a-week stanza set to teeoff June 
23, addition of the contemplated co- 
ops would up the net’s total to 18 
shows, running well over 16 hours 
weekly. Mutual co-op show sales 
have hit an all-time peak of 720 
(compared with 513 a year ago), 
Hauser reports, and this doesn’t in- 
clude “more than 150 stations which 
have either sold or have options” on 
the new Kate Smith stanza. 


Heavy promotion barrages, “from 
blotters to 24-sheet posters,” are cur- 
rently being mapped at MBS for 
Kate Smith’s debut as well as for 
net’s co-op headliner, Fulton Lewis, 
Jr., whose latest program sale count 
stands at 254 stations. Mutual, in- 
cidentally, despite its accent on co- 
ops, holds to the claim that it “does 


not aim to make money, but rather | 


to serve the affiliates” through this 
type of programming. 


At ABC’s New York co-op offices 
they’re happily pointing to a record 
two-month (Jan. and Feb.) volume 
of new 178 sales, including 64 spon- 
sors for the hour-long “Town Meet- 
ing of the Air.” It’s mainly at- 
tributable, they say, to the sales 
award plan set up recently which 
gives station salesmen points toward 
merchandise prizes (iceboxes, furni- 
ture, radios, etc.) on all local co-op 
sales. “It really works,” beams 
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The MUTUAL program 


that pulled 


1,000,000 letters 


in 125 days 


j Feb. 27 
1947 


‘The program is “‘Heart’s Desire’’—the new daytime 
surprise hit—produced by America’s top originator 
of daytime successes including Mutual’s ‘“‘Queen.” 


*“‘Heart’s Desire” started on Mutual on September 
9 and immediately the mail began to pour in. By 
October 19, the program had received over 100,000 
letters; on November 15 it was over 250,000. By 
that time (with no attempt to reach a record mail 
pull) there was no stopping it. On February 27th the 
1,000,000th letter came in. They’re still flooding 
in—the record for one week being 126,000 letters. 


That’s audience response that an advertiser — that 
you—can convert into bigger sales figures— because 
the program is available for sponsorship. 
And here are additional facts: 

-“‘Heart’s Desire” has the strip a half-hour fol- 


lowing the high-rating “Queen For A Day.”’ In 
between is ‘‘Harlem Hospitality Club’’ (catch 


this one, too). 


—‘‘Heart’s Desire” has a loyal, growing audi- 
ence. Its rating trend is almost an exact du- 
plicate of “‘Queen’s’’ rating pattern. 


—‘‘Heart’s Desire’’ has strong emotional appeal 
..-and exceptional merchandising possibilities. 


—‘‘Heart’s Desire” is not only a moderate cost 


show —it’s a buy. 


We will be glad to rush you the full story. 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


WORLD’S LARGEST NETWORK 


Harold Day, co-op program sales 
manager, 
14 Heurs of ABC Time 

ABC’s 12 co-ops, paced by Bauk- 
hage with 100 sponsors on 90 sta- 
tions, are currently consuming 14 
hours of the net’s weekly air time, 
topping the other nets from time 
standpoint. A new co-op show will 
be added to ABC’s schedule shortly, 
Day reported. 


Success of “Town Meeting” in 
snaring an impressive list of spon- 
sors in a few weeks is veing cited 
from several angles, chief one being 
the proof it’s felt to represent that 
local advertisers are not adverse to 
bankrolling public service offerings 
of top caliber. Also that the local 
peep ase store or bank or news- 
' 





paper (seven of latter are sponsor- 
ing “Town Meeting”) can be inter- 
|ested in an hour-long co-op, with a 


correspondingly heavier tab than 


many co-op items. 

CBS, like NBC, has only seven 
stanzas in the co-op category, all of 
|them news or news analysis features 
with the exception of “House Party.” 
| Latter, biggest article on the co-op 
block (running 25 minutes across the 
board), may be yanked out of this 
classification if Armour picks up an 
option on the show before April 11. 
If Armour grabs it, a new show “of 
equal quality” will be placed on the 
co-op list, CBS officials say. Pro- 
gram presently has 24 local sponsors. 
|In any event, “more co-op shows are 
lunder serious consideration,” they 
| admit, “and one may be a 30-minute 
| show.” 

NBC, while professing little inter- 
est in the field, admits one new co-op 
is in the offing, tut declines as yet 
to say what type of show it will be 
or where it will be slotted. Net’s 
present co-op lineup—all news or 
news comment except the Saturday 
afternoon “Veterans’ Advisor”’—has 
aggregate total of only 150 station 
sales. Year ago NBC had nine co-op 
shows sold on a top of nearly 200 
outlets. 

Mum on the dollar-volume of their 
co-op billings, the nets toss out their 
competitive claims, for what they’re 
worth, in percentage gains or total 
station sales. CBS reports 533 co-op 
“program units per week” presently 
sponsored; last summer the figure 
was somewhat below the 100 local- 
client mark. ABC claims a 25% in- 
crease in number of sponsors and 
20% gain in co-op billings since last 
Sept. 3. Mutual puts its local spon- 
sor gain at 40% and its billings in- 
crease at 33% for the past year. 

Incomparable as they are from a 
competitive standpoint, these claims, 
added up with other developments, 
clearly indicate the co-op is emerg- 
ing into the bigtime as a factor in 
broadcasting. 





Bulova 


Continued from page 40 





O’Dea claimed a change in call let- 
ters and assets of WOV and WNEW 
was done without his knowledge 
with intent to defraud. He asks 
damages of $500,000. O’Dea also has 
10% of WNEW. 

In accordance with an earlier con- 
tract, Bulova gave O’Dea 60 days’ 
notice of his intent to sell WOV. 
O'Dea has 60 days from Feb. 26, to 
exercise his option to buy the sta- 
tion. 

Application explains that Bulova, 
Sanford Cohen, Harold A. LaFount 
and Morris Zimmerman will im- 
mediately sever all connections with 
WOV if and when FCC approves the 
sale. At the same time, Henschel 
has contracted to give up his jobs as 
vice-president and secretary with 
the Bulova Watch Co. if he is 
authorized to buy WOV. 

Gross profit of WOV for the six 
months ended Feb. 28, 1947, was 
given as $105,610 and net profit, 
$3,346. Total assets of the WoDaam 
Corp. are set at $241,212. Bulova’s 


of $2,000,000 and buyer Harry Hen- 
schel’s at $715,854. 

Sales application was accompanied 
by endorsements of Henschel from 
veterans administrator Omar Brad- 
ley; Brigadier General R. G. Moses; 
General McCormack, of the Atomic 


Energy Commission, and Eugene 
Meyer, owner of the Washington 
Post. The former knew Henschel 


as a Lt. Col. in World War i1. 
Henschel had worked as secretary 
for Meyer in 1913. 

Henschel told the FCC he proposed 
no immediate change in the service 
given by WOV. He intends to use 
the call WOV to symbolize “World 
of Veterans.” 





Columbus—Frank N. Jones 
been appointed 
WCOL. 


has 
sales manager of 





committees. 
chairman), president of the Ameri- 
can Assn. of Advertising Agencies; 
Justin Miller, NAB prexy, and Paul 






net worth was quoted as in excess | 








‘Clean Up Air’ 


Cont'nued from page 39 


pattern. As such the meetings will 


be held on a new plane, minimizing 
the heretofore concern over traf- 
fic dept. snafus and the like and 
spotlighting attention on achieving 
an adult point of view in program- 
ming. 

To carry out the advertiser agency 
network proposals as formulated at 
last Thursday’s (5) meeting in New 
York, a committee on organization 
and finance was appointed to define 
the organization’s structure and de- 
vise an equitable plan for its sup- 
port, 

Named as members of this com- 
mittee were Edgar Kobak, president 
of Mutual, as chairman; Niles Tram- 
mell, NBC prexy’s Clair R. McCol- 
lough, president, WGAL, Lancaster; 


I. R. Lounsberry, exec. veepee, WGR, 


Buffalo; Thomas D’Arcy Brophy, 
president of Kenyon & Eckhardt; 
Sigurd S. Larmon, president of 


Young & Rubicam; Robert F. Elder, 


Lever Bros. veepee, and Donovan 


B. Stetler, ad director of Standard 
Brands. 


Also named were two. advisory 
Frederic R. Gamble 


B. West, president of ANA, will 
function as an advisory committee 
on association and industry rela- 
tions, 


The second advisory committee 
will function on legal questions. It 
is composed of Isaac W. Digges 
(ANA), as chairman; George Link 
(AAAA): Don E. Petty (NAB), and 
A. L. Ashby, Julius F. Brauner, and 
Joseph A. McDonald for the net- 
works. 








Y&R 


Continued from page 39 


wholesale wave of program shifts 
and cancellations include the Bor- 
den account. Fadeout of the Ginny 
Simms show at the end of the sea- 
son puts the account in jeopardy, 
with Kenyon & Eckhardt making a 
bid for the billings. 


Also affected will be the Lever 
Bros. account, with client dropping 
the $17,000 Joan Davis show at the 
end of the season and cutting down 
to a $4,500 program. Agency’s Lipton 
Tea (also Lever Bros.) program- 
ming is being overhauled, too, with 
the Arthur Godfrey show replacing 
“Vox Pop.” And Y&R recently lost 
billings on the General Electric 
“House Party” show when GE 
dropped sponsorship of the cross- 
the-board program. Agency also is 
affected in General Foods’ dropping 
of “McGarry and His Mouse” on 
Mutual. 


Meanwhile, there’s some- doubt 
about the future of the agency’s 


Alan Young show, with reports that. 


Bristol-Myers may let it go at the 
end of the semester. 





Kansas City—City Commissioners 
of Kansas City,eKan., granted au- 
thority to erect a radio antenna at a 
near central location to the Sun- 
flower Broadcasting System last 


week. Firm was formed by Harry 
Butler and Harry Scherzer, jr., and 
has filed an application with FCC 
for an FM license with the call let- 
ters KSBS. 





FCC May Ease On 
Station Breaks 


Washington, March 11. 
FCC spokesmen admitted today 
the commission is considering re. 


laxing its rules to require station 
breaks and identification on the hour 


rather than at 30-minute intervals 
as is now the case. No proposed rule 


has yet been drawn up, however, 
and the industry will have full op- 
portunity to protest such a move, 
it was pointed out. 

FCC chairman Charles R. Denny 
has publicly stated that the half- 
hour rule is dated, since it was put 
on the books in the early days of 
broadcasting to insure that stations 
stayed on frequency and to aid FCC 
monitors in checking. individual 
transmitters. Now with better 
equipment and receivers there's lit- 
tle chance of stations drifting off 
frequency. 


Relaxation of the half-hour rule 
is being opposed by several network 
affiliates who now pick up plenty of 
dough with spots fitted in with the 
station breaks. The affiliates say 
that the networks might take it 
in their heads to program 45 min- 
utes or one-hour straight, which 
would cut down the numbervof spots 
fitted into the high Hooper network 
programs. 

















RADIO PRODUCER 
OR DIRECTOR 


with strong agency or network con- 
tacts. Minimum 5 years’ experience 
plus thorough talent knowledge. Mo- 
tion Picture experience also helpful. 


Salary, $7,500 up. 


Apply Box 201, Variety 
154 West 46th St., New York 19 
































“‘Must’ve had your Wheaties this morning, J.B.” 
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FOR YOU POST READERS! 


In the new issue now on sale, Asso- 
ciate Post Editor Jack Alexander 
pulls no punches in his intimate 
close-up of radio’s sentimental 
swami—the perpetually optimistic 
Gabriel Heatter. You’ll learn 
(among other things) why he’s a 
far-from-happy man (although he 
makes $400,000 a year), why he 
uses six typewriters at once, how 
his wife talked him out of commit- 
ting suicide—and why his fan mail 
is filled with letters from listeners 
who say ‘‘Thank God for Gabriel 
Heatter—he makes it possible for 
us to go to sleep at night.’”’ Don’t 


miss a single word about... 


GABRIEL HEATTER 


The Great 
Gabho 


by JACK ALEXANDER 
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RALDS 11:10 EXPRESS . F ank Lam R : 
With Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald Wee sen Eee, Andes Muhistock, | I'T) ping heports 
J] e Producer: Murdock Pemberton ac ° e © ; 
: d -Fri,, 6:45 p.m, | Producer-director: Ted Root 
Radio Reviews Participating res 50 mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 11:10 p.m. rit. ado 10n 
ing ° 
WJZ, N. ¥. Sustain | I la d P. 
Continued from are, - Fl : Listeners who dialed to WJZ sag atl neg gn switch on disk nto sk n OSSesSions 
ied to describe the Germany of to-; cut divisions in subject matter or! (yy) 4¢ 6:45 p.m. Monday (10) ‘ockeving that’s not been heard be-|_ Frank Lamping, representing the Cc 
pes in chaos, its juve delinquency | treatment. The Ick has a one oe heard the mike cut in on a man in ec raced ty anyway. Up-and- | Broadcast Relay League, has com. FM 
ate a palling, its whole situation a and a vigorous presentation, but no the middle of saying something cated CJAD, never afraid to try |pleted a five-months inspection visit stat 
r p d K. Smith, from| enough of either to gloss over lack about “ in a positive sort of way. i eae up with |to Trinidad, British West Indi nou 
py stowed with a summary of any “exclusive” angles on the She’s rich and he’s poor....” There something cee’ as rding to local | jast k a rned to’Lond les, and Fin 
— eden Conference, stress-| news. Some, but not all, of Ickes | (ore some faint voices in the back- preset ae that, “he pre dh smnet | ote se | tiled ma Any Oncon on the it 
a al Potsdam blueprints of crush- | special pares ot ie _ = a ground, Then the man suggested neces - S Pasig Rye > ee iza — rE wa we is or 
: ss n-| week, though it was plainly K “Mrs. Fitzgerald, speak up.” Ros 3 i te Am om ‘ rr ‘ 
ing i eco ee deat a troductory broadcast to set the scene And sr nainhaa cath "And New | ,, Ted — is eo yor: Rea anaes capitalists operates a “hired radio Jat! 
calorie aasie t Russia of a Sovi-|rather than wow his audience the | yor) jisteners who tune in mornings | Muhlstock, pt ar has as its| set” service which has hundreds of mit 
es ;—and how these| first time around. Ickes made it) recognized the voices as those of Ed| the femme spot. ‘ith varied disks |thousands of subscribers in Great 
oa cull beame the future. Ste-| clear he would say what he pleased | and Pegeen Fitzgerald, WJZ’s in- Selenaaned te ba imaginary walk | Britain itself. The syndicate con. N 
Laird, also from London, re- | over the air, sponsor or no sponsor, | Geratigable breakfast-table banterers through the cars. Starting with the|templates expansion into various fea 
ae = zonal scheme in Ger-| and ba as a gory Larry wae —but what were they doing chat- pred you get hot music; baggage | British possessions, wh 
many and how it had promoted dis: | mobs ney in his initial broadcast, how- Or Ges we is gy six | car, novelty items (Spike Jones);/ Before the war Lamping was as- phi 
sension and suspicion. N.Y er sy ever, he had an unkind word only hea = Brg Tey ool! “Pitzgee” Refrigerator car, advance ae apt sistant general manager of Radio loci 
wiltem on om antlating -the | for Bilbo and across-the-board re- topical repartee — about Chevalier, | Club ge small pe wg Sd aoe Normandie, operating from London. anc 
= that de-Nazification was a sorry | ductions in income taxes as proposed | wainbocher, the Postoffice, Vanity een Sees are Fat wens: During the war with the rank of adv 
telhure that Naziism is still a| by some GOP’ers. | Fair nightclub and other things— | a the program are inter-|R. A. F. Wing Commander he was anc 
sainidenk that Germany today if per-| Otherwise, he praised Truman’s re- | that listeners got in on the secret.|  .* Ss of visiting celebs On airer {attached to the William S. Paley abl 
mitted would still vote overwhelm-| cent appointments—beginning with| During a commercial tor Launder- | V" we oun deck Wehaee ms. ot wing of army psychological warfare 
ingly Nazi. Everett Holles, from| nomination of Marshall as Secretary | all, Mrs. F. said the nice Launderall ee ; : 
Chicago just back from Europe, dis- | of State—and wound up with a plea | dealers were sponsoring this, a new It’s all ad lib and show caught . ! 
cussed ‘the industrial paralysis of|to aid Britain in the present coal | five-evenings-a-week series by the showed Miss Muhlstock to have the WTOL Hearin Due de 
present-day German industry. Allan | and power shortage. . | happy F's. | ideal voice for this program: a cross g . 
Jackson, from London, reviewed the! Since Ickes has announced he in- Then talk of sundry subjects re- | between a bobby-soxer and young Washington, March 11. net 
work of the preliminary conference | tends to peddle platters of his shows | sumed, with no definite commercials ingenue. Root has a natural ad lib FCC today (11) set down for com- Fa’ 
of deputy foreign ministers the past|to other stations throughout the| further injected save one for that approach and sock tonal quality. ge 2 dat tip be 
few months, preparing for the Mos- | country, it is obvious that the con-| wonderful San Benito sweet ver- Se oterin with Kahane clicked, | Petitive hearing, at a date to be an- cle 
cow meet. — tent of future broadcasts will have | mouth. It seemed as though no mar- | por. ioe it straight, easy on the | ownced later, the license renewal 
A listener began to understand, of | to be less personalized and more | ried couple lived who so enjoyed ex- “ Rs and avoids the sarcastic | of WTOL, Toledo, one of the seven ) 
be “briefed, on what the Moscow | punchy, Washingtonians who have | changing pleasant tidbits of informa- : reat of some w.k. diskers. stations lambasted in the FCC's | 
meet was about, the terrible com-/| been watching and admiring Ickes | tion with each other. yg tem is good bet for any sponsor, | Blue Book for program deficiencies. ne 
plex problems involved, and the|in action for the past 15 years can At length, however, Mr. F. com- Laza, Another company, Public Service Co 
vital need for its success Bron. | be expected to be a sympathetic and | plained that Mrs. F. wouldn't let Broadcasters. Inc. has put i ' be 
—_——— consistent audience. The folks in the | him finish a subject, and he “never : MOUGHTS roadcasters, Inc., as put in a com- wi 
Lee | sticks may not feel the same way | got to talk,” etc. “Is harmony de-| FIRESIDE THOUG peting bid for WTOL’s channel. Cc 
Signe ago ——e 30 p.m | about it. Holl. | parting from our midst?” asked Mrs. Mae Meng Pet eon ———_—_—_—_—_--- ai, 
5 mins., Tuesday, 5: -m. exnesouemneceammanh F. But before the man could answer, ' : ial te - 
CHEVROLET BEFARFAST WITH BINNIE. AND Bay Nag Be hee reading about | 30 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., Midnight PROCKTER EXPANDS co 
WGAY, Silver Pema a Lis MIKE : . a town named Harmony, and about WENE Chicago Bernard J. Prockter, whose radio s 
Former Secretary of interior Har- i nes, Mike Franko-| towns named other ways, like Tran- ame Se : ; +. |production outfit is prepping the a 
old Ickes’ teeoff broadcast as com- ee me Oe eaL tm quillity, and about something her| This is a are ve, eae oe Se new Pall Mall show, “Feature As- tal 
mentator for WGAY was full of | 5, rticipating mother used to say. By this time | Premiere, and pone Me Only,” | signment,” to replace Frank Mor- sti 
good humor and replete with per- 30 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 8:30 a.m.| the Fitzgeralds’ new quarter-hour | males. Since title, “For Men Only, ’ a De 
sonal references to the Ickes’ farm, KFVD, Los Angeles : was up—or almost up. Mr. F., get-| already is in use, the program is |gan, has added a pair of execs to 
his reasons for going on the WGAY It remained _ one of L. A.’s| ting in the last word anyway, said, | introduced as Fireside Thoughts. It’s | his staff. ill 
ether and reminiscences of his tak-| J ayer indies to have a go at the| “We'll be back tomorrow morning | for men, with June ye ees Everett Rosenthal, formerly gen- th 
ing oath of office as Secretary Of| burnt toast yackety session so popu- | at 8:15. Good-night.” of ceremonies, in soft and subdued |...) manager of Rockhill Radio, bu 
the Interior for F.D.R. just 14 years lar with easterners. The family sub- Ri < ade tones, making strong bid to enchant moves in as veepes. Jerome C Te 
ago last Tuesday. Broadcast through- jects in this matutinal stripper are : the masculine listeners. In whispery Robi to : ith Biow fr 
out was free of the barbs and hard- fairly well known to the mine run of WLW 25th ANNIVERSARY voice she asks the lads to relax, sit | Robinson, rmerly wi iow ; 
hitting epithets with which Ickes| giajers the hausfrau being a cinema| Writer: Dave Brown back and take it easy, watch the | agency, returns to Prockter as treas- vi 
belabors the men-in-the-news in his emoter and the breadwinner a sport- Producer: Kenneth Smith glowing flame from far away, to the urer. ne 
newspaper columns. As a result, it caster and film actor of sorts,| Musical Director: Joseph Lugar tune of lovely music. 2 le 
probably was disappointing to many | There’s also the house pooch, Zesto, 60 Mins.; Wed. (5) 7 p.m. A platter follows, “Dancing in the pz 
of his listeners who want Ickes with | who gets talked about but is allowed | Sustaining Dark,” also subdued, fitting the P) 
meat or not at all. nary a woof. WLW, Cincinnati mood of Miss Merrill. She returns WNBF SALES CHIEF a 
Format of the show is straight} ‘The gamut of topics, fashions, gar- Celebrating its silver jubilee | with more chatter between disks, 
running commentary, with no clear-/| gening, weather reports and a dash| March 2-8, WLW topped curtsy re- | using yarns and comments on stories 
—— of Hollywood gossip get a light run-| minders between station and net-| in_the dailies. — ae 
over with Mike Frankovitch leading | work programs with a full-hour| Idea has definite possibilities, par- sc 
most of the way. His is a mike per-| salute at the midway point, on time | ticularly in view of the marked suc- si 
sonality; Binnie Barnes isn’t. It's| waived by Chesterfield anf Pure| cess made by male platter spinners. p 
adlib all the way, with occasional| Oil. The special show touched Apparently, Station feels that as dk 
reference to notes, and easy to take. | scantily on the station’s outstanding | jockey’s strong appeal is to the 
It’s kept informal and catch-as-catch- | record of firsts in power and serv- femme audience, a gal may accom- 
can, and smartly avoids getting t00 | ices to listeners via varied programs, | plish similar results with men lis- 
acty or stilted. Sports being his | and included voices or mentions of | teners. 
oyster, Frankovitch couldn't resist not nearly all of the former staffers 4 
flipping — baskets for the UCLA} who have climbed in other radio | {******+**++++ooooseoeos 
casaba athletes. _ astures. 4 | C 
“Binnie and Mike” might work up ° Peter Grant turned in his. usual ;Fol Ow-lp omment 
a fair sized audience for their lip-| good performance of dramatizing | ¢ 8 
and-larynx didoes and a few more| the heavy narrating end of the pro- | ' é 
participating clients but there are| gram, Scripter had Crosley getting Milton Berle, whose new show for sl 
odds to surmount. Station is on few! jnto radio by building a receiving | pnijipn Morris’ preemed last night c 
push button sets and is popular | set for his son as an economy meas- (Tues) on NBC, grabbed himself tl 
hereabouts only with devotees of} yre then going into the thing com-| and his sponsor a firstrate buildu | 
recorded music and the running| mercially and later branching into f ~ nike shot Sunday (9) on Fred . 
ponies, It’s okay for a breakin but broadcasting to provide more air en- ‘Alle e” rogra Skit had Allen 
to really get going they'll have to| tertainment for purchasers of his prt sade ge ”- t as ’ 
find a station of greater acceptance | <6+. and growing up with the broad. | ¢°y at ~ } Vall onthe Berk he 
generally. Helm. casting Koss of the industry. ‘ Be but ‘Wels a te pK ek I 
se Reaching from the crystal set era in; ili i c 
“HIRES TO YA St. Louis — Jean Gose, recent/to the Bake ex-WLW people, sopebia a Fig A Ba ig t 
FOR SECOND YEAR member of the radio department of Pg senetaanert, — aeaee topnotch listening fun. And Philip I 
the Anfenger Advertising Agency, | from or referre in yearly stages. j itsel i 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST has been named Education Director | They included Fred Smith, the sta. | Mortis Since ae hn, ee : 
f KMOX tion’s first studio director, originator | jea¢ Tea. 
Z : of the March of Pe yang It’s regrettable, however, that . 
Poe "| Row an exec of the Cincy College | there isn’t some way of. laugh-test- 
ee??? of Music; Little Jack Little, Singin’ | ing a studio audience before it is STANLEY N. HESLOP ‘ 
* Sam, Mills Bros. Hink and Dink, | seated. This stanza had a raucous , NBF (Binghamton , 
Tony Wons, Ed Byron, Jay Jostyn, | jaugher somewhere near the mike || National sales on WNBF (Bingho _ ’ 
Bob Brown, Jane Froman, Leh who had spasms at the slightest N. Y.) are in the capable hands , 
Waller, Red Barber, Red Skelton, | quip, It happens on a lot of shdws, |{|Stanley N. Heslop. This month he , 
sonny Diam. nee reg tens — and gives a listener the impression |] sterts his 18th year on the station's . 
Ch ‘ot vege ye wad, ter | that the act, no matter how funny, |] sales staff. { 
re —" the Ink Sp oes) Smilin’ Ed must be terribly funnier—to see. ' 
McConnell, Norman Corwin, Jack ar ~En 
Zoller, Jack Berch and his wife Y : 
(now Jack and Jill), Bob Newhall, . ‘ 
Salt and Peanuts, Seger Ellis, Ford, 
Gene and Glenn, and many others. 
2 Speaking as president of Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp., James D. Shouse 
7 predicted ma eceching changes in ; 
MAR American radio for the near future 1 
e THIS MONTH KS THE - and stated that WLW, now a part 
. of Aviation Corp., will invest several , 
2S th 4 million dollars in television and FM. 
e / : Koll, 
° 7 
* TALES FROM FAIRYLAND 
With Lucille Ryan, narrator 
® Writer-Producer: Lucille Ryan | 
s 15 mins., Saturdays, 1:45 p.m. | 
Sustaining | 
e THE VOICE OF THE SOUTH — ATLANTA WINS, N. Y. | 
+ WINS herewith offers a quarter- | 
hour designed to keep the little tikes 0 
? The oldest radio station in Dixie, WS8 was ——— auto no cleans up the 
e lune ishes and prepares the kid- 
licensed March 15, 1922, and is now in its 26th year dies for their afternoon nap. Lucille Ni ceciie sacs diene toa eae 
, under the same call letters. Ryan, as “the story lady,” devotes Pa Covers NEN Ore § 
. of Bass Here , each stanza to a favorite fairy tale, more to a ‘strike’ than meets the eye. 
spinning it simply and quiétly, but Perf imi : 
. 750 KC @ 50,000 WATTS with skillful pacing and effective errect timing, impact, and follow-through 
. NBC Affiliate ——— ; = Bree of the expert — distinguish each ex- 
EDWARD PETRY & CO., INC. n program caught (8), Miss Ryan Perienced We . 
° ottendl Representatives did a click stint on the tale of “The oe oe Company representative. 
e Sleeping Beauty,” unraveling the 
e a aery of re wicked a: RADIO 
the slumbering princess and the 
a ® e ae prince ~ Sg gs to keep | smut VES 
wee listeners glued to the family | 
ATLANTA ° e ae a was well built for nar- new A n D co be A n Y ESENTATI 
ration and an organ accompaniment | Y ° c 
JOURNAL STATION Pees ee pleasantly backgrounded the reading. | ORK - BOSTON CHICAGO - DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Charlotte — Plans for 


proadcasting at the new WAYS | later. 


“about 30 days” were an- 

d by Walter Goan, manager. 
aoe) details have been worked out | 
chron equipment manufacturers who | 
sod guaranteed delivery and instal- 
setion of the new WAYS FM trans- 


mitter 


station in 





memphis — WHBQ's sked of local 
features includes “Who's New,” | 
which salutes new arrivals to Mem- 
phis from listings obtained from 
local hospitals. Names of parents 
and baby are read on the air, and 
on keeping new citizens well 


ivice 
= to a background of suit- 


and happy 
able music, 


N.¥.—Two new additions 
Elmira’s new Station, are | 
Bussard, formerly ar 
KSOO-KELO Sioux 
Falls, and WDGY, Minneapolis, to 
be continuity director and Don 
Cleveland as salesman. 


Elmira, 
to WELM 
Dennis W 
nouncer at 





Pittsburgh — A Sunday evening 


newscast has been added to Dick 
Cook’s daily schedule at KQV. It'll 
be sponsored * by local newsmag 
weekly, Bulletin-Index, of which 
Cook is the publishe His other 
airers are ankrolled by a flour 

Helen Harding has joined 


company 
WCAE traffic department, replacing 
Patricia Steeb, who becomes secre- 
tary. to Leonard Kapner, head of the 
station. She succeeds Jacqueline 
Dodge, who resigned on account of 
jll health. Clifford Edge, known on 
the stage as Cledge Roberts, a Pitts- 
burgher who went to the Carnegie 
Tech drama school, has resigned 
from a directorship with CBS Tele- 
vision Studios in order to head a 
new television course at Hunter Col- 
lege in New York and also to pre- 
pare for summer season at Harbor 
Playhouse, Marion, Mass., which he 
will direct. 

Lynchburg — WWOD, 1,000-watter 
scheduled to hit air here May 1, has 
signed with Mutual web. Tem- 
porary studios being readied in 
downtown office building, and will 














Blue Book 


Continued from page 41 _| 


shows, more sustaining programs 
and Jess back-to-back commercial 
shows are shown in logs and appli- 
cations filed currently with FCC 
than at any time since the depres- 
sion years. 

They point out that the very fact 
stations now have to file program 
logs for a composite week in which 
program promises are specifically 
checked with performance has put 
the industry on guard that Blue 
Book criteria are being invoked. 

With the heavy competition for 
new frequencies and even heavier 
competition among existing licensees 
who are seeking to better their fa- 
cilities and coverage, FCC has been 
able to use the Blue Book to ad- 
vantage, despite industry and NAB 
Protests as to its legality. Most ap- 
Plicants coming before FCC now 
point to that report and gear their 
testimony to tie in with its program 
recommendations. 

One of the most useful services 
performed by the Blue Book, ac- 
cording to log analysts at the com- 
mission, is its requirement that 
all stations report their com- 
mercial-versus-sustaining quotas on 
the basis of uniform definitions set 
forth in the report. Before the 


Blue Book came along, many 
broadcasters were tabbing as sus- 
tainers programs laced _ togethei 


with a string of paid-for spot an- 
nouncements, Since stations now 
know they are being measured in 
terms of uniform standards, the 


number and frequency of commer- 
cial slots has been cut down notice- 
adly, the FCC men say. 




















Boston—D. A. Myer. 
engineer for 


(NBC) uppe 


beginning ; be replaced by permanent building | 


former chief 
WBZ and WBZA 
d to top enginering job 


for Westinghouse. Myer gets newly 


created post 


itor of all 
| George Haggerty filling his vacated 


of technical field direc- 
Westinghouse 


post of engineering manager. 


Chicago—In an 


adult femme 


ee 


effort to help 
S grasp the international] 





Signed here. 
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General Mills Set to Air 
Entire K.C. Blues Sked 


Kansas City, March 11. 


Baseball broadcasts are coming 


| back in a big way for the 1947 sea- 
'son with a contract for one of the 


most extensive coverages in the his- 
tory of horsehide airings being 
General Mills is footing 
the bill to broadcast the entire 154- 
game schedule of the Kansas City 
Blues of the American Assn., with 
the pitch going for Wheaties. Deal 
worked out with Lee McPhail 
of the Blue, Ben Ludy representing 





On Safe Side 


Washington, March 11. 
FCC bench will pick up its sec- 
jond engineer and political inde- 
pendent when the Senate confirms 





|the appointment of ex-Commodore | 


'E. M. Webster to the Commission 
| vacancy creaied by resignation of 
|former Chairman Paul Porter. The 
| White House sent Webster’s nomina- 
ition to Capitol Hill last Friday (7) 


Webster Choice Seen Putting FCC 


of Political Fence 


cratic vacancy. His term’ expires 
/June 30, 1949. Nomination, however, 
|represents a compromise move by 
|the White House which had planned 
to put a Democrat in the FCC and 
bluntly told the GOP’ers to stop 
|tub-thumping for appointment of 
Miss Marion Martin, former head of 
the Women’s Division of the Re- 
publican National Committee. White 


‘originally supported Miss Martin but 


picture WLS is presenting “The the station and the Knox Reeves 2 Webster, retired onal Guard com- jis known to have settled for Web- 
A BC of World Affairs.” with 1; gency for GM modore and arto cniel of telecom- ster because of his long time com- 
Fisher, author and _ illust Seas , A major switch sets the airings on een as Tor the National Fed nunications experience and neral 
scribing events ideas a ms - = KCKN Capper 250-watter,. bi ngzing craton of onipp ns, wae he per- _— for me job 
women Series will ee “a “th 5 ne the broadcasts over from KCMO aames ( eg ce of F( C Chairman Webster will be the fourth , areer 
Fridays, at 3:30 to 4 > a eae ABC affiliate. where it has been the Charles R Denny Ji Commissione! man on the FCC bench, having 
' past couple of seasons. Larrv Rav |& K. Jett and Senator Wallace | served as an FCC assistant chief en- 
L Weheeee sports director of KCKN, has been| White (R., Maine) who occupies the | gineer from 1934 to 1942. Denny, 
‘Ty signed to spiel the games. supp] all-important positions of Senate Jett and Commissioner Rosel Hyde 
aS eUERALD-OMALL TEAM UP Walt per n “ = 7 ; 1teq | Majority leader and chairman of the ilso worked up the hard way. 
Roly ~~ tense Piya palartgy inthe play-by-play broadcasts here, | >enate Interstate Commerce Com- Webster will flank Jett as technical 
é izgeré Sample and vee- | and has been a fixture at the base- | mittee White once before boosted communications expert on the Com- 
pet with Erwin Wasey agency, has ball mike for a decade. Webster for an FCC post. His en- | mission His background closely 
sti et manager of anus dorsement is regarded as clinching parallels that of Jett. Both are 
sie uz, in a partnership | GOP approval of the nomination D. C. residents, ~ political inde- 
deal for a radio package agency. Louisville—WKYW, town’s newest Webster's appointment is being | pendents, and forme1 military men 
Outfit will be called Fitzgerald | airer, will commence daytime oper- | plugged as a merit choice placing | who were exposed to Navy com- 
Associates. They're currently pack- | ation on St. Patrick’s Day (17). In-|FCC on the Safe side of political | munications training. 
aging “Gasoline Alley,” Chicago | teresting angle on the station’s exec |fences. A political Independent and Webster's chief contribution te 
Tribune Syndicate strip and another | Staff is that five of the seven are |resident of the District of Columbia |FCC is reported to lie in inter- 
how for Simon & Schuster children’s | ex-marine: Station is licensed for|who has never voted in his life, | national radio and communications 
books daytime operation only Webster is being named to a Demo- | affairs 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 .m., EST 

A:G- thle Time eo Keeps” 
: . Happened in Broekly»’ 





























“suspense” originates at KNX 


so does “‘Romance of The Ranchos” 


Without a sound man to give the scuffle, the shot, and the 
thud of the body, even the best radio thriller — Columbia’s 
Suspense, of course — might be no more frightening than a 
burned out jack-o’-lantern. But superb acting, backed by 
carefully timed, deftly executed sound effects, can send a 
shiver from coast to coast. Suspense does .. . each Thursday 
night under the sponsorship of the Roma Wine Company. 


KNX’s ingeniously equipped, capably staffed sound depart- 
ment is typical of the support KNX gives the 37 transcon- 
tinental programs it originates for CBS. Local programs 
enjoy the sanie unstinted use of KNX’s network-caliber pro- 
duction accessories and engineering skills: For timebuyers 
the moral is plain: KNX can deliver your sales message to 
Southern California with every advantage of network pro- 


duction. 


By way of proof, take Romance of The Ranchos, a local 
KNX program that relives the days of sleepy mission towns 
and dashing caballeros. Month after month it leads the 
Hooperatings of shows designed for Los Angeles listeners. 
Small wonder the Title Insurance and Trust Company, in its 
fourth year of sponsorship, is enthusiastic over the boost 
given their program by KNX prestige and power. 


A KNX program is ready to underscore your sales impression 
on Southern California — the West's richest market. Give 


us, or Radio Sales, a call. 


COLUMBIA 


7. von LOS ANGELES + 50,000 WATTS 





Represented by Radio Sales, the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS 
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M-G-M RECORDS—with spring-| 
like yelHlow-and-black labeis—this | 
week make a promising, if not alto- | 
gethér spectacular, debut. Only two | 


disks—Jimmy Dorsey’s coupling of|a record company, we'd covet its| 


“Heartaches” and 
Greater Love” and Sy Oliver’s “Hey | 


Daddy-O” and “Slow Burn’—have! Langston Hughes score to “Street | 


- | 





_——- 





Suggested Programs 


“Heartaches”’"—Jimmy Dorsey 
M-G-M). 

“Tea for Two”’—Joe Mooney 
Quaret (Decca). 


“What Good Would the Moon | 


Be?”—Freddy Martin 
“I Can’t Give You 


(Victor ) 
Anything 


But Love” — Ethel Waters 
(Brunswick). 
“Maracas” — Lecuona Cuban 


Boys (Majestic). 

“Linda”—Ray Noble and Bud- 
dy Clark (Columbia). 

“In the Modd’—Glenn Miller 
(Bluebird). 








reached us, but they would seem to 
augur favorably for the company’s 
future. We found one thing about 
them especially impressive: their sur- 
faces are unusually good for a new 
label. This, by practically any 
standards, must be regarded as a 
considerable asset. 


“Heartaches,” which by now is a 
revival of major consequence, is 
given an engaging treatment by the 
Dorsey band and its two vocalists, 
Bob Carroll and Dee Parker. On the 
whole, Dorsey has managed to in- 
vest the tune with a certain buoy-'! 
ancy that is quite welcome after-ea | 
flood of lachrymose interpretations. | 
Arrangement is intelligent and exe- 
cuted with aplomb. Singing leaves 
a little something to be desired, but 
it’s far from disagreeable. This 
“Heartaches” could become a sub- 
stantial factor on the jukes, and it 
remains only for M-G-M to accord 
it the proper exploitation and distri- 
bution. “No Greater Love” just 
doesn’t sound very exciting. 


Sy Oliver’s band has a good many | 


virtues in “Slow Burn” and “Hey 
Daddy-O.” Of the two faces, the 
latter, with some pleasant group 
singing against a nice trombone bit, 
shapes up as the bigger commercial 
possibility. Its overall appeal is 
probably limited, but race locations 
and hot fans will probably go for it. 


Everything considered, M-G-M has| 


succeeded in compiling a pretty re- 
spectable average its first time at bat. 

Freddy Martin has been turning 
out hit disks for so long now that 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








musical value of the recording, for 
the band is, and always has been, 
strictly take-me-home-for-twenty- 
two-fifty. But if we were running 


an extract from the Kurt Weill- 


|Scene;’ and probably the prettiest 


jtune in the show. Martin, with 
| Stuart Wade chirping, handles it 
|with customary respect for the 
| melodic line. And it’s O. K, dansa- 
pation. You'll be hearing it on the 
diskboxes. Backing—“Moon-Faced, 
| Starry-Eyed”—is another number 
from “Street Scene.” Sung by Mur- 
ijray Arnold, it’s faster, but still 
danceable. “What Good” is the big} 
winner, though. 


Joe Mooney quartet’s newest Dec- 
ca brackets, “Tea for Two” with 


| “Warm Kiss and Cold Heart,” from | 
Both of | 
Wurlitzer | 


|The Corpse Came C.O.D.” 
| them sound like strong 

| stuff. The Vincent Youmans stand- 
|} ard, played easily and with the 


| Mooney foursome’s wonted softness, | 


| is given a new 
siderable humor. 
Mooney 


may 


lyric that has con- 

Its backside offers 
whispering a ballad that 
become big. All arguments as 
to the Quartet’s le jazz hot righteous- 
ness aside, there can be no denying 
the group’s fine musicianship and its 
listenability. Cocktail lounges will 








Best Bets 
Hillbilly—“The Letter That 
Broke My Heart” (Texas Ruby 
with Curly Fox and His Fox 
Hunters). 

Dance—‘What Good Would 
‘the Moon Be?” (Freddy Martin); 
Eddy Howard Album; “Roses in 
the Rain” (Frankie Carle). 

Latin-American—“The Breeze 





| and I” (Jose Curbelo) and 
| “Maracas” (Lecuona Cuban 
| Boys). ; 

Hot — “Magenta Haze” and 


“Tulip or Turnip” (Duke Elling- 


; ton) and “Ace in the Hole” 
| and “Peg o’ My Heart” (Red 
| McKenzie). 

Ballad — “I’m Yours” (Mel 


Torme), “Ace in the Hole” (Red 


McKenzie), “Paradise” (Eddy 
Howard), “Heartaches” (Jimmy 
Dorsey), and “Roses in the 
Rain” (Frankie Carle). 


Novelty—“Tea for Two” (Joe 
Mooney ). 











I 
| give both sides—particularly “Warm 
| Kiss’—a more than moderate play. 


Eddy Howard’s Majestic album 


there is a certain monotony in men-| includes some fragrant nostalgia— 
tioning a new Martin release. His| “Paradise,” “Once In a _ While,” 
Victor of “What Good Would the | “Heartaches,” “Goodbye, Girls, I’m 
Moon Be?” however, is an excep-} Through,” “Don’t Tell Her What's 
tional job even for Martin. It should | Happened to Me,” and “Till We Meet 
be made clear, of course, that this! Again.” All of them have Howard’s 








has nothing to do with the intrinsic 


(Continued on Page 70) 


Muzak’s ‘Name’ Showcase 


Feeling thaf it could do a better 
job by its subscribers, Muzak last 
week signified that it had corraled 
Boris Morros, Leopold Stokowski 
and Vaughn Monroe as members of 
a “Music Advisory Committee.” 
| Their job will be to help audit the 
| types of music, talent and tunes in- 
| scribed on Muzak recordings for its 
| wired music service. 

While the corraling of such per- 





“There Is No/name on our label. “What Good” is|sonalities for such a committee seems | 
more like a publicity stunt than a | 


| 
} 
workable idea, since these men are 
almost always on the jump around 
the country, Muzak asserts it’s 
on the level and 
being paid for the chore. 


Wanted: a Code 


One of the complaint cases being 
considered for action by the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees union 
involves a disk jockey occupying a 
slot on one of the major networks. 
His demands on publisher’s repre- 
sentatives who approach him for 
| performances of their recorded songs 
have become so strong that numer- 


ous complaints have been made to 
the MPCE, and it’s to be gone over 
by that body. 

Exactly what course the MPCE 


takes in the matter, 
unknown, since 


if any, is.as yet 
the organization’s 


| Council has not yet met on that and | 


other questions. Placing the offender 


is not likely to accomplish anything, 
it’s felt, so, if any action is taken, 
it’s likely to be in the way of a for- 
mal complaint to the network 
| volved. 


| BMI Music Licensing 


| 
| Chicago, March 11. 

First three weeks of new Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., performance licens- 
ing office in Chicago found an excel- 
lent beginning. Over twenty cafes 
are signed to the roster. List in- 
cludes the Harding Restaurants, Air- 
liner Lounge. Band Box, Chicago 
Casino, Duchess, Duffy’s Tavern, Flo 
& Walt, Gibby’s, Grace Pine and Rip 
Tide. Also 909 Club, North Star, 
Singer’s Rendezvous, Tin Pan Alley, 
Casablanca and the Cameo. Hotels 
are already covered on a national 
agreement. 

Joe Gates, local rep for firm, is of- 
fering contracts binding to 1950 with 
clauses against rate hikes. He will 
establish other regional offices in 
Cleveland, Detroit, Minneapolis and 
| St. Louis in the near future. 


Kirk to Coast BMI Spot 
Hollywood, March 11, 
Richard icirk arrives shortly to li- 
cense Coast niteries for Broadcast 
Kirk formerly wa; with 
BMI’s New York office. 


Music, Inc. 





For Disk Jockeys: 


off-limits for publisher’s contact men | 


in- | 


| In Chi Area Growing | 


1 





wn 


6. Sonata (10) 


all | 
infers that each is | 


| §. Linda (2) (Morris) 
| 
i 
| . 
| 9. Guilty (3) (Feist) 
| 
10. Heartaches (1) (Leeds) 


Old Lamplighter (17) (Shapiro-B) 


Oh. But I do (8) (Witmark).... 


Gal in Calico (13) (Remick) 


Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (10) (Hudson )..ce.-e 


Texas and Pacific (Sun)....... : 
Nobody Here But Chickens (Sun). 


That's How Much I Love You, Baby | 
That’s Beginning of End (ABC). 

| 

| 1 Want To Thank Folks (Oxford) 


Jalousie (Harms) 


| Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly -Joy) 
| Misirlou ie re 
Mammy (Bourne) .....«..-. 


This Is Night (Jefferson)........++++ 


You Can’t See Sun (Simon)..... 
Easter Parade (Berlin) 
| My Bel Ami (Bourne) 


fies saintiniciittngie = ; 
| ASCAP MEET, DINNER 
| ATN.Y. RITZ MARCH 27 


of Composers, 
set 


American Society 
| Authors and Publishers 
| Match 27 as the date of its annual 


has 


meeting and dinner in New York. 
Affair is again scheduled for the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel, afternoon and 
evening, 


Prior to the meeting, Society will 
have concluded counting ballots in 
the annual election of new members 
of the board. Ballots went out last 
week and are returnable before the 
meet, 





Anniversary Song (6) (Mood)......«+-«- 
2. Managua, Nicaragua (10) (Encore)...... 
3. For Sentimental Reasons (16) (Leeds).. 
4. Things In Glocca Morra (3) (Crawford). 
. I'll Close My Eyes (3) (Maurice)......-- 
(Oxford). ...sccseess 


7, Open Door, Richard (6) (Duchess)...... ) Count Basie 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Al Jolson.............Decca 
) Dinah Shore..... -Columbia 


{ Freddy Martin........ Victor 


Coming Up 


) Kay Kyser..... «+» Columbia 
{ King Cole Trio..... Capito} 
) Charlie Spivak....... Victor 
{ Buddy Clark......Columbia 
} Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
\ Dinah Shore.......Columbia 
j Johnny Desmond..... Victor 
(Persy Come.......... Victor 
see: ) Carmen Cavallaro..... Decca 
{ Jack McVea. Black & White 
we Fires Victor 

{ Clark-Noble Columbia 
) Charles Spivak Victor 
\ Margaret Whiting... Capito] 
) Johnny Desmond Victor 
Ted Weems Decca-Victor 
{Sammy Kaye. : Victor 
) Kay Kyser. Columbia 
{Harry James......Columbia 
| Margaret Whiting... Capitol 


( Tex Beneke........... Victor 
) Bing Crosby.. -» «Decca 
Hoagy Carmichael... .Decca 


ee ce LOUIS GOTGRN .... Decca 
.. Louis Jordan .... Decca 

. {| Frank Sinatra Columbia 
Vogue) ) Bing Crosby Saeten 
{Perry Como... Victor 

| King Cole ; ° Capitol 

( Perry Como *.. . Victor 

) King Cole Trio Capitol 
(Harry James......Columbia 

* ) Herbie Fields.........Victor 
{Sammy Kaye........ Victor 

Pd ) Johnny Mercer..... .Capitol 
Jan August.........Diamond 

(3x54 AD SOIGOGs <5 os esdcg os DOC 


( Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
idee MUNEES Sw cease Capitol 


Vaughn Monroe..... Victor 
ican Bing Crosby . Decca 
er Columbia 


Dinah Shore 


— - ——— 


| British Siciiailions 
Want BBC Local Song 
Uses Boosted to 507, 


London, March lI. 
Meeting of songwriters Monday 
| (10) resulted of a 
| temporary committee of seven to 
| submit the tentative title of 
British Songwriters Protective Assn. 





in the election 


the 
to the Board of Trade for approval. 
Geoffrey Cooper outlined the song- 
smiths' platform. 

Asserting that the average broad- 
casts of British songs by the British 


Broadcasting Corp. are only 19% of 
the total the remainder American 
and Continental, the British SPA 
intends to force the BBC to raise 


Isham Jones is headed back to 
Hollywood, having sold his Denver 
ranch to E. W. Kerr, Des Moines 
theater: owner, for $25,000. He will 
record for an undisclosed firm his 





own “There Is No Greater Love” 
and “My Best to You.” 





the airings of home-grown tunes to 
50% of all musical numbers played. 








Hollywood— 
Allan Ross 


General Prof. Mgr., CHARLES ROSS 
New York—Sherman Brande, Jack Schiffman, Frank Abramson 








Chicago— 
Vic Angle 


nl hi 


Rammed 


oan ln do EET at Sp 








— 


“>, ei Ww 


-— ww beh a awlUUStlCU,lC elle OS CU CU 


as > 
: 
= 3 
&, 
¥ 
F 
2 j 
a 
ir 
a 





- 
Silat wie a BMI la alc 


or 
ia 


ia 


or 
ca 


Ca 


ia 
La 
or 
Lol 
or 
tol 
1a 
or 


ior 
tol 


nd 


pia 
tol 


tor 


Dia 


"o 


lay 


to 
the 
sn, 


val. 


ng- 


= 


‘Ph ie iti a ln Ag ta ines aa tae wc ashe. "nia green non 














cl Raamittan is nk oe Si cae RAE Mb BONE 





. €ompanies. 


Wednesday, March 12, 1947 





ASCAP Ob ject of Unusual Number 
Of State Legislatures; .D. Bill Up 


“american Society of Composers, + 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC BS 








nd Publishers seems to be 
a chgeck of more than the usual 
number Of anti-ASCAP legislation 
this year. Another bill popped up 
Jast week in the House at South 
Dakota, calling for a 5% gross tax 
on all receipts paid out by state 
citizens on copyrighted music. How- 
ever, the bill was tabled by the 
state’s Senate Assessment Commit- 


ith the Dakota bill, and others 
pending in Indiana (see separate 
story), Connecticut, Iowa and Mon- 
tana, the Society has been hit fairly | 
nard by state legislatures, although | 
t none of the bills have gone | 
Closest | 





as ye 
far enough to become laws. 
js the Indiana item. | 

Reason for so many bills popping 
up all at once designed to halter or 
par ASCAP, is that 43 state legis- 
latures meet only once every two 
years and there’s always a flurry of 
such activity. Much of it dies in 
committee. Next year only five state 
podies will be in session. 





Ind. Bill To Governor 
Indianapolis, March 11. 
Indiana bill slapping at the Ameri- 
can society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers cleared its last legis- 
lative hurdle when passed by the 
senate at a night Thursday 
(6), It has gone to Governor Ralph 


session 


E. Gates’s desk for final life or 
death action. 
Bill in final form provides a 


penalty of $5,000 fine or year in 
prison or both for anybody playing 
music for which he pays royalties 
to any combine controlling copy- 
rights. It included amendments ex- 
empting radio stations from its pro- 
visions and putting burden of dam- 
ages on film producers and distri- 
butors in event state exhibitors are 
sued for copyright infringement. 
Law says producers and distributors 
must pay exhibitors sum equal to 
any damages charged against them. 
Bill hit snag in senate when radio 
amendment was eliminated by con- 
ference committee and its defeat 
seemed likely, due to opposition 
of broadcasters. But amendment 
was restored by second  con- 
ference report, paving way for final 
assage. Chief backing came from 
vern keepers, with theatre men 
lending support after their amend- 
ment was introduced in house. 


Governor Gates is represented as 
pot yet having made up his mind 
on the bill. 


Kaye, Nidorf Near 
Parting of Ways 


Sammy Kaye and Mike Nidorf, 
stand-in for dim Peppe in the man- 
agement and operation of the inter- 
ests of the latter and the maestro, 
are no longer on very good terms 
end it’s quite probable that sonte- 
time in the near future Nidorf will 
cut away from the combination. No 
Getails of the hassle that must have 
occurred between Kaye and Nidorf 
ere forthcoming from either, but 
that the split is there is definite. 


Nidorf joined Peppe and Kaye 
@bout two years ago, following his 
fesignation from General Artists, in 
which he held stock he is supposed 
to have sold back to the organization 
for $60,000. Nidorf joined Peppe 

Kaye originally due to Peppe’s 

» Which temporarily forced 

to rest as much as possible. He 
drew an interest in the organization 
fet up by the leader and his man- 
eger, including stock in two music 











ART MOONEY’S 2-YEAR 
METRO DISK DEAL 


Art Mooney’s orchestra, which has 
treated quite a bit of conversation 
among one-night bookers recently 

* during side-trips out of its location 
spotting at the Rustic Cabin, Engle- 
wood, N. J., has been signed by 
M-G Records. Deal calls for two- 
years with an option. 

Initial recording date for Mooney 
hasn't been set yet, but his first 
batch of disks will be made within 

month. M-G’s initial disks ap- 


Missouri Can’t Make Up 


Burton Gifts Bey Shares 


Bill Burton, manager of Dick 
Haymes, has given up his shares in 
the latter's Beverly Music, operated 
by Larry Shain and Sy Manes. Bur- 
ton held 3242 shares of stock in the 
company, but recently turned 22% 
shares over to Manes and the re- | 
mainder over to his sister, Ada S. | 








lis Mind on State Song 
St. Louis, March 11. 

_ Percy Wenrich, formerly of Jop- | 
lin, Mo., composer of “Put On Your | 
Old Gray Bonnet,” “Moonlight Bay,” | 
“When You Wore a Tulip,” “Sail | 
Along Silvery Moon,” etc., has | 
dipped his oar in the current move | 
to legislate a song for the State of | 


Missouri. From New York, where | 
he now resides, Wenrich has con- 
tributed a ditty tagged “Missouri. 


My State” and it will be tossed into 
the State legislative hopper along 
with others. 


Whole thing started when three 


duced a bill to make official a state 
brand and her husband, H. B. Hille- 


souri, the Show-Me State.” 


SPA-MPPA Talks 
Delve Far Into 
Future of Music 


Songwriters Protective Assn. mem- 
bers, in meeting with the Music 
Publishers Protective Assn. commit- 
tee to set up a new contract between 
the two organizations, is looking far 
ahead in endeavoring to arrange a 
new deal. Two of the items dis- 
cussed at last Wednesday's (5) day- 
long meet, was (1) the possibility 
that the American Society of Com- 





In Music Pub Co. 


members of the lower body intro- | 
song composed by Mrs, Idele Hille- | 


brand of Vandalia, tagged, “Mis- | 


Burton. 
Shain has a piece of the company | 


with Haymes, who holds the major 
slice, 


MGM Disk Angles 








Buys by 20th-Loew 


1 ramifications in the 20th- 
Fox amd Metro film companies’ ex- 
} pansion of their music empire take 
in the usage of the former’s film 


personalities on MGM Records. It 
parallels the segueing of Metro’s film 


names onto the new Metro disk | 
label. 
Since 20th-Fox got into the 


Robbins-Feist-Miller Music empire 


through acquisition of Jack Robbins’ 
26% 





share, that company has still 
| other expansion ideas. The Bregman. 
| Vocco & Conn dicker is one of them. 
| Santly-Joy and Edwin H. (Buddy) 
| Morris’ firms are others. However 


| Will Von Tilzer (Broadway Music 
Corp.) states that only the late Har- 
ry Von Tilzer’s film biog is being 
| offered in Hollywood but that he 
| doesn’t advocate his deceased broth- 
| er’s catalog being sold out, and that 
goes for him too. It’s known, how- 
ever, that the directors of the film 
companies have formally expressed 
themselves favorably regarding any | 
of the Von Tilzer deals. Harold | 
Gumm, attorney for the late song- 
smith (and also for Broadway Mus- 


| 
| 
} 





posers, Authors and _ Publishers 
would some day be broken up and | 
the consequent effect on the song- | 
writers, and (2) the possibility that | 
some day the compulsory license 
clause in the 1909 copyright law | 
would be eliminated. 
Music men can’t see the latter 
idea. This would mean that pub- 
lisher’s and/or writers would then 
have the privilege of restricting the | 
recording of their songs to which- | 
ever disk company or companies | 
they selected, in contrast to the cur- 
rent design of the law, which allows 
anyone to record a tune after it is 
first licensed to one company by 
the pub, so long as subsequent disk- 
ings pay the full statutory royalty 


| 
| 


| 


rate of 2c. Subsequent recordings 
cannot be prevented. 
Though the idea sounds far- 


fetehed to publishers, the writers 
apparently want the point settled 
as to their equity in the mechanical 
“small right’ in such an event. It 
was discussed at lengtl and no de- 
cision arrived at. 

There is another SPA-MPPA meet 
scheduled for today (Wednesday). 


Capitol Records In 
Foreign Market Bid; 





ic) is on the Coast for his health, 
and supposed only to discuss the 
HVT biopic phase. 


Metro-20th’s expansion music 
plans also may take in the B. Feld- 
man catalog, in London, which has 
been discussed. Theory, as part of | 
the new scheme of things to pre- 
selling pictures, especially filmusi- 
cals, is to assign this or that music | 
publishing plant to plug the respec- 
tive scores. 


Will Rossiter’s 80th 
Birthday Marked By 
Chicago Radio Salute 


| For some 57 years Chicago music | 
;pub-songsmith Will Rossiter has | 
| been publishing hit songs as well as 
writing the 2,000,000 sheet-seller 
“I'd Love to Live in Loveland with 
/a Girl Like You.” Laid up for the 
|past two months due to a broken 
arm sustained in a fall, he celebrates 
| his 80th milestone Saturday (15). 
Reportedly the oldest music pub- 
lisher in the industry, Rossiter is to 
be the object of a week-long radio 
salute which his friends have organ- 
ized. Program is slated to begin 
tomorrow (Wed.). His top tunes will 
be featured and it’s all to be in the 














Pacts Sandor Porges 


Capitol Records is planning to go 
into the recording business on an 
international scale. Last week it 
snagged Sandor A. Porges from Co- 
lumbia Records and installed him in 
its New York offices alongside 
branch head Walter Rivers as man- 
ager of a new International Division. 
He had been head of Columbia’s For- 
eign Department for 28 years, having 
started in 1919 with the old Colum- 
bia Gramaphone Co. 

Capitol at the moment has no 
plans, it claims, for foreign affilia- 
tions, but figures to develop such con- 
tacts in the future. Decca, Columbia 
and Victor have a strong hold on vir- 
tually all foreign recording com- 
panies, particularly in England and 
on the Continent and in South 
America. Capitol, however, also in- 
tends to make disks abroad. 


Barnet Back With a Band 


harlie Barnet, who is winding 
Bs vacation which took him to 
Florida, Cuba and New Orleans, 1s 
reorganizing his band to reopen ” 
the Avodon ballroom, Los Angeles, 
en whose last disk affiliation 
was with the defunct Cosmo _— 
recently cut two sides for mayor 
Deal was Strictly ona two-sho 








‘Prared on the market last week. 


— 


basis. 


nature of a surprise for British-born 
Rossiter, who shifted from a drafts- 
man’‘s career in 1890 to the music biz 
as a means of earning a living. 

Catching a performance of Billy 
Scanlon, Rossiter was moved to 
write “Sweet Nellie Bawn,” a ballad 
similar in theme to those in Scan- 
lon’s repertoire. Rejected by the 
pubs of that era, Rossiter published 
it himself. It became his first hit. 
Along with another hit “The Cat 
Came Back” by Harry 8. Miller, 
“Nellie, the songs assured him a per- 
manent niche among the music pub 
fraternity. 





} next 


| make 
| now beginning the formation of his 


Liggy Elman to Junk New Band 


Rather Than 


‘Kiss’ the Coin Goodbye 


Tony Pastor’s orchestra ran 
into a unique situation last week 
after it made its first four sides 
on a new Columbia Records 
contract. One of the tunes Pastor 
cut was a new Leeds plug titled 
“Get Up Those Stairs (Madem- 
oiselle)” (not. the Feist tune 
“Mam selle,” based on the back- 
ground music to “Razor’s Edge’) 
and because of a misinterpreted 
vord in the French portion of 
the lyric, which might have 
made the disk a collector's iten 
Pastor had to 
in the week. 





remake latex 


It seems that Clifford Jackson 


Royal Brent and Lester Melrose 
writers of the tune, had ised a 
word in the lyric meaning, o1 
so they thought, “to kiss.” Ap- 
parently, the word is obsolete 


insofar as that interpretation is 
concerned and it now means 
sometning entirely different. A 
French-speaking engineer at 
Columbia caught it and Pastor 
recut the disk. It all cost Colum- 
bia extra cash 


James Asks Only : 
$2500 Per Night 
Plus % This Trip 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Harry James, when he goes East 
month, will be sold to one- 
night promoters at a guarantee of 
$2,500 with the usual 60% privilege, 
a sharp drop from the $4,000 plus 
he asked last summer and which, 
combined with bad weather, helped 
his tour a sour one. James, 








band here, the instrumentation of 


| which hasn’t been definitely settled 


(he wants 26 men, it’s sa'd, with 
Musie Corp. of America arguing for 
18) will open in Texas, Apiil 21. 


He will work up out of that area 
into southeastern dates where he 
never has played before. He plays 
Baton Rouge April 26 and jumps to 
the Auditorium, Birmingham, on the 
28th. Latter date is not definitely 
signed and none of the others he 
will play beyond the Texas area 
are set. 

James will play no locations or 
theatres this trip. 





Jurgens Nix a Strain On 
MCA-Penn., N.Y., Relations; 
Randy Brooks Gets Nod 


Randy Brooks’ orchestra, recently 
cut to 12 men plus Brooks, goes into 
the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
April 7, following the current 
Frankie Carle. This spot is the po- 
sition supposed to have been occu- 
pied by Dick Jurgens’ postwar or- 
chestra, playing its first major lo- 
cation date in New York. 

Failure of the Penn to use Jur- 
gens has created somewhat strained 
relations between the hostelry and 
Music Corp. of America, which had 
had a commitment on the band for 
months. James McCabe, Penn gen- 
eral manager, withdrew from the 
deal due to his opinion that current 
b.o. conditions made this particular 
time inopportune for any attempt by 
Jurgens to play the Penn's Cafe 
Rouge. Brooks is handled by Gen- 
eral Artists; William Morris had 





Rossiter is credited with having 
hit upon the idea of printing song 
lyrics in book form as early as 1892. 
He also may have been tin pan 
alley’s first song plugger for in 1898, 
he appeared at Tony Pastor’s singing 
his own songs. Another first was 
the practice of dressing up orchestra 
'musie with fancy covers. He is also 
‘said to have been the first pub to 
‘have demonstrated his own tunes 
' behind department store counters. 
| Among the many tunesmiths Ros- 
siter aided by publishing their first 





been hot after the open period, too, 
offering Hal McIntyre’s. orchestra. 

Originally, McCabe had ideas of 
shuttering the room, but has com- 
pletely changed his mind. 


Memphis Ringers 


Memphis, March 11. 
Slickest longhair trick of the year 
is that of The Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra in arranging schedule and 
making plans so that 22 key musi- 
cians of strong St. Louis Symphony 








‘efforts are such cleffers as Jimmie 
/ Monaco, Billy Jerome, the late Fred | 
| Fisher, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Percy Wen- 

} 


lrich. Jack Yellen, Victor Arden, 
| Bobby Crawford, Shelton Brooks, 
let al. Many a vaude act has also | 


ijknown “Uncle Will's” helping hand. 


)can join 50 local classicists for all 


the major concerts. 
Result is tremendousl 
ork under baton of 
Frank. 
Lanny Ross guested Tuesday night 
(11). 


improved 
incent de 


Reduce It in Size 


* Ziggy Elman is junking his newly 


organized orchestra at the end of 
|this month, and to the bandsmen 
who know the complete story, the 
| circumstances in back of it explain 
|more than anything else why high 
| operating costs, which are crushing 
;}much of the life out of the band 
| business by setting high coin quota- 
itions, havent come down too much. 
Elman fiatly refuses to reduce the 
'size of his band. which consists of 
eight brass, five sax, four rhythm. 
He'd rather break it up. 


j 


Since organizing and starting work 


early in January, Elman has worked 
consistently on one-nighters and one 
and two-week locations Yet he 
hasn't made any money. Music Corp. 
of America, which books hin his 
managel Arthur Michaud und 
others interested in Elman’s welfare 


jhave argued themselves blue in the 
|face endeavoring to get him to re- 
duce the bands complement But 
Elman simply states that his current 
|instrumentation plays the way he 
| has always wanted his own band to 
|play; that he couldn't achieve the 
| same results with fewer men; that if 
| he can't “make it” with his current 
band he’d just as soon settle for a 
sideman’s salary as continue as a 


leader. Yet, Elman admits that the 
greatest band he ever heard ‘with 
which he played) was the Benny 


|Goodman band of Camel broadcast 
| days, which consisted of three trum- 
pets, two trombones, five sax, four 
rhythm, an instrumentation that 
Goodman used for years while con- 
temporaries were coming up with 
four, five and six trumpets, four 
trombones, six sax, etc. 


When he breaks up, Elman will 
| toss aside three weeks of one-night- 
|ers set by MCA, which averaged a 
return in guarantees of between $4,- 
000 and $4,500 weekly. While his 
handlers respect his attitude toward 
playing the way he wants to play or 
working as a sideman again, MCA 
| can’t figure the attitude. thers who 
know of the situation point it out as 
a prime example of what's wrong 
with the band business, without 
meaning to eriticize Elman for his 
stand, 


T.D. Kemp Marked 
‘Unfair by AFM 


T. D. Kemp, Charlotte, N. C., tal- 
ent booker, was placed on the “un- 
fair list’ of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians last week. All 
agencies in New York and elsewhere 
were advised by the AFM that they 
could not do business with Kemp, 
but did not mention the cause of the 
action. 

Kemp himself, explaining the 
move to business associates, asserted 
that the “unfair” listing stemmed 
from cracks he had taken at AFM- 
head James C. Petrillo in a 
column he writes in a Charlotte 
paper. And on Monday (10) 
he asserted that the ban had been 
lifted. Bookers in N. Y. know of no 
reason for the ban; they all disclaim 
having had any trouble of any sort 
recently. He pays off via certified 
check. 

AFM executives, as usual, are un- 
available for comment. 


JOAN WHITNEY, KRAMER 
SET UP OWN PUB FIRM 


Joan Whitney and Alex Kramer, 
writers of a number of top hit songs 
in the past, have set up their own 
publishing company through which 
they will market the majority of 
their future collaborations. Firm is 
called Beaux Arts Music Co. and is 
being backed by an _ undisclosed 
source of coin. It will apply for mem- 
bership in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 

Kramer and Miss Whitney have 
been writing together for six years. 
They authored “High On a Windy 
Hill,” their first, “It’s Love, Love, 
Love,” “My Sister and I” and the 
current “Ain’t Nobody Here But Us 
Chickens” and “That's the Beginning 
of the End.” New firm will have no 
staff for the present. 














Leslie (Marjorie) Long, originally 
from Pittsburgh, leaves Eddie Stone 
band at Belmont-Plaza, New York, to 
= Carmen Cavallaro at Biltmore 

otel, N.Y. 
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Music Notes 


Jack Kapp, Decca prez, in Hollywood for periodic confab with Leonard 
Joy, plattery’s Coast rep....Mike Gould, new Hollywood rep for Bourne, 
Inc,...Ted Littelfield has left Capitol to become art director of Exclusive 
Records....Jack Leonard being accompanied by 50-voice cowboy choir in 
scenes for Columbia’s forthcoming “Swing the Western Way’”....Lee 
Halperin, former general manager of Mutual Music, in Hollywood for a 
stay. Murray Lazar last week joined the pub firm as its Coast chief.... 
Bing Crosby slicing last sides of his forthcoming “Emperor Waltz” album 
this week for Decca....Hans Salter will musically direct U-I’s “Singapore” 
and “Jeopardy”....Mickey Goldsen, general-manager of Capitol Songs, 
Inc., in Hollywood from N. Y. to choose a Coast rep for firm to succeed 
Ralph Harris, who moved over to Harms, Inc....Mac Green bedridden for 
week as result of motor smashup....Lena Horne cutting new album, 
“Classics in Blue,” for Black & White. Phil Moore supplying arrange- 
ments and leading the backing combo... .Ted Wallerstein,and Manie Sacks, 
Columbia Records’ topdogs, back in N. Y. after Coast on 











| 
| 


Covers fotai 

Weeks Past Cevers 

Kana Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2)..... ........ ne, & Se 2,250 56,050) 
Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1- $1. ee — 1,975 9,225 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 10 1,250 15,000; 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2).......... . 18 1,650 43,975} 
Eddy Howard....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......:. 5 1,200 7,525 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............17 825 17,725) 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Jane Pickens, Russell Swann; Ice 
Revue at New Yorker. 


oe 


Chicago 
Raymond Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 
Only 1,880 for this swank room 
Ted Weems (Panther Room, Sherman: 
of Weems and ice show good 4,000. 
Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck: 465; $2-$2.50 min.). 
name revue opened Friday (7); strong 3,400 on full week. 


350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 


950; $2-$3.50 min.). Second week | 


New non- 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Strong 3,000 covers. 
Solid 2,600 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). 
week. 

Sel Klein (Latin Quarter; 
with healthy 4,000. 

George Olsen (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 

Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 
last week. 





Strong 3,900 in 


700; $2.50 min.). Ted Lewis into third month 
Surprising 17,500. 


Getting a fine play; 16,000 





(Los Angeles) 

Denny Beckner and Sterling Young (Aragon, B, Ocean Park. 2d wk). 
Pair of orchestras drew satisfactory 5,800. 

Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 9th wk). 
stand draws near end, solid ‘7,100 admishes. 

Xavier Cugat (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood, 2d wk). 
3,200 covers. 

Vaughn Monroe (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 5th wk). 
© the burg; 17,000 admishes. 


cnmaenianttl 


As long 
First full stanza, slick 


Still doing the biz 





} 





10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, March 8) 
Anniversary Song.........-Mood 
Gloca Morra .. Crawford 
Managua Nicaragua. .+++- Encore 


eeeee 


CANES ix. 5s 20s ack § are .Feist 
Heartachés .......0-s00. . Leeds 
“— | Serre ore . Oxford 


.eoe Maurice 
.. Duchess 


I'll Close My Eyes. 
Sentimental Reasons.. 


FS ee Se are Mayfair 
Open Door, Richard. . .. Duchess 
Second 10 
Old Lamplighter.....Shapiro-B 
Oe PEF Ee des os tn Remick 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah .Santly-Joy 
Always Be One I Love. ..Sinatra 
ial Bey GOGO... cs eae Witmark 
Wyoming .... Seer Pas 
Rainy Night Rio seyret Remick 
Te an Sr Berlin 
You Can’t See Sun .. Simon 
It’s Good Day Se Pee Capitol 








| King Cole Coasting 
For Spring Dates 


Hollywood, Mareh 11. 

King Cole Trio will return to Coast 
for a pair of bookings this spring, 
going into the Lincoln theatre week 
of May 20 at a 50-50 split from the 
first dollar, and immediately after 
opens a four-week stand at the, 
Bocage nitery here, for which 
will get $3,000 per week guarantee, 
|plus one-third of the take over 


| $5,000. 





Peggy Lee will precede Cole Trio 
at the Bocage, opening April 15, 
along with husband, Dave Barbour. 
Date will be first for the guitarist 
since his recent operation, from 
which he is still confined to bed. 





Louisville Merchants Back | 


‘Local Symph Music Fiesta | 


third | 


Louisville, March 11. 

Town's industries, retailers, civic 
clubs and churches are cooperating 
with Louisville Philharmonic Society 
in promoting the Kentuckiana Jubi- 
lee of Music, April 28-30, the first 
city-wide music festival since 1914. 
Most of the town’s choirs and 
choruses will take part, including 
children from city and county pub- 
lic schools, -private and parochial. 

Met stars Rose Bampton, Herta 
Glaz, Mack Harrell and Frederick 
Jagel have been booked; 300 more 
local voices will. compose a special 
festival chorus, representing more 
than 35 churches. 











: —SE 





SS 





By Arthur Korb 


COLUMBIA—DORIS DAY 


ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 


LONDON MUSIC CORP., 1619 B’WAY, NEW YORK 
JOE SANTLY, GEN. 


MGR. 









IF [HAD MY L 


by Jaffe, 


WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT OUR NOVELTY RHYTHM SONG 


IT TAKES TIME 


Great Records Soon to Be Released 
; CAPITOL—BENNY GOODMAN AND JOHNNY MERCER 


)ECCA—JOE MOONEY QUARTETTE 
VICTOR—LOUIS ARMSTRONG 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


Hereunder are the top 30 songs of the week, compiled by the Audience 
Coverage Index Survey Music Broadcast over NBC, CBS, ABC and 


act | 


Service. 
Director. 


Managua Nicaragua. ees tes 
Oh, But I Do—7“Time, Place, “Girl” 


So Would I—?* 
Pe eee ee 
This Ie the WIgMts oc ec ce 
To Me—** ‘Fabulous Dorseys” 
Too Many Times .... 

Uncle Remus Said—*+“ Song of the S 











Who Cares What People Say..... 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—** 


Oh Why Did I Ever Leave Wyoming?. - 
“My Heart Goes Crazy” 


Sooner Or Later—+“Song ‘of South” sath 


eeerenee 


— 





‘Song of South”...... 


Mutual networks, based in New York on tabulations by Accurate Reporting 
Published by Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 


Survey Week of February 28-March 6, 1947 


A Gel in Calico~-*"Tims, Pisce, Gist? oc. ec ve ee Remick 

A Rainy Night In Rio—“Time, Place, Girl”........... ..Witmark 
PADI ES» IVI 0. is 0 6. 69-060b 08 15 80h Re eeeees vee e ne T. B. Harms 
‘Anniversary Song—i‘“Jolson Story”.............00005 ..+-Mood 

At Sundown—i“Fabulous Dorseys” ...... ue heat odeecm eat 
sion WU EK. co adeeb ene e aCe ERS ek bNSC . Shapiro-B 
For Sentimental Reasons oat. cMeeba ibd “SeNae an Con Taser east ee 
For You For Me Forever—i“Shocking Miss ee . Chappell 
EE oS ss cah ards 864s 068s pekn aad s Rey . ‘Feist 
NS es card > chhwit bin a ver es PN eas ca aeons ae ent , Leeds 
How Are Things In Glocca Morra—*“Finian’s Rainbow”..... Crawford 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’ .. bon waite Oe lebs Olas . .Hudson 
I.Tipped My Hat and Slow ly MORE WES edie seciss. si vc es Eins 
If This Isn’t Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow” ..Crawford 
yy ye 3 OR ee ee ee Maurice 
eh ee ES I ns care we 6c o's one a . Capitol 
ee rs CE ck cc ods aheeals sabe .BMI 


.Encore 
. Witmark 
. .Feist 
.Burke-VH 
..Oxford 
. Santly-Joy 
. Jefferson 
eee Dorsey Bros. 
v Wa pik iovee ants an eee 
eee Pee Santly-Joy 
“Ladies Man” ..Paramount 
.. Harms 
. Santly 


COR eer eeeeees 


-JOy 


Remaining 23 songs of the week 





, which did not have enough performance 


credits to rate inclusion in the first 36. 

And So To Bed. itis iwikweer camess cn ak se eek » ees Famous 
Another Night Like ‘This RA. Gere Pe ner eee . E. B. Marks 
Gotta Get Me Somebody To Lov e—}" Duel In the Sun” ' .. Morris 

I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe. , . .BVC 

I Gotta Gal I Love—i“Ladies Man”. m...........-ccccce cess Famous 
It’s Dreamtime ee ET CE PE eR Le ree Mer CoE Santlv-Joy 
Let’s Go Back and Kiss the Girls Good- Night Again. . Stept 
WU Fs Care Ser tS Sf tr oa Fe ese iat es ai N.S ing g Morris 
ee I oe oso eke ck tN bre bas 0a benaeher Southern 
My Heart Goes Crazy—‘*‘ ‘My ‘Heart Goes Crazy” ..Burke-VH 
There Is No Greater Love .... ...World 

Old Lamp-Lighter .... ........ ees . Shapiro-B 
Open the Door, Richard. Lies on . Duchess 
Bg eee ak as PRK ws ene .Barton 
That’s the Beginning of the End.. Miwist eas ae ey .. .ABC 

eee ae eee ee Gee Bac os cc tab ae akc arene Robbins 
NOU ta Ns ok phew dco ae ae o CeCe athe Dorsey Bros 
We Could Make Such Beautiful ee ee .BMI 


What Good Would the Moon Be 


Years and Years Ago .. 





+ Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 


When Am I Going To Kiss You Good Morning... .. eins 


ee ee a ee | 


You Can't See Sun When You're Crying 


You'll Always Be the One I Love—7“Song of South”.. 


..Chappell 

.Martin 

baw Bourne 
Simon 

. Sinatra 





Tony Martin to Make 











Vincent and Tobias 


Tony 


| disks, 


Ist for RCA April 10 


Martin will make his first | 
sides for RCA-Victor, under a con- 
tract signed with that company last 
| Dec. 3, on the Coast, around April 
|10. First session will call for four 
|songs, supervised by Eli Oberstein, 
Victor’s artists and repertoire head, 
who will be in Hollywood at that 
| time. 

Disks will be ready for release 
about May 1 as per an agreement 
made with Mercury Records, Mar- 
tin’s former uisk affiliate. Latter 
company still has some disks by 
the singer to market, which will be 
on sale by that date so as not to 
conflict with Victor’s releases, 





Stinson Records is releasing a new 
album of “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 








| Commodore Hotel, N. Y., 


Reverses Self on Fold 


Of Bands; Edwards In 


Commodore hotel. New York, 
which had been set to shutter its 


name-band Century Room for the 
summer with the expiration of 
Eddy Howard's run, has reversed 
its decision. Spot remains open 


for at least another four weeks, with 
the Jack Edwards orchestra» which 
opens tomorrow night (Thursday), 
succeeding Howard. 

Edwards, handled by Jack Mar- 
shard, who also directs Vaughn 
Monroe, hails from the Boston area, 
which also spawned the latter. He's 
also a singer-trumpeter. 





Guy Lombardo’s home at Freeport, 
L. 1, was looted Wednesday night 
(5) by a thief who got off with two 
wrist watches valued at $2,500. 








FE TO LIVE OVER 


+ ee 





SNRs esses 


pine bogs 





POU RRD iitiondns * ie A et 





Rll. ies TR 





“ts 











, ORO 














as 


Wednesday, March 12, 1947 


a 


























Agency: WILLIAM MORRIS, INC. © Personal Manager: BILL BURTON » Exploitation: DAVIS-WEISS, INC. 
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2,400-seat Memorial Auditorium. 
All seats were sold out days in 
advance, making it necessary to in- 


stall chairs in the orch pit to ac-| the debut of his reorganized orches- | 
| commodate the customers, setting. a | ; . 

precedent in this town for a touring | t"2 at the Palladium Ballroom here 
orchestra aggregation. | from March 18 to April 29 has fallen 
through. As a result, he will be 


forced to open with substitutes re- 


Wednesday, March 12, 1947 4 
2 
Dailav’ ‘Namo’| ‘Sweethearts’ Miss Dat ; j 
Dailey’s Segue Back to Pre-War ‘Name’| ‘Sweethearts’ Miss Date | ASCAP-Radio Committees Schedule 
Lynchburg, March 11. 
Failure to pay union dues is re- 
be ° ported as the reason for cancelling ¢ 
0 i oon S 0 Tums « of International Sweethearts of st eWw- ontract or arc 8 
—_— > 'Rhythm—girl band at City Armory 
|here. Spectators, not told in advance os “— . : 3 
When he begins his 1947-48 season; when a top name did come in, it | of switch. arrived to find door barred ? Initial meeting of the radio com- 4 
in August, Frank Dailey, operator of took two weeks or so to warm it UP} one night last week. Samm\ Ka e Sets New mittee representing the American q 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. 7.,|/ again. By that time, the band was Citv already had been paid rent y y Society of Composers, Authors and 
will try another track to combat the | ready to leave. Trade he once got! on pbuilding, so it had no beef. . | DC Publishers and members of the Mu- 
b.o. doldrums which have beset the | from Philadelphia, Trenton, Connec- | ie Se B.0. Mark at Capito 9 Moe) sic Advisory Committee representing 
band business in recent months. He ticut, New York, etc., stopped com- | With theatre business all over the | the networks has been scheduled for . 
will revert to his pre-war method of ing for medium-name combos, and | country showing comparatively little |next Tuesday (18) in New York. 
operation, which entails the use of | didn’t resume immediately with the} ax orms Orry spark, at least in so far ae tose |Confab will occur at a luncheon at i 
only the best band names available advent of a good b.o. band. It meant | helen using stage shows are con- ithe Waldorf. , 
for runs of from six to eight weeks, | the pera ge he claims, between s s cerned. Sammy Kaye pulled a rabbit Purpose of the meeting, of course, q 
plus an occasional new name for good weekly gross and a fair or los- S l] Music Pu S out of a hat last week at the Capitol | is the writing of a new contract to 
buildup. This is in contrast to ing one. ma | theatre, Washington. He set new | replace the agreement now in -exist- 
Daileys current plan ef booking, attendance records both Saturday | ence, which expires at the end of 
which uses non-name, medium and ° e e Many small music publishers have | and Sunday, in company with / 1949, Before that is done, howeve: 
top names for a maximum of four Morris Wins Commish been quite bothered during the past | “Bachelor’s Daughter” (UA) |} there are numerous details that both 
weeks each, some for two and three Keer weeks over one of the terms in Bill lured 14,550 people Saturday, | sides want to iron out. 
Weems. F H b k D the U. S. corporate income tax re-| who paid $8,167 and 11,171 admis- ‘ A. : Sein ; ; 
Daileys reasons are simple. He rom erbdec ates ‘turn form, which they , figured | sions Sunday, totalling $7,300, both | a Si ae ae y 
figures, under the plan worked out, wouldn’t allow them much financial | new b.o. marks for the individual | ‘ Pap age “> werd 
to use a aisle of nine bands a} After Hot AFM Hassle | conics " heuuaieie most have con- | days bev “or Say ooig Fred Anlert, 
year, two or three of which will be Hollywood, March 11. | strued the item referring to the di- _-—_ bese ee a ee i ——— Loutie, Deen ’ 
empryo outfits, the building up of; American Federation of Musicians | vision among stockholders of at . ° a 0 cag oe beso _— 
which he feels is essential to the} has awarded the Willfam Morris| least 70% of cash surplus (after Capitol Songs in Fade Sivcthact eo ee tn - xed 
band business overall. That number | agency $1,850 in commissions stem- | taxes) as directing that this must be | —_ — = oe ie 
of bands over a 12-month period con-| ming from the recent five-week| done. They felt that such com- | As Goldsen Feels Sluff 
tracts with the 22 he has used and) booking of the Ray Herbeck band! pulsory division of most of the] . A special meeting of ASCAP’s di- 
has scheduled from last July 1 to the| into the Meadowbrook Gardens | profits would leave them with little | Of Ca Records Rivals rector board has been called for 
coming end of June. He points out! here, and from the current stand of! reserve cash to combat a_ period p. |tomorrow (Thursday). Presumably, 
that frequent changes of bands puts] jike duration at the Rainbow Ren-| wherein they had ho songs selling: | Capitol Songs, publishing firm set | this out-of-turn confab was signalled 
an unnecessary load on his adver-| gezvous, Salt Lake City. AFM de-|that a long lull would eventually| up several years ago by Mickey | to discuss and lay out for the radio 
tising budget, since numerous local) cision was made to still the con-| put them out of business, with | Goldsen, will become an inactive | committee a course of action to be 
24-sheets must be changed, newspa-|troversy over the 10% commish,| everything going out and nothing | firm due to the fact that it’s title and | taken at the meet with the radio 
per copy revised, etc, which both Morris and Frederick | coming it | suspected connection with Capitol | men 
Too, he feels that consistent use of | Bros. claimed. Accountants assert their fears are | Records has been like a “red flag”! paeneenet a een 
top names will keep his spot con- Last October, Herbeck signed a| unfounded. Tax form item is sim-|to recording firms in opposition to 0 ; 
stantly in the public mind. He found | year’s pact with Morris office in | hy a question by the government as | Capitol. Hereafter, all tunes pub-|_ pe gy Mn W oe beh together 
in recent months that too many low- | Chicago then came here and inked ito whether 70°% of cash surplus has | lished by Goldsen will be tossed into | . rar aes a Z : - a 
priced, and consequently medium|a parallel paper with FB. Latter| been disbursed, if not, why? It’s| Criterion Music, or, if owned ahere- neg Dont Pa “pepe d 
b.o. outfits, in a row this season | set the crew both here and in Salt | claimed that any reasonable reason | Tex Ritter, King Cole, Stan Kenton, | “en Pe "i te se wee 
cooled his spot off so much that,| Lake at $1,850 per week. AFM held, | for failure to distribute the coin is | ete., into their respective publishing | ON Bet he Semeen Oo. 
| however, that Morris pact was both | acceptable, such as plans for build- | outfits. ree na — — 
colt ante-dating and conse-| ing, etc, They feel that the uncer- | ph ney gp ated — a Capi- A GREAT BALLAD : 
quently to that agency would accrue | tainties of the music business is| tol title for want of a better one. | 
all commissions. Union also sternly | valid reason for withholding surplus| His only connection with Capitol THAT'S MY DESIRE 
warned that it would tolerate but | cash and that such an explanation is | Records is the fact eo wesc Recorded by FRANKIE LAINE (Mer. 5007) 
{ one commish nick being taken from | acceptable to the Internal Revenue | founders, Glenn Wallichs, Johnny }|j 
' Herbeck. | Department. | Mercer and Buddy DeSylva, are | A GREAT NOVELTY 
i Morris has said that it will pocket | Situation does not disturb large | also officers of Capitol Songs. This, BACIAGALOOP 
‘ ‘the fees covering these 10 weeks and | publishers. They have the sort of | vival diskers felt, was enough of a (Makes Love on da Stoop) 4 
; henceforth will let FB have the | background catalog that keeps sell-| reason to sluff off the publisher's Recorded by LOUIS PRIMA (Maj. 1116) ; 
combo ing (there are many publishers who | tunes. To combat this, Goldsen wad : . ‘ 
: would show a heavy profit year and | some time ago set up Criterion A GREAT STANDARD , 
9° | year out if they never had another Music, but had continued dropping ; 
‘Overflow Forces L’ ville | pop hit). It’s the small pub, with|an occasional song into Capitol. JEALOUS 4 
° | skimpy catalog, who must depend| That practice will cease immedi- i 
2-Day Romberg Booking, on day to day efforts to keep rolling | ately. All future tunes go into Cri- MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
ae | who would be hurt by a forced di- | terion. 1619 Broadway New York 19 d 
sais Louisville, March 4. | vision of profits annually. Goldsen has been leaning back- 
| William G. Meyer, local im- ‘ ward trying to take himself out of — ; 
| presario, finding seats for patrons at | . *1° the middle between Capitol and its 
a premium on previous one-night Union Setback, Inabili rival recorders, As a matter of fact | 
Fe ggramt nde of rgwronen ee | ° last week he refused Capitol’s plea | i 
“s meek Ot = ort gett ago To Delay Coast Booking aye aan release date of one of | \ () N AY A : : 
‘ songs from April 15 to 
Saturday and Sunday (1-2) at the 


Crimp Les Brown Orch April 7. Other diskers have the for- | 


| mer date and Goldsen wouldn't take | 
| Hollywood, March 11. | chances. 
| 


4 


Les: Brown's attempt to set back | 


Joe Mooney Quartet Set 
For Proser Spot on Coast 


Joe Mooney quartet, which has | 


by Alstone-Drake-Shirl 


—_ 


| OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
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Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 











Philly AFM Reaches 


Philadelphia, March 11. 


' Musicians, has completed arrange- 


campus, providing that only AFM 
musicians will be used at dances. 
Student orchestras, however, will 
not be eliminated entirely; they'll be 
|allowed to work so long as they 
| don’t do jobs normally demanding 
paid musicians. 


Special rates set up by the AFM 


for school hops vary according to 


| hours, sessions, etc. 


, apply to school dances p 
the campus. 


Local 77, American Federation of from his old orchestra who are 


|placing some regulars of the new 


Accord at U. of Pennsy) pana. 


| Brown's problem was that men 


re- 
OS RE ; : : 
| Joining him in the new outfit had 


American Federation of Musicians. 
But they had not filed transfers soon 


enough and thus will not be eligible | 
| by March 18 to work as Local 47 | 


members. 

Brown tried to switch dates with 
| Tony Pastor’s orchestra, which opens 
at the Palladium April 29, At first 


They will not} it looked like he might succeed, but | the new Milton Berle show. 
on off | last week the deal fell through, and 


}he must now debut March 18._ 


created much excitement in the east 





New York. was signed to open 
Monte Proser’s Trocadero, Holly- 
wood, ‘when the new club gets going 
|in mid-June. Date is for six weeks 


os ey sa : with options, at a reported $2,500 
yo ments with the U. of Pennsy lvania | filed transfer cards to become mem- | weekly. 
af /and most of the fraternities on the! pore of Los Angeles Local 47 of the Proser’s new spot may be called 


| the Copacobana, but the title is not 


yet clear. 


Majestic Pacts Farney 

Majestic pacted Brazilian baritone 
Dick Farney Monday (10) shortly 
after crooner’s arrival from south of 
the border. 

Farney will have a feature spot in 
Comic 
—— a party for the new import 

at Toots Shor’s yesterday (Tuesday). 

















during its stand at the Club Dixon, | 


George Joy, Pres. 
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Lyrics by 
ALAN JAY LERNER 
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ram the 
CHERYL CRAWFORD 


NEW MUSICAL 





uith these tong hits 


THE HEATHER ON THE HILL 
ALMOST LIKE BEING IN LOVE 
COME TO ME, BEND TO ME 


WAITIN’ FOR MY DEARIE 


SAA NOURY Bie RE ak TR ew 
(os 


Pride in announcing 





Music by 
FREDERICK LOEWE »% 














THERE BUT FOR YOU GO | __2 


BRIGADOON — 


" DOWN ON MacCONNACHY - SQUARE Z 
I'LL GO HOME WITH BONNIE JEAN 


FROM THIS DAY ON 
THE LOVE OF MY LIFE 


Professional material available soon 


Already scheduled led for early release 
by leading record companies 
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Lack of Work Induces Local 802 — 
Members to Beef Re Hotel Methods 


With high scales knocking out 
work opportunities for American 
Federation of Musician members, 
the latter apparently are casting 
about for ways and means to open 
up bookings for individual members. 


During the past week or so, meet- | 


ings of New York local 802 and the 
Newark branch of the AFM have 
been in deep hassles over one phase 
musician-buying, the conduct of 
» heads of catering aepartments at 
major and minor 
ho, it’s asserted, virtually force the 
yuving of musicians for all types of 
unctions through a favorite, usually 
» AFM contractor for the spot 
What 802 and Newark men object 
to is that they as individuals o1 
leaders, as the case may be, cannot 
get jobs for weddings, company af- 
fairs, parties of all types. These op- 
portunities are all channeled into 


various hotels 


the path of men in favor with the 
heads of hotel catering departments, 
; who, it’s claimed, get a kickback. 
| At virtually all hotels there is no 
“open competition for work. It's said 
that people running affairs who 
want specific non-name bands often 
are told that they cannot use out- 
side men because of some vague 
rule, that they must use musicians 
supplied by the hotel catering 


groups 

Local 802 members devoted quite 
a bit of time during a meeting at 
the Palm Gardens, N. Y., Monday 
(10), to the problem. Last week the 
Newark bunch discussed it. 





Beverly Hills Country Club, New- 
signed Benny Fields, Frank 


}and the Kathryn Duffy dancers for 
| the preem show. 











Wr 


ii 


a Dick Haymes—Dec. 23731 ® 


Hal Derwin—Cap. 336 © Herb Kern-Lloyd Sleop—Tempe 984 


Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apollo 
Den Alfredo—Pan.-Amer. 076 


Les Brown—Col. 37086 ® 
Reme Vincent—Dec. 23749 ® 


Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-1914 
Three Suns—Maj. 7180 ° 


FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS (Duchess) 


Eddy Heward—Maj. 1071 ® 
Ella Fitzgerald—Dec. 23670 
King Cele Trie—Cap. 304 


Fran Warren—Cesme 514 ® 
Skip Strahl—Emereld 106 


ILLUSION (Pemora) 


Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apollo 1034 © Den Jese—Gotham 3003 


Xavier Cugat—Col.” 
Jehn P 


IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
A DIFFERENT STORY (Campbell-Porgie) 


Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-2123 


MANAGUA, NICARAGUA (Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2026 


Kay Kyser—Col. 37214 © Gordon Trie—Senora 3032 


Two Ten Baker—Mercury 5016 


MISIRLOU (colonia!) 


jan August—Diemind 2009 
Skitch Hendersen—Cap. 351 


Frank Knight—Standerd 5010 © Jese Morand—Dec. 50005 


MY ADOBE HACIENDA (ee) 


Billy Williems—Vic. 20-215C¢ 
A. Eddy Howard—Maj. 1117 
a Jack Mclean—Ceoast 8001 
“WN Coffman Sisters—Ent. 147 
Frankie Carle—Col.* 
Art Kassel—Vogue* 


OPEN THE DOOR, 


Three Flames—Col. 37268 ® 


Jack McVea—B & W 792 


Levis Jerdan—Dec. 23841 


tM aster © 


Mit Tunes for Mareh 
(On Records) 


a ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS (mem) 


|) BEST MAN, THE (Vanguard) 


fF) EV’RYBODY LOVES MY BABY, (Goods) 






Desi Arnaz—Vic. 20-2052 
1034 © Tommy Tucker—Col.* 
® lerry Douglas—Sig. 15085 


King Cole Trie—Cap. 304 
Sunny Skyler—Mercury $004 


© Pied Pipers—Cap. 279 
Gene Krupe—Col. 37078 


Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-1981 
® Dinah Shere—Col. 37188 
© Art Kassel—Vogue 781 

Brown Dots—Maner 1041 


© Bebby Doyle—Sig.* 


aris—Vic.* 


© Hal Derwin—Cap. 377 


© Guy tembarde—Dec. 23782 


© Dick Peterson—Enterprise 251 


© Herbie Fields—Vic. 20-2138 
® Nicholas Matthey—Dec. 25045 


® Kenny Baker—Dec. 23846 
© Esquire Trie—Rhapsedy 102 
© Bobby True—Mercury 3057 
© Hammoeondeirs—Mars 1037 

© Dinning Sisters—Cap.* 


© Dave Deaney—Music.* 


RICHARD (Duchess) 


Count Basie—Vic. 20-2127 
© Bill Somveis—Mercury 8029 
© Charlie Spivak—Vic.* 


Sid Catlet?—Manor 1058 © Pied Pipers—Cap. 369 


Dusty Fletcher—Nat. 4012 ® 


“Lips” Pege—Ap. 1041 


Charieteers—Col. 37240 © Merry Macs—Maj. 1112 


RICKETY RICKSHAW MAN, THE (---) 


Eddy Howard—Maj. 7192. 


© Twe Ton Baker—Mercury 3047 


WE COULD MAKE SUCH 
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC (smi 


“i 
ae. 





BROADCAST 


NEW YORK . 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2095 ® 


cathy Monica Lewis—Sig. 15068 © George Towne—Senora 2002 
Billy Butterfield—Cap: 371 ®@ 


CHICAGO ° 


Frankie Carle—Col. 37222 


Bive Borron—M-G-M 10005 


WHAT MORE CAN I ASK FOR? (London) 


Guy Lombarde—Decea 23782 © Jack Mclean—Ceast 8003 


YES, YES, HONEY (Chelsea) 


Danny Ryan—Diamond 2062 © Stordusters—Swan 3002 
Gene Krupa—Col.* 


* Seen to be released 
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| the solo trumpet on Ted Weems hit 
port, Ky., reopening March 14, has} disking of “Heartaches.” 


Libuse | 

















On the Upbeat 











New York 


Joe Glaser to Coast later this 
week for next Tuesday (18) opening 
of Les Brown's reorganized band at 
Palladium Ballroom , . . Tommy 
Dorsey, the yachtsman, joined City 
Island, N.Y. Yacht Club... Steve 
Harrington, former singer at Totem 
Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., 
joining- Glen Gray’s orchestra in 
place of Ronnie Dayton . . . Con- 
tinental Records setting up new dis- 
tribution points in various states... 
Enric Madriguera signed recording 
agreement with National Records 

Musicraft releasing old Boyd 





Raeburn disks made for Guild label | 


Musicraft 
Walter 


bought 
Gross, 


which 


ago 


pianist and Musicraft recording di- 
rector, works with Buffalo Philhar- 
monic next week (21) .. . Art 


Weepis, General Artists exec, plays 


He worked 
with band then. 
Hollywood 
Eileen ~ Wilson tabbed as Les 


Brown chirp when combo opens at 
Palladium, March 18...Charlie Bar- 
net back to Coast for four weekends 
at Avodon ballroom, starting April 
11...Bob Dawes, ex-Sax with Tom- 


some time | 
concert 


| 





my Dorsey forming local crew. Bar- | 
bara Hill set as vocalist... Frederick | 
Bros. has inked Don Palmer into} 
Adams hotel, Phoenix. ..Skitch Hen- | 
derson will do 88 dubbing for James | 
Stewart in forthcoming “A Miracle 
Can Happen”...Henry Busse set for 
four frames at Flamingo, Las Vegas, 


March 27...Edgar Hayes’ combo 
back in town for a stretch at the 
black -and-tan Downbeat...Harry 


James this week reorganizing a 
crew. here...Don Reid, who former- 
ly led a combo in midwest, putting 
together a combo for local dates. 


Chicago 


Phil Levant booked for 3 weeks 
at the Blackhawk ... Wilson Hum- 


ber due in Kansas City for two 
weeks at the Plamor ... Jack Tea- 
garden sitting in for a few sets 


around town Charlie Hogan 
vacationing on the Coast... Ray 
McKinley dipping into college dough 
with a string of one nighters next 
month Kay Kyser borrowing 
Harry Babbit. from Mercury to cut 
several sides for Columbia 


in town from New York .. . Dusty 
Fletcher mopping up with one night- 
ers, theatre dates. before his three 
weeks at the Strand, New York, 
beginning April 4 .. Charles Fiske 
takes over the Plantation, Dallas, 
March 18... Leighton Bailey, MCA, 
to Omaha and Kansas City .. 

March 7 sees Peter Higgins in the 
Skyline Room, Flint, Mich . .. Cab 
Calloway repeating at Savoy Ball- 
room, May 9... Andy Kirk due in 
town after stage stint in Downtown 
Theatre, Detroit Bob Strong 
opens at Mary’s, Kansas City, Mo., 
March 14... Buddy Moreno trying 
out his new band at the Casa Loma 
Ballroom, St. Louis and the Indiana 


Roof, Indianapolis. 
Pittsburgh 
Erskine Butterfield into Oasis 


Tropical Bar ... Don. Metz’ Club 


resuming week-end dancing; has 
signed Pee Wee Lewis band P 
Meade Lux Lewis into Mercur 


Music Bar, March 24 for two weeks 
... Tommy Carlyn band opens Mon- 
day (17) at Vogue Terrace, replacing 
Lee Kelton and WJAS staff orches- 
tra. Latter will have hung up a 
month’s run then ... Herb Russell 
doing vocals with Bill LeRoy’s band 
now that Janie Knight has retired 
to have a baby ... Lawrence Welk 
opened Friday (7) at Bill Green's 


paid a band. , . Rita Boll has been 
added to Piccolo Pete band as fea- 
tured vocalist. 


Bobby Weiss Checks Out 


|| As Musicraft’s Coast Rep 


Hollywood, March 11. 





Bobby Weiss. former Musicraft 
| Records exec who left that outfit 
|to set up his own publicity and 
Pog teugaren business on the Coast, 
|} at the same time becoming Holly- 
| wood representative for Musicraft. 
| has given up the latter post. He 
| feels that exploiting Dick Haymes. 
Margaret Whiting, Helen Forrest. 
Pied Pipers, et al. all of whom are 
tied to other recording outfits, would 
interfére with his work. 

Weiss has set up his business in 
partnership with Mort Davis, an- 





other Musicraft refugee. He was 
a V.p. ‘ 


+ 6 aT 
Kettering, v.p. of Frederick Brothers, 











More Chain Book Stores Adding — 
Record Depts.; Albums Go Big 


Liaison between books and records, 
viewed as a “natural tie-up” by in- 
dustry execs, is becoming more evi- 
dent with scores of booksellers add- 
ing disk departments to complement 
their customary wares. Record 
manufacturers’ major problem, ac- 
cording to RCA-Victor’s general 
merchandising manager Jack Hall- 
strom, is to find new dealers, and 
bookshops are a “perfectly logical 
outlet.” 





Idea is not new, Hallstrom said, for | 


as early as 1934 he saw that records 


|and books go hand in hand and re- 
prevailed upon | 


called that he had 
Chuck Traver, proprietor of Tren- 
ton’s (N.J.), largest bookshop, to in- 


shops, accustomed to conservative 
patrons, have created special facili. 
ties for the youngsters where it 
makes ‘em happy and spreads word 
of mouth, 

Bearing out Hallstrom’s sales views 
is the comparatively new policy of 
the Womrath chain bookstores which 
have added record departments to 


| five shops in N.Y. City the past eight 
or 10 months. 


Its disk-buyer, Wil- 
liam Perry, characterized the setup 


jas a “natural” and said platter sales 


stall a disk department at that time. | 


Traver found it profitable ever 
since, he said. He cited the Lesser- 
Goldman book store in St. Louis as 
another outlet where a substantial, 
adequate display of both records and 
books has proved advantageous to 
the retailer. 

While Hallstrom was unable to es- 
timate the volume of disk business 
done by book shops, he ventured to 
say that it was large in proportion 
to the number of tome shops handl- 
ing platters. As far as teen-age jive- 
sters are concerned, he said, some 


Musicraft Defers Meet 
Of Stockholders On 
Reorg to Next Week 


Musicraft Records has deferred 
until next Wednesday (19) the stock- 
holders meeting scheduled for the 
past Monday (10) over its develop- 
ing reorganization plan. Reason 


certain items in the plan had not 
been completely worked out, pre- 
sumably those involving the buying 
of stock by outside companies. 

As indicated in last week’s Variery, 
the plan involves the issuing of 470,- 
518 shares of new common stock, 
which along with an application for 
loan of $250,000 from a bank, would 
give the company a total of $838,147 
with which to meet current obliga- 
tions and start anew. 


Among other items, meeting will 
have as its purpose the authorization 
of Musicraft directors and officers to 
pledge or mortgage any or all of 
the company assets to secure debts 
arising from the refinancing plan. 
Company is operating with a net 
working capital defic’. of nearly half 
a million dollars, exclusive of $251,- 
656 in loans made by officers. 





Cosmo Reorg Deferred, Too 

Cosmo federal court reorganiza- 
tion plan, which is vastly different 
from Miusicraft’s in that it is a 
legal affair, whereas the latter's is 
an attempt to avoid legal entangle- 
ments, was due to be presented to 
the court in New York Friday (7). 





| 
| by the 


at. highest price that spot has ever || 


{ 


It, too, has been deferred until 
May 16. 


Presumably, the delay was caused 
investigation into Cosmo’s 
past history by the U. S. Security 
and Exchange Commission. 
has been digging into the Cosmo 
fsco for several weeks now, and 
has been questioning various volun- 
tary witnesses and others being 
subpoenaed. 





| peal, 





given for the 10-day delay is that | | 


, SUNDOWN 





Latter | 


Lee J. Cobb has been named a di- | 


rector of Keynote Recordings. Nor- | 


man Corwin and Paul Robeson are 
two other directors ef firm. 


745 Fitth Ave., New York 22 








| 


i 
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Art Mooney (and Orchestra) 
has switched to 
Associated Booking Corp. 
hecause Associated Excels 
in Booking Facilities 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
JOE GLASER, Pres. 


were encouraging He Wom- 
rath’s would ultimately have be. 
tween 20 and 25 combination book 
and record shops out of a total of 40 
retail outlets. 


said 


Most sales, a survey showed, were 
in albums since it’s the 
job that offers the 


packaged 
most sales ap- 
The location also determines 
the nature of the sale—whether 
classical or pop. Doubleday-Doran 
already has five record departments 
in its book stores in New York, De- 
troit, Miami Beach and is adding 
two more in suburbs of St. Louis and 
Detroit. Company exec pointed to the 
many tieups that can be made cit- 
ing Hoagy Carmichael’s tome, “Star- 


dust Row,” among composer-author 
works as an example of what can be 
stimulated through joint sales pro- 
motion. 








———E 





TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARDS TODAY 








From the Charles R. Rogers Production 
“THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" 


AT 





Werdse and music by 
Welter Deneldson 


ew 


PROFESSIONAL SONGWRITER, 
FORMING CLUB. WEEKLY MEET- 
ING. NEW YORK CiTy. ALL 
THOSE INTERESTED WRITE BOX 
5585, VARIETY, 154 W. 46TH ST., 
NEW YORK 19. 


AMATEURS WELCOME 
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54 W. Randolph S$t., Chicage 
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~ Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Los Angeles AFM Local 47 reps have met with Florine Bale, Coast chief 
of American Guild of Variety Artists, and again drawn lines over into 
whose jurisdiction numerous nitery performers fall. In past, due to loose 
agreements, arguments have ensued between the unions as to which con- 
trolled what. Decision now has been reached that AGVA will not seek 
to corral any performer with act consisting largely of playing an instru- 
ment; he will be allotted to musicians’ union. AGVA will cover, however, 


any band member who does a comedy routine or any member of a combo | 


who does more singing than playing. Reps of each union hereafter 
will meet weekly to compare notes, so that between them they can account 
for all performers on Coast and see that all belong either to one or the 
other organization. 





Despite reports to the contrary, American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers has no intention of aligning its own campaign for revenue 
from coin machines with that of Maurice Speiser, head of the National 
Assn. of Performing Artists. And there never was any intention of doing 
so. ASCAP is using its own methods of lobbying for a change in the 1909 
copyright law so as to permit a collection of performance rights moneys 
from diskbox operators. It is watching Speiser’s moves and that’s all 
Speiser’s bill, introduced weeks back into Congress by Rep. Hugh D. Scott, 
seeks to permit performance rights collection, but also seeks to protect 
the royalty rights of the artist making disks used 


in diskboxes. He wants 
them to be paid by diskbox operators, too. ° 


Sherman hotel, Chicago, which dropped its band policy late last month 


for an ice-revue headed by Dorothy Lewis, all backed by Ted Weems’ | 


orchestra, ironically enough, drew a hot band when it took on Weems. 
During the period between the time Ernie Byfield, Sherman talent buyer, 
took on Weems, and his opening, the leader's old recording of ‘“Heart- 
aches” began rolling again and worked the tune up into the hit class for 
Leeds Music, publisher. As a result, Weems, who originally was bought 
by the Sherman strictly as a means of supplying music, is a valuable b.o. 
draw to the hostelry. 

Overlooked in all the hoopla over the Ted Weems revival of “Heart- 
aches” is that “Dardanella’”’ bass arrangement, which really makes the 
recording. 

Music Publishers Contact Employees union apparently is headed for a 
more lucrative take from this year’s annual “affair” than any it has run off 
in the past. Bob Miller, prexy of the MPCE, already has rounded up 
$13,200 for this year’s journal, which is more than $1,000 above last year’s 
final figures. And the affair isn't until May 5. This year it will take the 
form of a showing of “Finian’s Rainbow.” Some $4,200 worth of ticket 
pledges have already been made for the performance. Miller, who an- 


nually beats himself to a pulp on the affair, the profits of which go into the | 


MPCE’s benevolent fund, recently got back to N. Y. from the Coast. 





Modeled along the lines of a newspaper “morgue,” Capitol Records has 
set up an information bureau designed to “assist the trade and business 
press in reporting industry news accurately.” Firm also feels that public 
interest is best cultivated by disseminating news without “frills and forc- 
ing.” With headquarters in Hollywood, Capitol’s new bureau is headed by 
George W. Oliver. 





Since “To Each His Own” proved such a click tune, Paramount has had 
the authors, Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, churning out tunes titled after 
forthcoming film releases. Poised for publication are “Dear Ruth,” “Golden 


Earrings,” “The Big Clock,” “My Favorite Brunette” and “Easy Come, 
Easy Go.” 
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Donaldson Active 


Walter Donaldson, recently gravely 
ill'on the Coast, has recovered to 
the point where he is again writing 
songs. He did words and music to 
“Let Her Fool Me,” being published 
by Bregman-Vocco-Conn. 

Donaldson, one of the top members 





of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers, 
| writer of “My Blue Heaven,” “At 


2 
v 





Peter Maurice Sailing 
March 20, Phillips 7th 





|Sundown,” “Yes Sir, That’s My 
| Baby,” and many others, hasn't 
| written much in recent years, 


| 

Met Opera Action Vs. 
Disker Over Illegal 

| Use of Name Upheld 


Metropolitan 
week 





Opera Assn. last 
was granted a temporary in- 
junction in New York supreme court 
against the Pilot Radio Corp. and 
Isidore Goldberg, forbidding the lat- 
ter from using the name “Metropoli- 
tan Symphony Orchestra” or the title 
| “Metropolitan” on recordings of a 
series of albums of symphonies and 
| operas. 

| Group had approached the Met last 
| October, requesting use of its name 
}in connection with 12 albums to be 
| issued before Christmas, with Eric 
Leinsdorf, former conductor at the 
|; Met, leading the orchestra. Met 
|turned idea down, because the time 
was too short to weigh the matter 
|properly. Then in December there 
lappeared ads in N. Y. papers an- 
|nouncing appearance of the albums, 
jads containing the statement: “fea- 
|turing the Metropolitan Symphony 
Orchestra.” 

| In its suit, Met produced affidavits 
| showing that in a shopping survey of 
| 25 retail record stores in New York, 


'13 carried the albums in question, 
land in 70% of the cases the sales 
clerk said the recording was made 
| by the Metropolitan Opera Orches- 
|tra. Justice Bernard L. Shientag, in 
| holding that this confusion would be 
| obvious, agreed in his opinion that 
| the name “Metropolitan” has become 
|“uniquely associated” with the opera 
company and that its use elsewhere 
was “misleading.” 

| Believed the matter of the albums 
| will be settled before case comes to 
| trial, with change in name on the 
! albums. 


British songsmitheJimmy Phillips 
;returns Friday (7) on the Queen 
!Blizabeth, but Peter Maurice, his 


{London music publisher, is prolong- | 


‘ing his New York stay until March 
120. It's the latter’s first trip in 10 
years, but Phillips was in the States 
over a year ago for a quickie. 
Peter Maurice, Ine. is the only 
| British pub in company in ASCAP, 
being an American - incorporated 
‘firm, just like Ltd., 


Leeds Music, 


just formed, is a British corporation | 


of an American publisher. Maurice 
and Lou Levy (Leeds) are com-| 
|mitted to the idea of interchange 


of copyrights through 50-50 partner- 
ships in the respective countries. 


‘Yip Harburg Sails in May 
_ Ona Year’s European 0.0. 


E. Y. Harburg, librettist of “Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow,” saiis on a year’s ex- 
tended European trip early in May. 
Plans to take in Czechoslovakia, 
Sweden, France, England and Rus- 
sia. 

Songsmith-showman states there 
will be no No. 2 company of “Fin- 
ian’s” because of casting difficulties 
plus the fact it costs almost as much 
to put on a second production, so 
the idea is to wait until the Broad- 





cidentally, Louis Dreyfus (with 
Prince Littler) is putting on the 
London “Finian’s”, 


Pity England, ‘Richard’ 
Is Just Starting There 


London, March 4. 

First to broadcast “Op®h the Door, 
Richard,’ American hit, handled 
here by Leeds Music, which is con- 
trolled by Peter Maurice Co. over 
here, will be the Tommy Handley 
show “Itma,” March 8, 

“Richard” has also been recorded 
by His Master’s Voice by the Four 























send mene 


way run ends and then tour it. In- | 


Newcomers to Maestroing Cue 


Trend Toward Vocalist-Leaders 


Trend of new-band building may 
be drifting in the direction of vo- 
'calist-leaders and away from the 
accepted instrumentalist - maestro 
\theory, which has prevailed virtu- 
ally ever since the band business 
ibecame a full-scale industry. At the 
moment, there are three new bands 
being prepared by vocalists—one by 
|Buddy Moreno, formerly with Harry 


| James; another, the latest, by 
‘Marshall Young, singer on the 
Arthur Godfrey radio show, and 


combo recently formed by one-time 


; Sammy Kaye vocalist Tommy Ryan. 

Young is building a 12-piece out- 
fit in New York. He’s being backed 
by an uncle. Moreno is currently 
gathering a group to open next 
month in Chicago, a territory where 
ihe’s widely known due to his days 
iwith Dick Jurgens’ band. In addition, 
i'there has been some talk of a band 
|headed by Stuart Foster, ex-vocalist 
|with Tommy Dorsey (although that 
doesn't seem likely since Foster is 
|still on Dorsey’s payroll at the lat- 
jter’s Casino Gardens’ Ballroom, 
|Ocean Park, Cal., while T.D. makes 
up his mind about his own future), 
| Another vocalist leader is Jack Ed- 
wards, who opens at the Commo- 
idore hotel, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). Edwards, however, like 
Vaughn Monroe, handled by the 
same people, also plays an instru- 
ment, 

Ray Eberle, former singer with 
Glenn Miller, has been a leader for 
months, He’s handled by General 
|Artists and is claimed to be doing 
|well enough to warrant his role as 
j;a maestro, 





Whiteman in Albany 


Albany, March 11 

Paul Whiteman’s orchestra will 
give a concert in Fabian’s Palace, 
here April 15. 

Date will be Whiteman’s first in 
Albany since he worked Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall sometime before fire 
destroyed it in 1940. 











——— 








Revellers. 





RECORDED BY 
Novatime Trio 


Blue Barron 
Frankie Carle 
Norman Cloutier 


Hal Derwin 
Charlie Spivak 


Chuck Foster Starlighters 


Jerry Jerome Three Suns 


George Towne 
Lawrence Welk 


Johnny Long 
Russ Morgan 


1619 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 
JOE DRACCA 





Eddie Scravanick 


STEVENS MUSIC CORP. |: 


HOLLYWOOD 
BILLY SHERMAN 





Here’s Your Copy — OFF TO A TERRIFIC START 


UNLESS IT CAN HAPPEN WITH YOU 
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Night Club Revi 
| whole is marked by too much length 


b Ed 2, M 
Leon & die’s, N. Y.- and too little talent. It’s unhappily | 


Gus Van, Amory Bros. (4), Sonny | planned and routined, with far too | 
King, Joe Cook, Jr., Narda, Phyllis) much emphasis on vocalizers when | 
Arnold, Graham Sisters (2), Lin€!|a4 good comic is most needed. 
(8), Art Waner’s Orch; minimum,| Pipe department includes Van, of | 
$3.50 weekdays; $4 Saturdays. ‘course, plus Sonny King, the m.c.; | 

; ee |young Cook, Phyllis Arnold, Graham 

Nostalgia, always a valuable show | ‘Sisters (who work the chirping in 
biz commodity, gets top billing at! between their fddle playing and 
L&E's this session, with Gus Van | terping), and the Amory Bros, That 
(& Schenck) topping the lineup and | j}eayes Narda, her doves and the line 
Joe Cook, Jr., on the lengthy roster | Worst of all, each of the singers has 
of acts. Even in Narda, the dove; an uphill fight all the way against 
dancer, some of the lads are going | Art Waner’s band — which buries | 


to find a trace. of nostalgia for the | them under the volume of horns and | 
Gaiety and Minsky’s, while the Am-| drums. 


ory Bros—most impressive feature; Van, recently seen on Broadway 
ot the bill, incidentally—bring UP/jn the short-lived “Toplitzky of 
memories of the Mills Bros. and| Notre Dame.” runs through a gamut 
Golden Gate Quartet of standards and specialties, plus a 

With biz weak, as it has been at| Broadway cavalcade. It’s pleasant 
most niteries recently, Leon Enken | and gets good results all the way, 


and Eddie Davis are apparently try-| with Van showing a nice, easy-going 


ing to hypo things with the nostalgic brand of — salesmanship without 
names. While Van retains some of | knocking himself out. 

the spark and _ personality that Amory Bros. is a foursome of 
brought him and his late partner | youngsters vocalizing spirituals in 
to Broadway in 1912 and kept them/| the manner of the Golden Gaters 


in top hits for years, the show as a and pops as the Mills Biws. do them. 
j In both departments they're excel- | 
| lent, as evidenced by the fact that 
they’re a holdover here. To really 
seca suey ail make a mark, however, they’re go- 
ing to have to discard those carbon 
arrangements and evolve a style all 
their own. The lads have really | 


oluille Eddie 
v4 é lE | | solid voices and a nice manner, al- 
| beit they sell a bit too hard and | 
Ri | enunciation is ofttimes sloppy. 
Cook, Jr. (New Acts), is a plea- 








|sant-looking chap, but needs lots 
more in the way of material. 
MENTALISTS 4-7 MAGICAL MASTERS Phyllis Arnold is an Al Siegel 


entry, whose attractively coutoured 
but otherwise doesn’t count for 
|; much, singing in a mixture of styles, 
of which none is either distinctive o1 
distinguished. Narda’s turn with the 
ps doves is a bit unusual, especially in 
HARRY Star wea GAC a number in which the birds, as 
. HARRY GREEN well as her costume, are treated to 
Per. Rep.: gleam fluorescently in the darkened 
| room. Line of eight gals, directed by 
Frank Shepherd, goes through its 
| routines with the requisite verve 
Herb 


March 3rd te 15th 
STATLER HOTEL 
Buffalo, N. ¥. 











» &'Cleek Club. Miami 


Miami Beach, March 9 


WANTED 





Joe Frisco, Lillian Roth, Los 
Hernandos Trio, Elisa Jayne, Al 
White, Michael Selkers Orch (7); 
BOTTOM MAN $2.50 min ; ug 
FOR ACROBATIC ACT To counteract the expected post- 


season slump expected at this time. 
,;most of the top clubs have been 
keeping their name attraction policy, 
| with some operating on a no mini- 


APPROX. 5 FEET 10 








| kept on, with a neat brace of top- 
liners installed. From the manner 
in which Joe Frisco and Lillian Roth 








Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showhiz! 
* 1947 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 


goers still in town. 
Frisco hasn't been seen hereabouts 
in many seasons. He returns with 


laughable sesh of stories~on race 

track characters which sound fresh 

and garner the vet.comedian a 
___. ____ __ -__ — 


























“HAROLD BARNES, tight- 
wire artist, does a thrilling 
ballet in the air on the Music 
Hall stage, as one of the high- 
lights of Russeli Markert's new 
show."—Kate Cameron, News, 
Feb. 28th, 1947. 


Direction 
SAM RAUCH 
153 W. 50th St. 

New York 








/had them pounding. 


| she purveys. 


i then a nostalgic cavalcade of the hits 


|dancer Elisa Jayne, 
| with her two routines’ in 
| displays her flexi-muscles. 


Contact - | mum or reduced price policy to lure 
the payees in, with. in some cases, 
unexpectedly good biz. In the case 

EDDIE SMITH AGENCY of the Five O'Clock which has had | 
1501 Broadway, N. Y. C. /an in-and-out season, the minimum | 
| (comparatively normal) has been 


clicked opening night, they should | 
draw a good measure of the nitery- | 


the same horse-room routine, plus a | 














solid round of howls. All of it adds 
up to a draw for the track mob, of 
whom there are still plenty in 
town. 
Frisco is still a funny guy, with 
that perfect timing and unpredictable 
routining. That he’s lost none of his 
ease with an aud is evidenced all 
the way. Tops with his hoofing in 
the Frisco style. ee | 
Miss Roth, throughout her stint, 
Voice is still 
vibrant and she gets full value from 
the smart arrangements of the songs 
Looking as good as 
ever, and with that same sparkling 
smile, she zings across “No Busi- 
ness Like Show Business” to open, 
folloWs with a special, “Everything 
Happens To Me” for sock reaction, 


she was associated with at the height 








of her career. Sequence, which in- 
cludes, “Sing You Sinners,” “If I 
Could Be With You” and “Vagabond 
King” medley is artfully presented 
and arranged. Encores with an old | 
“Scandals” song “Something I} 
Dreamed Last Night” and “Stone | 
Cold Dead In The Market” with some | 
nifty new lyrics. Had to beg off 


Projecting their balancing | and 
flips to the Latin musical back-| 
eround, the Los Hernandos trio | 
earned a series of gasps and palm 
whacks in their _ stint. Control | 


a looker, clicks 
which she 


Al White emcees nicely enough, 
but could well eliminate those tired 
gags and cut down on the songs. In| 
dance spot he gets by okay. 

Michael Selker’s orch backgrounds 
in nice fashion, 


though obviously | 


showing the lack of enough re-| 
hearsal. On the dance side the 
smooth-swing essayed gets the 
dancers up in goodly numbers. 

Lary. | 


La Martinique. N. Y. 


Alan Gale, Joan Barton, Bret Mor- 
rison, Chris Kerrigan & Lee Lindsey. 


' 


Martiniqueens (7); Ernie Stewart | 
Orch (8), Marcelino Guerra Orch 
(11). Production by Catherine Lit- 


tlefield, music by Irvin Graham; $4.50 
minimum. 


Working on a lower entertainment 
nut than usual, Dario and Jimmy 
Vernon have wisely channeled a 
good portion cf the $10.000 weekly 
expenditure into production ideas 
and music. Outcome on the floor is 


a show where brightness and origi- 
nality are underlined. and overall 
quality emphasized at the 


cost ol 
any single big name draw. Its a 
switchback to the girl show 
after accenting names. 

Line, with its alumna, Chris Ker- 
rigan, singing,.opens the bill with a 
tune about showgals called, appro- 

| priately, “Can’t Do a Thing But Look 
Pretty.” Bret Morrison, ducking his 
usual “Shadow” (radio) role. is spot- 
ted in the next stanza with Miss 
Kerrigan and Lee Lindsey, Morrison 
| pipes nicely in “Come and Get It 


ing a definite musicomedy pitch. 
| However, his blondined good looks 
somehow don’t sit too well 
male segment of payees. 

High point of the show. on basis 
of returns at least, is with produc- 
tion number titled “Women.” Mor- 
rison sings with Miss Kerrigan, then 
narrates from ringside table into 
hidden mike while Lindsey, hand- 
some youngster, dances and pan- 


tomimes the story of a young man’s | 


affaires d’amour. Line members take 
parts as cheap hoyden. chorus girl, 
actress, etc. Costumes are beauts, 
while ideas and execution garner 
plenty from the crowd. 

Introed as a Columbia starlet, 
Joan Barton gets by on the basis of 
very cute personality and only a 
pleasant voice. Chirps “Columbus, 
Ohio,” “Sentimental Reasons,” and a 
couple of special numbers, “Abou 
Ben Adam” and “Passport From 
Georgia.” Latter tune’s race prob- 
lem significance and lampooning of 
the title state brings laughs. 

Allan Gale puts out plenty- of 
energy during his headline-billed 
stint and keeps the payees with him 


| throughout. Routine can be hypoed 


with tightening and more attention 
to sequence of comedy bits. Opens 
with a femme takeoff on Harry Rich- 
man for hefty yocks but in question- 
able taste. Another of Al Jolson is 
good but best mime job is on Louis 
Armstrong. Monolog of “Mr. 
| thony” and another of man on first 
plane ride also register well. 

Final production is “Saints or Sin- 
ners” with line, Morrison and the 
dance team for a sock finish. 
backing by Ernie Stewart is okay. 
while Marcelino ~Guerra’s Latin 
tunes keep bistro’s regular clientele 


| well as a pop tune. 


|warm them up to his satires 


i balls 
jand 


idea | 


Day” and “Girl That I Marry.” mak- | 


with | 


An- | 


Show- | 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, March 7. 
Eleanor Powell, arl Ravazza, 
Larry Storch, Boy Foy, Adorables 


(10) with Billy Lawrence, Wally 
Sands, Gay Claridge Orch (10), Don 
Chiesta rch (4) with Carmen 


Ravell; $3.50 min. 





Present show just doesn’t jell and 
draw will depend completely on 
marquee value of Eleanor Powell. 
For spot regulars and the convention 
crowd, show lacks a comic which has 
been the mainstay of this club for 
years. 

Miss Powell returns to the bistros 
after an absence of several years in 
films. Tall red-head wears an open 
black lace dance costume with sev- 
eral skirt attachments which she 
changes with her numbers. She car- 
ries a special dance mat to amplify 
the tap beats. Ably assisted by 
pianist, Dave Gussin, she 
series of boogie, soft shoe and rhum.- 
ba to start and then calls for the 
customers’ preferences which leads 
off to a waltz beat of “Blue Danube.” 


does a} 


with straight talk, and gals do kicks 
etc., in various costume motifs. Com- 
munity sa a and other gags fil! 
out the bill. Customers love it. 
Elie. 


Rio Cabana, N. Y. 





Nils T. Granlund (NTG), Billy 
Vine, Iris Carroll, Gaye Dixon 
Machito Orch, Jose Curbello Orch: 


$3.50 min 





The latter day La Conga which 
bowed out last week to become the 
Rio Cabana, is starting out exactly 
as it did a little more than 20 years 
ago when the same site held the 
Frivolity club. At that time, Nils T 
Granlund (NTG) was called in to 
rescue the club from financial woes 
and had a run of 66 weeks, ‘ 

Coincident with the change of 
name and policy, spot’s management 
has undergone a revamping. Jack 





Follows with a rhumba to good re- | 


sponse to score solid hit. 
Carl Ravazza in his first 
pearance in Chi also clicks. 


solo ap- 


Singei 


knows how to sell a spicy ditty as| 


Opens with “In 
follows with “Glocca 
and segues into a calypso, 
“Always Marry a Woman Uglier 
Than You.” After 
Song” he rings the bell with “The 
Begat” from “Finian’s Rainbow,” 


Acapulco,” 
Morra” 


ay ee 


| rect. 


and winds with “Bathing Suit Never | 


Got 

Larry Storch takes a long time to 
His 
study of Winston 
speech following the Dunkirk defeat 
while neatly done, is not niter 
rial However, he scores with his 


mate- 


Wet” to hefty palm-whacking. | 


Churchill in| 


sketch of a femme bar fly. and walks 


off to solid applause. 

Boy Foy, juggler, does 
stunts atop high unicycle, 
four Indian ~clubs in his 


juggling 


and hoops while pacing back 
forth on his high perch. 
hit 

Line has two numbers backed bys 
Wally Sands, production singer, who 
does a nice job with his baritone 
First number, ala “Lil Abner” 
|features Billy Lawrence. ballerina 
Second is based on Gordon Jenkins 


“Manhattan Towers.” 


Gay Claridge’s band has dropped 
four violins that he had in the last 
show and combination sounds thin 


with on'y 10 pieces in this big room 


New rbumba band is Don Chiesta 
which features Carmen Ravell on 
macaccas and vocals. Loop. 


Gay Nineties. Boston 
Boston, March. 2 


Mae Murray with Billy Vaz: | 
Annie Kent, Jack Goldie, Young 
| Steve Brodie, Floradora Sextet, 


Johnny Cain Orch (7): $2-$2.50 min 


This elaborately corny joint, about 


| the only nitery in town making 
money, works every Gay ‘90s gag 
|}and turns them away most of the 


week. 

Has about a dozen singing waiters 
jin shirtsleeves, suspenders. and 
|} mustachios, who relieve the band 
|and chirp old-time songs. Keystone 
;cop on the door, red-checkered 
| table cloths, hard-dropping curtain 
| on the stage, and other gags main- 
tain the atmosphere. But it turns out 
good meals and doesn’t cut corners 
on drinks, so gets plenty of re- 
peaters. 

Mae Murray, of “Merry Widow” 
fame, is star of show but fails to 
| impress mainly because of faulty 
| routine. Appears with a partner less 
than half her age who, though very 
good, serves only to heighten the 
/contrast. Also wears a knee-length 
black dress looking like a slip, which 
doesn’t help her at all. Should wear 
tight, bodiced gown with plenty of 
; flare in the skirt. She does two 





numbers, finishing with the “Merry | 


Widow” waltz, unknown to most of 
the customers. As she is, garners 
only mild response. 


Annie Kent, hep old timer. wows 
with pseudo-naughty material and 
| songs, catching a begoff. Filled in 
for Ed Jameson and Nettie DeCour- 
| Sey, both stricken with pneumonia 
| during engagement here and cur- 
_rently in Gity hospital. Other act is 
Young Steve Brodie, clever acrobat 
and tumbler. Jack Goldie m.c.’s 
LO RT [ti 





amazing | 


sweep | 
|}across the stage and then balancing 


Solid | 


Greene has bought out Monte Gard- 
ner’s share, and is operating 
Charles Maybruck 

NTG’s basic theory of Ziving the 
mob a galaxy of undraped femmes 
which he says is conducive to repe it 


with 


trade hasn’t changed in the inter- 
vening 20 years. He's operated fo: 
many years on that theory at the 


Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, and 

did some healthy business for some 

time at the Greenwich Village Inn, 
prior to coming here 

As the club is presently operated, 


; success of the venture will hinge 
“Anniversary | geben 


whether NTG’s basic premise is cor- 
As currently constituted. show 
(Continued on page 62) 





ATTENTION! | 


M.C.’s—Performers 








| have just completed 30 new, topi- 
cal parodies on different situations. 
This is fresh material and all my 
own work. They can be used to any 
type Hit Parade and 
standard tunes only. I'll guarantee 
that each one has a funny, socke 
ending. These 30 complete parodies 
are each printed on 8 x 10 paper 
and sell for $15.00 for all. Sample 
$1.00 each. Another thing, if you 
have an idea of your own I'll write 


you a punchy parody for $5.00. 
Nuff sed. 


Manny Gordon 


819-W North Avenue 
Milwaukee 6, Wisc. 
Concord 4732 


audience. 
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AL BORDE PRESENTS 
The Sensaticaal 








5100 Aleda Club, Chicago 





| BENNY MEROFF 
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Curry, Byrd Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 


wiggling. Biz still) ns.h. opening i ; ON TOUR 
night. foot Direction MATTY ROSEN CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
































THANKS T0 


CHICAGO 
CHAS. E. HOGAN 
MARCUS GLAZER 

NEW YORK 


JACK DAVIES ~ 
JOSH MEYER 





H=LLO BROADWAY! 


HARRISON-CARROLL-ROSS 


LOEW'S STATE, New York, March 20th 





DATES BOOKED 


CHICAGO—ORIENTAL 
LOUISVILLE—NATIONAL 
WASHINGTON—CAPITOL 
MIAMI—OLYMPIA 
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/S0-Camp Shows Enlists Booke 
In Recruiting Talent for Hospital Tours 


ysoO-Camp Shows is seeking to + 


VARIETY 








| 
} 





‘++ performers to entertain the 
rounded still in hospitals. A 
yolunteer committee consisting of 
pookers of the various vaude cir- 
cuits has been circularizing acts 





urging them to devote as much time 
as possible to playing the hospital 
circuit. ; 

Committee is chairmanned by 
Sidney Piermont, Loew circuit 
pooker, with other members com- 
prising Harry Mayer, Warner Bros. 
talent scout; Harry Levine, Para- 
mount booker, and Dan F 
RKO. A similar committee is oper- 
ating on the Coast to get personali- 
ties to play Veterans Administration 
hospitals. 

Committee will attempt to get per- 
formers to play on a volunteer basis, 
reimbursement being $10-$16 pel 
day expenses, plus transportation, or 
work at nominal salaries. Letters to 
various acts assures them that work- 
jng at cutrates will in no way 
prejudice their regular salaries. 


Among the acts that have accepted | 
so far are Joe and Jane, Shiela Bar- | 


Walter Dare 
Jan Murray, 
Froos, Roy 


Murray, 
Barton, 


rett, Wynn 
Wahl, James 
Dave Apollon, Sylvia 
Smeck, Al Bernie, Arthu Blake, 
Ben Beri, Hal Lehoy, Brus.. 
Jack Powell, Hal Sherman and Leon 
Navara. 

Booker’s committee functioned 
during the war to get acts to per- 
form overseas. 


Car! 


USO Troupe’s 6-Month Swing 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Troupe of 10 USO-Camp 
entertainers left on a six-month tour 
of military camps in Alaska, the 
Aleutians and the Caribbean. Com- 
pany consists of Carlton Cowen, 
Sunny Chambers, Vicki and Nicki 
Collins, Darby & Ardell, 
Roberts, Frank Davenport and The 
Blanchards. 


Shows 





Maxie Rosenbloom and Max Bae! 


have been set for McVanns, Buffalo, | 


starting April 28. 


i emeenemeiiind 





Friendly, | 





i of 


Martin | 


Labor Leader’s Slayer 


Arrested in Los Angeles 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
Ruben Shetsky, former manager of 
the Casablanca, loop nitery, who shot 
and killed Albert Schneider, union 


rs Aid’ 





organizer, during a quarrel over la- 
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More U.S. Acts Set 


Bookings for the Campoamor 
theatre. Havana, are increasing. | 
House started booking American acts | 
out of Miami, several weeks ago in | 
an effort to entice American tourist | 
trade. Policy has apparently coumn | 
on, and theatre is starting to book | 
more expensive acts. 

Maurice Rocco has been set start- 
ing March 17, while Chester Fred- 
ericks, formerly in the legiter “Show 


Boat” started Monday (10). Eileen | 


O’Dare has been set for the Rocco 


show. | 
William | 


Bookings are by the 


bor’s part in electing the present | Morris a Whi 


reform mayor, has been arrested by 
the FBI in Los Angeles. 

Shetsky disappeared in 
ing his trial] murder 
some circles believed he 
“pumped off,” his trial 
and he was convicted in absentia 
nationwide search was 
until last week, 


ACTION POSTPONED ON 
BOOZE CREDIT BILL 


Albany, March 11. 


assembly 


for 
had 


unavailing 





The state post- 
poned a vote until tomorrow (12) on 
the Brook bill permitting the. sale 


by special permit of liquor on credit 


today 


if incidental te the sale of food 
consumed on the premises. Hotels. 
only, are now permitted to extend 
credit 
State Liquor Authority does not 
object to the measure. Bill fixes 
annual fee of $2,000 in New York, 
| Kings, Queens, Bronx counties: 


$1,200 in Richmond county and cities 

100,000 population or more: 

$800 elsewhere in the state. 
Senator Faulk 


and 


has a companion 


; bill on the senate calendar awaiting 


arrival of the assembly measure. 





Rosen-Romm Deal 
Deal has been set for Jerry Rosen 


to represent Harry Romm’s act list 
for cafe dates. Romm will handle 
the acts for other fields 


Both agents will continue to main- 


| tain seperate offices. 
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Bill Mulled to Permit 
Sub-Teenagers to Act 
Under License System 


Albany, March 11 
Sen. Walter J. Mahoney. Buffalo 
Republican, and Assemblyman John 
S. Finch, Rensselaer County Repub- 


lican, are pushing for passage of a 
bill which would permit employment 
of children under 16 in theatrical 
performances, motion pictures, cir- 
cuses, radio and television broad- 
casts, and other forms of entertain- 
ment, under a_ licensing system 
handled by local boards of educa- 
tion or officers designated by them. 


Youngsters could 
hurch 
teur programs 
mits, for 
be necessary a 
hours before a 
be issued if the board or 
deemed participation not injurious 
to the children. 

The bill, believed to have been 
prompted by the desire to facilitate 
the appearance of kid performers 
in legitimate productions in Buffalo 
and other cities, was on third reading 
lcalendar in the Assembly today 
(Tues.). It had, been put over from 
the previous week. 

Somewhat similar measures 
been introduced for several years. 
opposition by ex-N. YY. Mayor 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia and children’s 
aid societies in the metropolitan area 
led to a veto by Gov. Herbert H. 
|Lehman once. The bill was later 
amended to meet New York City op- 
position. The Buffalo children’s so- 
ciety has favored the measure. 


WIFE HELD IN SLAYING 


participate n 


school and « shows and ama- 
a permit. Per- 
applications would 
specified number of 


performance, would 


Viinout 


which 


have 





Houston, March 11. 
| Richard L. (Dick) Wheeler, 

|night club owner, was fatally shot 
jin his apartment here, March 5. 


|charged with the murder and re- 
jleased under $10,000 bond. Prelimi- 
|nary hearing has been set for 
|March 14. 


In a statement. Mrs. Wheeler said 


early in the evening while at dinner. 
|They went on to the Plantation, 
|nitery which he owned, and 
jmained until closing time. 
they returned home, they quarreled 


| again, violently, she said. 


| her. 
|off. He was shot once through the 
pees, and died instantly. 

when he opened the 
Houston’s best known night 


nitery ops paying out 
sums in cafe history in a scramble 
for “name” attractions came Friday 
(7) 
court by E. M. Loew, owner of the | 
Latin Quarter, to void payment of a 
,contracted $15,000 for a week's en- 


'gagement to Jane Russell, claiming 
| breach 


before 


She claimed the real beef arose from 


officer ' her appearance at the Lord Tarleton 


For Canposmner Havana’ Miami Bistro Holds Up Jane Russell's 
156 Salary, Claiming Nitery Stint a Bust 


Miami, March 11. 
Climax to a season which saw local 
the highest | 


{hotel affair the night before her 
| opening. 

Johnny Greenhut, Music Corpora- 
tion of America rep handling Miss 
Russell's engagement here said the 
entire matter has been turned over 
ito the American Guild of Variety 
Artists main office in New York for 
| disposition. 
| One of the Latin Quarter execs 
isaid that no additional bond had 
been posted for the Russell engage- 


with a petition filed in circuit 


of contract However, Ssal- 


ment, despite the high sum in- 

ary was put up in escrow with court. volved. nor had any been asked 

Petition stated that Miss Russell | for Insisted that the suit will be 
had net appeared in garth similar to | prosecuted to full extent down here, 
that which brought her nationwide with a hearing set for Friday (14). 
attention in “The Outlaw” despite oa een 
requests to do so, thus hurting her 
“popularity” and that she appeared HARRY ANGER T0 AIDE 
at a hotel public function “in ordi 
nary street clothes Hotel incident LEN ROMM AT GAC 
referred to occurred on the night 


her opening (2) when she Harry Anger, for 12 years district 


awarded a cup to the winner of the and production manager for the 
Miss Miami Beach beauty contest.| Warner Bros. theatres in Washing- 
Miss Russell. who left for New ton, will join General Artists Corp., 
Orleans Sunday (9), unpaid, said | as executive assistant to Leonard 
that officials of the club had not Romm, GAC theatre sector chief 
asked her to expose herself furthe Move represents an expansion 
than she had during her engage- | by GAC inasmuch as Anger will 
ment Pointed put that she had produce GAC’s band and_ act 
worn “five gowns, two straple and | packages. Max Tishman, currently 
cut low enough to please anybody working with Romm, is expected to 
tut. the censors two neck high remain in the office 
erseys with high necklines reveal Anger left Warner Bros. two years 
ing; one black job with a net top.” |ago to enter the agency business. 


He's currently booker and producer 














for the Club Cairo, Washington. 





OF TEXAS NITERY OP 


44, | 


His 
wife, Ercell Brown Wheeler, 38, was | 


she and her husband had quarreled | 


re- | 
After 


Later, | 
|she went to his reom to patch up} 
| the quarrel and he pointed a gun at | 
In a struggle, the gun went | 


| Wheeler came to Houston in 1940, | 
Plantation, | 
club, | 


\in Dallas and in San Antonio. 


| Allan Jones’ Sore Throat 


| 
| 











featuring name bands. He was also | 
part owner of the Plantation clubs 





Brings Wayne to Mpls. 
Minneapolis, March 11. 
Allan Jones cancelled the second | 


|week of his Hotel Radisson Flame | 


Room engagement because of laryn- | 
gitis and, on his physician's advice, 


|returned to New York. He was suf- 
| fering 


from the inflamed throat 
when he opened Feb. 28, but went on | 


| nevertheless. 


Jerry Wayne was brought in by | 
the management to replace Jones. 


Chi Nitery Robbed 


Chicago, March 11. | 
| Two bandits got about $3,000 in a | 
lrobbery of the Shangri-La nitery | 


| here March 3. 
| Robbers entered the accounting of- 
‘fice as day's receipts were being | 
| checked. Management believe that 
| the gunmen had inside information 


‘pecause of their timing. 























PICON 


Internationally Famous Gomedienne 





CURRENTLY 
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LOEW'S STATE 


NEW YORK 
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Rie Cabana, N. Y. 


is built around NTG and a dozen 
femmes. But apparently a t 
more than that is needed since Billy 
Vine has been brought in to buttress 
the proceedings. The other talent is 
for stage waits. 

Withal, there’s a good amount of 
entertainment in the session. NTG’s 
gimmick of parading his femmes 
hasn't changed much since the Pro- 


hibition era, The femmes. are 
praised and_ insulted alternately, 
with comment on their corny rou- 
tines. Show has a fan number in 


which the girls show a greater ex- 
panse of nudity than in any othe! 
stem nitery. Such a layout, auto- 
matically provides a blue undertone, 
which NTG helps along 

The major entertainment chores 
are by Vine. This capable comic has 
the knack of getting on familia 
footing with his audience, and in 
oratiates himself immediately. His 
magnum opus is his famed “Old 


Cang” tit, but it’s his general air «I 




















“LAFFINGLY YOURS” 








HAL 





ISHER 


Opening 
LOU WALTERS’ 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 
in April 


Dir. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


little | 
| and 









































STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
» CURRENTLY 
LATIN QUARTER, Cincinnati 
OIR.: MATTY ROSEN 

































139 E. 57th St., N.Y. C. 

















clowning that sets him solid. Dur- 
ing current run, he’s doing takeoffs 
on the current crop of younger 
comics, but inasmuch as the voices 
mannerisms of the latter-day 
funnymen are unfamiliar to all save 
extremely hep audiences, piece isn’t 
as applause getting as it should be. 
He could salvage more response by 
accenting the gag instead of the | 
characterization. 

Others on the bill include Iris Car 
roll. a fairish hoofer, who winds up 
with a good set of spins and, and | 
Gaye Dixon whose rhythm tunes are 
effective, but falls down on the bal- | 
lads. 

The club’s decor has been changed 
only slightly. A change of color 
schemes makes it more subdued than 
the La Conga 

The Machito band does a com- 
petent job on show backing while 
Jose Curbello orch does the rhumba 
relief. Jose 


Cotillion Room, N. Y¥. 


(HOTEL PIERRE) 

The Modernaires (4) with Paula 
Kelly, Maurice & Maryea, Eugene 
Ettore, Charles Reader Orch (9), | 
Joel Shaw Orch (5); min. $2-$3. 

With Modernaires toplining the 


bill, Cotillion room is featuring a 
slightly more bouncy type of enter- 
tainment than usual but this de- | 
parture is kept within bounds of | 
plush surroundings and quiet mood 

of this smart east side dining room 

Dimensions of the latest show have 

been reduced to a smaller but highly 

tasteful layout with Charles Reader 
executing a smooth job in the emcee 
chore. 

Maurice and Maryea (New Acts) 
lead off with an effective dance stint 
comprising several] phases of ball- 
roomology entitled “dance portraits.” 
Eugene Ettore, accordionist, features 
standout technical virtuosity in aj} 
pair of selections including a classi- | 
cal piece by Jan Gart and elabor- | 
ately arranged “Tea for Two.” Fit- | 

} 
' 
| 


ting in with tempo of this boite, ac- | 


cordion artist commands respectful 
attention during this instrumental 


interlude. 


Modernaires, male quartet for- 


| merly with late Glenn Miller’s orch | 


and augmented with Paula Kelly, a 
personable femme warbler, register 
with a breezy and snappy turn of 
vocal harmonizing with a mild over- 
tone of comedy by-play. 
with “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah,” then fol- 


| low with “How Are Things in Glocca | 
| Morra,.” “Three Little Sheep Who've 


Lost Our Way” and “La Cucaracha. 

Best number is their “Jukebox Sere- 
| nade” in which group carbons vari- 
| ous dance orch styles and does amus- 
|ing version of the Ink Spots. 

Reader cuts the show in firstrate 
style and furnishes highly danceable 
rhythms for the diners before and 
after. Alternating on the _ band- 


stand, Joel Shaw’s five-man rhythm | 


| 
| combo fill in with Latin numbers on 
a solid beat. Herm. 


Panther Room, Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 4. 

*“Dansations on Ice” with Doro- 
thy Lewis, Hayes Carlin. Jr., Leary 
Bros. (2), Line (6), Ted Weems Orch 
(13), Shirley Richards, Carl Marz; 
$2-$3.50 min. 

Whether or not this show will be 
|a success will depend on elevating 
|the ice rink for the revue portion 
of the show. At present only those 
at the front tables can see any ac- 
tion. 
| Dorothy Lewis Ice Revue and Ted 
_ Weems band are first headliners un- 
der room’s new policy. 

Show: tees off with a rumba rou- 
tine by the chorus and leads into a 


Russian rhythm with the Leary 
| brothers, in Cossack hats’ and 
| blouses, twirling and twisting to 
Rachmaninoff. 


Miss Lewis, sexy in a white bead 
and sequin costume, applies ballet 
background to her solo skating in a 


With lights dimmed, company dons 


s Gane fluorescent capes for a fast 


“Carmen” number for flashy finale. 

Weems orch numbers remain the 
same, except for some comedy rou- 
tines. Band made up of five sax, 
four rhythm, three trumpet, one 
‘trombone. tees off with “In a Little 


PL. 9-7470 Spanish Town,” with members tak- | C°UPI¢. Harold and Joan Stone. 











. arsonal Management 
ELBERT TERRY 





MAXINE 


SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
NOW (indefinitely) 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 








pice, layout provides maximum en- 


|on radio commercials, and 


| Negro singer Arthur Lee Simpkins 


| cellent 


Lead off | 


| ment. 
| represented by Raymond Pace Alex- 
| ander, prominent Negro lawyer of 

















ing the vocal. Shirley Richards 
chirps “Spring Is Here,” composed 
by Weems’ pianist, Bill Walters, en- 
coring “Doing It the Hard Way, 
to hefty applause. : 

Ray Tanguary, guitarist, and 
drummer Joe Grace get together on | two-season contract, the Theatre 
a novelty called “Humdrum,” which | Guild will be fequired to pay his 
is too long. Paul Steel, trumpeter, | salary, understood to be $1,000 
oars. yr JP Bn tagger | weekly, as long as “Iceman” is lighted 

n oO yn, Bite ‘ cour 
fddier, Bill Blair, who reminds of | this season and next. Digges is leav- 
Fatty Arbuckle, garners salvos with | !"8 _because he’s unable to travel. 
“Ding Dong Daddy,” and “Call the | He is said to have been getting the 
Police.” same amount, plus a percentage of 

Carl Marx has added skating to | the gross. 
his panto clowning for usual crisp 
nanan Loop. | ton, weni into the part late last week 


to become accustomed to it, the re- 
;placement being made at the author’s 


Barton’s Bonanza 





Latin Quarter. N. Y. 


(FOLLOWUP) insistence, Frank Tweddell takes 

No matter what changes are ef- | °Ver Digges’ assignment, as indi- 
fected in “Manhattan Masquerade,” | cated previously. Both Tweddell 
current show at Lou Walters’ hos- | and Marshall have been in the cast 


from the start, the latter’s part be- 
ing enacted by Earl Larimore., Ed- 
ward Harvey is the replacement for 
the first named. Treva Frazee suc- 
ceeds Ruth Gilbert, also leaving. 
“Iceman” opens in Baltimore Mon- 
day (17), with two weeks each in 


tertainment. During it’s run show 
has achieved a pace and glibness that 
equals anything spot has had pre- 
viously. It’s a show that continues 
to entice out-of-towners and a great 
portion of natives as well. 

Comedic spot is currently held by 


Archie Robbins. making his first | Washington and Philadelphia to fol- 
Broadway cafe appearance since his | low, but no further dates are defi- 
return from service. He’s on for | nitely booked at this time. 


more than 20 minutes during which 
time he makes a deep indent upon 
audience risibilities. Start, however, 
is slow, because of material that’s 
long outlived its usefulness through | 
long usage by many comics. His bit | 
some of | 
the GI cracks come under this cate- 
gory. but during his long disserta- 











Rank’s D-Day 


i Continued from page 1 





never called upon to do so, since D- 
day went off as scheduled. 


E. G. Marshall, who-replaces Bar- | 


tion he comes up with a sufficient The story came out last week, | 
amon + f fresh wiff te get i , ~ + . 
ry apatingeaes ‘cel om Ae oe him when General Eisenhower forward 
across ely. ; : 
Acpebreaers ed a portrait of himself to Rank 
There have been some _ other | pearing the inscription: “To Mr. J. 
changes in the layout including sub- 


: : : Arthur Rank, whose generous 
stitution of Hal Raywin (New Acts) 


for the Craddocks, and the excellent 


in the chief vocal role. However, on 
night caught, illness forced Simpkins 
out of the layout with Eric Thorson 
(New Acts) substituting. 

Cecil Lewin, ballerina, has been 
integrated into the production and 
her numbers in conjunction with reg- | 
ular Chick Gladke, are applause win- | 
ning items. | 

Others in the show include the | Montgomery 


with best wishes, Dwight 
hower.” Delivery of the portrait 
was made by Jock Lawrence, war- 
time chief of U. S. Army public re- 
lations in the European\Theatre and 
currently veepee of the U. S. Rank 
organization. 

As it’s now told, Eisenhower and 


Gray and the lush-looking line. Vin- | if 
cent Travers contmues with his ex- 
showbacking, with Buddy 
Harlowe providing relief Jose. 


bad weather caused a 
Eisenhower then pounced on the idea 
of taking over all flicker houses from 
CT hi i ae | projectionists, and entertaining and 
rebriefing the men through films. 
Hence, Rank was approached on 
June 5 by an_ officer, let in on the 


Embassy. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Now that comics have become ac- 
customed to partially filled cafes, 
many are finding it difficult to ad- 
| ope Be mig h . By reug: stern. cepted the responsibility, assured the 
| ses. Se. ‘TOW re 4zenny re . . . 

\Kent’s opening night (4) at the Em- | officer of his cooperation and prom- 
|bassy, was one intent on being | ised to guard the top secret. Fact 
heard as well as seen. It was a 
|handicap too difficult for the audio 
| acts on’ the bill. 

| Kent making his 
appearance in some 
| first on the eastside, 


British film magnate immediately ac- 


indicates that he guarded it well. 


Pix Addi 
ithe degree that he didn’t show at IX icts 


ae best. Once the Embassy’s reg- | j——_——me Continued from page 1 
ular patronage returns, Kent should | ;. > : 
| be able to keep customers interested |4s generally admitted, 
| with little difficulty. rguise’ 
| Kent shows a ‘new line of mate- | °Ptomistic 
rial which contains some 
laughs, but it’s his reliables such as 
his a of the gin rummy | come. Since 
game an 1is “Honeysuckle Rose” | “eas ; 
| that show up best. Most of his stuff jem amgen Fact ye oo py Mie ge 
is for the family trade, but there are a a ee, Se eee ee ny a 
lapses into indigoisms which could * so, not much ——- be expected in 
be easily eliminated. Kent ordinar- |the way of increasing frequency of 
ily isn’t the eastside type, but he | attendance of those people who are 
bo fit this spot once he settles already regular theatregoers. 
own. 

Others on the bill include the Jol- 
|} sonesque songs by Larry Marvin 
j}and the holdover dance team, the 
Paysees. Jose. 








first N.Y. cafe 
time and his 
was rattled to 








of producers see 


dustry toppers see as the only solu- 
tion the tapping of the reservoir rep- 
resented by that 30% 


wicket-spinners who aren't spinning 


any wickets. 
: | Ballots of Gallup’s Audience Re- 
| ‘Lucasta’ Cast | search Institute = tlhe that of the 














—~—as continued from page 1 —— | approximately 


| Magistrate Joseph H. Rainy, a Ne- economic means and the physical 
| gro, and the crowded courtroom in- | @ bility to go to theatres at least 


eens. — by ... . cluded virtually the entire cast of | once a week. That eliminates small 
| , |Carlin, dr, does neatly in his drunk | ‘%€ play and many of their friends, | children, aged, infirm, those in hos- 
Ro tan woe 5 neat) | Witnesses and signers of the war- | Pitals, jails, institutions, etc. Out of 


rants charging violation of the Penn- | that 83,000,000, only 56,000,000 are 
sylvania Equal Rights Law were In-'| buying tickets. Additionally, a top 
| gram, his white wife, Rose: John J. 
Proctor and his wife, Doris Block 
Proctor, both of the play’s cast; Lt. 
James H. Lyons, veteran of the 
European war theatre, and a white 


18,000,000 people. 





and | 
practical cooperation was so helpful | 
to SHAEF in preparing for D-day, | 
D. Ejisen- | 


| 
| 


were worried how to| 
|Chandra Kaly dancers, Francis and | dispose of the meg on assault craft | 


delay. | 


Dover to Bristol, keeping only the | 


secret, and asked to handle the job. | 


that the story only seeped out now | 


present a} 
formidable wall that even the most | 


little | 
inherent | prospect of breaching. Which leaves | 


|the problem one of increasing in- | 
personal incomes may be | 


alr Via | 
|this process of deducti~n, many in- | 


of potential | 


| 143,000,000 people in the U. S. now, | 
83,000.000 have the | 


,A feature is seem by only about | 


Dr Gallup revealed some further | 
statistics on composition of the audi- | 
ence at a recent meeting of the' 





Screen Writers Guild (which came 
| rather as a shock to the SWGites). 
' 


Gallup declared;— 


“The average American movie 


Continued from page | Gomme" audience is predominantly a young 


jaudience. The 19-year-old contributes 
_more to the boxoffice than any other 
age group. Regular movie attendance 
|seems to begin at around the age of 
12. It goes up steadily through the 
age of 19. After that it falls off 
'sharply. Relatively few persons at- 
/tend the movies with any regularity 
after the age of 35.” 

That seems rather clearly to indi- 
cate to the filmmakers where their 
additional income lies. Problem, of 
course, becomes one of attracting the 
non-theatregoers. Generally, it is 
thought, more adult ‘themes in pic- 
tures are required, but that’s a lot 
more easily said than done. Likewise, 
more effective advertising in media 
which might reach the 25,000,000 who 
don’t attend is thought possibly a 
partial solution. 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, alsa send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 





























FRANCES 
FAYE 


CURRENTLY 


RIO CABANA 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Through March 20th 


Direction: M.C.A. 




















HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 


RKO PALACE 
CLEVELAND 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 














“Say, are yeu trying te be funny?” 


Comics, MCs, dise jockeys, etc. PUNCH 
LINES No. 3 is ready! Contains over 100 
grand brand-new gags—$!. Special intro- 
ductory value to the few who haven't yet 
benefited by PUNCH LINES—Nos. | or 2 
only $! each (contains ever 200 sock gags i" 
each issue) . . . 50 sure-fire Comebacks to 








Hecklers written by top gagman $2. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED: 


276 W. 43 St. 





New York City 











DWADE RAE PERRIN COOK 
Wife of Lt. Frank G. Cook, Jr., A.A.F., 
who married him at Lubbock, Texas, 
will find it to her interest to communi- 
cate with Mayer L. Halff, 501 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 17, New York. 




















Ingram testified that after he | 
| joined his wife at a table in the | 
|tavern the night of Jan. 31, they | 
were denied further service, and 
were told by Hudson that “you've 
had enough.” Mrs. Ingram had or- 
dered a soft drink and her husband 
a rum. 

Two weeks later, it was further 
testified, the party of seven. went 
to the tavern in a group and were 
refused service. Issuance of the 
warrants followed. Hudson and Fer- 
guson did not testify at the arraign- 
Ingram and the others were 


Opening March 13 


R-K-O KEITH 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Philadelphia 
civic circles. 


and well-known in 











Mgt.— UNIVERSAL ATIRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Most Florida Niteries Drop Minimums, 
Slice Prices to Snare Waning Trade 


while returning vacationers sport- 4 
Florida tans are resuming nitery 


sence New York, Miami and) Trenet on Way From Paris 
For Delayed Nitery Date 


js tantamount to a price war by elim- 
Charles Trenet, French singer, 


jnating covers and minimums. 

Indicative of the cafe values of-| | 
fered is that at the Beachcomber, will arrive Saturday (15) on the 
e Beach, which has dropped S.S. America to complete his com- 
ms during the run of Sophie mittment at the Embassy, N. Y.., 





Miami 


niet ) 
ieee Jackie Miles and: Harry#starting March 18. Trenet was 
‘Richman. This club was first to|slated to have started this date 


drop the usual $5 minimum, and|sometime ago, and failure to get 
other cafes had to follow suit. transportation to the U. S. in time. 
Sole club to hang on to such caused Bill Miller Spot's former 
charge is the Copacabana, which is » say ed to clamp a $5,000 suit on 
¥ : } tne zal 
’ ‘ices because of its . 
mnable to cut prices r rrr - 
high talent nut for the show topped Miller ul aa ntly | old k, é oO 
Mickey Rooney, who's getting to Mr. and Mrs Morris Schwartz 
$16,500 ‘ and suit was dropped 





, Singer, who’s slated to get $1,500 
However, Copa is slated to drop | wadhie. had or “ : 
’ : WeeKI1)y lad an extended run at tnat 
Pop at > e oO ooney s run : 
that fee at the end of R : spot last year, and is credited fo 
March 18 the most profitable run club has had 








Florida, but most cafes are staying engagement of Lenny Kent, who 
open, some with high-priced talent,| was sold on a deal calling for $750 
vailed until now. over $14,000 weekly. Jerry Rosen, 
|Kent’s manager, claims first week 
JACK PEARL’S VAUDE the comic a salary of $3,200. 
Jack Pearl, dialect comedian long | U. S. on Talent Quest 
London, March 11. 

first important variety engagement 
A s March 27 at Loew’s State, and his tour director Blake Bicker- 
snd) ona : staffe, are slated to fly to New 
Hall, who straighted for him for) ville and concert attractions for 
many years on the Lucky Strike air- , England. 
assumed __ the . ! ; 

} : | They're dickering for Larry Adler, 
Baron Munc a | among others. 
Act is getting $2,500. 


Season is beginning to peter out in| Trenet will follow two week 
put not as high as that which pre- | pase pay plus a 50% split on gross 
| produced a $20,400 take which gives 
COMEBACK AT $2,900 British Producer Due In 
absent from vaudeville, will play his 
Harold Fielding, British producer, 
N. ¥. Comic will work with Cliff York Friday (14) to line up vaude- 
show, when Pearl Duo are slated to return April 2. 
’ 
LEAD EAE LAD 


ETHEL SHUTTA’S CAFE DATE 
| Ethel Shutta, songstress long in- 
active, is again making vaude and 
|cafe dates. 














| club, Dallas, starting April 7. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 11. 

Birthday salutations are in_ order 
to Margaret Dougherty, Mabel Burns, 
Joseph Lowey and Samuel Schul- 
man. 

Tom (IATSE) Curry, who recently 
| mastered major operation, upped for 
| pix_and visiting privileges. 

“Dinner at Durgans” is a new half- 
|hour broadcast from the nitery of the 
same name over WNBZ, with Eddie 
Vogt emceeing. 

A. B. “Tony” Anderson, ex-colony- 
| ite and now manager of local Pon- 

tiac theatre, nominated to succeed 
himself as Mayor of Saranac Lake. 

Elizabeth Mounsey, M-G-M pub- 
licity staffer, in for rest and observa- 
tion, 

Louise Barnes is perting up and 
flashing nifty clinic reports. 

“Hank” Hearn, ex-member of 
colony and now manager of the Ex- 
| hibitor’s Service, Charlotte, N. C., 

returning for checkup. 

Benny - Ressler, ex-vaude per- 
former, was again appointed chair- 
man of the Red Cross drive. 

(Write te those who are ill.) 








NANCY DONOVAN 


“The Thrilling Voice" 
Currently Headlining at the 


COPLEY PLAZA, Boston 


Exclusive Management 
M. C. A. ARTISTS, Ltd. 














Delmonico, D. C., Folds 


Delmonico club, Washington, 
closed after a siege of bad business. 
Spot, operated on the site of the for- 
mer Club Duet, first attempted to cut 
down expenses by running shows 
three days weekly( then dropped tal- 





| She’s been booked for the Colony | 
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ent altogether and ran as a straight 
| eatery, 


Even with the omission of talent, 
| €xpenses were too high to pay off as 
; an eatery, 
| 


NY. Nitery Op Held 
On Amus. Tax Rap 


Jack Greene, one of tl} 





le owners of 


the new Rio Cabana, N Y., was he ld 

$2,000 bail for he U. S. grand 
jury on charges of thholding the 
20% a isement taxes collected from 
customers w n spot operated as La 
( liga Lo tt r | ned that 
pproximately $50,000 due the 
Government 

Count on which Greene was 
flagged on is the June. °46. returns 


on which it’s charged that Greene 
withheld $4,308.40 out of the $7.374.15 


collected on patrons’ checks. In ad- 
dition, the Goverment charges 
Greene with making fraudulent re- 
turns on July, August and Septem- 
| ber of last year, and making no re- 
{turns for October, November and 
December of that yeai 

Hearing held before U. S. Com- 
missioner Isaac Platt was prosecuted 


by Assistant U. S. Attorney Edward 
H. Rigney 


Last week, Greene, who has been 


in on the operation for some time, | 
purchased the interest of Monte | 


Gardner, who bowed out of the club 


|on the club. 
| 


British Vaude Agents 
Shopping for Pop-Priced 





Visiting British agents are now 


and vauderies in an effort to sign up 
lower-priced talent for dates in 
England. Realizing that the top tal- 
ent agencies are submitting estab- 
lished acts at prices the British traf- 
| fic cannot bear, the visiting percent- 
fers are hobnobbing with the lesser 


—— 


| agents to find suitable acts that will | 


| play at the prevailing English rates. 
According to Michael Lyons, head 
|of the Universal Variety Agency, 
| Ltd., of London, and brother of Al- 
ifred M. Lyons, Phillip Morris Co. 
| head, a large purchaser of radio tal- 
ent, currently on a talent foraging 
expedition, British grosses are ex- 
pected to drop approximately 20% 
over last year. Coupled with the 
fact that the English vauderies give 
only 12 shows weekly with corre- 


impossible for English operators to 
match American salaries. 


as a “holiday” and take salary cuits. 
top names, such as Bing Crosby, Bob 


to earn the  herculean 
where large concert halls would be 
hired for recitals at top prices. In 
that manner the $25,000 salaries de- 
manded by performers of that calibre 
could be feasible. 

If such salaried names would be 
booked into the usual vaude house, 
Lyons said, managements would 
have to raise prices considerably. 
Should that be done, public goodwill 
would be sacrificed, he declared. 

Lyons said that American acts 


aries and have often worked them- 
selves into the top money brackets. 





MARTIN WAGNER MAY 
RETURN TO WM. MORRIS 


Martin Wagner may return to the 
William Morris agency after an ab- 
sence of two years during which 
time he managed Jose Iturbi, concert 
pianist and film player. Wagner, 
who resigned as Iturbi’s manager is 





to return to the Morris banner. — 
Wagher, prior to his resignation, 
had been with the agency for 32 
years, during which time he took 
of one-night concert tours, 
for barnstorming 





| charge 
land mapped routes 
|cowboy film stars. 


last week. In addition to Greene, | 
Charles Maybruck, an attorney, is in | 


U.S. Acts to Play England 


making the rounds of smaller cafes | 


spondingly smaller takes, makes it | 


Lyons said that the only way that | 
top American acts can play the Brit- | 
ish houses is to look upon the trip | 








Lyons saw only one possibility of | 


Hope and Frank Sinatra being able ; 
salaries. | 
That's through the one-nighter route, | 


have frequently started at low sal- | 


| 
| 


currently in New York negotiating | 


Hattie Althoff Switches | DAVE SCHOOLER JOINS 
From CRA to FB Agcy.’ WARNERS’ TALENT DEPT. 


Hattie Althoff has resigned from Dave Schooler, former head of 
Consolidated Radio Artists to join | USO-Camp Shows’ overseas booking 
the Frederick Bros. agency theatre | dept., joined the Warner Bros. talent 
dept. Miss Althoff, last week was | department Monday (10). Schooler, 
given her release by Charles Greer », working under Harry Mayer, talent 
CRA head, inasmuch as her pact | sector head in New York, will cover 
with that firm wouldn't expire until | shows out of the Chicago office. 
end of April. , | Schooler resigned from Camp Shows 
Frederick Bros. has been enlarging | two years ago to do legit production, 
its N. Y. office past few months in| Arnold Hoskwith, formerly with 
an effort to build up the outfit to! David O. Selznick and Sam Goldwyn, 
its former Status. Among those who joined Mayer's staff last week to as- 
recently joined were Tom Kettering, sist him . in New York. Selma 
FB veepec who transferred from the |'Brookove is Mayer's other N. Y. 
Coast office to head the talent ‘sector. | assistant. 
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.. +» blame the singing commercials on me 


Chop me up in little pieces and feed me to the lions. Lock 
in a room with a radio and make me listen to it. Whisper 
around I have pink toothbrush and five o’clock shadow. Use 


me for a football, put your thumb in my eye—you won't hear 
a peep out of me. 


me 


I've got it coming. You séc, I invented the singing commercials! 

There! I've said it and I’m glad. I know it puts me in the 
same class with the fiends who dreamed up billboards and tight 
shoes. But telling it is like taking a 40-pound rock off my heart. 
For years I've been walking around with this secret, mingling 
with people who are kind to small animals and bathe every day. 
It got so I was afraid to talk in my sleep. Now I’ve come clean 
and I’m prepared to take my medicine. 

But before you put those matches to my feet, hear me out. 


When you know the whole sordid story, you may find it in yeur 
heart to forgive. 


A little soft music, Professor. 

To begin with, I didn’t know what I was doing. It was 1924. 
I was a simple-hearted little bloke when I first hit Broadway. My 
ambitions were te make a million dollars, marry Mary Pickford 
and get elected President. I believed what everybody believed, 
that U. S. Steel would hit 500, nice girls didn’t kiss the first timé 
you took them out, and Heaven was not for Democrats. 

Then I fell in with evil companions. I met a songwriter. 
He introduced me to other songwriters. Soon I was sitting around 
with these wonderful loonies in underground delicatéssens, eat- 
ing pastrami sandwiches and rhyming June with macaroon. 

Though our world was bounded on the north by Columbus 
Circle and on the south by 42nd Street, most of our ditties con- 
cerned themselves with that mammy dewn in Alabammy. Their 
easy talk of easy money inflamed my imagination. They showed 
me pawn tickets for watches and diamond stickpins until you 
could hang a derby on my eyes. I got myself a pencil and the 
back of a menu and said, “Willie, you’re in business.” 

Late one night I was chewing the fat and a couple of blintzes | 
with two poets named Ernest Breuer and Marty Bloom. I reached 
for a pickle and came up with an inspiration. The earth stood 
still for a moment. 

“Fellows,” I whispered. “I've got an idea for a song.” 

Tweo hours and six cups of coffee later, we dotted the last “i” 
on our masterpieces. It went like this: , 

“Does the spearmint lose its flavor on the bedpost overnight? 

If you paste it on the left side will you find it on the right? 

When you chew it in the morning will it be too hard te bite? 

Does the spearmint lose its flavor on the bedpost overnight?” 

It was published by Waterson, Berlin and Snyder, and the 
: crystal radio Sets of that era small-poxed the air with it. 

I tried to get a litle money from the chewing gum company, 
talked big about the possibilities of singing their advertising. A 
tone-deaf executive drop-kicked me inte -the alley without se 
much as a pack of gum for my trouble, That was what disceur- 
aged me from writing my next inspiration, “Commonwealth and 
Southern, I Leve You.” 

The time bomb I had lit exploded in 1939 with the “Pepsi- 
Cola” jingle-jangle-jingle. I understand a couple of people-haters 
named Kent and Johnson are authoring most of the singing com- 
mercials you hear these days. 

With a contrite heart, may I remind them of what Frankie 
said to Johnny, 

“Money you get that way will de you no good.” 

Copyright 1947 by Billy Rose 


From PM, January 6th 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF MARCH 12 


-_ 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in ~~ indicate te (1) Independent; (L) Leew; 


) Paramount; 


RKO; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 

Capitel (1) 13 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Meribeth Old 
Harvey Stone 
Music Hall (1) 13 
Hareld Barnes 
Rebert Marshall 
l.os Panchos 3 
Pansy the Horse 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 12 
Johnny Long Orc 
Joan Edwards 
Buddy Lester 
Lewis & Van 

Roxy (1) 13 
Katherine Dunham 
Ernesto Lecuona 
Bd Sullivan 
Sid Caesar 

State (LL) 13 
J & B Paysee 
June Lorraine 
Larry Griswold 
Wilde Twins 
Michael O'Shea 
J Heard Bd 

Strand (W) 14 
Louis Prima Ore 
Jane Wynn 
Frank Marlowe 

R de 


ONX 
Windsor (1) 15-16 
Monda Lang 
3 Fenitaines 

& I. Raymond 
Barbara Barrie 
Pierre Cartier 

BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 15-16 
Allen B & Shorty 
Fielder Harriett 
Don Hooton 
Sen Wongs 
Yvonne Moray 

QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 12-15 
Song'riters Parade 
Larry Duniels 
Ruth Wells 
Gray Terrell 
Warner & Cole 
Norman Nasar 
(three to fill) 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 15 
JI tL& M Caits 
Derothy Claire 
Milton Douglas 
The Pitchmen 

State (1) 13-15 
Wagner Sis 
Marcelle Fallet 
Rickie Richards 
The Lavernes 

16-19 
B Carlell & Rose 
Charles Masters 
Carter & Gordon 
Nichols & Penny 

BOSTON 

Boston (KR) 13 
Ink Spots 
Jehnny Otis Orc 
June Richmond 
— & Atkins 

one to fill) 
BOUND BROOK 

Brook (1) 15-16 
Russ Mack & Page 
Conrad & Perrone 
(three to fill) 

BUFFALO 

Buffale (PP) 14 

Hal Mciniyre Bd 


en Lamb 
eorge Prentice 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 14-16 
G& M Ohurch 
Linda Parrish 
3 X-treems 
Freddie Stritt 
3 Parks 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 14 
Danny O'Neal 
Al Bernie 
Larne & Claire 
Oriental (t 13 
Slate Bros 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ladd Lyon 
Betty J Smith 
Ray Lang Ore 
Regal (P) 14 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie Vinson Ba 
Jelly Rol! & Zuzu 
Tina Dixen 
Leon Collins 
CINCINNATI 





Albee (R) 13 
Pegey Taylor 


Arnaut Bros 
Sue Ryan 
Johnny Morgan 
Kin 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 13 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Tex Beneke 
Artie Dann 
Helene & Howard 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 17-19 
I. Hampton Orc 
Chocolateers 
Reds & Curley 





ELMIRA 
(W) 173-19 
» of Magic 


(I) 14-16 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Pat Henning 
Babs & Bobby 
HOLYOKE 
Val Arena (1) 16 
Glen Gray Orc 
Wanter Sis 
The Willys 
Frank & Janis 
C Dolphin Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (1) 15 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Town Criers 
The Dunhills 
Eddie Rio e 
KANSAS CITY 
Tower (I) 14 
3 Glenns 
Peters Bros 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 12 
Reddingtons 
Mary McClanahan 
Del Casino 
Arthur Blake 
Rochelle & Beebe 
NEW BEDFORD 
Balias Sq (I) 13-15 
Walters & Josette 
Lesslis Marione’ts 
Roberta Welch 
Morey & Eaton 
Pat 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 13-16 
Rie & Rita 
William T Orr 
Fiske & Trama 
Slim Timblin Co 
B Nagle & Hilja 
17-19 


Chris & Rae 
Phyltiis Willis 
3 X-treems 
Freddie Stritt 
Trumpet Twins 
PHILA 


Carman (1) 13 
$ McNallie Sis 
4 Morrocans 
Martini & Pace 
Steve Evans 
Earle (W) 14. 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Pryde & Daye 
Paul Regan 
READING 
Rajah (I) 13-16 
B Raeburn Orc 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Dick Buckley 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 14 
Radio Rogues 
Bobby Winters 


JI & J Vey 
jJuddy Kelly 
Paul Walker Ore 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden G’te (R) 12 
Bob Evans 
Mage & Karr 
Lane Bros 
Art Norcus 3 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 13-16 
Pat Hill Co 
Perry & Wray 
Lavere & Hand’an 
3 Chesterfields 
Faye & Barry 
Whitaker Bros 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 13 
The Shyrettos 
Barr & Estes 
Alphonse Berge 
Johnny Woods 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 16 
Walters & Josette 
Lesellis Marione’ts 
Don Corye 
Mory & Eaton 
Trumpet Twins 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
John Buckmaster 
Phil Gordon 
Josephine Premice 
Bilis Larkin 3 
Stuart Ross 


Cafe SBoclety 
(Dewantown) 
Olivette Miller 
Cennie Sawyer 
Cliff Jackson 
Josh White 
3 C Heard Ore 


Cafe Society 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
Oisen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
*Michael Edwardes 
e¢Manus Ore 
eid Ore 
China Doll 
Keve Luke 
John Tie 
Embassy 
Larry Marvin 
Lenny Kent 
Chelo Vil!areal 
Jose Mellis Ore 
Ralph Font Or 
leeland 
Milt Britten Unit 
La Martinique 
Alan Gale 
Bret Moerrison 
Fry Barton 
rnie Stuart Ore 
fatin Quarter 
A lee Simpkins 
Archie Robbins 
Francis & Grey 
handra Kaly Ders 
al Raywin 
ecil Lewin 
Chic Gladke 





4 Esquires 
Wanger Line 
Leon & Eddie's 
Gus Van 
Sonny King 
The Amorys 
Jee Cook Jr 
Narda 
& Graham Sis 
Phyliss Arnold 
Will's Wonders 
Shepard Chorus 
Art Waner Orc 


Monte Carle 
Dick Gasparre O 
Roberto 
Maya Orc 


Old Bomanian 
Jackie Phillips 
Sadie Banks 
Nina_ Dover 
Joe La Porte Ore 
G’wich Village tnn 
Sally Rand Show 
Chavez Orc 
Ned Harvey Ore 


Havana-stadrid 
Aurora-Roche 
Carlyle Ders 
Luis Del Campo 
Carlos Varela Ore 


_ Belmont-Plaza 
Kay Vernon 
Bob Hopkins 
Pierre & Boland 
Eddie Stone ure 
Nino Bad 

Hotel Biltmore 
Carmen Cavallaro 
Hote! Commodore 
Jack Edward Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck Foster Orc 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Farley 
Jaydine Li-Sun 
Tai Sings 
Fran Yang 


Chai & Somay Alomas Hawailans 
Moo Song The Chanteurs 

Copacabana Barry Bros Ore 
Tony Martin 


Rio Cabana 
NTG Revue 
Billy Vine 
Machito Ore 
Jose Curbello 


Raye & Naldi 
Steen & Tasher 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Dia ad Hor bh 





Siri Ruban Bleu 
Herman Hyde Ann Lewis 

Turner Twins Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Rosebuds Kirby Walker 
Jackie Gleason Marais & Miranda 
Billy Banks Versallies 


Tables Davis Bernard Bros 





Renald & Rudy Bob Grant Ore 
Jack Mathers | Panchito Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore Village Vanguard 
| Syd Strange Ore Maxine Sullivan 
El Chico |} Pete Seeger 
L.osita Rios |} 3 Flames 
Miguel & Albaicin Don_ Frye 
Alice Farrar Vanity Fair 
Bob Turk | Gertrude Niesen 
Hotel Pennsytvani: | Jan Murray 
Frankie Carle Ore | Bob Williams 
Hotel Pierre Nelle Fisher 
Maurice & Maryea Gioria Gilbert 
Modernaires Boyd Raeburn 
Chas Reader Ore Ginnie Powell 
Cass Harrison Ore Vivel 
Hotel Plaza Bob Lee 
Hildegarde Kay Carole 
Hal Kanner Ore Stuart Langley 
Monte Ore Peggy Palmer 
Hotel Roosevelt | D’Quincey & Giv’ne 
Guy Lombardo Ore Zanzibar 
Hotel Taft Mills Bros 
Vincent Lopez Ore ida James 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Tito Guizar 


Kddie Hayward O1 
D Dickens Ore 


F & E Barry Zimmerman’s 
Emil Coleman Ore Gene Kardos 
Mischa Borr Ore Jancezi Makule 
Little Club Zsiga Bela 
Doris Day Paul Arnold 
Cass Harrison 3 Sinclair & Alda 


Rogers Corner Helen Wenzel 


Don Baker Olga Orlova 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Prof Backward 
Russ Carlyle Ore Whitson Bros 
Joey Bishop Landre & Verna 
Chez Paree Preston Lambert 
Fleurore Powell Beity Gray 
Boy Foy Hotel Sherman 
Carl Ravazza Carl Marx 
Larry Storch Derothv Lewis 
Gay Claridge Ore Ice Revue 


Adorables (12) 
Colosimo’s 
Fave 


fed Weems Ore 
Hotel Stevens 





Joey 


Don McCrane Ore 
Leo Fuld The Whirlwinds 
Milt Moss Dennis Kelly 
Irving Bensen Bob Hall 
Doris Ruby Boulevar-Dears 
Mary Jo Bell Trudy Marsh 
Nan Huston Latin Quarter 
Copacabana Ted Lewis Orc 
Betty Reilly Geraldine Du Bois 
Virginia McGraw Paul White 
Noro Morales EFlroy Peace 
Larry Stewart Corwin Sis 
Copa Cover Girls Sol Klein Ore 
Phil Foster Sky Riders (4) 
Hotel Bismarck Palmer House 


Joseph Sudyv Ore Griff Williams Ore 
Georgie Gobles Dorothy Shay 

The Martinis F & E Barry 
Lenore Acromaniacs 
Norma Warner Abbott D'ncers (12) 
lL & G Cansino Rio Cabana 


Eddie Fens Ore 
Hotel Blackstone 


Frances Faye 
Jack Carter 


Carl Brisson Nancy Doran 
Ramos Orch Bob Lee 
Hotel Congress Copsey & Ayers 


Joe Vera Orc 
Sam Bari 

Hotel Continental 
Za Bach's Ore 


Don Bradfield 

the Lovelies (6) 

Cee Davidson ‘ire 
Vine Gardens 





Marianne Fedele Al Zimmy 

Sheldon Reed Georgie Moore 
H Edgewater Beach | Joe Kish Ore 
Stephen Kisley Ore Mel Cole Ore 











Trade Exhibits 


Continued from page 1 











this show, Leader Enterprises, Inc. 
(Jerry Finkelstein) are expecting to 
get a $2 tap, much of the proceeds 
going to charity. The huge grosses 
of these exhibits is indicated by the 
fact that some displays clock 250,000 
admissions in a 10-day run and 
charge $1-1.50 admission. With 
charity tie-ups, it’s possible to hike 
the ante to the $2 mark. 
Remarkable factor in running 
these industrial shows is the fact 
that the huge admission take fre- 
quently represents full profit. Ex- 
hibitor fees often cover the expenses 
of running the enterprise. If a suffi- 


possible to open doors with the nut 
entirely underwritten. 

Indicative of the fees charged to 
exhibitors is the scale set up for 
the Fashion Show. Under the sponsor 
group, costing $6,500, a fabric manu- 
facturer gets 300 square feet of 
salon space. The exhibitor category 
pays $2,000 for 200 square feet of 
exhibition space; and participating 
groups pay $750. 

These exhibits and shows seem to 
be profitable all around inasmuch 
as the average show chalks up $5.,- 
000,000 in sales. Any losses derived 
by failure to sell enough goods, 
would naturally be chalked up to 
advertising expenses. However, gain 
in prestige in being part of a na- 
tional exhibit, is generally worth the 
difference between profit and loss. 

Presently, interest in trade shows 
and exhibits is at its highest peak in 
many years. Most display shows sus- 
pended during the war years be- 
cause of lack of goods and display 
space. In the meantime, wartime de- 
velopments incorporated into new 
products has heightened public in- 
terest, plus greater customer re- 
ceptivity. 





However, no matter how much es- 


| Leader, 
| ployees. He’s the bankroller of both 


ns Antique and Fashion shows. 


‘end of the war -in 
‘clude the Flower, Motorboat, Auto- | 
| mobile 
|Latter is one of the most successful | 


| 


|because of the wealth of 


| licity. 


| Miranda's Date 





cient number of exhibs come in, it’s | 


sential interest there is in any given 
product, trade shows can lose money 
if lacking showmanship or good 
ballyhoo, This year’s airplane show 
in New York failed to come off 
successfully because of these factors. 
Promoters displayed the ‘flivver 
planes for family use, with insuf- 
ficient exhibitors coming in, and only 
71,285 admissions were chalked up. 
Last year’s show had the Army run- 
ning a display and carried greater 
interest, with result that 150,000 paid | 
their way in. 

Because of the increasing necessity | 





organizations to handle and promote | 
shows are cropping up. Among them | 





Fashion show. Former started its | 
third annual display at Madison | 
Square Garden, Monday (10). Out- 
fit includes Lester B. Stone, execu- 
tive secretary to the former Mayor 
La Guardia. Current show is ex- 
| pected to outgross last year’s. dis- 
| play when 107,000 admissions at $1 
|were cloeked. President of Leader 
Enterprises, is Jerry Finkelstein, 
}publisher of the Civil Service 
trade paper for civil em- 





Successful shows held since the 
New York in- 


and Sportsmen's shows. | 


sports | 


talent and terrific amount of pub- 


Newspapers are finding it ad- 


| vantageous to tie in with those dis- 


| plays. 

















— Continued from page | —— 





| co-producer. Finale will be the tune, | 


| “Let’s Do the Copacabana.” | 


Nitery show thus will have the | 
novel function of serving as a live| 
trailer for the picture with lots of | 
| exploitation possibilities seen in the | 
mutual tieup. Film publicity men, | 
| moreover, who usually go to ex-| 
tremes to get plugs for their product, | 
will get a windfall during this Copa | 
show with the Latin comedienne 
using full score which she sang in 
the picture, | 

Ruth Etting At $4,000 
| Latin comedienne will succeed the 
|run of Ruth Etting, who opens March 
| 23, at $4,000. It’s her first important | 
cafe appearance since her retirement | 
nearly a decade ago. She started her 
comeback trail in two radio guest 
appearances and has caused con- 
siderable comment since then. Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking agency, | 
submitting Miss Etting, says that her | 
$4,000 salary is considered “show” | 
| coin for her, because of the Copa’s | 
| publicity value. Glaser will ask 
| $7,500 henceforth. 

Tony Martin, incumbent headliner, 
who leaves March 22, was originally 
slated to come in for a longer run. 
However, change of dates for his 
forthcoming airshow for Texaco, 
forced him to cut short his date at 
the Chez Paree, Chicago, which 











released him earlier so that he could 
play the Copa for three months. 








! 


Niteries’ ~Peak 


Continued from page 1 


| 


| 
|for 1945. The size of the take indi- 


| cates that the night club is a bigger 
|factor nationally in the entertain- 
_ment field than had been heretofore 
| conceded, 
As expected, Broadway was far 
| out in the lead, doing about 11% of 
| the total nitery business of the entire 
| nation. 
| The tax collections for the 3d In- 
ternal Revenue District of New York, 
|all of Manhattan above 23d street, 
| reflected a gross business last year of 
|a hot $39,041,805 for last year, con- 
trasted with $35,955,205 for 1945. 
| Despite this record-shattering to- 
tal, the Broadway bonifaces who 
have been howling the blues that 
| business is falling off are not kid- 
|ding themselves. The 1946 business 
| ran well ahead of 1945 for the first 
| three-fourths of the year. However, 
| during the last quarter, business was. 
more than $1,800,000 below the same | 
_ period of the preceding year. 


‘Susan Reed’s Hotel Dates 


Susan Reed, ballad singer who's 
become a name through long incum- 
bency at Cafe Society Uptown and | 
Downtown, N. Y., has been signed | 
for the Statler hotel, Cleveland. | 
March 17, and Palmer House, Chi-| 
cago, as followup date. 

Barney Josephson, Miss Reed’s | 
personal manager, is booking her! 











through the William Morris agency. | 
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Detroit Closes O'Neill’s ‘Moon’ 


Continued 


editorial writers and civic leaders as 
well. It’s been a long time since any 
play has ever taken such a drubbing 
locally, especiaHy one written by 


such a distinguished author. 
Critical opinion 
anybody other than O’Neill. 


the beginning, and they were com- 
paratively mild to what followed. 


is Leader Enterprises, Inc. which| Couple of days after the opening, 
handles the Antique show and the | Florence Fisher Parry, who conducts 


a column in the Press under the title 
of “I Dare Say,” really tore into play 


| with both barrels, stating she was 


shocked “at this evidence of deteri- 
oration in a playwright who for over 
20 years has maintained an indisput- 
able place as the greatest dramatist 
of our time.” 

Concluding that “vulgarity is a bad 
enough dish,” Mrs. Parry wound up 
her opinions about “Moon” by adding 


that “corn added to vulgarity makes is 


slop.” 

Chamber of Commerce later in 
week, and for no apparent reason, 
took up the anvil chorus when Wil- 
liam B. McFall, C. of C. president, 
attacked the obscenity of “Moon” 
and called on the Theatre Guild, 
which produced it, to “give some 
consideration to public manners and 


biased report on it from reputable | 
| business 


leaders, and was shocked 
at what they reported. 
“We look askance at any entertain- 


ment feature that does not conforrr | 
to good manners br good morals,” | 
| said McFall, “and the people I have 


contacted have characterized ‘Moon 
for the Misbegotten’ as having the 
plot of an old ten-twent-and-thirt 
melodrama with a heavy loading of 
dragged-in obscenities, the only re- 
deeming feature being an able cast. 

“The local theatre management 
cannot be blamed entirely, but it 
seems to me the Theatre Guild, 
which selects these plays, should 
give some consideration to public 
manners and morals. Such disregard 
in the movies gave rise to censor- 
ship, and unless we want to bring 
about a return to the Blue Laws, it’s 
incumbent upon us, without being 
prudes, to give these matters serious 
consideration.” 





‘Moon’ Found Anti-Irish 
Pittsburgh, March 11. 

Rhys Williams, whose last Broad- 
way appearance was in “Mr Peebles 
and Mr. Hooker,” was here all last 
week rehearsing J. M. Kerrigan’s 
role in new Eugene O’Neill play, “A 
Moon for the Misbegotten.” He was 
to replace Kerrigan in the cast last 
night (Mon.) in Detroit. 

Understood Kerrigan has disliked 
role of boozy, profane Irish farmer 
from Connecticut, right along, hav- 
ing been skeptical from moment it 
was first offered him, but feeling he 
might be able to do something with 
it.” Those close to the situation say 
veteran actor chiefly resented light 
in which O'Neill had placed the 
Irish, and, furthermore, he’s sup- 
poSed to have told friends, Kerrigan 
couldn’t stomach the profanities he 
had to mouth, claiming he’s never 
before cussed from the stage. 

“Moon for the Misbegotten” was 
around 15 minutes shorter here than 
it had been in two previous stops at 
Columbus and Cleveland. Author, 
who is fiercely reluctant to cut any 
of his texts, readily agreed this time, 
and phoned in the deletions from 
New York only the afternoon before 
local opening. They went in that 
night. O'Neill was to have come here 
to see “Moon” for the first time, but 
decided against trip at last minute. 

What ‘Variety’ Said 


Reviewing “Moon” in Cleveland, 
Variety's Glenn C. Pullen observed 
(Feb. 26) that the “profane dialog 
is often bitingly pungent or arrest- 
ingly poetic...The profanity that 
studs the dialog is bound to excite 
comment, but one should expect 
that in a work by O'Neill.” 

Reviewer observed that the 140- 
minute piece was “overloaded with 
repetitious verbiage” and that the 
“second act and parts of the third 
lag monotonously, due to lack of 
physical action”, so that the audience 
“yawned and coughed impatiently. . . 


| Yet none could deny the strange 


beauty of the ‘Moon’ mood of bitter 
disillusionment, nor the heart-hitting 
fervor of the emotional Clashes 
created by the three lead characters 


as they futilely try to buy their lost 
dream.” 


itself was that 
“Moon” would have never seen the 
| light of day had it been written by 
But 
to use show business methods, new | blasts from the reviewers were only 


from page 1 


mechanism, until a dipsomaniac dis- 
covers she is a virgin with mater. 
nalistic instincts. 





Owners to Be Exempt On 
Dirt Shows in New Bill 


Albany, March 11. 

Senate Rules Committee last night 
(10) introduced for MacNeil Mitchel] 
Manhattan Republican, a bill amend- 
ing the rental law extending the 
present exemption on indecent, im. 
moral, impure shows for actors 
musicians, and stagehands to include 
theatre owners. 

Section 1140 adds: “or the Owner, 
lessee or operator of theatre unless 
such owner, lessee or operator has 
proprietary, financial or beneficial 
interest in such performance other 
than thé right to receive rent or 
other compensation for the use of 
premises in which such performance 
given, or permits use of such 
theatre for purpose of such drama, 
play, exhibition, show or entertain- 
ment more than 24 hours after there 
has been conviction in violation of 
this section.” 

Bill would take effect immediately, 
Under present law the violation is 
a misdemeanor. It also authorizes 
licensing authority, where violation 





|morals.” Although McFall admitted | occurred on premises, to fevoke per- 
he hadn't seen the play, the civic | mit and refuse issue new license 
leader said he had received an un-| for year. 
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| | Nazi Pix 
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——_es Continued from page 1 ——— 


nocent thing as a Strauss opera 
serves to puff up Germanic pride 
tremendously, it is said, and thus the 
British, by their policy, are sowing 
seeds of further European troubles. 

Evidence of the popularity of 
homegrown pix is the fact that the- 
atre attendance in the British zone 
averages about 84% of all seats at 
all times. In the American zone, 
where German pix constitute only 
about 15% of screen time, attendance 
averages about 69%. Efforts have 
been made in the American zone to 
use pix of other Allies, rather than 
German, for time that can’t be filled 
by U. S. product. Amount of that 
time has been increasing lately, in- 
cidentally, because of inability of 
various U. S. War and State Dept. 
agencies to agree among themselves 
and with American producers on 
choice of additional films. 

Other Gripes 

Likewise burning some observers 
of U. S. and British denazification 
efforts is the encouragement being 
given to building up German and 
Austrian production. . This has al- 
ready given rise to a bitter dispute, 
well-publicized in film circles here, 
between U. S. War Dept. officials 
and Irving Maas, general manager of 
the American Motion Picture Export 
Assn., consisting of all the major 
companies. 

War Dept. execs deniéd Maas’ con- 
tention that too much speed was be- 
ing encouraged in building up fea- 
ture picture production. They said 
that up to that time—about six 
weeks ago—not a single script had 
been approved. Check here, how- 
ever, reveals plans for 15 pix in the 
U. S. zone this year and 25 for 1948, 
while the British likewise are plan- 
ning 20-25 for the current year, In- 
asmuch as in the best pre-war year, 
1938, only 138 pix were made in 
Germany, that doesn’t put 1948 pro- 
duction too far behind. 


4 





Maas in War Dept. Huddles 

Irving Maas, v.p. and general 
manager of the MPEA, declined com- 
ment in New York this week on the 
charges he had previously made of 
over-rapid development’of the Ger- 
man and Austrian film industries. 
It has been learned, however, that he 
was in Washington last week for 
huddles with the War Dept. on that 
situation and on film problems in 
general in the occupied areas. Some 
results of the talks are expected 
within a few weeks. 

Eric Johnston, prez of the Motion 
Picture Assn. and the MPEA, also 
participated in the discussions with 
Maas. 








GENE TIERNEY DIVORCED 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Gene Tierney won a divorce here 
from Oleg Cassini on grounds of 
cruelty. 
Actress was awarded two homes 





Play is saga of a lonely Ama-|in West Los Angeles, a home in 
crates farmgirl who poses as a| Westport, Conn. and custody of 
rolop to create a defensive | their three-year-old daughter. 
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Deckhands Urge Caution As Authors, 
‘Agents Join Equity on Race Question 


After delaying the issue for some 4+ 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 65 








: Dramatists Guild advised 
eee lest week that it would sub- 
scribe to the movement against 
segregation in Washington so far as 
Negroes not being admitted to the 
National, only regular legit house in 
the capital, was concerned. | Guild 
appears to be conservative in such 
articipation and spokesmen for the 





authors explain that they advocate 
“passive persuasion” rather than 
militant action. 

(Group of actors in 
“The Iceman Cometh” yesterday | 
(Tue.) sent out written protest at | 
having to play the National because | 
of its race policy.) 


due-to-tour 


Equityites concede that their asso- 
ciation was mouse-trapped into the 
segregation situation and that the 
ynion’s prope! function is supposed 
to represent its members in matters 
of wages, hours and working: condi- 
tions. Equity’s involvement in the 
Negro question is traced to an indi- 
cated radical element in the council, 
some of whom are for preventing 
actors from appearing at the Na- 
tional, regardless of consequences. 
A Washington group asked the coun- 
cil to take such action last week. 

The pressagents chapter of the 
Assn. of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers came out against racial dis- 
crimination, stating they “condemn, 
protest and will fight it.” The group 
acted on its own, not with the assent 
of ATAM, which had tabled a pro- 
posal to join the Equity move for 
further consideration That union 
adopted a resolution some years ago 
to the effect that it desist from 
torch-bearing for issues extraneous 


to the purposes of the organization, | 


but the p.a.’s acted regardless. 

It’s understood that the _ stage- 
hands union, a much larger organi- 
zation than any of the talent groups, 
which is opposed to participating in 
any segregation argument, has in- 
timated that Equity proceed with 
caution, if it counted on support 
from the deckhands in the future. 
Reported that the stagehands will 
oppose Equity if one theatre is 
forced to eliminate stage shows and 
the musicians union always stands 
by the deckhands. Recalled that it 
was the stagehands union that was 
the deciding factor in Equity’s win- 
ning strike against the 
managers in 1919. 

Entanglements Seen 


It’s evidenced that those who are 
pressuring Equity to take drastic 
action are not aware of the possible 
entanglements that the actors would 
face. Conservatives in Equity there- 
fore are hopeful that a campaign in 
Washington will be decided upon in- 
stead. 

A resolution for orderly pro- 
cedure wil) be introduced at Equity’s 


(Continued on page 67) 


Ted Shawn Headed For 
Aussie in ‘Sabbatical’ 
From Dancing Chores 


On what he terms a “sabbatical 





leave” from his chores at Jacob's | 


Pillow, Lee, Mass., where he’s 
headed a combination school and 
dance festival for the past five years, 
Ted Shawn leaves New York March 
27 on the first leg of an air trip that 
will take him to Perth, Australia for 
& summer season of lecturing, teach- 
ing and performing. 

Junket will be the first time he 
has ever gone‘ abroad alone — not 
even a pianist with him. Footing the 
bill, according to Shawn, are Ida and 

ward Beeby, who direct “Patch,” 
an organization similar to the Thea- 
tre Guild. Dancer, who'll remain in 
Perth from April 26 through Aug. 1, 
will be accompanied by Mrs. Beeby 
for his classes and solo recitals in 
Aussie. 

‘Shawn further describes his Aus- 
tralian journey as “not primarily a 
commercial venture on my part, but 
rather in the nature of a paid vaca- 
tion during my _ sabbatical 

rip, incidentally, grew out of a long 
correspondence with the Beebys 
who had urged Shawn to come to 
Perth for a whole season. 


Shawn has also written a 650,000 | 


Word tract on his experiences in the 
dance field. N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


let critic Walter Terry, according | 


to Shawn, is boiling it down to 100,- 
000 words. Replacing the dancer this 
Summer at Jacobs Pillow will be 
Arthur Mahoney arid Thalia Mara, 


| 
| Appearance of English unit com- 
| 


producing | 


year.” | 


~ associated with the Shawn ven- | 


Lifetime Pass 
John Golden is the first man- 


ager to pay his hat-check fee for 
life in advance. 


Noting that Renee Carroll 
marked her 20th year as Sardi’s 
checker last week, he slipped her 
$20 and said that would be all 
he’d ever give her. Miss Carrol] 
had been handing out 25¢ to 
regular customers that day to 
celebrate the anni, instead of ac- 
cepting a gratuity. 


Food, Not Money, 





f . nounced for revival even ardent rep 
Gro | whom made caustic comments to the supporters questioned its choice. 
ups 0 ew or | effect that theatres might as well go ] vance Preparations for “Alice in Wonder- 


panies on Broadway recently 


aroused plenty of interest in show 
circles, John Gielgud in comedy im- 
;mediately following Donald Wolfit's 
|heavy repertory outfit. Booking of 
|the visitors partly reflects the wan- 
ing London season, principally due 
to the 
| has suffered in decades and also the 
|severe food stringency. It is a fact 
|that both outfits welcomed coming 
over because it afforded an 
itunity of obtaining substantial meals. 
When Gielgud and mates went to 
|Canada to open “The Importance of 
| Being Earnest,” which arrived on 
|Broadway last week, the 
surfeited themselves with eggs, a 
|rarity overseas except in powdered 
| form. Wolfit’s troupe = similarly 
| satisfied its hunger over the bor- 
|der, where food is reported more 
easily available than in New York 
|That goes especially for beef, with 
|prices more reasonable. 

Since the Gielgud troupe arrived 
|the -players have been sending food 


| packages back to England for rela- | 


|tives and friends in fact, it’s been 
lalmost a daily must. Same applied 
to the Wolfit bunch and last summer 
when the Old Vic players were here, 
they sent as much food home as 
they were able to pay for. They 
also went on a _ fruit-juice 
another item unobtainable overseas 
London “Oklahoma!” Set 

Regardless of conditions in Lon- 

don, “Oklahoma!” with an American 


icast is due to follow “Pacific, 1860” | 


|into the Drury Lane in May. Com- 
{pany due to sail April 9 will in- 


|clude Betty Jane Watson, Harold | 


| Keel, Walter Donahue, Marty Marlo, 
Dorothea MacFarland, Erik Kirsten 
and Gemze de Lappe. Theresa Hel- 
|burn co-director of the 
| Guild, will accompany the company 
las will Oscar Hammerstein, I], co- 
‘author of the musical with Dick 
| Rodgers, and Jerome Whyte, who 
| will stage the show there. Not in- 
‘dicated whether Guild co-director 
Lawrence Langner will also go over- 
seas. 





| critics and its original date of seven 


weeks has been extended to at least | 


10. with chances it will play well 


into May. 


Two Al Fresco Operas Set 





For Mining Town Festival | 


Denver, March 11. 
and “Fidelio” will be 


“Martha” 


| produced at the Central City Opera | 


|House Festival, Central City. Col.. 
ito open July 4-5, the 68-year-old 
theatre is pride of the old Colorado 
lmining town, 45 miles west of 
Denver. ' 

Frank St. Leger. assistant to Ed- 
ward Johnson, Metropolitan Opera 
|'manager, will again direct. Frank 
Ricketson, Jr., president Fox Inter- 
|mountain Theatres, is head of the 
opera house organization. 


N.Y. Coin for Coast Legit 
Los Angeles, March 11 

Ed Lynn and Harold Swoverland 

j roduce 

a anil. in California next 
|autumn with a budget of $250,000, 
largely financed in New York. al 
Play is authored by Raisa Sachs 


music by Jules Fox and Sam Fried- 


i man, 


worst weather that Britain | 


oppor- | 


Visitors | 


binge, | 


Theatre | 


“Earnest” was hailed by the N. Y. | 


“Baby Darlene.” 4| 


and Danny Jackson, with lyrics and | 


From Second Ota! Money Hypo Fails to Pep Up ART: 
‘Jack Closing as ‘Alice’ Rehearses 


Helen Menken is at her home after 
@ second operation for an ear infec- 
| tion, but the dramatic star may not 
| be able to appear professionally for 
| the balance of the season. Miss Men- 
ken, who has devoted herself to 
radio since she conceived the Stage 
| Door Canteen airer, was slated to 
| appear on Broadway this spring, but 
| was forced to withdraw. 
| First surgery was required |ast 
| June, the actress partially recover- 
}ing and being able to appear on two! 
Theatre Guild radio programs. 


| On Gov. Dewey’s Tax Hike 
Showmen to Carry Fight | 
Plan to N. Y. City Council 


| Helen Menken Recuping 








| In Albany last week Governor 
Thomas E. De wey’s ideas about in 
creased taxes, particularly that of 5% 
n tickets of admission to suppl 
more money for the city of 


New 
| ay . : . 
| York, resulted in voiced disapproval 
of Broadway 


showmen, some o 


dark. Earlier this season it wa 
| hoped that the 20% federal tax on 
| tickets would be halved and the 
| White House favored the moderation, 
but that expectation was clipped. If 


Gov. Dewey's suggestion goes 
through the tax on tickets would 
total 25%, and it may eventuats 
More than a dozen states now tax 


admission tickets. 


If the legislature adopts any such 
| measure before the rush to adjourn 
(it's due Saturday (15) but the ses- 
|}sion may be prolonged) it will not 
actually become law. The proposed 
bill would be an enabling act, giv- 


| ing the city the right to make the | 
ticket levy and other taxes. That 


| would put the issue up to N. Y. City 
Council and it is there that show 
business would argue it out. Theatre 
and picture interests have huddled 
on the threat and it’s almost certain 
all amusement groups will 
further ticket taxes. 

Almost two weeks before the Gov- 
ernor “advised’’ New York politicians 
how to raise more money, two bilis 
were introduced in Albany with 
| similar intent without attracting at- 
tention. The measures were spon- 
sored by Senator Hammond and As- 
semblyman Marble, bills being of 
wider scope by stipulating seven 
types of taxes, whereas Gov. Dewey's 
plan calls for four. There is also a 
bill pending designed to tax off-track 
betting, whereby bookies would oper- 
legally provided they paid the 
proposed taxes. 


oppose 


ate 


Gov. Dewey’s proposals include ad- | 


ditional nuisance taxes also on 
taurants, bars, liquor, motor 
and trucks. 


res- | 
| 


Cars | 





SHUBERTS WIN $3,244 | 


IN GOOD SALARY TIFF 


Chicago. March il. | 

Jack Good, light opera star, lest | 

| the first blow when Philip Mitchell, | 

|}master of chancery, recommended 

'that Good be ordered to pay Select | 

| Operating Co. $3,244, due them for | 
| overpayment of salary. 


Mitchell claimed that Good had | 
broken a contract with Select (Shu- | 
|} bert owned) through J. J. Shubert! 
on the claim of illness and then| 
shortly after accepted a role in “Rio | 
Rita” at $150 more a week. Select | 
claims that $3,244 represents excess | 
lof what he would have gotten from 
|them and amount that he received 
after breaking his contract. 

Period covered by the action was | 
from March, 1945, to October, 1946. 





Negro Rep Troupe Set For 
Long Tour Next Season 


National Concert & Artists Corp., 
which sent out the Negro Drama 
Group through the South last season 
in “Claudia,” is prepping another 
all-Negro pro troupe to do reper- 
tory next season on a coast-to-coast 
basis. Group, to be known as the 
American Negro Repertory Players, 
will consist of six actors, with Mil- 
ton Wood, radio nd legit figure 
as actor-director, playing lead roles 

First two plays skedded are 
“Angel Street” and “Private Lives.” 
Group will start in the fall, doing | 
| one-nighters in the main, with book- | 
ings set in Negro centers at college i 
lor with civic or religious “Brganiza- 
ltions as sponsors. NCAC’s lecture 
jcircuit will also see the troupe. i 


| fantasy 


| Saturday 





. 

Scotch and Seidel 
Plot of “Brigadoon,” highly- 
Alan Lerner-Frederick 
Loewe musical which opens at 
Ziegfeld, N. Y. tonight (13), con-° 
cerns a mythical Scottish town 
that comes to life every hundred 
years for one day. 

Pilot recalls a 
story contained in Fi 


staecker’s 


touted 


idea similar 
fic- 
iced h gh 
n Germal 


“Germelshausen 


tion piece sed as adval 





Brigadoon’ Biz Is 
Talk of Showbiz 


What seems to emphasize the lyric 
Berlin's 


“there's no business like 


sagacity of Irving theme, 
busi- 
“Briga- 
which 
Ziegfeld, N. Y.. to- 
(Thursday). Early this week 
it was stated that there was more 
than $400,000 in the bank and for 
10 days there was a constant line 
at the boxoffice. The enormous sale 
is regarded as amazing in light of 
the fact that the new tuner has no 
names. 


show 
ness,” is the ddvance sale for 
doon,.” new 


the 


musical fantasy 
opens atl 


morrow 


Explanation for the 
activity is the show's 
reception and the 
tracted in Boston 
First week in the Hub was not ex- 
ceptional but grosses were sturdy, 
while in Philly the draw typed 
“Brigadoon” as a good thing. 


boxoffice 
out-of-town 
business it at- 
and Philadelphia 


Included in the advance count are 
ino less than 31 theatre parties. with 
|more to be added. Billy Rose, who 
booked the musical into his Ziegfeld, 
|was one of the first to earmark it 
as exceptional. although he is not 
listed among the 38 backers. Under- 
stood that Rose and John C. Wilson 
first planned to produce the show, 
but dropped it for some reason. 

“Brigadoon” is said to have had a 
production cost of $165,000 but the 
total listed investments amount to 
$285,000. Cheryl Crawford, the pro- 
ducer, is the general partner. evi- 
dently not putting up any of her 
own coin. Jack S. Seidman, an ac- 
countant, is listed as having in- 
vested $65,000, which sum probably 
represents other backers. 

The others are: Harriet Ames, 
$15,000: Carroll Case, $12,000; Bea 
Lawrence, Ludwig Lederer, Nathan 
Hirschfield, Lester A. Neuman, 
$8,000 each; Irwin Shapiro, Terry 
Allen, Charles R. Allen, Ellison B. 


Greenstone. Sadie C. Annenberg, 
Evalyn A. Friede, Wendy Meyer, 
Simon P. Herman, Michael Grace, | 
$5,000 each; Chandler Cowles, 


William H. Weintraub, Mary Schloss, 
$4,000 each; Marion H. Sanderson, 
$3,000: Harry Fromkes, Paul Ames, 
Gerald M. Loeb, $2,500 each: Evelyn 
Unger, William R. Biggs, Udall J. | 
Salmon, Beatrice Herman, Ethel G. | 
Troper, George Schreiber, Newell 
P. Crawford, Elizabeth Bowen, | 
Arthur Rapf, Dan Michalove, Lillian | 
Boscowitz. Margot Johnson, $2,000 | 
each; Francis Levien, $1,500; Flor- | 


ence Vandamm, Miriam Cooper, 
$1,000 each. 
It's the second show this season | 


;that opened to an abnormal advance 


sale on word-of-mouth, other being | 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” also a musical 
When latter show opened 
in Philly it started slowly and built 
steadily. After the first performance 
there a backer reputed to have in- 


'vested over $60,000 sold his interest | 


for $25,000. “Rainbow” has _ been | 
capacity since it arrived on Broad- 
way | 





‘Birthday’ Darkened By 


Helen Hayes’ Illness 
“Happy Birthday” is dark at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., comedy’s star. 
Helen Hayes, being forced abed with 
laryngitis and a touch of pleurisy 
Expected that the show will relight | 
tomorrow ‘Thurs. ) 
Miss Hayes managed to appear 
‘8) night but entered the 
Doctor's Hospital immediately after | 
the performance. | 


% Outside 


iedrich Ger- | 


| La 


| (1,220 seats). 
| bert production of “Student Prince” 


fmancial assistance to 
,succor the American Repertory 
Theatre was apparently of little 
avail, certainly so far as the “Yellow 
| Jack” revival is concerned. Nor was 
ithe power of the press of much aid 
|either. Although the drama got Jaud- 
lable notices from all reviewers ex- 
| cept one, the customers have been 
jabsent and the destiny of repertory 
}on Broadway is more doubtful than 
lever. 

ART will cancel the last two 
| weeks of “Jack” closing the play on 


Saturday (15). Equity assented to 
the ART layoff. Takings for the first 
full week approximated $7.000, half 
as much needed for an even break 


Thursday (6) last week takings at the 


International, N. Y., were only $400 
and again it was indicated that ART 
had made another unpopular play 
selection. “Jack” was not a success 
when originally presented a dozen 
years ago and when it was an- 


land” will 
“Jack's” 
rehearsal 
ART's 
“Alice” 


proceed regardless of 
fate, show having gone into 

last week. It’s to finale 
production schedule For 
ART will have a partner, 
Rita Hassan being associated with 
the presentation. Miss Hassan has 
long planned the show and her par- 
ticipation is another life-saver for 
ART so far as that attraction is con- 
cerned. Understood that Miss Hassan, 


who was secretary to Burgess 
Meredith when he was temporary 
head of Equity, has raised around 


$80,000 for the “Alice” 


Plans for the rep outfit to tour 
next season are more or less neb- 
ulous, with ART said to be counting 
on the American National Theatre 
and Academy to aid the touring. It 
was through ANTA that Equity and 
the American Theatre Wing 
nelled $10,000 to the drained 
'bankroll, with as much 
contributed, mostly 
players enthusiastic for the reper- 
tory idea. It appears problematic 
whether ANTA will be given funds 
for touring purposes, howeveli 

An ironic angle to ART’s financial 
fizzle is the expected click of “Briga- 
dcon” which arrives on Broadway 
this week tagged a sure thing out 
of town. It was produced by Cheryl 
Crawford, one of the three femmes 
who head ART. Her associates are 
Eva Le Gallienne and Margaret 
Webster, both of whom will appear 
in “Alice,” the former also doing the 
staging. The rep venture represents 
an outlay of more than $300,000, the 
only possible way this can be re- 
|couped being on the road. 


production. 


chan- 
ART 
privately 
from name 


Civic Move to Bring 


Legit to Wisconsin 
Small Town Pays Off 


La Crosse, Wis., March 11. 


Readiness of people in smaller 
cities to support good professional 
theatre has been proven by the La 
Crosse Civic Drama League, which 
has just sold out its second-season 
membership, at an upped ante, 


| without solicitation and without an- 


nouncing what plays would be of- 
fered. Only promotion was radio and 
newspaper advertising reminding 
first-year members of renewal date. 

Drama league, formed last summer 
by theatre lovers in this town of 
47,000 to bring professional legit to 
Crosse after absence of many 
years, offered season ducats at $6 
and sold them out in three weeks. 
League presented “Dear Ruth,” 
“Philadelphia Story” and “Therese,” 
all produced by Stanley Wolff, in 
the Vocational School auditorium 
Additionally, the Shu- 


was presented Feb. 11. 

When books for next summer's 
series were offered at increased price 
of $7.20, members snapped them up. 
After federal taxes and fixed ex- 
penses, league will have about $6,500 
to spend on three _ productions. 
They'll be booked through United 
Booking Office 


Miss Anderson in ‘Medea’ 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Robert Whitehead, eastern pro- 
ducer, signed Judith Anderson here 
for a lead role in “Medea,” to be 
staged on Broadway. 
Producer will round up the rest ef 
his cast in New York. 
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ART Grant Cues Other Cup-in-Handers: 


Theatre, Inc.’s Request a Surprise 


Wholly unlooked-for reaction of + 


the grants of $5,000 each made by 
Equity and the American Theatre 


Wing to help the American Rep- | 


ertory theatre, was to attract 
two unwelcome “customers.” Out- 
fits that sought similar sustenance 
were Theatre, Inc., and the Barter 
theatre of Abingdon, Va. 


Both supplicants were referred to 
the American National Theatre and 
Academy, with definite indications 
that neither request would be acced- 
ed to by either Equity or the Wing. 
Their ART donations were un- 
precedented and may never be re- 
peated, being made after urgent ap- 
peals by leading players. 

That a request was made by Thea- 
tre, Inc., was especially surprising, 
as it recently announced the raising 
of $100,000, one-half of a new fund 
it seeks for activities next season. 
Theatre, Inc., also announced that 
it’s revival of “Pygmalion” had 
grossed $1,000,000, show having 
scored on Broadway and believed 
now to be prospering on the road. 
The outfit is also slated to produce a 
new play called “The Big People,” 
with backing from the outside. 


Theatre, Inc., is set up as a non- 
profit group, and it was stated that, 
while the backers of “People” would 
benefit from the profits, Theatre, 
Inc.’s share of the net would go into 
the general fund. “People” was 
called off and is now slated for next 
season, but the commercial angle | 
may have figured in setting back the | 
show. 


Theatre, Inc., also postponed a re- 
vival of “The Changeling” until next 
fall, announcing it was through for 
the season. Only revival this season 
outside of “Pygmalion’s” tour was 
“The Playboy of the Western World,” 
which ended in red. It also spon- 
sored an experimental play. Last 
summer, however, Theatre, Inc., 
sponsored a season of Old Vic from 
London. That highlighted importa- 
tion was underwritten to the extent 
of $100,000 by five wealthy New 
Yorkers, and the money was prompt- 





PHILLY SPECIAL COPS 
SPUR SCALPER DRIVE 


Philadelphia, March 11. 

This city’s new “anti-scalping” or- 
dinance will be enforced by special 
police squads of hand-picked men, 
it was disclosed here Friday (7) by 
James F. Ryan, assistant city solici- 
tor, following a lengthy confab with 
police officials. 

At the same time, W. Frank Mar- 
shall, receiver of taxes, said his of- 
fice was prepared to confiscate the 
books of ticket brokers, if necessary, 
to keep choice theatre and sports 
tickets from going into the mitts of 


specs. The two-pronged drive was 
begun after city officials received 
numerous complaints that scalpers, 
in open defiance of the new law, 
were continuing to victimize the 
public. 


The new ordinance became effec- 
tive Feb. 22 and limits the markup 
on resale of tickets to half the face 


value, or $1, whichever is the lesser 


figure. Theatregoers have griped 
that scalpers buy tickets from legit 
agencies, paying the legal markup, 
and then adding whatever the traf- 
fic will bear on a second resale. 


Flagstad Barraged By 
Much Adverse Comment 
On Eve of U.S. Bookings 


Approaching return of Kirsten 
Flagstad, former Metopera soprano, 
to this country after five years in 
her native Norway, has caused con- 
siderable comment. Visit has also 
started a whispering campaign 
against the diva, as well as unsigned 
letters and reprints of newspaper 
stories being sent anonymously 
through the mails to various music 
editors, bookers and managers in 





ly remitted, with profits to Old Vic endeavor to prejudice them against 


and Theatres, Inc. Barter Theatre is 
subsidized for $10,000 by the state 
of - Virginia. 


Bondholders Try to Stick 
Guild With Theatre Debts 


Legal tangle between the Theatre 
Guild and bondholders of the 52nd 
Street theatre currently in N. Y. 
Federal court is an attempt by the 
bondholders to hold the Guild re- 
sponsible for the debts of the theatre. 
Claim is made by Handelman & Ives, 
bondholders’ attorneys, that the 
Guild is legally and morally respon- 
sible for. some $360,000 which the 
theatre still owes. Guild on its part 
denies any liability for the house, 
having terminated its lease in April, 
1944. 

Tiff harks back to a drive by the 
Guild to raise $500,000 in 1928 so that 
it could move uptown into a new 
house. Actually, bonds were issued 
in the name of the Guild Theatre 
Co., Inc., as owner of the new 
theatre. Theatre Guild itself assumed 
no liabilities. Subsequently, accord- 
ing to current pleadings, Guild ob- 
tained a moratorium on rentals for 
the theatre on a promise to renew 
payments of interest when it had 
$100,000 in working capital and pay- 
ments on principal when the capital 
reached $150,000. 

What bondholders are now attempt- 
ing to prove is that the Guild had 
that amount in assets before it 
terminated the lease. Hence, the ex- 
amination of Guild assets ordered 
by Federal Judge John C. Knox last 
week. 

Theatre Guild disputes published 
reports released by bondholders that 
film rights to “Oklahoma!” are 
carried on their books at $7,000, 
stating that actually they are not 
valued in the Guild’s books at any 
price. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
(road)—Katharine Cornell. 

“Message For Margaret”—Stanley 
Gilkey, Barbara Payne. 

“Alice in Wonderland”—American 
Repertory Theatre. 

“Tenting Tonight”—Judith Abbott, 
Mary Mason. 

“The Great Campaign” — Experi- 








the singer’s return. 


Meantime, however, George En- 
gles, president of Consolidated 
Artists, who is booking Mme. Flag- 
stad for recitals in the U. S., reports 
having signed her for 12 dates this 
spring, all that she had time for. 
Diva will sing in Boston, April 6, 
and finish her tour May 2. She then 
leaves for opera appearances in 
Zurich in June, followed by London, 
Paris, Milan and other Italian opera 
dates this summer. Engles states 
singer will be in the U. S. all next 
season, and he’s starting booking 
dates now. 


Singer returned to Norway in 1941 
to be with her husband, who was an 
intimate of Nazi-puppet Vidkun 
Quisling and who was to go on trial 
as a war profiteer when he died in 
prison last year. 


Morley’s ‘Shoulders’ Ends 
Brief A.C. Legit Season 


Atlantic City, March 11. 
A series of eight plays offered by 
the George Spelvin Players in Had- 
don Hall’s “Theatre of the Sky” 
here was brought to a conclusion 


with performance of Christopher 
Morley’s “Soft Shoulders,” Saturday 
(8). 

Hotel management had sponsored 
the plays in its small theatre on the 
13th floor for three nights each week- 
end. Attendance had been only fair, 
but the hotel let the merits of the 
shows sell them, failing to boost the 
only legit in town either by splash 
in the newspapers or by beating the 
drums at civic clubs, 

Morley, whose daughter Helen had 
directed the first four shows, was a 
guest of the hotel. Here to put the 
finishing touches on a_ book, he 
started and completed a play which 
had been intended as the vehicle 
for the final’ offering. Plans were 
changed when it was found that 
juveniles would have to be used and 
“Soft Shoulders” was substituted. 

Those who appeared with the 
stock company included Mark Wood, 
Betty Egan, Ruth Phillips, Ann 
Arden, Pat Worthington, Walter 
Meserole, James J. McCormack, 
Wade Dent, Arthur Cahn, Jean Orr 

















mental Theatre. 


and Eileen Dent. Allen Porter re- 
placed Miss Morley as director. 


Chevalier’s A.K. Draw? 


Quite a number of mail orders 
for tickets to Maurice Cheva- 
lier’s solo performances came 
from middle-aged matrons, it’s 
indicated, as nearly all insisted 
that seats be located in the first 
cr second row. When remit- 
tances were returned with a note 
that the desired locations were 
not available, there were no re- 
sponses. 


Parisian star appeared on 
Broadway in concert in 1930 and 
’°34 under the management of the 
late Charles Dillingham, once 
with” Duke Ellington’s band in 
back of him, ticket top being 
$2.50. Chevalier opened Mon- 
day (12) at the Miller with 
lower floor tickets priced at 
$9.60, first night; regular scale, 
$4.80 but it’s $6 Friday and Sat- 
urday night. 











ICC Meets Today 
On Baggage Tilt 


York today (Wednesday) before 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion to hear protests from theatrical 
interests over the proposed 25% tilt 
in the cost of “free” baggage cars. 
If an increase is granted it will not 
be effective until Aug. 1, ICC having 
so decided some weeks ago, so shows 


on tour this season will be un- 
affected. 


Proposal is to require 25 first- 
class fares for a baggage car instead 
of the present regulation which calls 
for 20. Showmen objected, pointing 
out that with the increases in pas- 
senger rates per mile, touring at- 
tractions might be subject to abnor- 
mal increases in transportation costs. 
Rail lines base their case upon the 
boost of freight rates granted ‘them 
by ICC last year, managers counter- 
ing by claiming no such percentage 
should apply for passengers on com- 
mon carriers. 

Southern Pacific, which attempted 
to boost its requirement of 100 fares 
to 150 for special trains, which was 
rejected by ICC, has moderated its 
application. SP aims to get 125 fares 
for special, the sam increase sought 
by the other railroads. 


BROKER’S MANAGERIAL 
BOW SET FOR NEXT FALL 


Louis Schonceit, the first Broadway 
ticket broker to announce entrance 
into the managerial field, returned 
from Hollywood last week and said 
his first play, “The Stars Weep,” 
would be produced on Broadway 
early next season. It had been his 
intention to do the fantasy on the 
Coast, but, because of a current 
booking jam and other problems, he 
scratched that idea. Choice of a 
director and the casting will be made 
early in the summer. 


“Stars’ was authored by Harry 
Segall and was slated to be pro- 
duced this season, but the rights 
lapsed with Schonceit taking over. 
Segall has revised the script at the 
request of the new showman. 


Berlin in N.Y. Huddling 
On New Legit Musical 


Irving Berlin is east for a fort- 
night huddling with Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein on the second legit musical 
he’ll tunesmith next season for that 
team which produced his current hit. 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” Berlin will 
hq west until Metro’s “Easter Pa- 
rade” starts rolling. 

Mrs. Berlin and the children plan 
to join him Jater at the Santa Monica 
beach house he has rented for the 
summer. 











Berlin’s 4 Tunes for ‘Parade’ 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Irving Berlin has completed four 
new tunes for the Metro picture, 
“Easter Parade,” which he will co- 
produce with Arthur Freed, and will 
turn in four more ditties in addition 
to a number of his old hits. 

Studio aims to start production in 
September and wind up in time for 
a New York premiere which will be 
tied up with the 5th avenue Easter 
parade in 1948. Slated thus far as 
stars in the picture are Judy Gar- 
land, Frank Sinatra, Gene Kelly, Red 





Skelton and Kathryn Grayson. 





A hearing is scheduled in New| New York. 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Understudy to Mary Welch, who has the only feminine role in Eugene 
O'Neill’s “A Moon for the Misbegotten,” calls herself Elizabeth Williams 
but she’s really Maria Manton, daughter of Marlene Dietrich, film star. 
Name change was at Miss Manton’s own insistence because she was sensj- 
tive about receiving so much publicity when her identity became known 
and most of it to the exclusion of Miss Welch. The Dietrich offspring ap- 
peared on Broadway couple of seasons ago with Tallulah Bankhead in 
“Foolish Notion” by Philip Barry. 


“Moon” has two other fairly important players spelling the’two remain. 
ing leads. Edmond Ryan, who has scored personal hits in several Broad. 
way shows, notably “Hope for the Best,” with Franchot Tone and Jane 
Wyatt, is understudying James Dunn and Jack Sheehan, who co-starred 
with Helen Twelvetrees on road a year ago in “School for Brides,” has 
been dittoing J. M. Kerrigan. However, Sheehan was scheduled to depart 
with replacement of Kerrigan by Rhys Williams. 





In legal actions the Shuberts are almost invariably represented by Klein 
and Weir. But they’ve retained Charles H. Tuttle for a damage suit against 
Columbia Pictures in the matter of “The Jolson Story.” Tuttle was for. 
merly U. S. attorney in New York and conducted an investigation of ticket 
agencies and legit boxoffice men some years ago, on the grounds that gratu- 
ities or “ice” was offered and accepted in violation of the federal statutes. 
At least two agency men were incarcerated, one clerk making a poverty 
plea and spending 90 days in the pen. Case was-finally discontinued after 
heavy fines were meted to others, Tuttle stipulating that the ticket people 
not appeal to the higher courts, because of an adverse Supreme Court 
ruling under similar circumstances. 


Shuberts claim the Al Jolson biographical film violates their rights be- 





} 
i 
| 
| 


| cause of reference to the Winter Garden, so ask $500,000 damages plus all 
| the picture’s profits. Tuttle is rated one of the highest priced attorneys in 





Detroit’s Civic Light Opera Assn., in its fourth annual 10-week season, 
has completed half of the 1947 schedule of operettas at the 4,400-seat 


Masonic Temple. It’s claimed to be $48,000 ahead of last year. First at-* 


- 


| traction was “Firefly” which grossed $55,549, said to be a new record for 
i that operetta indoors “Rio Rita’ was quoted getting $37,252, with 
“Countess Maritza” easing to $33,271 but “Desert Song” drawing $55,082, 
| Last week “My Maryland” approximated $30,000. 

This is Barrie O’Daniels’ first season with the Detroit outfit as manag- 
ing director, after he attracted attention on the Coast last summer. with 
similar activities at the Greek theatre. O’Daniels featured young Negro 


pianist Sugar Chile Robinson in “Maryland,” having written in a part for 
the child. 





Impression that Variety, in its seasonal rating of hits, moderates and 
flop uses 100 performances as a yardstick, is in error. John Chapman, in 
Sunday’s N. Y. Daily News, accented this misimpression, that if a 
show doesn’t last for three months it is an also ran, but because the engage- 
ment is of that length or longer, does not necessarily indicate it’s on the 
right side of the ledger. 

Shows must have earned back the cost of production and register a 
definite profit to achieve success rating. Some attractions go so much over- 
| board in production outlays that they fail to recapture their investments, 
especially when operating costs are excessive. One such instance was the 
revival of “Show Boat,” which played a year and still ended in the red, 








“Mary Had a Little,” which folded in Boston around the midyear holi- 
days, is slated to relight on the Coast, with San Diego the probable start- 
ing stand. Show had a flock- of backers who expected to “get rich” after 
unexpectedly good business at the start, but they only got around 70% of 
the money invested. “Mary” was a farce comedy presented by Al Rosen, 
based en-an old French play owned but never produced by Arch Selwyn, 
who received a share of the gross. Muriel Herman, Arthur Herzog and 
Rosen were billed as authors. Cast was headed by Edmund Lowe and 
Mary Brian, who will probably be replaced when “Mary” resumes. Al- 


though toured to the east, it was not shown on Broadway on Selwvyn’s 
advice. 





Should “Toplitzky of Notre Dame’”’ fail to secure another theatre in New 
York, after its forced closing at the Century recently because of the Donald 
Wolfit troupe’s commitment there, negotiations may send the musicomedy 
to Chicago. William Cahn, the producer, is currently talking it over with 
Chicago interests, 

“Toplitzky” played New York and out of town without ever achieving 
an operating profit, which dissipates at least one claim that “operating 
profit” from the show was used to help finance “Darling, Darling, Darling,” 
another Cahn show that folded recently out of town, pre-Broadway. Cahn, 
in fact, dropped $85,000 personally en “Toplitzsky.” 











When it was stated by a group calling itself the Associated Playwrights, 
Inc., that new plays presented downtown on Grand street were for charity, 
Equity and other stage unions decided that minimum pay and working 
conditions should not apply. Claimed that any profits were to go to the 
| Henry Street Settlement, a welfare project. The actors are said to be pro- 
fessionals, appearing without salaries, a practice that Equity has frowned 
| upon, on the grounds that nothing is to be gained by the actors and this 

could lead to tryout abuses. 

“Winners or Losers,” the fifst show, is said to play five performances. 
“Deputy of Paris” was slated this week. 








Members of the Lambs are aroused over Emil Friedlander, the fabrics 
magnate, who did so much for USO during the war, having left the club, 
although his resignation had not been accepted up to early this weck. 
Friedlander was angered when an applicant whom he sponsored for mem- 
bership was rejected. There are indications of a racial angle. The candi- 
date was okayed by the admittance committee and that is usually tanta- 
mount to election, but the council called for a vote and two black balls 
were found in the counting box. It was “explained” that the candidate 


was turned down because he’s a business man and “we want more actors 
and authors to join the club.” 





Backers of “Another Part of the Forest,” of which there are many, re- 
ceived cheeks for their investments in full recently, which is unusual as 
such refunds are generally made in two or more payments. That the 
angels will materially benefit from the Lillian Hellman drama, produced 
by Kermit Bloomgarden, is assured by the sale of the picture rights to 
Universal for $250,000 plus a percentage. 

Understood that “Forest” was budgeted for $70,000. Whether any part 
of the film right coin figured in the refunding was not indicated. 





Richard Maney, handling “Whole World Over,” made his first trip to 
Cleveland in 21 years last week to beat drums for the show as well as its 
Russian playwright, Konstantin Simonov. 


Gagsters presented Maney with a compass and a city map, which the 
p.a. promptly lost at the first bar he visited. 





The public is welcome to the American Theatre Wing's 9 o'clock supper 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., April 6, when the first of the Antoinette 
Perry awards will be made. An accompanying entertainment is being 
arranged by James E. Sauter. Tickets cost $7.50, which includes gratuities 
and are available at the offices of Brock Pemberton. 
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Chi Overall Biz Still Lush; ‘Born’ 206, 
Norway 2/G, ‘Ready’ 236 ‘Lute’ 236 


Chicago, March 11. + 








| 
-. in general is far ahead of last | 
_ despite Lent season. 


geet grosses at most houses. 

f These,” in bow at Sel- 
nt too hot, while “Front | 
tools jeaves Civic after extremely 
drab biz. Other shows, | however, 
are doing very satisfactorily. 


“Fatal Weakness” is due here | 
April 7. ' 

Estimates for Last Week 
“Blossom Time,” Civic Opera 


-¢ (3rd wk) (3,800; $3.60). Pretty 
He going with $20,000 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (2nd 
k) (1,334; $3.60). Everybody happy 
with $20,000. 

“Front Page,” Civie (3rd wk) (900, 
$3.60). Bowed out Saturday (8) 
after very bad $4,800. , 

“Harvey,” Harris (31st wk) (1,000: 
$3.60). Still steady at $18,000. 

“Lute Song,” Studebaker (7th wk) 
(1.246; $4.20). No signs of weaken- 
ing with staunch $23,000. 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (13th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). In the stretch 
and folding up with $27,000. : 

“The Greatest of These,” Selwyn 
41,000; $4.20). Pre-Broadway show- 
ing not doing all it can. Opened 
Tuesday (4) with $10,000 yield for 

j rformances 
atbree te Make Ready,” Black- 
stone (4th wk) (1.358: $4.80). Looks 
like this one is here for long time, 
$23,000. 








Urge Caution | 


Continued from page 65 —— 





next quarterly meeting, it being con- 
tended that such means will have a 
better chance to influence the resi- 
dents of Washington, who should 
clarify the segregation problem 
rather than outsiders such as actors 
and dramatists. If the latter were 
to prévent shows from playing the 
capital, there is no indication that 
the color line would be lifted in the 
schools, hotels and cafes there 

Council of the Guild adopted reso- 
lutions which read: 

1. “It is the .ense of this council 
that any policy on the part of any 
theatre management which tends to 
exclude anyone from admission to 
a theatre because of race, creed or 
color is detrimental to the theatre 
as a whole and to the interests of 
playwrights specifically. 

2.“That The Dramatists Guild 
cooperate with Equity and other 
organizations in their efforts to end 
racial discrimination in the legiti- 
mate theatres in the city of Wash- 
ington, D. C.” 


A Guild official stated that the, 


resolutions did not mean that plays 


of members would be prevented | 


from playing Washington, although 
there are 36 dramatists supposedly 
pledged not to permit performances 
there 


Conference on Negro Question 

Lee Sabinson, producer of “Fin- 
fan's Rainbow,” and Sam Wana- 
maker, of “Joan of Lorraine” cast, 
will be leadoff speakers Sunday (16) 
afternoon at the Murray Hill hotel, 


N. Y., at a conference to examine | 


the position of Negroes in the thea- 
tre, not only from the aspect of 
Tt admission to certain theatres, 
but also in relation to their employ- 
ment in various departments of 
theatrical work. 
This discussion will be one of 
Various panels in a conference be- 
called by .75 prominent people, 
Negro and white, in the fields of 
theatre, radio, motion pictures, lit- 
erature and musie and dance, held 
under the auspices of the National 
© Congress. 


Kenneth Spencer, who appeared 
“Show Boat,” singing of “Old 
River,” will be chairman of 
the theatre panel. In addition to 


Sabinson and Wanamaker, it is ex- | 


pected that Alfred Harding, assist- 
ant to the president of Equity, will 
also contribute to the discussion, 
and that representatives of other 


theatrical unions a ilds w 
s nd uilds will 
attend. . 


Chairman of the radio panel will 


Robert Heller, CBS script-writer | 


and-director. The music panel will 
Presided over by Prof. Douglas 
Sore, of Columbia University, 
with Artie Si.aw principal speaker. 
The question of Negro admittance 
legitimate theatres will be dis- 
“€d, as also the limitations un- 


Which. Negroes work on the | 


» and their absence from pit 
tras, 


ce | LUCASTA’ 2436 NLA: 


her, plus conventions, are help- | 


sh arose a most Boise: BLACKOUTS’ STEADY 17 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

“Anna Lucasta” is the league-lead- 
er for grosses this past week, rack- 
Ing up $24,500 in the second frame 
at the Biltmore. However, “Pyg- 
malion” got away to an SRO start 
at the Belasco last night (10), snag- 
ging over $40,000 in advance coin 
for the fortnight, with a third week 
extension announced. 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947 


tripped through the 246th frame at 


El Capitan with standard $17.000 
El Patio’s sepia show, “Sumpin’s 
Jumpin’,” took a boxoffice lacing 
collecting a mere $4,000 for the sec- 
ond stanza. “Charley’s Aunt” opened 
to mixed notices Thursday at the 
Musart but had no great return to 
report as yet 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering March 10-22) 

“Accidentally- Yours”’—Aud.. Sac- 
ramento (15); Mayfair, Portland 
(17-19). 

“Anna Lucasta”—Locust. Philly 
(10-15); Opera House, Newark (17- 
99) 

“Anna Luecasta”—Biltmore, L. A 
(10-18); Aud., Long Beach (19): Lo- 
bero, S. Barbara (20-21): Aud., Pasa- 
dena (22). 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” — 
Colonial, Bost (10-22). 

“Bathsheba”—Forrest, Philly (10- 
22) 


“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (10-22). 

Blackstone—Con. Hall, Tulsa (10- 
11); Aud., Okla. City (12): Aud., 
Wichita Falls (13): Plaza, El Paso 
(16); Temple, Tucson (17); Biltmore, 

A. (19-22). 

“Bloomer Girl” 
Toronto (160-22) 

“Blossom Time” American, St 
Louis (10-15); Palace. Rockford (17); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (18); Para- 
mount, Waterloo (19): Orpheum, 
Davenport (20); Aud., Des Moines 
(21); Music Hall, K.C. (22). 

“Born Yesterday"—Erlanger, Chi 
(10-22) 

“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost. 
(10-15): Erlanger, Buff. (17-22) 

“Dear Ruth”’—Parkway, Madison 
(10): Parkway. Fondulac (11); Aud., 
St. Paul (13-15): Shubert-Lafayette, 
Det. (17-22). 

“Eagle Has Two Heads”—Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (10-15). 

“Hamlet”’—Aud., Louisville (10- 
11): Aud., Nashville (12); Aud., 
Evansville (13): Aud., Memphis (14- 


Royal Alex.. 


15): Aud.. Little Rock (17); Temple, | 


Birmingham (18-19); Aud., Mont- 
gomery (20): Bijou, Knoxville (22). 
“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (10-22). 
“Heartsong”—Wilbur. Bost. (10- 
15): Walnut, Philly (17-22). 
“Heyday” — Shubert, N. 
| (13-15): Wilbur, Bost. (17-22). 
| “Eute Song” — Studebaker, Chi. 

1 (10-22). 
| “Magnificent Yankee”—Iowa, Ce- 
| dar Rapids (10); Radio, Des Moines 


Haven 


/ (11); Omaha, Omaha (12); Music | 
Hall. K. C. (13-15); Geary, Frisco | 


(19-22). 
| “Meon for the Misbegotten”—Cass, 
Det. (10-22). 
“Oklahoma”’—Music Hall, Houston 
(10-15): Texas, San A.atonio (17-22). 
“Pygmalion”—Belasco, L. A. (17- 
22). 
San Carle Opera Co.—Opera House, 
Frisco (10-14). 
“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
(10-22). 
“State of the Union”—Nixon, Pitt 
(10-22). 
“State of the Union” — Hanna, 
Cleve, (10-15); Aud., Cincy (17-22). 
“Student Prince”’—Curran, Frisco 
(10-22). 
“Ten O'Clock Scholar” — Geary, 
Frisco (10-22). 
“The Fatal 
Wash. (10-22). 
“The Glass Menagerie”— Plymouth, 
Bost. (10-22). me 
" Glass Menagerie” — Met. 
Seatite (10); Royal Victoria, Vic- 
toria (11-12); Mayfair, Portland (13- 
115): Metropolitan, Seattle (17-20); 
Strand, Vancouver (21-22). 
“The Greatest of These”’—Selwyn, 
Chi. (10-22). 
“The Iceman 
Balto (17-22). 
“The Red Mill”—Shubert, | Philly 
(10-15); Shubert, Bost. (17-22). 
“The Vagabond King” — Masonic 
Aud.. Detroit (10-16). 


Weakness” — Nat'l, 


Cometh” 


house, Wil. (14-15); Hanna, Cleve. 
(17-22). 
“Three to Make Ready”: -~Black- 
» Chi. (10-22). 
snp Sag Park” —Aud.. are 
ford (10-15); Shubert, N. Haven (1/ 
a Michigan 
“Voi the Turtle”’—Michigan, 
Mi ong “10): Michigan, Jackson 
(11): Bijou, Battle Creek (12); — 
Kalamzoo (13); Parkway, ea, 
§ (74-15); American, St. Louis (17- 


' 


Stage crews, ranks of 
stresses, etc. 


Ford's, | 


“The Whole World Over’—Play- | 
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| ‘Union’ Strons 266, D. C. 


Washington, March 11. 

“State of the Union,” with the 
| Chicago cast headed by _ Erin 
| O’Brien-Moore, Neal Hamilton and 
James Rennie, wound up its three- 
| week stint at the National with over 
| $75,000 in the till. Take for the finai 
| week alone was $26,000, topping first 
| two semesters. 

| “Fatal Weakness,” the Ina Claire 
Starrer, bowed in Monday (10) night 
for the usual two-week run, with 
Theatre Guild bringing in “Iceman” 
March 24 for a fortnight. 


Soldier’ $27,000 
Heartsong’ $6,000, 


Mister’ 236, Hub 


Boston, March 11 
Heartsong,”” debuter at he Wil- 
didn’t fare too well at the hands 
ot the crix and failed to make a bid 
| first week here. “Chocolate Soldier 
| however 
‘Barefoot Boy With Cheek” tees 
off at the Colonial tonight (11) 


others ahead being “The Red Mill 
at the Shubert (17). “Heyday” 


bur (31) 

Estimates for Last Week 
“Call Me Mister,” Shubert 1,590 

$4.80) 

estimated $23.000. Fir 

phenomenal run 


1923 of 29 weeks is current. 


“Chocolate Soldier,” Colonial (1,- 
Second and final week 


500: $4.20). 
of this local hit jumped to esti- 
mated $27,000, SRO. “Barefoot Boy 
With Cheek’ here now. but “Choco- 
late Soldier” could have stayed an- 
other month 

“Glass Menagerie,” Plymouth (1,- 
200; $3.60). Second week fine $19.- 
000, estimated. Final week is cur- 
rent 

“Heartsong,” Wilbur (1,200: $3.60). 
Never caught on ‘ollowing luke- 
warm notices, with estimated $6,000 
n.s.h. Final week current. 


‘Bloomer’ 2456, Mont’ 


Montreal, March 11. 


“Bloomer Girl” rang up a socko | 


$24,500 for week’s run at His Maj- 
esty’s, an 1,850-seater. with house 
scaled at $3.98 top. 

Well received by the press. 
‘Bloome.’ 14G (4), Spegflid. 

Springfield, Mass., March 11, 

“Bloomer Girl” now holds the 
Court Square house record. The 
three evening and one matinee per- 
formances here last week 
Playgoers’ auspices netted $14,126, 
after taxes. 

Record, made in a 1,500-seat house, 
was: all the more remarkable be- 
cause the local newspapers, strike- 


bound since Sept. 26, were not avail- | 


able for exploitation. 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 

“A Moon for the Misbegotten” was 
a little woebegotten at the Nixon 
last week, doing only around $16,000 
lat $4.20, stiffest._top the town has 
had in some time for a non-musical. 
At that, new Eugene O'Neill play 
was lucky it came here under sub- 
scription auspices, otherwise _ it 
would have done a terrific nosedive. 
| As it was. window sale was pretty 
| grim, due to critical and civic blast- 
ings. , 

“State of Union” ‘(Coast company) 
opened two-week engagement last 
night (Mon.) to big advance 


‘YANKEE’ 186, ST. LOO 


St. Louis. Mareh 11. 
Although the crix were divided 
in their reviews and the burg was 
| beset with almost continuous snow, 
“The Magnificent Yankee,” with 
| Louis Calhern in the top role, wound 
up a profit-taking one-week stand at 


the American Saturday (8). The | 


1.700-seat house, scaled to $3.66, 
grossed approximately $18,000. 

~ “Blessom Time” opened a one- 
week engagement at the American 
Sunday (9). 


‘WEAKNESS’ GOOD 166, BALTO 
Baltimore. March 11. 
Ina Claire in “The Fatal Weak- 
ness,” in as the fourth of five plays 
slated under American Theatre So- 
ciety-Guild subscriptions, came 
through nicely at Ford's last week 
with a goodly $16.000 Was 
Town is currently dark with “The 
Iceman Cometh” set to open on 
March 17. 


‘Park’ Peak 24G, Buff. 
Buffalo, March 11 
J . ‘ ark” s *k pay 
“Up in Central Park" struck } 
dirt at the Erlanger all last week. 
attracting peak newspaper notices 
and season's banner biz. , 
aAt $3.60 marker it climbed to king- 
size $24,000 despite blizzard opening 
day. 


at the 
Wilbur same night; “Tenting To- 
night” at the Plymouth (25) and 
“Message for Margaret” at the Wil- 


Jumped bac} 14t) veek to 
al week of this 
longest musical 
run since initial “Rose Marie” in 


under | 


; week like most others; storm re- 


| one night and takings were around | 
| 
' 


| notices, mostly on the doubtful side: 


Weather, Taxes Cramp Bway Biz; 
Earnest’ 22G, Ist Week; ‘Jack 76; 
Parlor’ 746 in 7; Three Shows Out 


Legit show attendance sagged fur- | Dipped further as expected with 
ther last week. First two days were !takings approximating $8,500. Said 
| affected because another snowstorm |to make some profit at that level. 
| ener March in and _ thereafter “Years Ago,” Mansfield (14th 
federal income tax returns occupied | wo, ’ . 7° gag 
| the attention of a considerable ae week) | (C-1,001; $4.80). Ea ed off, 
I with last week’s pace around $17.- 


centage of playgoers Deadline is ggo-: «: : +t: 
|Saturday (15) and it is likely that 000; said to aaa 


better business will be had next 
“The Imporance of Being Ear- 


week, unless Lent is more a deter- 
rent than recent seasons Ad- mest,” Royale (C-1,025: $4.80). After 





vance sales to and including Holy | getting a fine press, Wilde play with 
Week indicate an uptur to come John Gielgud drew capacity first 
Current week set week approximated $22,000 


Brigadoor nor- “The Chocolate Soldier,” Centurv 
too (M-1,.712: $4.80) Presented by J. H. 


mous advance sale Bowing in 
are “Chocolate Soldier” and Maurice | Bel Bondio and MHans~ Bartsch 


Chevalier, solo The Importance of score by Oscar Strauss; book by 
Boing Earne , hailec veek , Rudolph Bernauer and Leopold 
put Parlor S a doubtful Jacobson: big out of town ODE 
pre Rey . a ” Jack” jis tonight (12) 

diawing disappointi1 business “Burlesque,” Belasco (lith week) 


Closing this week are “The Iceman | ‘(C-1,077; $4.80). Faring very well 
Cometh,” “Yellow Jack” and “Pres- and rated amony the revival win- 
ent Laughter.” ners; pace approximated $20.000 
Estimates for Last Week again 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama). “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), , (21st week) (C-1,064; $4.20) Has 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) eased off with field, but making ex- 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (6th week) | cellent showing and well out in 
(D-1,095; $4.80). Did very well again | front; $15,500 estimated 


Oy approximating the same takings “Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 

as previous week: around $16.500 (22d week) (CD-1,096: $4.80) An- 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial other week te go before starting on 

(43d week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Attrac- | tour; and also made good; picked up 

tion's i} high lemand except fo. t¢ $16,500 

standees not affected in a offish “Sweethearts,” Shubert (Sth 


going; bettered the $45.000 level week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Somewhat 

“Another Part of: the Forest,” Ful- | affected by weather early last week 
ton (16th week) (D-968: $4.80). | but excellent takings approximated 
Slipped like many others: last week | $29,000 

with the gross around $14,000: is on “Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (4th 
velvet with production paid oft week) (D-865; $4.80). Hasn't caught 

“Beggar's Holiday,” Broadway (llth | On, as indicated by count around 
i week) (M-1,900: $4.80) Has been | $8,500; sponsors plan continuance, 
slipping; listed to play until March | however. 

29 and then to Chicago: $20,500 “Yellow Jack,” International (D- 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (58th | 1,172; $4.80). First full week ap- 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Exceptional | PrOximated only $7,000; will sto 
laugh play hardly ever deviates from | Saturday (15); house dark unti 
| capacity, which is close to $21.000 “Alice In Wonderland” opens 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld ‘(M-1,626: ADDED 

Srecented hy Chery! Craw . ‘ 

od: tien Gua te . i Maurice Chevalier, Miller. One- 
Lerner: music by Frederick I oewe SUES ee a eee, wae, tas 
teat ak tmmadios deen Geamine ot nightly and one matinee on Satur- 
miere, with out-of-town business in- day; opened Monday (10); $4.80 top. 
dicating a good thing; $6 top applies 
Friday and Saturday; opens tomor- \¢ 
row (Thurs.). 


° b 
“Call Me Mister,” National (47th | a 00n MG 
week) (R-1,104: $6). GI revue still | 


one of the top draws but eased 4 


off | 
| last week for first time; $30,500. > bd | ba 
| “Carousel.” Majestic (99th week) | é 5 
| (M-1,667; $6 ). Long stayers are | 2 ) 
| likely to be affected in offish periods | 
‘Ann 1G Phill 





and that goes for this one: $25,000. | 
| “Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street | 
(9th week) (M-1,319; $6). One of | 
the exceptions, with standees aug- | 
menting the takings at all times; | 


$42,000. Philadelphia, March 11, 
| “Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst “Brigadoon” took the s i 
potlight 
(19th week ) (CD-1,160; $4.80). | away from the “Red Mill” revival 


Among the comedies favored from | here ] rj 
| 1ere last week. In fact, with all the 
| the start but dipped to $28,000 last | musical smashes Philly has had this 
week; dark first half this week due to | season, “Brigadoon” proved to be 
Helen Hayes laryngitis. | tops as far as standees and turnaways 
| “Harvey,” 48th St. (123d week) (C- | were concerned. In its second and 
920; $4.20). Visitors to town still go- | final week at the Forrest. show didn’t 
ing for laugh show which holds to | have a vacant seat at any of the eight 


| highiy profitable gait: $16,000 esti- | 
| mated. performances, It got nearly $34,000 


: /and would have soared far more if 
“Icetime,” Center (38th week) (R- | ; ma yet § 
2,994; $2.40). Slated into spring and . had aes been ° ATS subscription.- 
| after layoff will again be a summer |. The Red Mill” was still great, in 
| attraction; ice revue around $29,000. | jts, fifth week at the Shubert with 
| “Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (16th | $33,900. Revival figures are zooming 
| week ) (D-1,331: $4.80). Drawing re- | again in this, its fifth local week, with 
/peaters right along and business |" Musical opposition, “Anna Lu- 
| holds to capacity-plus proportions: | Casta went up decisively in its llth 
lover $32,500. | week at the Locust, to get a solid 
| “John Loves Mary,” Booth (5th | $13,000. It’s currently im its final 
week) (C-712: $4.80). Successful | Stanza—12 weeks constituting a 

| winter entry should score goodly | three-season longrun record. 
run; slipped a bit last week to $17,- | “Bathsheba,” with James Mason 
| 500. : : ; % <a making his American stage debut. 
“Life With Father,” Bijou (379th | opened a two weeks’ stay at the 
| week) (C-613; $3.60). Off early last | Forrest last night (10) with a terrifie 
advance sale, including a mail order 
business almost unprecedented. Bib- 
lical piece is in for two weeks and 
will do very big biz regardless of 
crix or firstnight comments. 


| flected in dip to around $8.000. 
“QO Mistress Mine.” Empire (44th 
week) (CD-1,082: $4.80). Affected | 


$23,000; great for play that suspended 
twice. 


“Oklahoma!”, St. James (204th ?P mali ? 306 ° 
| week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Not surpris- yg on ’ Frisco, 


ing for musical record-maker to dip | ‘Scholar’ Bad $11,000 


;now and then but it always makes | 
San Francisco, March 11, 


|} money: $23,500 
“Parlor Story,” 
week) (C-920: $4.20). Fay Bainter and Thomas Mitchel. 
| starring in “Ten O'Clock Scholar” 
at the 1,550-seat Geary, hit a poor 
second week's gross of $11,000. 
“Pygmalion” concluded its four- 
week run at the 1,776-seat Curran 
with a fine gross of $30,000. “The 
Student Prince,” a Shubert Produe- 
tion, opened at the Curran Sun- 
day (9). 





Biltmore’ (Ist 
Drew mixed | 


areund $7 500 in first seven times 
| “Present Laughter,” Plymouth | 
| (M-1,063: $4.40). Final and 20th 
; week: eased off to around $12.500 
| about even break. “Eagle Has Two 
Heads” in next week 

“State of the Union.” Hudson 
(69th week) (CD-1.057: $4.80). Some 
fluctuation but stiJ] big and netting 
plenty moola: $23.500 

“Street Scene,” Adelphi (9th 
| week) (M-1,434: $6) Broadwayvites 
| figured this musical to slide but still = 
very profitable: last week around Friendly notices, coupled with a 
$30 500 substantial advance, shoved preem 
“The Iceman Cometh.” Beck (D-1.. @! “Barefoot Boy” into the SRO 
213: $5.40). Final and 23rd week: Class at Shubert last week (5-8). 
closing announcements didn't help Four-day stand, five performances, 
much: $14,500 House goes dark | * $4.20 top, pulled a stupendous es- 
briefly. to open with “Barefoot Boy “mated $21,000 
With Cheek.” Another breakin unfurls here this 

“The Voice of the Turtle.” Mo- week, with “Heyday” on deck fer 
rosco (152d week) ‘(C-939- $3.60). last half (13-15). 


‘Boy’ Smart 20G, N. H. 


New Haven. March 11. 
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Drama Returns to Church, Proving 
Its Worth As Religious Offspring 





By ED &UTSHING 
Los Angeles, March ll. | 


The prodigal son has returned to. 
the bosom of the family and may | 
well turn out to be one of the fair- 
haired boys. In other words, the) 
theatre, after wandering into some} 
devious pathways during the past 
400 years, has returned to the church, 
bringing along the trappings of 
modern theatre writing and produc- | 
tion. It is not a _ sterile, fatuous | 
drama, either; rather it packs all the | 
dramatic dynamite needed _ for 
popular consumption with the teach- 
ings demanded for inculcation by 
the church. 

“If The Light Be Darkness” is the 
title of the play being offered here 
during Lenten season, initially by 
the First Congregational Church of | 
Los Angeles and then in other local 
parishes. The play is set within the | 
church proper and is played in front 
of the altar, employing only such 
props as a piano and public address 
system, with lighting effects and | 
sound tracks employed offstage. 

Play, by Phyllis Benbow Beards- 
ley, is, in classification, a morality 
play, teaching the story of man’s 
fight with the devil. However, the) 
latter is no fugitive from ‘‘Faust” or | 
a brimstone-breathing Beelzebub in 
red tights, cloven hooves and forked | 
tail. Instead, the devil is represented | 
as the portion of man that, through 
ignorance and lassitude, fails to de- 
velop any spirituality. 

Briefly the story concerns a choir- 
master and composer who has been 
discharged from the Army after 
four years as a psychiatric case. Be- 
lieving in Christianity with a deep 
fervor, the young man had gone to 
war and had been disturbed. by the 
difficulties in the Holy Land. He 
points out that the people are still 
living as they had in the time of 
Jesus Christ, yet, by their actions, | 
they would still crucify Him, al-| 
though claiming to follow His teach- 
ings. In returning .to his congrega- | 
tion, the choir-master sees the false- 
ness of his own congregation, which | 
regularly, but is | 


goes to church 
still too imbued with material things | 
to care about developing a true 
spiritual side. 

He seeks out a girl choir member 
and the minister and asks them to 
exhort the’ churchgoers. Both of | 
them realize the truth of what the 
young man asks but are not strong 
enough to move the congregation. 
It is only after the boy leaves for- 
ever, the minister is moved to speak. 
Suddenly, the audience watching 
the play becomes the congregation 
of the church. The minister tries to 
de#iver a sermon but fails, conclud- 
ing with merely ... “I have no ser- 
mon for you. All I ask is that each 
one of you looks irito his own heart.” 

The message, punching dramatic- 
ally as it does at the finish, is un- 
mistakeable. It is a lesson, not only 


afl types of worship. It points up the 
one fact that the letter of the religion 
of not always the spirit. 

Lighting fadeouts, use of the 
church choir and organ, both for 
integral parts of the play as well 
as background scoring, plus the set- 
ting of the play within the church | 
itself are sound dramatics. Acting 
by a cast of four: Jane Bjerr, | 
Charles Oglesby, Aylsworth Klei- | 
hauer and John Cuthbertson, is of 
professional calibre. Production by 
Alyce de la Vergne and music by 
Warren Martin stands up to the best 
in staging by professionals. In short, 
the entire offering has none of the 
usual blight of amateurishness, 
which might have impaired the story 
and the lesson. Plan is now to put 
the play on, not only in Los Angeles 
area, but to offer it to the Federa- 
tion of Christian Churches through- 
out the country. 

Bringing such an offering back 
to the church represents not only a 
wholesome countenancing of drama 
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by religion, but takes some of the 
onus from the theatre, which has 
been in none too good grace with 
churches since Elizabethan times. 
This return of the “bad boy” of the 
arts to its cradle is not only a healthy 
sign, but is an indication that the 
delinquent has grown up and is 
able now, in his own way, to help 
out around the house. 


Barefoot Boy With 
Cheek 


New Haven, March 5. 


George Abbott production of musical com- 
edly in two cts, 15° scenes, production 
| stuged by George Abbott Features Nancy 
Walker, Billy Redfield, Red Buttons Book, 
| Max Shulman; music, Sidney Lippman; 
Ivrics, Sylvia Dee; scenery and lighting, Jo 
Mielzinet choreography, Richard Barstow; 
costumes, Alvin Colt; vocal arrangements, 
| Hugh Martin: orchestrations, Philip Lang; 
musical director, Milton Rosenstock, Opened 


at Shubert, New Haven, March 5, '47; $4.20 
top. 

OS By | Ae ee ree e Red. Buttons 
Roger Hailfellow..........-. Jack Williams 
A ee ot PRR PC Tee ee Bern Murphy 


|} Charlie Convertible............ Loren Welch 


Pemeene <3.4 chasdaaes as8 del Patrick Kingdon 


Asa. Hearthrug..... ++....-Billy Redfield 


Kino Fflliikkiinnenn....... Benjamin Miller 
Wapeene Qmtiees is iss céecan Billie Lou Watt 
Cothilde Pfefferkorn........ .Ellen Hanley 
Yetta Samovar reeeeees Nancy Walker 
Professor Schultz .-Philip Coolidge 


Peggy Hepp .. Shirley Van 
Kermit McDermott ve 
Boris Fiveyearplan.......... 
Playwright -+++-.Martin Sameth 
Bartender... ceeeccescece.ss-dames Lane 
Muskie Pike............@...Tommy Farrell 
-Harris Gondell 
...Nathaniel Frey 


Second Band Member... 

It’s questionable whether “Barefoot | 
Boy” will reach the smash class, but | 
it should stick around a while as 
good entertainment. The fact that it 
is pretty much of a standard campus 
musical may well be an item in its 
favor, in competing by contrast with 
such unorthodox tune shows as 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” “Street Scene” 
and “Brigadoon.” “Boy” is cut to the 
somewhat familiar pattern of col- 
legiate co-ed concoctions but it di- 
gresses from that pattern enough to 
make it interesting in the main. It’s 
a potential candidate for celluloidia 
clicking, 

There will be those who will label 
it a second edition of Abbott’s “Best 


| Foot Forward.” Actually, the prin- 


cipal analogy rests in the similar 
background of youthful zest that 
comprises a major portion of cam- 
pus life. Production, which opened 


| to an extremely smooth preem, boasts 


plenty of snap and dash, coupled with 


| a freshness of talent which, while not 


outstanding individually, adds up to 
a good diversion score. No doubt cer- 
tain members of this cast will go on 
from here to bigger things. 

Book, which is Max Shulman’s 
libretto baptism, introduces com- 
munism on the campus as a satirical 
prop for some good comedy. The idea 
is elaborated in both song and ballet, 
with amusing results. Basically, the 
theme is the traditional one of the 
shy guy from the sticks who triumphs 
over the campus blowhard, mean- 
while getting himself romantically 
entangled with three co-eds. Per se, 
the book can be filed in the “Plots- 
We'’ve-Had-Before” cabinet, but it 
serves well as a good framework for 
the song and dance complementary 
elements of the production. Dialog 
contains some wit sparklers and 
major laugh sequences are capably 
scripted. 

Score represents versatile writing, 
on nifty notes and neat phrasing 
alike. Spanning the scale from rous- 
ing college chorals to a lilting lul- 
laby, tunesmithing has forged a 
pleasing lineup for vocal as well as 
instrumental reproduction. Unfortu- 
nately, singing of the ditties is weak 
in the solo field, with exception of 
femme lead, but comes up strong in 
ensembles. “I Knew I’d Know” tops 
the romantic numbers: “Lots of 
Things You Can Do With Two,” and 
“Till Turn a Little Cog” are good 
comedy tunes; “Alice in Boogieland” 
is a first-act heater-upper; “Story of 
Carrot” is the appealing lullaby; 
“After Graduation Day” rates on its 
ballad Merits. 

Choreography on the avhole has 
caught the student spirit. There’s a 
lot of action in the group numbers. 
reflecting typical youthful abandon 
of script background. A Russian me- 
chanical ballet is particularly good. 
Although individual terp spots are 
given a fling, as yet.no solo standout 
has been developed in this depart- 
ment. 

Once again, Abbott stands forth as 
a refutation of the theory that it 
takes names to put a show across. 
His present troupe, some of whom 
are virtually cutting their show teeth 
on this particular musical rattle. 
gives a good account of itself. Nancy 
Walker, as top featured member, re- 
peats the click she registered in prior 
efforts. As Yetta Samovar, femme 
commy, she garners laughs via dia- 
log. action and song. It’s a good 
role for her and she takes care of it. 

Billy Redfield’s naivete is just what 
the male lead calls for, and Red But- 
tons fits as a fraternity membership 








solicitor. Others rating mention are 


--»-Jerry Austen ! 
Solen Burry | 





Ellen Hanley, top solo vocalist of the 
troupe; Philip Coolidge, laugh-get- 
ting professor; Billie Lou Watt. so- 
cial-climbing romanticist: Shirley 
Van, dancing co-ed; Jack Williams, 
frat president; Jerry Austen, campus 
loudmouth; Tommy Farrell, small- 
time bandleader; Loren Welch, var- 
sity vocalist; Benjamin Miller, numb- 
skull football hero; Solen Burry, 
campus publication editor. 

Technically, production seems to 
have built a satisfactory array of 
visual assets without too high a budg- 
et. Sets are comparatively simple but 
derive added novelty values through 
a moving central platform which 
rolls various scenes into place. Said 
to be first instance of this partic- 
ular mechanical setup, with rollers 
inverted on tracks rather than on 
moving sections. 

Flash is the motif for costumes. 
with bright colors combining. with 
trick patterns to give full play to col- 
legiate outfits. 
| Abbott's staging has provided an 
} ace first act that runs about 80 min- 
| utes with few dull segments. This 
;record is not maintained in second 
| frame, last half of this stanza in par- 
| ticular requiring brightening. It 





| Should be accomplished in show’s | 


three-week road span prior to Broad- 








way. Bone. 
| 
Bathsheba 
Princeton, March 7. 
Maximilian Becker and Lee K. Holland 
presentation, in assn. with Sylvia Fried- 
lander, of play by Jacques Deval. Stars 
James Mason. Siaged by HKobert H. Gor- 
don; settings, costumes and lighting by 
Stewart Chaney. Production supervised by 
Miss Friedlande: Opened at McCarter, 
Princeton, March 1, °47; $8 top. 
| Gershoum vi : .Martin Ashe 
|} Hiram ; +e+-+-Carleton Scott Young 
Rs ads | ee eb ce , Rusty Lane 
Manasseh. ode ietesdéees Paul Donah 
Ss fa bana dsiveiebicakes. Hildy Parks 
SIMMS 1 4 00d 9-< Sonia gwd ke --Phil Arthur 
| Niziah ceccrscecccsosocces ss kenore Rae 
ALOUSAIR 6.510% <b v0 18s cence ss sO Zohar 
SONGS: ssralclb bs so ehu tehio us. co James Mason 
cowie OEE TEP ...Horace Brabham 
Obram... ..-Michael Sivy 
| Nathan teeeevesceeeees  HOMAS Chalmers 
MOROMMAE F565 6 ocidectc.: eed ee heerer 
OE ss has 6 Ritaam Ohed cis .Joseph Tomes 
ENON ed 55.45 30) di dlee eek Pamela Kellino 
SONS Soy bé Ss Shade ee ce Patricia Robbins 
Pr ae ae Jane Middleton 
See ee ayo: eb Seo Rarbira Brooks 
EPP Seep ee ae -Lenka Peterson 
Lady-in-Waiting........ ..Vega Keane 


Messenger. . veces Christopher Smith 


For sheer artistry of performance 
there have been few in recent sea- 
sons to match, or even approach, the 
compelling magic of James Mason in 
“Bathsheba.” Its premiere here gave 
every indication of a moneymaker— 
just as long as Mason Stays with it. 
It’s definitely his package all along 
the line; so long as he has it under 
his actorial wing it will draw. And 
this despite the story’s Biblical back- 
ground which may be, for many, a 
deterrent factor, especially as a film 
prospect. 

Although slow-paced and garrulous 
in its start, once “Bathsheba” gets 
rolling under the spell of Mason and 
in a superlatively effective exterior 
by Stewart Chaney, it is a delight. 
Fears for its limited appeal are some- 
what brushed away as the story un- 
folds. There is little doubt that the 
star, with his grace, compelling 
charm, lyrical speaking voice and 
completely poised assurance will jus- 
tify all advance praise that has been 
spoken for him: his mastery of the 
exacting role of King David leaves 
little, if anything, to be desired. 

Much credit for the smoothness 
should go to the staging of Robert 
H. Gordon (who withdrew from di- 
rectorial chores after the premiere); 
the supervision of newcomer Sylvia 
Friedlander, and most certainly the 
dazzlingly effective King’s terrace set 
and its deft lighting by Chaney. 

Jacques Deval’s script, like his 
“Tovarich” of seasons ago, has mel- 
ody in its wordage and many strik- 
ingly beautiful passages which the 
strong cast, with few exceptions, 
makes the most of. It’s Deval’s ver- 
sion of the story of King David, sur- 
feited with the beauteous charmers 
of the palace ensemble, who falls in 
love with and seduces Bathsheba, 
wife of Uriah. The latter, a youthful 
officer returning from battle, is so 
staunch in his loyalty to King David 
that he naively refuses to believe 
the latter when he blandly confesses 
intimacies with Bathsheba and their 
plans for deception. Whereupon Da- 
vid, conscience-strtcken lest he fur- 
ther humiliate so unwavering a fol- 
lower, arranges for Uriah to be killed 
in battle during a siege of a city. 

With a two weeks’ polishing pe- 
riod, especially the pacing of the tent 
scenes, producers Becker, Holland 
and Friedlander should have a high- 
rating parcel to unwrap in Manhat- 
tan, 

At the opening the major weak spot 
was, Oddly enough, portrayal of the 
title role by Pamela Kellino (Mrs. 
Mason). Quite inarticulate in many 
important scenes, her lines were 
scarcely understandable beyond the 
front rows: she lacked the sparkle, 
warmth and seductiveness one ex.- 
pects from this historic lady of bou- 
doir charms. 

Outstanding in support are Thomas 
Chalmers as the high priest Nathan, 
whose admonishments fall on un- 
mindful ears; Phil Arthur as the un- 
falteringly trustful Uriah: Hildy 
Parks as Shari; Horace Braham as 
Ghazil; Maud Scheerer as Hanoufati; 
Patricia Robbins as Sourahk; Jane 
Middleton as Micale, and Barbara 
Brooks as Bahila. 

But it is largely Mason’s spellbind- 











Plays on 


Parlor Story 


Paul Streger production of comedy in 
three acts by William McCleery, Features 
Walter Abel, Edith Atwater. Staged py 
Rretaigne Windust: set by Raymond So- 
vey: costumes by Blanca Stroock. At Bilt- 
more, N. Y¥., March 4, 47; $4.20 (36 open 
ing night). 


Marian Burnett...........- . Edith Atwater 
PDE is < cos + hieecess 0s 400 d0.e 6) ecg. Toe 
Charles Burnett.........+..0.- Walter Abel 
2 ee eae Pret eee Carol Wheeler 
oe Bo. SR ere ee Richard Noyes 
PR Pres Ay Te are Frank Wilcox 
RON. 5 5 5% Kone bseabb Css Dennis King Jr. 
MR: WOMEN cS bcveticcieded Dorothy Eaton | 
Governor Sam Bright........... Paul Huber 
eee CROW vias 6 E85 06500 sncaaee Royal Beal 





“Parlor Story” needs a bedroom, 
bath or some other hyp» to pull it 
out of its rut. This is a comedy with 
all two few laughs; with long 
stretches of dreary talk dividing its 
few gags or humorous lines, and 
with too long a wait for a passable 
third act to make it worth the while. 
It will hardly “do for hardened 


}one of his bright pupils wrote 


}on marriage and sex. 


—— 


Broadway 


into something appealing with 
fine moments in the last act 
play’s best), but it’s not 
enough to weigh the scales 
ably. A good deal of . the dialog 
seems irrelevant and far-fetched: 
the discussions of sex, divorce. de. 
mocracy, yellow journalism, Politics 
whatnot cover far too much ground: 
and the characters drawn seem im- 
plausible, unreal. The parlor gets 
very overcrowded, indeed. ; 

The story concerns a former news- 
paper editor, now a college profes- 
sor of journalism, who yearns to be 
university president, ‘An unscru- 
pulous publisher who wants the 
prof back on his sheet tries to keep 
him out of the prexy’s job by threat- 
ening to “expose” the prof because 
a 
paper editorial 
he prof’s wife 
tries to win the governor’s aid in the 
matter of the prexy post through her 


some 

(the 
nearly 
favor. 





smartalecky college 





Broadway. 

The play is slow and talky | 
throughout, while in its ramblings 
the discussion tries to take in every- 
thing from fashions to fascism. The 
occasional neat dialog does flo'ver 





ing that will keep this entry spin- | 
ning. Even the morally captious will 
find his David so beguiling, they'll 
happily string along with him, right 


| 
or wrong. Kane. 
| 
‘ 
Love In the City 
Cleveland, March 2. 
Cleveland Play House production (bs 
rangement with Byron McGrath) of comedy 
In three acts (six scenes) by Victor Wolf- 
son, Direeted by K. Elmo Lowe: get by 


Kdward Hearn. Opened e@te. day. House, 
Cleveland, Feb. 28, '47, 

LRUCRY BOTW: « oc iccas Frederic MoConnell 
Matilde Sorgum............ Harriet Brazier 
BO MNNUE S Fon 608 eke wic tel ..Carl Santa 
Mr. M'Grath.. .Jesse Holman 
Flora M’Grath -Adeline Hiatt 
Adele M’Grath......ce.:.. Eleanor Persche 
on re ae Ruth Feather 
NORE MMO Cécd vice cdckcks George Grimm 
eg A Re ae -+++-Elizabeth Ayers 
Mr. Linder. teeeeeeees Walter Thomson 
Se FS eee Dorothy Pasch Steiner 
Mr. Dangler 1 ere ..+.-Fred Vacha 
Frieda Danegter tr eteeeeesesess. 1 Oils Kuntz 


Back-yard Singer......0+... john Beeman 
Rusty Magoon.......... es+-.. Burt French 
CPRPOSRUMMG Ss Sik dns oréce teeeees Noel Leslie 
Salvatore D’Amico........... -.+»-Max Ellis 





Victor Wolfson’s new Play virtu- 
ally follows the same format he used 
in “Excursion” about 10 years ago, 
and with the same results. He again 
bites off too big a mouthful by 
attempting to merge earthy tene- 
ment-section comedy and a saga of 
frustrated young love with fantasy 
and a social sermon deploring the 
dishonesty of the human race, 

Brooklyn-born: author catches 
some of the color, movement and 
heartbeat of his birthplace but he 
blends his ingredients crudely. Sim- 
ple emotional reactions of his broad- 
ly-sketched eccentric characters have 
as much a synthetic ring as the 
vague symbolism of play. 

Rather naive little romance set in 

a treeless Brooklyn park ambles 
around a dreamy butcher-boy, who 
needs $300 to buy a boathouse livery 
in Sheepshead Bay, and his impa- 
tient girlfriend who threatens to be- 
come a dance-hall hostess unless he 
earns more moola. Caught by cops 
trying to loot the till, lad almost al- 
lows himself to be railroaded into a 
marriage with boss’ vixenish daugh- 
ter to solve his headaches. 
_ Boy-girl troubles, in which ideal- 
istic angle needs to be strengthened, 
merely serve asa clothespole to sup- 
port social indignations of the greedy 
oldsters. They gang up on the lad, 
when he is made executor of $3,000 
estate left by an old poetic street- 
singer, who wanted it spent on a 
park statue dedicated to the memory 
of all nameless, unknown people. 
Youth’s chiseling father has statue 
made of plaster which. like most 
things based on deceit. promptly falls 
apart under first rainstorm. ‘ 

That's what Wolfson endeavored to | 
express but his symbolical dramatics 
are machine-made and pretty hokey. 
Nebulous climax wherein honesty 
miraculously blooms in hearts of in- 
dignant citizens, who strike silly 
poses of ecstasy when they hear an- 
gelic music emiting from a rebuilt 
legit monument, is dreadfully ham- 
my in fantasy. It will have to be 
sliced and recooked considerably by 
Byron McGrath, new Broadway pro- 
ducer, who says he plans to stage 
play in New York. 

McGrath, one time member of 
Play House’s acting staff, collabo- 
rated with K. Elmo Lowe in staging 
tryout here. Performances on sec. 
ond night were still overdrawn, in- 
dicating that several overwritten 
roles will have to be revamped. 

Role of the crooked sculptor who | 
eventually reforms, played bombas- 
tically and with libelous Italian ac- 
cent by Max Ellis, is a major weak 
point. Frederic McConnell theatre 
director making one of his rare 
stage appearances, keys his portrait 
of the incorrigible father more ac- 
curately, Harriet Brazier, best as 
his wife, actually is dramatist’s main 
mouthpiece in sounding his plea for 
more honesty in this imperfect 
world. Dialog is generally crisp and 
amusingly tangy. Given more sin- 





cerity, realism and a more plausible 
Climax, there’s some hope for this 
Pull. 





comedy, 





| young looking to be editor of 


| series, the 


| makes a fire in it despite protesta- 


former sorority relations with 
governor's wife, 

Some politics, more chicanery, sey. 
eral lectures on young love, sex and 
the démocratic way of life are fur- 
ther involved, as the prof finally 
gets his coveted post. ; 

Walter Abel, who always does a 
nice job when given half a chance, 
gives a persuasive portrayal as the 
prof. Edith Atwater is charming 
and witty as his loyal wife. Paul 
Huber, as the B0vernor, and Roval 
Beal, as the publisher, do well’ in 
their parts, but come close to cari- 
cature frequently, entirely through 
fault of playwright or director. This 

ing 


the 


is particularly true of Dennis Kin 

Jr, aS a gun-happy state trooper, 
RichardeNeyes; even though far too 
a col- 
lege paper, handles the role of a 
cocksure youth with surprising skill 


}and assugance. Joan Vohs and Carol 


Wheeler’ are an attractive Pair 
the prof’s daughters. 

Raymond Sovey’s set has the 
charm and authenticity of a mid- 
west college town parlor. Bretaigne 
Windust’s direction seems hit-and- 
miss. Bron. 


as 





As We Forgive Our 


Debtors 

Experimental Theatre presx ntatton of 
lose Ferrer’s production of play in three 
acts by Tillman Breiseth. Staged by Ver- 
; rer; scenery and costumes, Carl Kent; 
| lighting, Herbert Brodkin. At Princess, 

N. Y., March 9, ‘47: $3 (subscription) 
Mrs. Torvik. te steeseeesees Mary Fletche, 
SO, MOORS b's 8s nak ¢ tables: . Sara Floyd 
Gullick Sturkelson........ -- Somer Alberg 
Molla Sturkelson. +eeee-- Jennetic Dowling 
Mr. Svensrud...... sseseeeses. Cyrus Staehle 
ecar Svenerud........cere. -Kenneth Tobey 
Agnet Benstad Foss.......... Sylvia Stone 
Chistina Benstad.... teercerees- JO¥Ce Rong 


Odin Sturkelson William Lee 


Lars 4 Pee -+..d0e Ashley 
Gonda Sturkelson... Dorothea MacFarland 
<p-pigi Bbc, Ce ae Paul Ford 


_ a: a Ns . Graham Velsey 


For its third try in its five-play 
Experimental Theatre 
comes out of the clouds with “As 
We Forgive Our Debtors.” It’s an 
earthy opus with homespun charac- 
ters, entertaining in spots, draggy in 
others, which would need herculean 
working over before obtaining com- 
merical stature. However, direction 
by Jose Ferrer is expert and several 
of the cast register in good per- 
formances. ¥ 

Yarn is spun around a group of 
friendly-enemy relatives who gather 
in a Minnesota farmhouse to pay 
their last respects to their departed 
aunt. There is much speculation as 
to what the lady has left in an estate 


An avaricious niece, whose hus- 
band is beset by the charm of her 
younger sister, adds to the confusion. 
but at tag the younger gal gets most 
of the legacy, with the farm going to 
another niece and husband who had 
maintained it in the aunt’s declining 
years. Only cash’ left was $800 
cached in a parlor stove which gets 
burned when the meddlesome gal 


tions that the stove had not been 
used for years. 

Author has pitched most of the 
proceedings in a comedy vein and 
has achieved some laughs, but these 
are too widely spaced to count. on 
overall. 

Among outstanding performances 
are those of Paul Ford, as the town 
minister; Dorothy MacFarland, as 
the hoydenish sister; Sylvia Stone as 
the avaricious one, and Joe Ashley 
as her flirtatious husband. There 
are several other showy bits con- 
tributed by Somer Alberg, William 
Lee and Graham Velsey. Edba. 














LOOKING FOR A PRODUCER? 


500 Names and Addresses of Holly- 
wood and New York Producers, Mo- 
tion Picture Studios and Agents. 
Complete Prepaid ONLY 83. GUAK- 
ANTEED CORRECT, 


A. F. LIGOTTI, Dept. V 
509 Sth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.- 
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APARTMENT 


Yet, college grad, offers beautifully 
furnished 2-room mid-town apt, $93 
a month, maid service, new one or 
two-year lease, for job as assistant 
to- theatrical producer, company or 
general manager. Write Box 419. 
Variety, 154 West 46th St., New York 
lo We 
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Why Times Aided Daily Worker 

N. Y. Times, which recently lent 
The Daily Worker 16 tons of news- 
print, was hopped on by some of its 
yeaders—and by Walter Winchell, 
among others. The Times’ editorial 
answer: “We would remind them 
(the critics) of Voltaire’s ringing 
declaration of what free speech 
means in a democracy: ‘I disapprove 
of what you say, but I will defend to 
the death your right to say it.’ 

“We are not afraid of free discus- 
sion in the United States,’ the 
Times continued. “Nor are we in 
favor of using the Russian method of 
the Iron Curtain to prevent discus- 
sion. We think democracy in this 
country, is strong enough to with- 
stand any verbal blows that can be 
delivered against it by The Daily 
Worker, and we think that proof of 
this strength can best be provided by 
permitting The Daily 
keep on talking.” 





Toledo’s 22% Boosts 


Salafy increases of 22°) have been | I for 


given to 330 editorial, circulation, 
advertising, and business office em- 


ployees of the Toledo Blade and | line Delayed”; Dutton; $3.50). It 
Times under recommendations issued | a book written by guys and gals that 


by the Toledo Labor - Management- 
Citizens Committee. 


vertising employees after four years 

Company had' offered $78 a week 
for these classifications and 
Toledo Newspaper Guild had re- 
quested $85. Under the previous 
contract, minimum for these groups 
was $66. 


More Memphis Ad Space Cuts 

Cramped for newsprint again, the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal and 
Press-Scimitar have clipped another 
10% from the space available for 
amusement ad purposes. Reduction 
also applies in other fields. 

Nashville papers are in the same 
boat. Recent Saturday edition of 
the Nashville Banner was down to 
four pages, with no ads. 





Miss Thompson-Post Phfft 


Fundamental editor differences on 
the Palestine, German and Russian 
questions are reported to be the 
prime gause for the dropping of Dor- 
othy Thompson's column, “On the 
Record;” from the N. Y. Post. 

Official pretext for the yanking, 
after seven years, was stated by edi- 
tor T,. OQ. Thackrey to be a tight 
space situation. 





Owen Appt. gets 0. O. 


Much raising of eyebrows among 
Tories at the appointment of left- 
winger ex-Liberal Member of Par- 
liament Frank Owen to editorship 
of Lord Rothermere’s conservative 
London Daily Mail. For some 
months Owen has contributed signed 
articles to the Mail and has been 
deputized as editor. 


Owen was for many years white- 
haired boy of Lord Beaverbrook; 
wrote leaders in the Daily Express 
and was editor of the Beaver’s Eve- 
ning Standard. It was while he was 
there he wrote in 1940 ‘in co-au- 
thorship with Michael Foot) “Guilty 
Men,” a pamphlet lambasting Con- 
servative leaders who had been ap- 
peasers before the war. 

When Lord Mountbatten took over 

outh East Asia Command he moved 

wen from Royal Armoured Corps 
to run Seac. a daily, and Phoenix, a 
picture paper for the troops. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Owen 
was Grace Stewart, an American 
nitery artist. 





Where Was Earl] Wilson? 


Trial of “Forever Amber,” under 
new Massachusetts law making 
books rather than publishers or 
booksellers the defendants in cases 
involving censorship concluded in 
Boston last week in Suffolk superior 
court, Judge Frank J. Donahue de- 
clared book not obscene, in decision 
Monday (10), saying it had put him 
to sleep in 10 minutes. 

The prosecution, struggling to 
overcome the mass of evidence sup- 
plied by the defense from many of 
the nation’s top psychiatrists, edi- 
tors, writers, critics, librarians, edu- 
cators and physicians that “Amber” 
wouldn’t corrupt anybody, cited 70 
references to sexual intercourse, 39 
illegitimate pregnancies, seven abor- 
tions, 33 bedroom scenes, three ref- 
erences to birth control, 10 descrip- 
tions of women undressing, eight 
references to perversion, five refer- 
ences to miscarriage, five instanc 
of incest, 11 references to VD, 55 
blasphemous expressions, 13 passages 
ridiculing marriage and 40 passages 





| 
| 


|only in 


Worker to | 


“impossible of description.” 


There 
were SO many references to women’s 
bosoms and other anatomical parts, 
the prosecution said, he had not 
bothered to summarize them for the 
court. 














“Deadline Delayed” Plenty OK | 

As W. W. Chaplin, president of | 
the Overseas Press Club states in| 
his introduction, “.,.Every reporter, 
and perhaps particularly the foreign 
correspondent, has many stories that | 
were never told, in print or on the | 
air waves. There are numerous rea- 
sons for that. 


The commonest, espe- 
Cially in time of war, is military | 
censorship...even in time of peace 
there has been political censorship 
Available space in newspapers, avail- 


able air time on the networks 
sometimes, too, a reporter realizes 
retrospect that he had 
good story on a certain 
because he was so close to the event. 
failed to recognize it as 
news at the time.” 
one am certainly glad that 
the Overseas Club had these stories 
put together in book form (“Dead- 
is 


and 


day, an 


significant 


know their reporting like Jim Bar- 


c . The increase | ton knows his “Mad Dog” story. like 
establishes a top minimum of $80.50 | A) Jolson knows his mammy songs. 
a week for reporters and display ad- | . 


like Bill Robinson knows his staii 


|dance and like Smith & Dale know 


the | 


their “Dr. Kronkheit.” 

Its inside’ stuff that hasn't 
cooled off since it was taken out of 
the hot news-ovens of the world. It 
reads like a bunch of showfolks get 
together and recall stories that hap- 
pened to them in Lancaster, 
Orleans, Frisco and the paper mache 
theatres they have played. 

There are stories about General 
Patton’s version of the Sicilian 
slapping incident, fiash bulbs in the 
Vatican, Atoms Aweigh, Laughter 
On the Lam, and many more stories 
written by gifted and practised 
story tellers, not by just gals and 
guys loaded with a typewriter and 
foreign correspondent’ credentials 
topped by a bad passport picture. 
They know the questions and most 
of the answers. They make words 
obey their commands on_ stories 
ranging from comedy to drama and 
straight reporting. It will give you 
plenty of conversational ammuni- 
tion for use at the club, drawing 
room and cocktail lounge. Topflight 
writers like Bob Considine, Gretta 
Palmer, William Zuckerman, Henry 
J. Taylor, J. P. McEvoy, Irene Kuhn, 
Temple Fielding, Edgar Snow, Ruth 
Cowan, Thomas Morgan and many 
others whose names on foreign cor- 
respondence is what sterling means 
on silver. I guess by now you know 
I enjoyed it. You will too 

Joe Laurie, Jr.. 





Dorfman’s Stage Column 

Nat Dorfman has been doing a by- 
lined, bi-weekly Broadway column 
for 21 newspapers (including Wash- 
ington Post, Toledo Blade and 
others) the past month. Column, 
containing feature stories, comment 
on recent shows and summary of all 
N. Y. legits, is a boildown of some 
of the departments of Dorfman’s 
temporarily suspended mag, Stage 
Pictorial, and is being offered gratis 
to sheets. 

Column ends with line, Copyright 
by Stage Pictorial, as means of keep- 
ing name alive until paper shortage 
ease brings about mag’s resumption. 





Price of Fame 
Ever since Richard Havrity, p.a. 
for publishers Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce, socked Fulton Lewis, Jr., 
after a “Meet the Press” broadcast, 
firm and p.a. have been subject to 
trade ribbing. 
Wags now refer to Harrity’s outfit 
as “Duel, Slug & Pierce.” 





Wakeman Ups Fee 

Frederick Wakeman, who sold 
“The Huckesters” to Metro for 
$200,000, is reported asking $300,000 
for screen rights to his forthcoming 
novel, still untitled and still un- 
published. 

Galley proofs of the new book, 
about a Broadway producer, will 


be sent to Hollywood in three weeks | 


for perusal by film studios. Rine- 
hart & Co. publishes again. 





Perry Chain Spreads Further 

John H. Perry's newspaper and 
radio chain now girdles the state of 
Florida with heaviest holdings in the 
northern section. Latest acquisition 
came with purchase of the Palm 
Beach Post and Times from estates 





of Col. E. R. Bradley and Barry 
Shannon. Cost ran to $1,050,000. 


Union which services practically 

every weekly in the VU. S.! 
Largest paper, circulation-wise ‘is | 
the Jacksonville Journal. Also owns | 


} 
New 





VARIETY LITERATE 69 
Perry chain now includes eight! ¢¢ 
dailies, 15 weeklies, six radio sta- 





tions and the Western Newspaper | 





i SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 
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a daily in Frankfort, Ky., and a 
weekly in Owenton, Ky. All adds | 
up to largest chain of state-owned | 
newspapers in the nation, Dailies 
in setup are Jacksonville Journal. | 
Pensacola News, Pensacola Journal, 
DeLan Sun-News, Ocala Sun-Ban- | St 
ner, Panama City News-Herald, 
Palm Beach Times, Palm Beach 
Post. Weeklies are Delray Beach 
News, Fort Walton News, Lake City 


Dublin, Tex., March 10 

Deep down in their hearts the Irish must be a sad people for nothing so 
weighs them down as success. Since the Irish Free State has become a 
solvent and going concern you see little evidence of the hilarity which was 
their chief characteristic as an oppressed people. 
New York may still parade and the Friendly ‘and unfriendly) Sons of 

Patrick together with the Ancient Order of the Hibernians may be 
among the Irish eyes still smiling but those in Hollywood and in the money 
are not notably happy. Exception may be taken for the Crosbys and 
O'Briens, Fitzgeralds, O’Haras, Tracys, Harrigans, Fords, Cagneys and the 
like, but having attended some of their shennanigans I have frequently 


Reporter, Melbourne Times, Lees- foand more fun at an Irish wake—especially in the kitchen, with a bottle 
{burg Commercial - Ledger, Eustis ' on the table 
| ‘i rc ‘ ~ ; a ; « . . a - : . . 
| Ne ws, Gadsden Times, Highlands One of the saddest of Irish parties which comes weeping down memory 
| News, Jackson County Floridian, jane was featured by such outstandingly successful Irish names as John 
Palmetto News, Avon Park Sun. | McCormack, Winnie Sheehan and Jim Tully Like most of these St. 
may 3 > a +o . — . om . 
| Ocean Beach Reporter, Kissimmee | Patrick's Day parties, it was a stag affail The host had done wonaers 
Gazette, Fernaninda News-Leade1 with what he had on hand, but McCormack kept bellowing, “Where's the 
ani hai . wins yr : a = : : 
Radio chain includes WTM( hampagne Wine, it seemed. barely touched the surface of his latterly 
Ocala: WCOA, Pensacola: WJHP ‘quired taste-buds 
Jackson . y : Panama (‘ita , ‘a : 
Jack ville; WDLB, Panama City Wine Without Women 
, a . Finally I said, “Listen, Master, if you can't survive the night without 
V. M. Bell Award Set Phe. let's 9g eta Rept acy rh ~ Rien 7 
- “ champagne s pack » and go over to your place m sure ere 
Davidson College has established a im . , — ; iM s : ; ; . 
pienty your cCeliar 


the Vereen M. Bell Memorial Award 
for creative writing in honor of the 
Georgia author who was killed 

World War II. It will go to the stu- 


His wife being out of town, McCormack accepted the invitation to trans- 
fer the party to his place and all I recall now is that the champagne ran 
like water and the party ran down like a clock. McCormack tried to pick 


dent who produces the best piece of 't UP by giving a $4,000 concert, for free, but the bloom was off the wild 
original writing during the year [rish rose. ; ; 
Bell, son of Justice R. C. Bell of Finally at 4 a.m. he stretched his hulk on the floor, or as near as hi: 


$20,000 oriental rugs would let him get to the floor, and gazed sadly at 


the Georgia supreme court, gradu- f . . a: 
the ceiling. Others sprawled around in postures which indicated only too 


ated from the North Carolina school 


in 1932. His first novel, “Swamp well they wished they were back home and in bed. Not long afterward 
Water,” was a bestseller and wa: McCormack pulled out of his Hollywood chateau, returned to Ireland and 
made into a motion picture. Both , "©Y™ came back, 

‘Swamp Water” and his second O'Flaherty Sans V. C. 

novel, “Two of a Kind,” depicted I recall another occasion when the literati threw a party for Liam 
outdoor life around his home O'Flaherty who showed up in an open-necked orange shirt (a fighting 
| Cairo, Ga, Irish color) and busted the get-together wide open befere anybody could 
| — even pay anybody a tribute. After that he starved so badly in Hollywood 
| CHATTER that he left the place to write “The Famine.” He got nothing out of “The 
| Ben Ames Williams on vacation Informer,” as he had sold picture rights of that one to B. L P. and the 


|in the Bahamas. 
| Jack Conroy editing a midwestern 
humor anthology. 

Milton Raison’s fifth novel, “No 
Weeds for the Widow,” will be pub- 
lished in Australia. 

Not generally known that West- 
brook Pegler has his Phoenix, Ariz.. 
house floodlighted at night, with an 
armed guard on constant duty. 

Franklin D. Schurz, editor of the 
South Bend Tribune and president 
of Midland Press, in Hollywood 
visiting David QO. Selznick and 
Donald Nelson. 

Airline passengers surprised that 
the same popular mags they read | 
from Paris-to-N. Y. and _ kindred 
flights are aboard their clippers be- | 


RKO Academy award item was really a remake of the old British flop 

Even the liveliest St. Patrick's Day party I can remember had an ending 
as sad as Hamlet’s. Leo McCarey, Jim Tully, J. P. McEvoy, Pat Casey, 
Frank McHugh, Barry Fitzgerald, Pat O’Brien and at least a dozen of like 
talent were present. The dinner featured the best corned beef and cab- 
bage to be found west of Mike Lyman’s. This was permissible feasting 
March 17 almost invariably comes in the Lenten season, but the Irish 
enjoy a special dispensation from fast and abstinence on this day. 


Praise Before Hangovers 


After dinner, without benefit of m.c., came the show. It had all the 
qualities of old-fashioned Irish parties where talent used to leap with 
delight like young goats in Glocca Morra. They all sang, they all danced, 
they all entertained. I recall Tully's telling everybody while under the 
spell of vino veritas, that Barry Fitzgerald was the greatest comic to come 
to Hollywood. “Fl regret having said this in the morning,” Tully added, 
“but it’s true.” 

The host stood on the threshold, a glass of Irish whiskey in his hand, 
smiling benignly. 

I spare you his name because not long afterward he committed the Dutch 


fore domestic distribution in the! act. This in itself produced as great a shock on me as if Winston Churchill 
U.S. = should ditch the Conservative Party for the Communists. In fact it cured 

Screen Actor, official monthly me from playing either host or guest to any more St. Patrick’s Day parties. 
Magazine of the Screen Actors 


Henceforth, I shall employ the day in prayer and fasting. 





Guild, folded with the February is- 
sue, to be succeeded by a monthly 
news letter, titled “Intelligence Re- 
port to Members.” Seeking relief in pictures from a melancholy Mother Machree is hardly 
Al Hirshberg, sports expert for the answer, The synthetic Irish jobs which Metro and Warners used to 
the Boston Post, has written “The | give us at this time of the year are not being manufactured any longer, 
Red Sox, The Bean and The Cod,” | and an import, called “Odd Man Out,” though it got applause from out- 
being published by Waverly House | siders, left the Irish in me decidedly dead-pan. F. L. Green the original 
with a foreword by Ted Williams, | author of this import seems decidedly greener than my valley. He has an 
ithe home run slugger. |eruptic prose which hits the screen like a lot of extinct voleanoes. All 
| Ethel Paige, literary agent who | you get is an Irish mob, which robs a mill, kills the cashier, gets its leader 
opened new offices in New York badly wounded and plays cops and robbers through slippery ill-lit streets 
recently, has completed a book on | for seven reels. You get nothing of a world described by Green as “crammed 
Queen Wilhemina of Holland in col- | with such plenty and so fruitful that it is the simplest thing for the cunning 
laboration with Coleman Kamile of | to gather immense harvest and reap cruel profits.” You get nothing of 
the N. Y. Netherlands office. British black and tans giving Ireland a pretaste of what all Europe was to 
Andre Maurois is currently finish- ; 8€t under the Nazi storm troopers. 
ing writing a “History of France,” | Formula For Phoneys 


in Paris. Book ends with 1939. Two; “Odd Man Out” is not a fair picture of what brought Ireland to revolt 
of Maurois’ novels are being readied put if Metro can hop ahead 500 years and present to generations yet un- 
for Paris filming, “Climats” and | porn, its version of the rise and fall of the atomic bomb, I don't see why 
“Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery.” | a British producer cannot present the Palestine issues to people of 2447 
Show business pieces in current! 4 p. as his government would like to have it presented. Briefly, he would 
mags: “The Great Gabbo” (Gabriel | reduce the whole Palestinian mess to a handful of lawless Jews, accom- 
Heatter), by Jack Alexander, in Sat-| panied by one shicksa in a sweater, robbing a payroll to keep the under- 
| evepost; “Santa Claus With a Horn” | ground in funds, being run down by the British police and liquidated in 
| (Petrillo), by George Frazier, in Col-| the last few feet of film, thereby proving that crime does not pay any 
| lier's; “Man of Enterprise” (Charles | petter in Palestine than it does in Belfast or Chicago. At least it doesn't 
|Einfeld), by Elizabeth Wilson, in Lib- | pay the poor, though the rich seem to still make plenty out of crime. 
erty; and Richard Himber (magico) The fact the constabulary in the Palestinian pie would be British (for- 
in American mag. eign); that the payroll would be Standard Oil of California (foreign); that 
_ Entertainment for the annual By- | tne subsidiaries would be financed by Shell (foreign); and that the chief 
line Ball of the Toronto Women’s | peneficiaries aside from these foreigners, Arab sheiks, would be censored 
Press Club and the Toronto Men's | yodily out of the script as irrelevant and biased on the sides of the facts. 
Press Club, June 7 in the Royal| pealiy, if the history of underground workers in this long war for the 
York hotel, will be arranged by | jiperation of humanity is going to be written by scenario writers, history 
Andy McDermott, radio talent agent; | i, going to be as phony as a circus barker’s spiel. Normally, anybody with 
Jack Mosher, nightclub impresario, | 2 drop of Irish blood in his veins should be very sympathetic toward any 
and Gordon Sinclair, newscaster and | pisy novel or picture which deals with the Irish. But this “Odd Man Out,” 
Sormer Sorento VaniaEy mugs. | starring James Mason and over-starring Robert Newton, reduces 800 years 


The first of gagman S. J. Perel-| of revolt from oppression to a gangster picture, a chase and three refined 
man’s round-the-world stories for | rybouts. 


Holiday will appear in the | April | F. L. Green, R. C. Sherriff and Two Cities Films tell us that they are not 
issue. It will describe the gpein ot taking sides in the issue, merely presenting a story, and all I say is, “The 
stances of the assignment, on which hell you're not taking sides. You're definitely taking sides, and damned 


| he is accompanied by artist Al well better, or you'll get no release for pictures like this throughout the 
Hirschfeld, from its beginning—‘the British Empire!” 


day ‘Sweet Bye and Bye’ closed in 
| Philadelphia like a 10c mousetrap.” 


Formerly circulating as a national 
|monthly, Dance Mag is suspending 
its present format and is slated to 
lresume in May on a limited sub- 
scription basis. Publishers said to be 
| convinced there is no general reader- 
shi Z ication on the dance : 
ae oe intaeeas ta Geel dancing| “Publicity stories written around your name and planted in Hollywood 
| of all types. Mag has been publishing | columns—all for $5. For details write Box P. 8. Daily Variety. 


for 25 years. ' Five will get you ten you can't get a certain nama see POR 
4 : 


The Green Years In Belfast 

















’ No Teeth In It 
Aside from observing how leisurely crime doesnt pay in Belfast, my 
chief interest in “Odd Man Out” was in Kathleen Ryan, a new 23-year-old 
sweater girl, discovered by Carol Reed, who directed this footnote to law- 
enforcement. I stayed to the end to find out if she had a full set of teeth, 
I never did find out. She never smiled once throughout the entire’ picture. 
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OBITUARIES 


AUGUST JANSLEY . 
August Jansley, 51, died in Chicago 
rch 8 after an 18-month illness. 
Ye in Germany, he came to this 
gountry in 1916 as a member of the 
Five Jansleys, aerialists, who played 
before the crowned heads of Europe 
and were a feature of the Ringling 
Brothers Circus for many years. 
Since 1937 he had his own act, and | 
was credited with performing one 
of the highest aerial acts in show 
business, doing a free headstard 
atop a 210-foot pole. 
Survived by a widow, two sons, 
and father and brother, still in show | 
business. 








ARTHUR SCOTT BROOK 

Arthur Scott Brook, 78, organist, | 

composer and designer of organs, 
died in Atlantic City March 7. 

Born in New Zealand, Brook early 
devoted himself to music, and be- 
came organist in local church. He 
later went to Sydney, Australia, in | 
time becoming municipal organist 
in Centennial Hall: 

Brook’s compositions have been 
played both in this country and | 


abroad. His best known work is) 
“Laudate Dominum” (Praise the} 
Lord). 


Surviving are his widow and two | 
sons. 
JOHN F. McMAHON | 
John F, McMahon, 48, until re- | 
cently sales promotion manager of 
KDKA and before that the station’s | 
news editor, died at his home in | 
Pittsburgh last week. | 
At the time of his death, McMahon 
was working for the Sun-Telegraph, | 
having given up radio to return to 
that sheet several months ago. A 
brief term with the radio depart- 
ment of the Ketchum, McLeod and 
Grove agency led him to KDKA. 





MRS. MAE LOCKWOOD BLACK 
Mrs. Mae Lockwood Black, vet 
vaudeville actress, died in Chicago | 
after a 10-year illness March 10. | 
For many years she was a member | 
of the Chaney & Lockwood team. | 
Mrs. Black was actively engaged 
in welfare work for the theatrical 
profession and was former member | 
of the National Vaudeville Artists | 
Assn. and Professional Entertainers | 

in New York. 
Survived by husband. 





Vernon, N. Y., Feb. 6. He visited an 
associate there and was stricken 
with a heart attack after dining. 
Stanton was well known in show 
circles when he specialized in the- 
atrical transportation, Surviving is 
his widow Mathilda (Goldie), who 
was formerly secretary to Florenz 


‘Ziegfeld and now general manager 


for Michael Meyerberg. 





LOTTIE LENNOX ° 

Lottie Lennox, 74, former head- 
liner in London music halls, died in 
London, March 9. 

She had been on the stage since a 
child and recently came out of re- 
tirement to appear in a television 
show of old timers in London. 

Father, 84, of Julien Bryan, direc- 
tor of the International Film Foun- 
dation, died recently in Titusville, 
Pa. 








Dr. Clarence W. Cook, 71, father of 
John Cook, film publicist, died March 
1 in Hollywood, 


MARRIAGES 


Vicki Washington to Dick Hanna, 
Las Vegas, March 3. Groom is a 
radio producer. 

Mary E. Webster to Grant Robert 
Keats, Hollywood, March 8. Groom 
is makeup man at Columbia. 

Mabel Gregg to Jack Fredericks, 
Pasadena, March 7, Groom’‘is man- 
ager of Sunset Radio Center. 

Virginia Smith to Bob Evans, 
Chicago, Feb. 15. Bride was a 
former model; groom is a ventrilo- 
quist, 

Sylvia Sidney to Carleton Alsop, 
Hollywood, March 12. Bride is a 
screen actress; groom a film-radio 
exec. 

June Haver to James Zito, Las 
Vegas, March 9. Bride is screen 
actress; groom is musician. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Jim Bannon, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 3. Mother is 
Bee Benaderet, radio actress; father 
is a radio announcer. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Scott, son, 
Pittsburgh, March 6. Father's an 
announcer at KQV. 

Mr, and Mrs. Dean Mer. aaugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Fe». 23. Mother's 
the former Gladys Delmar, nitery 











VICTOR POTEL 


Victor Potel, 57, pioneer film actor | 


who had been one of the original | daughter, Feb. 27, Washington, D. C. 


performer. 


Mr. and Mrs. ‘Jackson Lowe, 


Keystone cops, died in Hollywood | Father is announcer for radio sta- 


March 8. He had been in films for | 


37 years. 

Among features in which he ap- 
peared were “Contraband,” “Below 
the Line,” “Special Delivery,” “Cap- 
tain Swagger,” “The Virginian,” 
“Call of the West” and “Dough 
Boys.” 

Survived by widow. 





FRANK A. STILLEY 
Frank A. Stilley, Pittsburgh 
radio figure in the early '30’s with 


“his “Cheery Chatter” over KQV, 


died at his home in that city last 
week. 

He had been an invalid for more 
than 20 years, but used to go to the 
radio station daily to broadcast his 
program, which was slanted to other 
invalids and shut-ins, 





ROBERT O’CONNOR 

Robert O’Connor, retired legit ac- 
tor, died in Chicago, March 4. After 
seme early training in stock com- 
panies, he studied singing and in 
later years had been almost exclu- 
sively identified with musicals. 

Among productions in which he 
appeared were “Blossom Time,” 
“Student . Prince,” “Artists and 
Models” and others. 





LIONEL HEIN 

.Lionel Hein, 73, retired theatrical 
agent and manager, died last week 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. He was brother 
of the late Silvio Hein, musicomedy 
composer, 

Since retirement from show busi- 
ness he had been prominent in poli- 
tics. 





MILTON LOWE 

Milton Lowe, 59, who had been an 
electrician for Shubert productions 
for the last five years, died in New 
York, March 8. 

Survived by widow and daughter. 
latter a dancer known as Della 
Lowe. 





GEORGE F. STANTON 
George F. Stanton, 86, assistant 
eral passenger agent of the New 
ork Central railroad, died in Mt. 


tion WWDC. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Mark, son, 
New York, March 8. Father is with 
Variety's advertising dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Badrich. son, 
Rochester, N.Y., Feb. 28. Father is 
a ventriloquist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex W. D. Smith, 
Jr., daughter, Washington, Feb. 16. 
Father, former editor of Newsweek 
and Chicago Sun, is American Air- 
lines publicist; mother is Izetta 
Jewel, actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Nerney, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, March 10. Mother 
is film actress Kay Scott. 

Mr. and Mrs, Johnny Coy, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, March 8. Parents 
are dancers, 








Disk Reviews 
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pashy voice highlighted against a 
soft background. His present popu- 
larity guarantees a big coin box 
play. Most likely possibility in the 
batch sounds like “Paradise.” 
Frankie Carle’s latest Columbia 
backs two instrumentals—‘Sunrise 
Serenade,” which used to feature 
Carle when he was with Horace 
Heidt, and “Carle Boogie.” The com- 
bination of Carle’s name and the 
wide appeal of “Serenade” practical- 
ly assures this face of plenty of 
spinning on the mechanicals. “Boo- 
gie,” taken at a frantic clip, may not 
be the authentic idiom popularized 
by Lux Lewis, Albert Ammons, and 
other boys in the backroom, but it’ll 
doubtless impress the general public 
as such and, consequently, sell sub- 
stantially. As strong as this disk is, 
though, it’ll have to go some to out- 
sell Carle’s biscuit of “Roses in the 
Rain” and “You Are There.” “Roses,’ 
sung by Marjorie Hughes, sounds 
like a terrific buy for the jukes, but 
the backing—which serves as the 
theme of “Undercurrent’—should do 
all right on its own. Melody, which 
is tasty, is piped by Gregg ‘Law- 
rence, Record businéss-is a notori- 
ously unpredictable affair, but 





“Roses,” “You Are There” and “Sun- 
rise Serenade” can hardly miss. 

Duke Ellington’s Second Release 
for Musicraft presents “Tulip Or 
Turnip” and “Magenta Maze.” For- 
mer has a clever lyric which Ray 
Nance sings beautifully. Race spots 
will hear a good deal of it. Re- 
verse is a tone-poemish job featur- 
ing Johnny Hodges on alto saxo- 
phone. As always, the band plays 
with immaculate taste. Jocks will 
devote attention to both faces and 
there will be a respectable sale 
among the jazz fanatics, 

Ruby Smith, a fine blues exponent, 
is out«on Victor with two faces— 
“You Satisfy” and “Port Wine 
Blues.” They have a lot to recom- 
mend them. Accompanied by Gene 
Sedric’s small band, Miss Smith 
sings with fecling, humor and, what 
is very important, fairly good enun- 
ciation. Appeal is obviously re- 
stricted, but uptown will dig the 
lowdown on this shellac, with 
“Satisfy” due for more than or- 
dinary enthusiasm. 


Wax Facts 





Whispering Mel Torme’s Musicraft 
of “I’m Yours,” the Johnny Green- } 
Yip Harburg standard, is replete 
with the boy’s talent and s.a. If we 
were more certain of Musicraft’s 
distribution setup, we'd unhesitat- 
ingly predict a vast success for the 
disk. Sonny Burke provides the 
accomp here and on the reverse, 
“Who Cares What People Say?” 
from “Nora Prentiss.” 

Latin-American field has two ac- 
complished records this week. One 
is by Jose Curbelo—a Victor cou- 
pling “The Breeze and I,” a slow 
rhumba without a vocal, and 
“Managua Nicaragua,” sung in 
Spanish and English by Bobby 
Ramos. They are both very good» 
Other disk is a Majestic by the 
Lecuona Cuban Boys of “Maracas” 
and “Rumba-Bomba.” Both are 
from the Ernesto Lecuona-Harry 
Ruby score to “Carnival In Costa 


Rica.” “Maracas” has a _ beautiful 
melody; “Rumba” is a frenzied 
rhumba. We can’t be sure about 


this, but both faces sound pretty 
authentic South-of-the-Border stuff. 

Hillbilly field offers Texas Ruby 
with Curly Fox and His Fox Hunt- 
ers in a Columbia of “The Letter 
That Broke My Heart.” The letter 
would hardly do that to us, but it 
might make a deep impression on 
the range. There is some first-rate 


“Ace in the Hole” and “Peg o’ My 
Heart.” It is supplied by, among 
others, Dave Tough, Max Kaminsky 
and Peanuts Hucko. In rereading 
our review of McKenzie’s first faces 
for National, it seems to us that we 
were unduly harsh to McKenzie. He 
has certainly. sung more effectively 
in the past than he does on either 
of these faces, but he does have a 
quality that is rare among the pres- 
ent crop of singers. “Ace in the 
Hole,” for example, is done with 
great feeling. It’s a ballad, by the 
way, that could become a real re- 
vivalulu. Juke boxes should in- 
vestigate this McKenzie rendition. 











Rank Contracts 
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influence on native production and 
that many of the yarns filmed were 
strictly dogs. Rank organization has 
also taken a beating from the defec- 
tions of Rex Harrison (whose contract 
expired) and Lilli Palmer along with 
a number of others said to be talking 
a westward movement. 
No More Handshaking 

The decision to insist upon written 
employment pacts is a reversal of 
form made on the insistence of 
Rank’s cabinet, spokesman for the 
organization said. With the outfit 
spending piles of dollars and pounds 
to build up the b.o. potentialities of 
new stars in the U. S. and Britain. 
Rank execs are naturally averse to 
depending on verbal understandings. 
Point in case is Kathieen Ryan, new 
Irish actress who appears in “Odd 
Man Out,” for whom the organiza- 
tion has set an expensive buildup 
campaign. She’s been tied on a 
seven-year deal. 

Rank, his assistants say, is inclined 
to take the word of those he deals 
with and it’s further claimed that 
Miss Calvert, for instance, had a 
verbal understanding with him, In- 
dicative of his attitude, it’s said, are 
his relations with Universal. That 
company has already started distri- 
bution of three Rank pix in America 
on nothing more than a shake of 
the hand. The contracts embodying 
terms of the arrangement are in the 
portfolio of Robert Benjamin, prexy 
of the U. S. Rank organization, who 
last week sailed for England to have 





them inked. ; 


jazz in Red McKenzie’s National of | 





es 





them counted and know the result. 
It is estimated that at least 90°, of 
the 1,610 ballots were cast. 


Local betting during the past 
week has been that the majority of 
these ballots will be cast for Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “The Best Years of Our 
Lives,” released through RXO, and 
Metro’s “The Yearling,” with the 
former probably having a_ slight 
edge. There’s a certain amount of 
support, also, for Frank Capra's “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” also an RKO re- 
lease, and 20th-Fox’s “Razor’s Edge.” 
The British picture, “Henry .V.” re- 
leased by United Artists, is defi- 
nitely in the running as a dark 
horse, but the general impression is 
that it would have a better chance 
for the Oscar if it were a home 
town entry. 

Politics Played? 

The film village, as usual, is rife 
with whispering and surmise over 
“voting deals,” whereby “you cast 


| your votes for our picture and we'll 








Bleachers for Fans 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Academy expanding onlooker 
activities this year by building 
bleachers to accommodate 1,000 
across from the Shrine audi- 
torium. Previously only 200 
seats were available for fans. 
Loudspeakers on p.a. system are 
being rigged to be heard a block 
away from Shrine, inasmuch as 
it's estimated 10,000 to 15,000 
will be on hand outside the 
building to look at those attend- 
ing awards program. Sidewalk 
broadcast will be presented 
from 8:15 to 8:45 by KFWB, fol- 
lowed by ABC net carrying 
show from inside auditorium. 

Preceding announcement of 
best song of 1946, five stellar 
singers will appear. Frank 
Sinatra will do “You Keep 
Coming Back Like a Song,” 
Judy Garland “Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe,” Dinah Shore 
“All Through the Day,” Dick 
Haymes “I Can’t Begin to Tell 
You,” and Hoagy Carmichael 
“Ole Buttermilk Sky,” latter 
his own. 





— 





cast ours for your entry as best ac- 
tress” or best actor, or camera work, 
or what have you. And, as usual, 
there doesn’t seem to be any great 
amount of evidence to support such 
speculation. 


The weight of the voting power, 
of course, is with the Big Five 
studios which have, roughly, 60% 
of the votes. Metro heads the list 
with 290. Twentieth-Fox has 230, 
Warners 205, Paramount 170 and 
RKO 90. The remaining 625 ballots 
are cast by freelancers and repre- 
sentatives of other studios. 

So far, nobody seems brash enough 
to predict how thesé ballots will be 
cast for best actor performance and 
best actress performance—the two 
other main-event Oscars besides the 
best pic. Fredric March is believed 
to have a slight edge for his per- 
formance in “Best Years.” Laurence 
Olivier is certain to garner a nice 
sheaf of votes for his work in 
“Henry V” and the other three nom- 
inations—Larry Parks in “The Jol- 
son Story,” Gregory Peck in “The 
Yearling” and James Stewart in “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” all have their 
following, with Peck probably the 
most likely to give March a run for 
the Oscar. 

Name of Jennifer Jones is most 
frequently heard in Oscar discus- 
sions around the studios, but she has 
stiff competition in Olivia de Havi- 
land, Rosalind Russell, Jane Wyman 
and Celia Johnson, British entry for 
work in “Brief Encounter,” Miss 
Jones is making her bid on the 
strength of her performance in 
“Duel in the Sun.” Miss De Havi- 
land did standout work in “To Each 
His Own” and Miss Russell in “Sis- 
ter Kenny.” 

Supporting Players 

Competition is even keener for 
the supporting-actor Oscar with 
Charles Coburn, William Dernarest, 
Claude Rains, Harold Russell and 
Clifton Webb all nominated. Rating 
the most current conversation are 
Coburn for his job in Metro’s “The 
Green Years” and Rains for his por- 
trayal in RKO'’s “Notorious.” There 
is a strong sentimental pull, too, for 
Harold Russell, the handless youth 
brought to films by William Wyler 
for one of the chief roles in “Best 
Years.” Russell, appearing as a film 
actor for the first time, is conceded 
to have done standout work. And 





‘Best Years’ 8-5 in Acad Race 
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Webb seems assured of a heavy vote 
for his “Razor's Edge” performance. 


Contestants in the supporting ac- 
tress division include Ethel Barry- 
more in “The Spiral Staircase”: 
Anne Baxter, in “Razor’s Edge”: 
Lillian Gish, in “Duel in the Sun”: 
Flora Robson, in “Saratoga Trunk,” 
and Gale Sondergaard, in “Anna and 
the King of Siam.” Outcome of this 
One is anybody’s guess, 

The British again offer sharp com- 
petition in the matter of the Oscar 
for directing with David Lean, who 
megged “Brief Encounter,” entered. 
William Wyler, of course, for his di- 
rection of “Best Years” and Clar- 
ence Brown, for “The Yearling,” 
look like the ones they have to beat. 
Other entries are Robert Siodmak 
for “The Killers” and Frank Capra 
for “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

Nominations for the other major 
Oscars include: , 

Best written screenplay—Talbot 
Jennings and Sally Benson foi 
“Anna and the King of Siam”: Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood for “Best Years”; 
David Lean, Anthony Havelock-A]- 
lan and Ronald Neame for ‘Brief 
Encounter”; Anthony Veiller for 
“The Killers,” Sergie Amidei and F., 
Fellini for “Open City” (Italian). 

Best original screenplay — Ray- 
mond Chandler for “The Blue 
Dahlia”; Jacques Prevert for “‘Chil- 
dren of Paradise” (French); Ben 
Hecht for “Notorious”; Norman 
Panama and Melvin Frank for 
“Road to Utopia”; Muriel and Syd- 
ney Box for “The Seventh Veil” 
(British). 

Best original picture story—V ladi- 
mir Pozner for “The Dark Mirror”: 
Jack Patrick, “The Strange Love of 
Martha Ivers”; Victor Trivias, “The 
Stranger”; Charles Brackett, “To 
Each His Own”; Clemence Dane for 
“Vacation From Marriage” (British), 

Best scoring of musical picture— 
Robert Emmett Dolan, “Blue Skies”; 


Alfred Newman, “Centennial Sum- 


mer”; Lennie Hayton, “Harvey 
Girls”; Morris Stoloff, “Jolson 
Story”; Ray Heindorf and Max 


Steiner for “Night and Day.” 


Best scoring of a dramatic or 
comedy picture—Bernard Herrman 
for “Anna and the King of Siam”; 
Hugo Friedhofer and Emil Newman 
for “Best Years of Lives”; William 
Walton, “Henry V”; Franz Waxman, 
“Humoresque” and Miklos Rozsa, 
“Killers.” 

Remaining competitions are for 
best original song and for picture 
displaying best film editing; best 
special effects and best sound re- 
cording, best art direction in black 
and white and in color, and for best 
documentary, best one reeler, best 
two-reeler, best cartoon. 











State Censors 


Gm, Continued from page 3 


was later objected to by the Catholic 
Legion of Decency. Footage involv- 
ing Walter Huston, as a preacher, 
on the make for Jennifer Jones, was 
“obviously immoral” and_ should 
have been deleted by the PCA as 
contrary to the code. Code itself 
is probably at fault in this case, state 
censors declare, since it rules only 
that “ministers of religion in their 
character as ministers of religion 
should not be used as comic char- 
acters or as villains’—which is in- 
definite for the case in question. 

PCA chiefs, on the other hand, 
banned the “chamber pot” scene in 
“Notorious Gentleman,” which state 
censors would have passed as an 
amusing students’ prank. Original 
footage, included when “Gentleman” 
played in England under the title of 
“Rake’s Progress,” had Rex Harri- 
son as an Oxford student climbing 
to the top of a steeple to cap it with 
a chamber pot. When Universal 
brought the J. Arthur Rank-pro- 
duced film to the U. S. and changed 
the title, the PCA forced the scene 
to be reshot with Harrison carrying 
a top hat instead of the pot. 

If the code were revised to bring 
it up to date, the censors believe, 
films like “Abie’s Irish Rose” would 
not run into so much trouble be- 
cause they would not be made. 
“Abie,” it’s pointed out, was ac- 
cepted as a comedy when first pro- 
duced on the stage. Late war, how- 
ever, has changed the moral views 
of the public in regard to minorities 
and the film version of “Abie” re- 
ceived much opposition, consequent- 
ly. If the code is to function prop- 
erly, according to the state chiefs, 
it must take such things into con- 
sideration. 
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Wednesday, March 12, 1947 








Broadway 


Edgar Snow to France. 


The Bob Swezeys (Mutual) holi- 
daying in Cocoa Beach, Fla. 

Ed Perkins’ 102 fiyi 
around the globe getting 
lyhoo. 


Robert Holley ad agency staffers 
in the clouds over their new 55th St. 
offices. wid 

Beatrice Lillie, due to return to 
England soon, prolonging her stay in 
New York for a while. 

Don Wilson resigning VARIETY ad 
dept. to become advertising manager 
of Milady of California. 

Dorothy Stewart, Williamson’s 
Theatres (Aussie) N. Y. rep, to Key 
West for 10-day vacation. 

The bulk of Grace Moore's estate, 
in will filed March 6, left to her 
husband, Valentin Parera. 

Irra Petina, of “Song of Norway” 
cast, to sing title role in “Carmen” 
for N. Y. City Opera Co. April 10. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., addressed group 
of financial and insurance men last 


hours 
A bal- 


week on economics of the film indus- | 


try. 

Harry D. Squires to the Coast next 
week to be with Sigmund Romberg 
during the latter’s concert 
there. 

A. Pam Blumenthal planes for the 
Coast Thursday (13) to attend Cine- 
color board meeting at end of the 
week. 

Willie Rinaldo quit Leblang’s 
agency after 27 years to join ticket 
staff for Ringling, Barnum & Bailey 
circus. 

Ed Browne now supervising pub- 
licity of National Concert & Artists 
Corp. pop division, in addition to 
radio sales duties. 

William Forest Crouch has pur- 
*hased an Original screenplay, “Disk 
ockey,” by Charles Curran for pro- 
duction in New York. 

Harry T. Murdock and Sydney 
= Chicago Sun and 

rama critics, respectively, in town 
gandering the shows. 

William Geggenbach, of N. Y. Cen- 
tral lines, accompanying the Metro- 
politan opera on tour, in place of 
the late George Stanton. 

Milton Berle cocktail-partyed at 
Toots Shor’s by Benjamin Sonnen- 
berg, on behalf of the Biow agency, 
prior to his Eversharp radio debut. 

Leonora Corbett celebrated her 
first day of Ameriean citizenship by 

arlez-vousing like mad at Le Pavil- 
on at a gala Tepcheon Monday (10). 

Irving Brecher back to the Coast 
fo personally supervise his “Life of 

iley” ‘(Bill Bendix) package. Has 
been vacationing east several weeks. 

J. C. Stein, MCA board chair- 
man, due back east in 10 days, fol- 
lowing huddies with Lew Wasser- 
man, prez, on the Coast. 
Friday by plane. 

Abe Lastfogel, William Morris 
g.m., to return from the Coast for 
the Sophie Tucker dinner tendered 
by pe Jewish Theatrical Guild, at 
th otel Astor, May 4. 

ack Millar returning to Holly- 
wood today (Wednesday) via Chi- 
cago, where he'll stop over on a tie- 
up for “My Favorite Brunette,” star- 
ring Bob Hope, his client. 

artin Hersh, film financier, on 
the Coast for two weeks, arranging 
distribution of a combo feature and 
shorts on Stephen Foster, which he 
backed for 16m production. 

Equity Library Theatre production 
of Philip Barry's “Hotel Universe” 
gpens 5 ee ey stand at the Ham- 
jton Grange branch library today 
(Wed.) with Rodney Hale directing. 

William Hosie resigned from N. Y. 
flack staff of Walt Disney to return 

to the Coast. Currently honeymoon- 
ing in N.O., Hosie returns to N. Y. 
this week before proceeding to Hol- 
lywood. 

Charles Levy. chief Disney flack, 
entered the Bronx hospital Monday 
(10) for an operation on his knee. 
Expects to be in the hospital two 
weeks and back at his desk week 
after that. 

Show biz bon-voyagers seeing off 


News | 


Stein left | 





} 





dates j 


but it will definitel, t 

ibe a hotel we Wil deAnitely not Jack Waller lined up Richard 
= = Hearne for his new musical “He 
. 2 Saw Virginia” by Fred Thompson 
Miami Beach and is trying to get Irene Manning | 

from America, and Bonar Colleano. 

By Larry Solloway Jack Hylton, who threw party to 

Jerry Lester at Lord Tarleton Maurice Chevalier when he passed 
Brook Club called it a season Sun-| through here on way to America, 
day (9) | hopes to star him in a new musical | 
Charlie Barnet and wife at Lord |i® London or use him in vaudeville 
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CHATTER 71 





American-Soviet Music Society - 

ot at are Hall Sunday (16). nee 
rving Geist, v.p. and director of 

Consolidated Retail Stores, and sec.- 

treas. of Joan Kenley Blouse Corp., . 

elected director of Federation Bank | 2ightclub work. 

& Trust Co., according to Thomas} Jack Hylton negotiating West End 

3 | agen prez. Geist is w.k. in |rights for revival of “Burlesque” 

oe iz, especially during the war | with Bonar Colleano in the lead. 
rt. mo Gregory Ratoff expected here 

gene eeerelly known that Toots | soon and may produce his wife's 
ector of Majestic Rec-| play “Caviar For the General” on 

ords, made so at behest of the late Broadway 

Jimmy Walker, prez of the company. ; i 

Government expected to permit 


e Shors and-the Joe Nun (In- 
ternal Revenue naliieher’ ne ows resumption of greyhound racing but 
hours will be altered from evening 


Coast today (Wed). the Sic P 
, + the Sist street |i, afternoon. 


boniface’s first trip to Hollywood 
Imperial hotel. 50-vear-oi ; Bands of Vie Lewis and George 
p 10tel, 50-year-old N. Y. Evans folding up soon because un- 


landmark of days when theatre ‘= as 
night life centered below Hetukd able to get British Broadcasting 


Square 


London 


_ George Shearing back from Amer- 
ica but expects to return shortly for 








on Broadway ° . | Corp. airings. 
complete reconstruction ery Gillian Webb, 21-year-old blonde 
March 31. Owners are undecided to | television announcer, off to U. S. 


shortly to marry U 


what use building ll | u 5 
4HuGINR Wil De put when ‘ y 
I ficer Arthur Wilson 


S. Air Corps of- 
reopened 


Tarleton. 


Lisa Kirk at Ben Gaines Blacka- 
moor room. 


Colonial Inn and Club 86 due to 


at the Victoria Palace 
Long-hair music audiences 

dwindled, with percentage down 

near 30%, according to Thomas Rus- 


fold this week | sell, head of London Philharmonic 
Mrs. Wolcott Gibbs at Case Ma-| Orchestra. He attributes drop to | 
rina, Key West | general depression brought on by 
Bill Robinson partied at Kitty ack of fuel and too many orches- 


Divis’ Monday (10). 
Jan Bart grossed close to $1,500 
for concert staged here last week 


tras. 
Claude Langdon, owner of Ham- 
mersmith Palais de Danse, is selling 
Joe Frisco-Lillian Roth show at | 50% of his holdings to City finance 
Five O'Clock club doing heavy biz.| house, Standard Industrial Trust 

Nat Kahn. Variety staffer. here for } netting him profit of $700,000. Deal 
vacash at Grossinger Pancoast hotel. | Carries with it seven years contract 
Louis Bromfield and Charles Fran- | for Langdon as managing director at 
cis Coe doing the Palm Beach late | $12,000 per annum. 
spots. . ala iar sat 
| 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Barney Ross at Grossinger Pan- | 
coast for rest, also Milt Blackstone. 
the ad man. * 

Monte Proser planed back to N. Y. 
Saturday (8) after gandéring acts , 
around town & gé | DeMarcos currently a hit at Stat- 

Sam (William Morris) Bramson in | so Beige Ted Straeter’s orch sharing 
town for end of season arrangements | “O2OFS- ‘ ’ 
with niteries. 2 & Edward Cheyfitz, Eric Johnston's 

Jose Iturbi cancelled Havana con- assisiant, latest member of local Va- 





cert wh é é : ;, | Tiety Tent. 

at asc ny down by flu. He's Arch McDonald, sports director for 
Paddock Club sold last week. with CBS here, covering spring training 

small show policy installed, headed oo Senators in Orlando, 


oy mame Lou Vogle. WOL-MBS producer Hollis Seavey 

Pa currently in Uruguay as guest of that 
republic for inauguration of its 
President. 


ulley and H. 8. Gump, with 
; up act, a click at on 
Richard’s Famous Door. 
Dacita, rhumba orch leader at ony: act % a 
Colonial Inn, rescued from Ever- Flight into Past, = AAF band 
glades after plane cyash. airer over Mutual, is the brainchild 
“Carnival in Costa Rica,” new | °f Capt. Mark D. Meranda, e#Holly- 
20th-Fox musical, will preem at Lin- wood screen and radio scripter. 


' ae a a Algot Bergstrom, correspondent | 
as 7 oy go he holding hich | for Expressen, of Stockholm, and the 
current setup including Jan Bart, Swedish film trade paper, Film 


Hal Fisher, Gloria LeRoy and Con- 


ose & tins, ward bound from.N. Y. March 16. 


, . Jomer ngs rife an 
Beachcomber raking in the dough D ncar vy we . A eee eee 
with new na minimum policy, hold- ¥ ce thee ak a ee wy) ; 
. : . : ony special scre [ 
ing over Sophie Tucker-Harry Rich- y Muto at a special screening of 


“Boomerang,” pic for which the for- 


man-Jackie Miles click combo. mer attorney general supplied the 


Sophie Tucker scanning screen idea 
| o¢ j her 6? . ‘ 9 
Sore eS net aotated ages Nicki Galpeer, N. Y. soprano, sang 





the Queen Elizabeth last Friday got | 


an extra thrill from the $1,500,000 
fire on the next-docked maritime 
liner, John Ericsson, which was razed 
by the blaze. 

Morton Downey. who opened 
ponday (10) at the Town Casino, 

uffalo, has been named honorary 
mayor of that town for St. Patrick’s 

ay only. He'll lead the town’s 
ibernian parade. : 

Frank cMullan. formerly in 
in charge soldier shows at Army 
Special Services, Eldon Winkler, Ed- 
ward C. Cole and “harles Rogers 
to teach and direct at new Wellesley 
College summer theatre. 

Walter Jacobs, boniface of the 
Lord Tarleton hotel, Miami Beach, 

ew north to o.o. his Lake Tarleton 
club, Pike, N. H., but found the 

lanes couldn't get through because 

f the snow, so back to Fla. 

Mort Blumenstock, Warner pub-ad 
ehief, left for the Coast last week- 
end (9) for studio huddles. Also will 
participate in war dept. ceremonies 
at March Field attendant to Medal 
of Merit citation to Jack L. Warner. 

“Mulligan’s Snug,” Robert E. Mc- 
Enroe’s Irish taegy 4 originally ac- 
quzee by Kolimar Satenstein for 

ddie Dowling’s direction, has been 
released and is now going the 
rounds of Broadway for the first 
time. 

First concert performance of Alex 
North’s cantata, “Negro Mother, 
featuring Bruce Howard (“Call Me 
Mister”) and Dolores Martin( “Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow”), will be heard at 





here at Pan-American Union past 

unday (9) in program of works of 

armago Guarnieri, Brazilian com- 
poser, under aegis of League of Com- 
posers. 

Sam Wheeler skedded to be guest 
of honor at a Variety Club dinner 
marking his recent promotion to 
sales manager for Film Classics. 
whose D. C. exchange franchise he 
still holds. 

Robert Brennan, minister from 
Eire, retiring shortly to handle 
broadcasting for Radio Eirann in 
Dublin. Diplomat also has a num- 
ber of plays, produced by Abbey 
Players, to his credit. 

New legit and motion picture 
correspondents on State Dept. lists 
include Mr. Liridsey Browne, for the 
Sydney a Herald, (Australia), 
and Mrs, Ann Gun, for the Brussels 
paper, La Cite Nouvelle. Both head- 
quarter in N. Y. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Sonny Miller’s cafe on Liberty 
avenue has been sold. ‘ 

Jackie Heller back in show at his 
Carousel after siege of laryngitis. 

Jon and Sondra Steele and Calla- 
han Sisters into the Bachelors Club. 

Tess Gardell (Aunt Jemima) into 
Lou Abrams’ Club LuMarba for a 
run. 

Eugenie Baird, network thrush, 
here spending a few days with her 
family. tae} 

Frank Serra’s $5,500 verdict in an 
automobile crack-up has been ap- 
pealed. ; 

George Jaffe has shoved off for his 
annual winter vacation in Hot 
Springs. 


Yellen with several bids already out. 

Johnny Greenhut (MCA) in town 
to handle Jane Russell's Latin Quar- 
ter setup, and to set pic deal for 
Vagabonds, current at Clover Club. 

Copacabana renewed Mickey 
Rooney for another week. Spot will 
stay open through March, with new 
show being set by op Murray Wein- 
ger. 

Mark Wolf, chief dough guy of 
Variety Clubs teed off organizational 
meeting for proposed Variety Tent 
of Greater Miami. George Hoover 
(Paramount chain) named chief 
barker with Mitch (Wometco) Wolf- 
son first assistant chief barker, 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 

Harold L. Smith to Switzerland 
for a quick trip. 

Jack Segal and Lacy Kastner to 
Swiizerland for a week. : 

Louis Lazar living at the Claridge 
until he can find an apartment. 

French actress Corinne Calvet 
prepping to report on the Coast. 

arise Trenet and torch singer 
Leo Marjane together at the Vie en 
Rose club. 

Southern Music's 
at Societe Generale 
ternationale. 

Isabelle Kloukowsky off to Lon- 
don for story huddles with Sir Alex- 
ander Korda. 

Dancer Axelle Ney to get a screen 
test. She is also a law student and 
Caroline Reboux model. 

Carmen Gallone. director of “Tra- 
viata’ in Rome, conferring in Paris 
with Gregor Rabinovitch. , 

Elias Lapinere, after a week's rest 
on leaving Par, now heading the 








Ralph Peer here 
ae Musique In- 


RKO continental flackery. Blanche Mysels, sister of song- 
Elvire Popesco in revival —— writer Sammy Mysels, singing at 

Verneuil’s “Amour De adame | Canoe Club. 

Duvel” at Bouffes Parisiens. Phyllis Ann Love gets only femme 


John B. Nathan off to Spain and | role in next Playhouse show, “The 


Italy, where Par has building proj- | Hasty Heart.” - 
ects for offices in Milan and Torina. The Dave Tysons, of WWSW. cele- 
Herald Tribune continental edi-| brated their 21st wedding anniver- 


sary last week. . ; 

Charlie Gaynor has arrived in 
| town to finish revue Playhouse will 
do in the spring. 

Otto Krenn, former WCAE and 
WEDO announcer. has joined staff 
of George Heid office. 

Think-A-Drink Hoffman. 


tion devoting plenty space to even- 
tual reopening of the brothels con- 
troversy. 

Albert Willemetz, curreptly in 
North Africa. said to be relinquish- 
ing part of his interest in Bouffes 
Parisiens and thinking of producing 
pictures. 





Deane 





have 


Journalen, leaves this country home- | 


Carrol] and Christine Forsyth in new 
show at Terrace Room. 

Mary Martha Briney’s fourth Frimi 
album, with Al Goodman orch, just 
released by RCA-Victor. 


Peter Cox here from England on a 
Rockefeller Fellowship = studying 
community and college theatres. 


ard Kapner, headman at WCAE, has 
resigned on account of ill health. 


Evangeline Drake, wife of Albert 
Heschong, the scenic designer, named 
director of Butler, Pa., Little theatre. 

Lewis Blumberg, assistant gen. 
sales manager of Prestige Pix and 
| Nate Blumberg’s son, here on busi- 

ness, 

UA district sales convention marred 
y illness of Ira Cohn, local 
| ager, who had to be taken to hos- 
pital, 

Carnegie Tech's 
club musical, a 
will be 
years. 

B. Iden Payne at 
rehearsing drama bua 
Shakespearean production King 
Lear.’ 

Exte 
Playhouse 
plated 
Apley.” 

Playwright Lawrence Riley and 
| his wife came up from their home in 
| Wheeling for opening of “Moon for 
| the Misbegotten.” 





Scotch and 
war-time casualty 
revived this spring 
Carnegie 
school’s al 


nsion of 
will 
production of “Late 


“Macbet! 
shut out conten 


Georee 


operator of Belvedere, 
there. Ditto Bill Green 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Fuel conservation orders have cut 
out all front of house display light- 


ing on theatres. 
Louis 





Napoleon Parker's “The 


Cardinal” to be produced here by 
Anew McMaster. 

Dundalk (Louth County) Town 
Hall Cinema burned out in 2 a.m. 


blaze-up; cause undetermined. 
Irish film goers to vote for first 
| time in London Daily Mail's national 
| film award ballot on British pix 
| Marna Kenneally, 1946 Dawn 
| Beauty Contest winner, planing to 
; New York for RKO screentest 
| Eddie Byrne likely to play lead in 
|London production of Sean O'Casey’s 
|“Oak Leaves and Lavender” in May. 
Alice Delgarno and 
terp troupe returning to 





mantomime. 

Micheal MacLiammoir, whose “Il 
| Met by Moonlight” will be seen on 
Broadway in September, is working 
on new play. 
| Ballet Rambert now playing Opera 
| House, Belfast, under arrangement 
i; with Council for Encouragement of 
Music and Arts. 

Northern Ireland members of Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatrical and Cine- 
ma Employees re-elected Isaac Pat- 
terson as chairman for 1947. 





Copenhagen 


By Victor Skaarup 
Old Strauss operetta “The Bat” is 


played to sellouts at the Norrebro 
for months. 

Despite mixed notices, Garson 
Kanin’s “Born Yesterday” is a b.o. 
hit at the Ny Teater with Beatrice 
Bonnesen starring. } 

Orson Welles’ “Citizen Kane” 
(RKO) drew a favorable press at 
the Grand. However, some observers 
felt the story was difficult to follow. 

Retiring as a stage director, Svend 
Gade celebrated his 70th birtday by 
becoming operator of Denmark's 
biggest provincial cinema, the Regi- 
na in Aarhus, 


museum, newspaper “Politiken” ran 
off some old U. S. silents, French 
arty pix and Chaplin’s “Dictator” at 
the Starekassen. 

Korda Fi:ms mulling setting up its 
own branch in Denmark. ormer 
film critic Ejnar Black, husband of 
actress Bodil Ipsen, mentioned as 
branch manager. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” with Inge 
Hvid Moeller, a b.o. flop at the Alle- 
teatret despite good notices. 

Composers Eric Christiansen and 
Vilfrec Kier received annual Koda 
Performing Rights Society award for 
their score to the color cartoon film, 
“Fyrtoejet” (“The Tinderbox”). 

Picture about Greenland will be 
filmed at the Danish possession this 
summer by Nordisk Film Kompagni, 
Knud Sonderby scripts while Bjarne 
Henning will handle directorial 


chores. 
New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 
Harry Taylor into otel 
Fiesta Room. : : 
Mickey Wren busy setting his 
“Sports Follies of 1947” for Arena 
Apr. 9-13. ; 
ale ramat staged revival of 
“Fashion” as annual Prom play, Bob 
Costello directing. ; 
“Henry V” copped an eporoximete 





Garde 


net of $10,000 on five-week roadshow 
stand at the Lincoln. ; 
Thornton ilder, spending much 


time at local home. has caught a 
flock of legit ‘here this season. ‘ 





Jackie Dodge, secretary to Leon- 


man- ; 


Bill Household, who owns Vogte | 
| Terrace, to Florida and Henry Lewis, | 
back from | 


Royalettes | 
Theatre | 
Royal after two months at Gaiety in | 


the biggest stage hit here and has | 


Raising funds for a Danish film | 


Hollywood 


Meredith Willson divorced. 


_ Beulah Bondi to Honolulu on vaca- 
tion, 


/ Philip Dorn laid up with bron- 
_ chitis. 
Maria Montez laid 


up with eye 
| trouble. 
| William Hackel hospitalized for 
| surgery. 


| Lynn Bari recovering from major 
surgery. 


] 
| 
| Mack Gordon hospitalized for a 
| checkup. 
| William Thomas back to work 
after illness. 
| Henry Fonda to Sun Valley for 
; winter sports, 

Al Lichtman recovering from 
major surgery, 

ZaSu Pitts in from New York for 
}a brief vacation, 

Robert Peoples changed his name 
to Bret Hamilton. 

Rosalind Russell cited by the Siste: 
Kenny Foundation, 

Robert Youngs celebrated their 


l4th wedding anni. 
Frank Sinatra te Palm 
ecuperate from flu. 
Edgar Bergen visiting the Hearst 
ranch at San Simeon. 
Alan Mowbray in town afte: 
tion work in Mexico. 
Orson Welles and Rita 
planed to Mexico City. 
John Strauss upped to special ex- 
ploitation at Enterprise. 


Springs to 


Hay worth 


Samuel Freedman, Canadian ex- 
hibitor, visiting Warners. 
William F. Rodgers and Fred 


Quimby to Palm Springs. 

William Dozier and Joan Fontaine 
in from a Caribbean cruise. 

Eddie Mannix out of the hospital 
and back to work at Metro 

Buddy Rogers returned from vaca- 
tioning in Florida and Cuba 

Anita Ellis planed to Mobile to be 
Queen of the Azela Festival. 

George Tobias to Palm Springs to 
rest after a hospital checkup. 

Charles Nelson, Canadian 
gandering the Paramount lot 

Lou Smith to Seattle and Portland 
on business for Liberty Films 


exhib 


Maria Elena Marques, Mexican 
star, luncheon guested at RKO. 
Dr. Herman Lissauer returning to 


Eagle-Lion after a heart attack 


| Fire in the Beverly Hills Club 
wrecked the Scotch Plaid Room 
G. A. Richards in from three 


| weeks of Eastern business huddles 
Dick L’Estrange out of the hos- 
| pital after three surgical operations 
Marie Windsor awarded an annul- 
jment of her marriage to Ted Steele 
Wally Vernon and George Béatty 
opened Charley Foy’s Supper Club. 
Joseph Miskinis, Michigan theatre 


owner, visiting the Paramount stu- 
| dio 

George Oppenheimer. up and 
around after five weeks in the hos- 
pital. 

Paul Kelly celebrated his 47th 


birthday and his 40th year as a film 
actor. 


Joc Pasternak returned from a 
vacation in New York, Florida and 
Nassau 

Hunt Stromberg, Jr., in town to 


; scout talent for his next stage pro- 
duction. 

William Castle back to work at 
Columbia after a siege of amoebic 
dysentery. 

Hedy Lamarr home from the hos- 
pital with her new son, Anthony 
| John Loder. 

Bea Allen and Clareiuce Johans- 
son announced their intention to 
wed March 16. 

Bob Hope was presented with an 
Osearette by Dorothy Lamour, a 
figurine of herself. 

Dan Michalove, National Theatres 
rep, in town to discuss legal phases 
of the consent decree. 

Jean Pierre Aumont elected prexy 
of the Free French World War Il 
Veterans of California. 

Charles Goldstone and Lou Rance 
quit the Nat Goldstone agency tv 
| open their own offices. 

Ted Nagel inked as genera) man- 
| ager of the Nardoni agency, handling 
| band and nitery booking. 
| Leo J. McCarthy in from Kansas 
| City where he arrahged distribution 
| deals for American Eagle. 

Spyros D. Skouras, theatre circuit 
operator, in from Greece to visit his 
| uncles, Spyros and Charles. 

Joan aulfield recovering from 
injuries sustained in a fall on “The 
| Unsuspecte” set at Warners. 

James Stewart and Frank Capra 
in from Texas personal appearances 
with “It's a Wonderful Life.” 

Errol Flynn, sued for an $842 gro- 
cery bill, declared he had no know!- 
“— of the alleged groceries. 

illiam Wyler cited by the Amer- 
ican Legion for his work in behalf 
of handicapped war veterans. 

Jack Cummings to Mexi¢o City 
with a print of Metro’s “Fiesta” foi 
President Aleman’s inspection 

Chili Williams and Tom Conway 
aeeee to Atlanta for the preem of 
ragle-Lion’s “It’s a Joke, Son.” 

Linda Darnell returned to work 
after a week's illness which delayed 
final scenes in “Forever Amber.” 

Paul Mantz returned from New 
York after plugging “Blaze of Noon” 
with a transcontinental plane record. 

June Clayworth committed to an 
eight-theatre tour of the New Eng- 
land strawhat eircuit next summer. 

John Shanks opened an office on 
the Goldwyn lot to handle details of 
Sir Alexander Korda’s U.A. busi- 


ness. 

| Allen Jenkins, Lester Allen and 
| Arthur Johnston put on a show for 
| wounded war veterans at Sawtelle 
| hospital *,e4 RN oe ’ 
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